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Kuranda Arts Co-operative 25th anniversary
This July/August we are celebrating 25 years of operation as the Kuranda Arts Co-op! Who 
would have thought we would reach this day! I thought as one of the original members, I 
would share some of the highlights of our history, that all may not be aware of.

The beginning of the Arts Co-op was a collective market stall at the Heritage Markets in 
May 1996. It was the brainchild of Michael Gompert (Gonzo) who had a jewellery school at 
the time. There were 11 original participants – including the likes of Gonzo, Peter Thompson, 
David Stacey, myself and others.

We soon realised the market was not the right venue for high quality work. People back 
then, were expecting bargains and low cost Asian imports and we were hard-pressed getting 
the prices we needed for quality jewellery and other artworks. We needed a gallery!

In February 1997, the opportunity came to move to 20 Coondoo Street which was sitting 
empty. Suddenly we had a massive gallery! We recognised a need to attract more artists 
and formalise our structure to enable smooth running, be eligible for support from arts and 
business organisations and apply for grants. We researched options and agreed a cooperative 
structure fitted our needs. In May 1997 we formally registered our co-op with a management 
committee, aims and objectives and financial structure. July saw a Grand Opening and media 
party funded by RADF (Regional Arts Development Fund) and the Kuranda Chamber of 
Commerce. It was an exciting day with speeches, music, our exhibition and an afterparty held 
in Frogs Restaurant (then located across the road in Coondoo Street).

From there, in 1998 we secured Arts Queensland funding and developed a Strategic 
Plan and Exhibition program. We bought a computer and learnt how to track our sales and 
expenses. The next year we received a grant to develop a website (a big deal back then!) and 
gained national accreditation through Craftmark as a quality outlet of craftmanship. 

We were powering on... then our tenancy agreement came to an end! Our first of many 
such major hurdles. This caused much angst amongst members and by the time we found 
an alternative in the Settlement group of shops (where Petit Cafe now is), we had lost many 
members. People weren't confident we could survive in that location. But we lived again... 

In 2000, we established a public internet access giving Kuranda community and many 
artists access to the internet for the first time. We held workshops in digital photography 
and our website was launched by our then local MP Dr Lesley Clarke (who was wonderfully 
supportive).

In 2001, sales had diminished and members felt we were too 'out of the way' at the 
Settlement. So we voted to move again – to yet another empty shop in the Red House arcade. 
We were certainly developing our skills of making the most of empty shops! Then we were hit 
with the effect of 9/11 and the collapse of Ansett. It was around this time we had our first big 
exhibition, around that time, at the Cairns Regional Gallery – Cooperate/Collaborate.

We then made the move back yet again to the Settlement shops, determined to market 
our work further afield than Kuranda. We engaged in a partnership program with Arts 

Nexus called Craft Connect. We established a database of Far North Queensland artists and 
facilitated workshops in professional development/marketing/exhibiting/photography and 
computer skills. We also sourced commissions for artists and were represented at many 
opportunities over the following years, including the Hilton Hotel Expo, Cairns tourism 
promotion in Singapore, and the Sydney Trade Fair.

In 2005 we presented another exhibition at the Cairns Regional Gallery called Growth.
Then in 2009 we hit another low point, forcing us to close. We sold off assets and didn't 

know what the future held. However, the core group weren't prepared to give up the rich 
relationships we had built. Furthermore, we still had in progress a planned exhibition at the 
Tablelands Regional Gallery, called Perimeters and Parameters, so we forged ahead with 
planning meetings and bi-monthly social gatherings. Then the opportunity arose to return to 
our original gallery space with Didi LaBaysse. We could get up and going again – so we did 
in May 2010.

Membership built up again and the Co-op participated in community events and small 
exhibitions, leading up to our Sentinels exhibition at KickArts in September 2013 and 
Tableland Regional Gallery in January 2014. Then 2020 hit – and COVID lockdowns. At 
least we didn’t have to pay wages and had good support from locals, but eventually came to 
that hard place, where we could not afford the rent asked. So we were back facing closure, 
once again.

However, we'd survived before so we didn't give up! We looked around and came across 
our current location. Creativity kicked in and community kicked in the form of TRACQS who 
assisted with our move and refurb. We gutted the interior, painted it all white – suddenly it 
looked much bigger and possibly viable. We have been so lucky in the last two years, despite 
COVID. Our improved location along with the conscious movement in society to support 
locally made and local business, has meant we have survived and been financially successful 
enough to expand our space and look positively toward our 25th Anniversary and celebratory 
exhibition.

So I hope you all join us in this celebration, come and look at our new expanded gallery 
space and forthcoming exhibition, which will run from 30 July to 31 August, with more 
understanding of our rich and varied history – and realise that we are not 'just a shop'. I hope 
the coming year brings us new local artists and members, more activities and exhibitions and 
who knows...maybe we will have a 50th anniversary. 

Terry Eager, founding and current member Kuranda Arts Co-op

Left: Kuranda Arts Co-op at original location in the 
Heritage Markets 1996.

Right: Terry Eager and Gonzo cutting the 20th 
anniversary cake July 2017.

Below: Kuranda Arts Co-op in its current location on 
the corner of Coondoo and Thongon Streets.
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LETTERS
Please keep letters to 
under 250 words. All 
letters are subject to 
editing. Anonymous 
letters or those of 
doubtful origin may not 
be published. Correct 
name, address and 
phone numbers are to 
be submitted with your 
letter.

07 4093 8942

mail@kurandapaper.com 

Shop 2, The Red House Arcade,  
24 Coondoo Street, Kuranda 

PO Box 66, Kuranda Q 4881

kurandapaper.com

The Kuranda Paper

Printed by North Queensland 
Newspapers, Townsville

Circulation: 4,700 Cost: FREE

Please direct all contributions and 
advertising via email to 
mail@kurandapaper.com
Conditions apply. All articles submitted 
will be printed at the discretion of 
the Management Committee and 
Production Team and may be subject  
to editorial changes.

The Management Committee of 
The Kuranda Media Association Inc. 
(KMA) does not accept responsibility 
for financial, health or other claims 
published in The Kuranda Paper. Factual 
errors in material submitted are the 
responsibility of the contributor. 
All submissions received, including 
photographs, are deemed to be 
authorised for publication by the 
contributor.

The Kuranda Media Association Inc. is 
a not-for-profit voluntary association 
est.1991. Advertising revenue from The 
Kuranda Paper enables us to provide this 
community resource, which supports 
local community groups and projects. 
Our stated objectives are to provide 
a means of open communication in 
order to foster the spirit of community 
involvement and reflect the aspirations 
of the residents of the Kuranda area.

Note: Views expressed in The Kuranda 
Paper, including letters, do not 
necessarily reflect the views held by the 
KMA Management Committee. 

KMA Management Committee 2022 
President: Nettie O'Connell 
Vice President: Kerstin Brown 
Secretary: Trish Green  
Treasurer: Gayle Hannah 
Members Representative: Toni Rogers 

Paper Production this edition: Nettie 
O Design (layout and design), Gayle 
Hannah. Toni Rogers (proofreading). 
Thanks to all our volunteers 
including our paper folders. Thanks 
to all contributors, advertisers and 
distributors. 

July Edition 345/2022
All copy and advertisements  

due by 10am
Thursday 21 July 2022

Paper published
Thursday 28 July 2022

Management is not responsible for  
any copy missing deadline.

Advertisers

All artwork, images and logos to be 
supplied in high resolution (300dpi), 
CMYK colour mode, and in the correct 
size (see left for advertisement sizes).

Acceptable formats: PDF, EPS, JPG or TIFF.

In-house design services are available for 
an additional fee. 

Advertisements booked for 3 months and 
paid for in advance are eligible for a 10% 
discount. 

Advertisement sizes and rates 

[width x height in mm]

A – 262x380 (full page) $635
B – 174x380 (dominant) $435
C – 129x380 (1/2 page vertical) $345
D – 262x188 (1/2 page horiz) $345
E – 85x380 (1/3 page vertical) $245
F – 129x188 (1/4 page) $185
G – 262x124 (large strip) $245
H – 262x60 (small strip) $145
I – 129x124   $145
J – 85x188   $145
K – 85x124  $110
L – 85x60 (business card) $  65

DEADLINES

Stockists – A free copy is delivered to every postal box 
and street mail delivery in the Kuranda district (post-
code 4881). If you don’t receive a copy please contact 
the Kuranda Post Office. 

The current edition of The Kuranda Paper can be viewed 
online at kurandapaper.com, along with back issues. In 
addition you can pick up a hard copy of The Kuranda 
Paper at the following outlets:

KURANDA: Kuranda Post Office (Thoree St), Sprout Café 
(Coondoo St), Kuranda Visitor Information Centre 
(Centenary Park), Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (Rob 
Veivers Dr), Kuranda Discount Drugstore (Coondoo St), 

Kuranda Arts Co-op (Coondoo St), Kuranda Foodworks 
(Thongon St), BP Service Station, Annabel's Pies 
(Therwine St).
KURANDA DISTRICT: Speewah Service Station, Koah Service 
Station.
MAREEBA: Piagno’s News (Byrnes St), Mareeba Heritage 
Museum & Visitor Information Centre (Byrnes St), 
Mareeba News (Byrnes St)
TOLGA: The Humpy
ATHERTON: Atherton IGA (Silo Shopping Centre)
SMITHFIELD: Totem Clothing (Smithfield Shopping Centre), 
Smithfield Library
CAIRNS: Cairns Library

We welcome your letters via email or post

The Kuranda Media Association acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of the nation and the 
traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. We pay 
our respects to ancestors and Elders, past and present. The Kuranda Media 
Association is committed to honouring Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples’ unique cultural and spiritual relationships to the land, waters 
and seas and their rich contribution to society.

Cover Masthead
Our masthead this month is a detail from a 
handpainted cushion cover by Robyn King, 
capturing the striking beauty of Banksia prionotes 
flowers. 
Robyn is a member of the Kuranda Arts Co-op and 
her art and handpainted textiles can be viewed and 
bought there.
“In colour there is life. Kuranda artist Robyn 
King finds her inspiration in her creative toolbox, 
thus making more effective use of colour in her 
designs. There are visual textures in Robyn’s fabric 
artworks. Her cushions, tablecloths and runners are 
compelling and vibrant – the ultimate homewares. 
They create moods. They tell stories.” 
www.kurandartscoop.com 

THANK YOU

Thank you to the people and businesses of Kuranda, Mareeba and Cairns 
for their support on 28-29 May for a Cup of Coffee for Cancer Days. 
Everyone helped me raise $1,800 towards the $10,000 I have promised 
the Cancer Council. To date I have raised $6,243. 

For more information visit  
www.doitforcancer.com.au/fundraisers/jenniferrooks/walking-to-rome
Jennifer Rooks, Speewah

A NOTE FROM BOB AND KIM

As you’re probably aware, we have sold the Kuranda Food Farmacy 
(Kuranda Foodworks) building and supermarket to Cornetts as of  
28 June.

Bob has been the owner of the actual building since he built it 12 
years ago, and had tenants who owned and ran the supermarket inside 
his building. When the tenants had to let the supermarket go, and there 
were no serious buyers for the store, Kuranda was about to lose their 
supermarket and the supermarket staff their jobs. Bob did not want that 
to happen, and after some good conversations with Kim, he decided to buy 
the supermarket in 2018 so nobody would lose their job or community 
store.

We only had experience in grocery shopping – not actually running 
and owning a supermarket. What did we get ourselves into? We had no 
clue what we were doing, but had to turn this business around and make 
it successful. And, on top of things, we were now also responsible for all 
the staff and their families.

And that’s when the fun (and very long days) began… We started with 
the renovation and setting up a healthy living section with only REAL 
healthy foods, offering healthy grocery shopping tours and workshops. 
Visiting stores across the State. Tons and tons of research. Going through 
thousands of products to select the best ones for Kuranda. Visiting local 
suppliers. Getting out in the community to engage with you. We really 
tried to listen to all your needs and wishes and get more local products 
in the store. Many hours were spent in Kuranda and flying from Central 
Queensland to Far North Queensland. It was exhausting, but so much fun!

After that we had Stephen join the team to run the store for us, who 
brought the shop to the next level, focussing on team building, great 
customer service and extending the product range. We couldn’t have done 
this without him and our great team of dedicated and awesome staff.

As we’ve got many other projects – Bob is heavily invested in a carbon 
sequestration project that’s hopefully going to intensify regenerative 
farming, is building a speedway track, and of course, still has his civil 
construction business. Kim is managing the very busy Quoin Island Turtle 
Rehabilitation Centre and runs her own health and nutrition coaching 
business. It’s time to pass the baton onto the next owners of the store.

We’ve really loved every minute we’ve spent in Kuranda. Not just 
because the little village in the rainforest is beautiful, it’s you, the people, 
that make it so amazing! You welcomed us with open arms. The Kuranda 
community is truly one of a kind. Your support was heartwarming, and 
feedback invaluable. We absolutely loved connecting with all of you and 
being out in the community, especially in those early stages.

We would like to express a huge and heartfelt thank you to all of you. 
The store wouldn’t be where it is today without all you great people. 
Together with the Kuranda community, we made the store a great success 
and we are so grateful for your support. 

Please stay amazing and keep supporting local, the shop and staff need 
you to keep the store going. #supportlocal

Thank you Kuranda!
Bob and Kim
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Gorgeous Knitwear

16 COONDOO ST. KURANDA  •  4093 7508
www.justgorgeous.net.au

10AM to 3PM EVERY DAY

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

07 4093 8256
24 Coondoo Street, Kuranda
sproutkuranda@gmail.com

Phone orders welcome

OPEN FOR DINE-IN  
AND TAKE-AWAY

7.30am – 2pm

Kuranda Traders Association

Visitors a Welcome Sight

It almost feels like pre-COVID times with an influx of visitors to the village — something 
we haven't witnessed in two years. Many of our traders are flat out and are extending their 
opening hours, but the struggle with ensuring enough staff are available is a very real 
problem for many. July will be a very busy month with both the Kuranda Scenic Rail and 
Skyrail again operating seven days.

Membership Drive Invitation

It is now annual Membership Renewal time (from 1 July 2022–30 June 2023) and with 
our new accounting system it is now easier for us to send invoices and receipts directly to 
businesses via Xero. Thank you to our busy Treasurer, Melissa Pancirov, for undertaking this 
huge task. 

Come and join us at our Membership Drive – 4pm, Saturday 30 July at Frogs Restaurant. 
This is a social event for new and existing Kuranda businesses to network, share stories, 
and chat about taking our village forward. Drinks (wine, beer and soft drink) and snacks will 
be provided. Please RSVP your attendance to kta@kuranda.org – numbers are essential for 
catering purposes.

We thank our existing members for their continued support! If you would like to become 
a member of the KTA please email us at kta@kuranda.org to find out the advantages of 
membership.

Strategic Marketing Plan

Once again, there is a lot happening behind the scenes at the KTA, with our Strategic 
Marketing Plan almost complete. Pinnacle Marketing is in the process of finalising the 
plan. Many survey hours have been completed by a contractor to gather vital statistics 
that will feed into this report. We are looking forward to studying the results and any 
recommendations that will be proposed.

Kuranda Infrastructure

We are also lobbying both State and Local Government to ensure that Kuranda's 
infrastructure is maintained to the level required to support the many visitors we receive 
each year. There are only around 3,000 ratepayers in the Kuranda area, and that small 
number of people should not and cannot shoulder the costs of maintaining and improving 
the village's infrastructure for up to a million visitors per year.

KTA AGM – 25 August 2022

Save the date for the KTA AGM on Thursday 25 August at 4pm at the Kuranda Recreation 
Centre. Bar will be open and snacks provided.

Kuranda Art Prize

The Kuranda Riverboat is partnering with the KTA to sponsor the inaugural Kuranda Art 
Prize. This is a great opportunity for the artists of North Queensland to showcase their work 
by entering the competition for a chance to win $1,000. Entries open on 1 June 2022 and 
close on 31 August 2022. A People's Choice prize of $250 has also been donated by Cantata 
Studio.

Visit our website for more information www. kuranda.org/kuranda-art-prize

WHAT'S 
HAPPENING  
AT THE KTA?

Supporting small Kuranda businesses. 
Become a member today! kta@kuranda.org 

Happy 31st Birthday to us
This edition marks the 31st anniversary of The Kuranda Paper, our first ever edition 
appearing as a black and white, eight-page newspaper on 26 July 1991. Thanks to everyone 
who has been on this adventure with us, and to those who continue to contribute and support 
Kuranda’s own independent community newspaper.

In Memory of John Woodbridge  
(15 August 1931–6 June 2022)
It was with deep sadness that we learned of John’s passing 
in June. John was a member of the very first Kuranda Media 
Association Management Committee formed in 1991 and 
performed superbly and thoughtfully the role of Treasurer 
for years. He was a softly spoken, kind and respectful man – 
a true gentleman in every sense of the word. We would like 
to extend our deepest sympathies to his family and friends. 
Thank you John for everything you gave so generously. Rest 
in Peace. 

Advertising Rate Update 
As flagged in the last edition, our printing costs will increase 
on 1 July. We have made a few minor adjustments to 
some of our advertising rates which will help offset some of 
our increased costs, but will still allow affordable advertising in The Kuranda Paper. We 
still offer the best value for money compared to other local print options. See our revised  
Advertising Rates on page 2. 

Archive Update 
By the end of July we are 
hoping to pack up and send 
off a near-full archive of 344 
editions of The Kuranda 
Paper to the Queensland 
State Library, BUT we are 
still on the hunt for the 
following editions: June 
2005, August 2021, July 
2013 and August 2014. If 
you can help please email us 
at mail@kurandaper.com 

Up Close and Personal 
with an Avid Reader
It was a lovely experience for 
us to have avid reader, Ella, 
pop into the Paper office 
with her mother Gabriel who 
lives at Koah. Ella usually 
resides in Berlin and tells 
us she reads every word of 
The Kuranda Paper (which 
Gabriel sends to her each 
month) and loves it. Thank 
you Ella, it’s always great to 
know we are appreciated. 

Right: Gabriel and Ella at 
Birdworld. Photo: supplied

John Woodbridge.
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Kuranda District State College
NAIDOC 

KDSC and John Moriarty Tournament

In June, Kuranda District State College (KDSC) held their annual NAIDOC celebrations, 
with a whole college assembly for opening ceremony, both captains and vice-captains who 
delivered an exciting speeches aligning with our NAIDOC theme Get up! Stand up! Show 
up! Welcome to Country was delivered in language by Daniel Gutchen with Rosetta Bulow 
translating to English. 

We had plenty of entertainment with local Djabugay dancers and Maluilgal dancers from 
Cairns. Our school choir sang Monkey and the Turtle, finishing with our Year 9 band (Roman 
Richards, Colin Lawson and Anah-Leigha Parata) singing Blackfella Whitefella. We ended 
our opening ceremony with a delicious warm damper for morning tea, cooked by Beatrice 
Sam and Liza Dewey.

On 7 June, KDSC students were excited to participate in the John Moriarty Soccer tournament 
played at Endeavour Park. Ten nervous, yet excited students boarded the Ngoonbi supplied 
bus, and headed down the hill to compete against other Indigenous students from Gordonvale, 
Mareeba and Mossman State schools. 

On what could only be described as a perfect day for football (soccer), our young team 
battled away against more experienced players. In our very first game—and with only a 
minute left on the clock—Izik found the back of the net, and as a team we already felt like 
winners. The remaining games could best be described as a mainly defensive effort with some 
exciting times with the ball less than five metres from our goal line.

Blake proved to be a valuable goal keeper and team leader, Chad and sister Natalie battled 
all day, Sylvia helped our team become the friendliest, and Izik our only goal scorer. The Year 
4 team (Ameirah, Te wera, Phillip and Amaru) bravely tried every position, and even though 
exhausted, never asked to be rested, – amazing. My biggest pat on the back goes to Daniel, 
who at day's start wanted to get out of it due to nerves, but managed to surprise himself and 
was our most consistent and reliable player – well done Daniel. 

As their HPE teacher, I was so proud of the effort our team members put in all day, 
regardless of the score or time of day. Our behaviour was also mentioned by the John Moriarty 
organiser Bruno, who singled out the outstanding attitude and sportsmanship of our team. I 
wish to give special thanks to Ngoonbi for supplying the transport and the magnificent help 
that Arnold was on the day. Also, thanks to Andrea for being so easy to liaise with and for 
being so accommodating to our needs. 

Thomas Dunsmuir
HPE teacher, Kuranda District State College

Throughout the week, primary students enjoyed an amazing activity painting boomerangs 
made by Errol Hunter.

Our biggest day, was our Touch Football Comp on Wednesday – reuniting old friends and 
making new ones was on the agenda. Into our fourth year, 11 schools from all over Cairns 
and the Tablelands, travelled to our little school in the rainforest, to celebrate unity, culture, 
community and, of course, play some footy!

The highlight of the day was when our very own KDSC Year 9/10 team won their grand 
final against Mareeba State High School – it was nail biting with a tie, and then a drop off. To 
top it off, we had special guest Petero Civonicena, Deadly Choices ambassador and beloved 
former Brisbane Broncos player, who gave an inspiring speech and signed shirts and bags for 
hours! This was an amazing day for our students as well as visiting schools. 

We would like to say thank you to all our sponsors, staff, volunteers and students for an 
incredible experience – visiting teams were pumped and have already booked their place for 
next year. We can't wait for 2023! Thank you for making this year such a memorable event.
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Councillor Column
Welcome to the Councillor Column, an opportunity for Councillors to share updates  

and information relevant to Kuranda and surrounds. 

COUNCILLOR COMMUNITY FORUMS

You’re invited! 
All residents are invited to the upcoming Councillor Community 
Forums to be held throughout the Shire in July and August. 

Councillors will present the 2022/23 Budget and provide an update 
on the latest news from Council. The forums are also an opportunity 
for members of the community to talk with the Councillors.

Forums are planned as follows:

• Wednesday, 20 July  - 5:30pm  - Cedric Davies Community Hub, Mareeba

• Monday, 25 July  - 5:30pm  - QCWA Hall, Kuranda

• Wednesday, 27 July  - 1pm  - Irvinebank School of Arts Hall

• Monday, 1 August  - 5:30pm  - QCWA Hall, Mt Molloy

• Tuesday, 2 August  - 5:30pm  - Dimbulah Football Club

• Wednesday, 3 August  - 5:30pm  - Speewah Rural Fire Brigade 

• Sunday, 7 August  - 2pm  - Chillagoe Hall

Residents are welcome to attend any session that suits 
their availability, at any of the venues.

For further information, please 
phone Council on 1300 308 461 
or visit www.msc.qld.gov.au.

youth link 
news

Craig Crawford – Member for Barron River 
Phone – (07) 4229 0100
Email – barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au
Social Media – @CraigCrawfordMP

Dear Kuranda residents, 

Earlier in June I was delighted to hand the Kuranda Ambulance Station keys to a brand-new 
ambulance. As a former paramedic, I know firsthand how vital it is for ambulance officers 
to have access to the resources and equipment they need to conduct their jobs safely and 
effectively. I am so pleased this $252,000 vehicle will be put to service by the hard-working 
officers at the Kuranda Ambulance station who provide critical medical support to the 
Kuranda community. 

I will be back in Kuranda next week to catch up with the Conservation and Community 
group – for ongoing discussions regarding State-wide Biodiversity Corridors and in particular 
Elvis’ home habitat. I am a big supporter of the fantastic work this group does to protect 
Cassowaries and other native wildlife.

In other great news, I recently joined Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk in announcing a 
$4 million First Nations tourism package. We know that there is an abundance of untapped 
Indigenous tourism opportunities in this State, and Kuranda is no exception. We look forward 
to the continued growth of First Nations tourism experiences in the region.

Finally, it was fantastic to hear that Kuranda Youth Link has been successful for another 
three years of funding. An important and inclusive facility, the 

centre supports young people in determining their own futures by providing services in a 
safe, non-judgmental and youth friendly environment. Congratulations 
to the team and community that make Kuranda Youth Link so 
dynamic!

As always, if you need anything from me, please contact 
my local office via emailing barron.river@parliament.qld.
gov.au or call 4229 0100. And please follow me on Facebook 
for daily updates @craigcrawfordMP

Crawford's Corner

MAREEBA SHIRE COUNCILLOR LOCKY BENSTED

I am pleased to provide an update to residents and ratepayers on 
some of the latest news from Council. 

Great Wheelbarrow Race 
What an amazing event! As the Chair of the race, I’m so proud and 

humbled to have played a part in this iconic event. We were finally 
able to run the race after two years on the sideline. Everyone thoroughly 

enjoyed the race and the excitement from the competitors was palpable. 
I would like to thank our incredible group of volunteers, the Great Wheelbarrow Race 

Committee and Mareeba Shire Council staff who went above and beyond. I would also like 
to thank the communities of Mareeba, Dimbulah, Almaden and Chillagoe who welcomed the 
competitors over the weekend. 

I invite you to consider joining us on the road in 2023 for the 20th Anniversary Race. If 
you want to take part in something that’s done nowhere else in the world, it is time to start 
getting ready!

Council projects in progress
Our teams have been going flat strap after an extended wet season. Multiple projects are 
coming along nicely, and the teams are catching up on mowing.

A project that was recently completed is the upgrade of the Davies Creek Road Bridge. 
This project included replacing the existing timber girders and deck of the bridge with a 
concrete precast deck and kerb units. The concrete deck was fabricated by Council staff in 
Mareeba, and the abutments and kerbing were constructed on site.  

Another project, near completion is the work on Byrnes Street, Mareeba. Additional car 
parks were added, and trees and shrubs were planted.  The remainder of the shrubs will be 
planted after the Mareeba Rodeo. 

It is wonderful to see the finished result of multiple projects across the Shire. Council 
would like to congratulate the various teams on a job well done. 

Councillor Community Forums 
Mareeba Shire Councillors will be hosting a series of Councillor Community Forums across 
the Shire during July and August and we look forward to meeting you there. Visit Council’s 
website for more information. 

Councillor Locky Bensted 
1300 308 461  |  lockyb@msc.qld.gov.au

Position: Youth Worker

Classification: TPEO SCHADS Award 2.1 (permanent part-time)
Location: Kuranda

About the organisation: 

Youth Link Kuranda – Supporting young people aged 8 to 18 in determining their 
futures by providing services in a safe, non-judgmental and youth-friendly environment. 
The Youth Link Kuranda Program initiative provides specialised targeted groups and 
programs connecting young people to services, family and community to empower 
them towards a positive vision of their future goals and dreams. 

Youth Link Kuranda provides a safe space through a drop-in centre model to deliver 
a range of opportunities for young people to participate in arts, music, culture and 
excursions, whilst concurrently supporting the provision of information, education, 
lifestyle and self-development.

Opening hours are Wednesday to Friday 2.30pm to 6pm and Saturday 10am to 1pm.
Minimum of 12 hours per week.

Applicant requirements:

• Please send a cover letter and a CV with two references to lara@youthlink.org.au
• A selection criterion will be sent after receiving CV and cover letter.
• Ability to obtain a Blue Card is essential.
• For more information, please phone Lara Baker (coordinator) on 0424 326 758
• Youth Link currently falls under the QLD health vaccine mandate.

Applications close 5pm 8 July 2022
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Constable Luke George. Right: Playing rugby league for Northern Pride 2016.

KURANDA POLICE 
UPDATE
JUly 2022

All residents are invited to the upcoming Councillor Community Forums to be held throughout the Shire in
July and August. Councillors will present the 2022/23 Budget and provide an update on the latest news from
Council. The forums are also an opportunity for members of the community to talk with the Councillors.
Forums are planned as follows:

COUNCILLOR COMMUNITY FORUMS

www.msc.qld.gov.au1300 308 461 info@msc.qld.gov.au MareebaShireCouncil

Mareeba Shire Council is making significant progress towards the completion of capital
projects throughout the Shire. One such project which has just been completed is the
replacement and upgrade of the Davies Creek Road Bridge.

Mayor Angela Toppin said, “Funded by the Australian Government’s Bridges Renewal
Program, Council secured a grant to upgrade the existing bridge on Davies Creek Road
approximately 3.1km from the intersection of the Kennedy Highway and Davies Creek
Road.” This was a major project that was identified in Council's bridge inspection program.
The timber girders and deck of the bridge required replacement, so Council staff
fabricated the new concrete pre-cast deck locally. 

“It is wonderful to know that the concrete deck could be fabricated by Council staff at
Council’s Kowa Street Depot, and the abutments and kerbing constructed on site,” Mayor
Toppin stated. 

“The crew pushed to complete the project in time for the School Holidays for local families
and visitors to enjoy the walking trails, camping areas and day-use areas available at
Davies Creek, during some of the best weather of the year.”

PROJECT UPDATE - DAVIES CREEK BRIDGE

MAREEBA SHIRE COUNCIL - COMMUNITY UPDATE  

Mareeba Shire
Council has
introduced a new
online Water Service
Outage Map where
residents can search
for 'Planned' and
'Unplanned' outages. 

      ONLINE WATER OUTAGE MAP

Check it out to see if your or your neighbour
might have your water supply interrupted.
Visit Council's website and search 'Water
Outages' to locate the interactive map. 

Wednesday, 20 July - 5:30pm - Cedric Davies
Community Hub, Mareeba
Monday, 25 July - 5:30pm - QCWA Hall, Kuranda
Wednesday, 27 July - 1pm - Irvinebank School of
Arts Hall
Monday, 1 August - 5:30pm - QCWA Hall, Mt Molloy

Tuesday, 2 August - 5:30pm - Dimbulah Football
Club
Wednesday, 3 August - 5:30pm - Speewah Rural
Fire Brigade
Sunday, 7 August - 2pm - Chillagoe Hall

Residents are welcome to attend any session that suits their availability, at any of the venues.

Kuranda Police Station welcomes our new officer, Constable Luke George, to the team.
Originally from the United Kingdom where he played professional football for Huddersfield 

Giants, and most recently a winger for Northern Pride and Central Queensland Capras, Luke 
will encourage and inspire our youths in his new role as a Queensland Police officer.

Luke is excited to engage in community policing. He comes from a long line of policing 
in the UK and feels he is doing his part and honouring his family’s history of protecting and 
serving by wearing the Queensland Police Service uniform.

Kuranda police would like to remind the community that they provide a 24-hour policing 
response. Local police understand that having your property damaged, entered or stolen 

welcome constable luke is stressful and costly, so our frontline officers are working hard to investigate all reported 
police matters. When you report your matter via Policelink, we receive notification via our 
communications officers and if we are not in the station, we can respond promptly.

If you are unsure if you require Police, call Policelink and they can contact Kuranda Police 
to advise.

For the most part, members of the community report offences to Policelink by 
phone on 131 444, however, you also have the option of reporting online if you don’t need 
police to attend immediately, for some types of crimes.

Some examples of offences you can report online include: Domestic Violence, Property 
Damage and Graffitti, Traffic Incident, Hooning, Break-In, Fare Evasion, Lost Property, 
Cold Call Investment Fraud, Retail Theft, Stolen Property, Fuel Drive Off, COVID-19 Breach, 
Suspicious Activity, Drug Dealing, Stock and Rural Crimes, Cybercrime, Adult Sexual Assault. 

Indigenous owned business, Mainie, had one of its signature silk ties 
(designed by Kuranda-based artist Justin Butler) worn by Australia’s 
Governor-General at the swearing in of Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese’s new ministry on 1 June.

The co-founder of Mainie, Charmaine Saunders, said there is a 
lovely story about the rainforests of Far North Queensland behind 
the tie that the Governor General chose to wear on this historic 
occasion.
The Artwork Story – Gambal (Falling Leaves)

This artwork by Justin Butler shows leaves (Gambal) falling 
to the rainforest floor at the end of the dry season. The ground is 
represented by circular dots in different colours to indicate the many 
colours of leaves that lay on the rainforest floor. The grey leaves 
represent the action of the leaves falling from the rainforest canopy 

LOCAL ARTIST’S RAINFOREST TIE FEATURES AT SWEARING IN CEREMONY
to the ground below.

Justin Butler is a descendent of the Kalkadoon people from the 
desert country of North West Queensland (on his grandmother’s 
side) and the Bandjin people from the lush rainforest region of 
Hinchinbrook Island in North Queensland (on his grandfather’s 
side). Justin’s art is a combination of artistic styles from both sides 
of his Aboriginal heritage and reflects the very different natural 
environments unique to his ancestors’ traditional homelands. Justin’s 
designs are pictorial depictions of the ancient stories told to him by 
his elders, and a visual representation of 
the landscape and animals as interpreted 
through his lens. 

www.mainie.com
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All your stock feed and small animal
supplies in one convenient location

Free advice and friendly service!!

Supplies for all your animals including:
Horse, Chicken, Dog, Cat, Pig, Cows & more

Located at the Speewah Equestrian Centre
(5 Douglas Track, Speewah)

Click & Collect or local delivery available

www.speewahfeedbarn.com.au
Ph: 4093-0342

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED PROVIDER
with an all AUSSIE sales & support team

FIBRE   |   FIXED WIRELESS   |   SATELLITE
NO CONTRACTS.....  EVER!!!

Reliable NBN Connection from $69.95/mth!

Call us today and make the switch!

07 4222-111107 4222-1111

WE ARE NBN TRAINED TECHNICIANS & SPECIALISE IN
GETTING REGIONAL AND REMOTE CUSTOMERS ONLINE

We make getting connected easy!!!
www.ausinternet.com.au

SPEEWAH TO THE “HAT” 
CHARITY WALK 2022 

Celebrating the finish line at the Red Beret Hotel 2020.

The Speewah District Residents Association 

The Mareeba Shire Council (MSC) will host a post-budget community forum meeting:

Wednesday 3 August 5.30–7pm  
in the Speewah Rural Fire Brigade (SRFB) training room

Catering for this event will be provided by the Speewah District Residents Association 
(SDRA) and we hope to see many residents from our neighbourhood at this meeting where 
we will offer light refreshments. Not only is this forum a great opportunity for residents to 
consult with the MSC regarding Council’s budget and future directions for the shire, but it is 
also a fundraising opportunity offered to local voluntary organisations by Council. 

The SDRA is appreciative that this contributes to social sustainability for our small 
community through funding both the SRFB and the SDRA. We are also thankful to the SRFB 
for providing the use of their beautiful training room and facilities for this event. 

We look forward to meeting Speewah residents at this community consultative event 
and respectfully ask people to RSVP our secretary, Jo Garbellini on jgarbell15@gmail.com to 
allow for adequate catering.

SDRA Management Committee –
Annie Austin, Jo Garbellini and Charlotte de Doger Speville.

It’s that time of the year again! We are running The 2022 Speewah to the Hat Charity 
Walk for a Cause again this year on Saturday 27 August.

We are currently looking for submissions from locals who know of any other locals in 
need or deserving of a 'Hand Up' at the moment. This is open to individuals, families or other 
charitable organisations in our local 4881 region.

Please send your written submissions to speewahtothehat@gmail.com by 14 August to get 
your nominations in.

For those who wish to participate in the walk, please email speewahtothehat@gmail.com 
to register and gain full details on the event.

The walk is approximately 13.5km and requires a good level of fitness to complete safely. 
Entry is $35 per person which includes bus transfers from (old) Farmall to the Speewah 
Campground in the morning to start the event, with a bus transfer from the Red Beret, 
Redlynch, back to Farmall in the afternoon. Includes a free beer, wine or soft drink on arrival 
at the Red Beret.

We also offer a bus up the hill in the morning from the Red Beret for people who live in 
Cairns to be able to participate.

Entries close strictly con Sunday 14 August and entry numbers are strictly capped at 100 
– so first in best dressed! Don’t miss out!

We will be raffling off thousands of dollars worth of prizes on the day and are currently 
seeking local businesses to offer prizes for this very worthy cause. Please contact Mick at 
mick@farmall.net.au if you have prizes to donate as they will all be appreciated.

We have raised just a whisker under $10,000 for locals in the last two years alone!

Mick Dowling, Speewah Farmall

ITS ON AGAIN — SIGN UP!
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294 GANYAN DR. SPEEWAH 
FULLY RENOVATED QUEENSLANDER ON 10 ACRES 

Call Vik For an Obligation 
Free Appraisal, You’ll be 

Glad you did!  
0414 999 687 

$ 6 6 9 , 0 0 0  

“Oh what a tangled web we weave when  
first we practice to deceive.” Walter Scott

I was asked to be complicit in telling porkies the other 
day, and it didn’t sit well with me. It was only a piglet 
of a porkie with little grunt, but it’s hard enough to 
remember what I have done, never mind being asked 
to remember and recount something I haven’t done. 

I’ve lost myself there already, so as you can see, 
I could never make money out of lying. 

I was married to a compulsive liar, his 
compulsion to impress so strong he weaved 
amazing stories that he actually came to believe. 
Unfortunately, at the start, I did believe them. 
But then I still believed that the world was 
becoming a more civilised place where leaders 
could be trusted and we were relatively safe. 
I knew that in fact honest politicians existed, 
intent on making a name for themselves by 
making their immediate world a better place. If 
that were true, they would all be flying economy 
to Parliament, wouldn’t they? But no, to toe the 
line is not just an expression. 

It was also before we discovered that people we 
revered, stars of television and music, and indeed 
the higher echelons of society, were in fact part of a 
huge circle of paedophiles and sex offenders, living a lie 
that sucked us all in. And still we believe all is well with 
the world... Well, not I.

Meeting the Cairns Archbishop of the time prior to getting 
married in the Anglican Church, I had my first taste of how the 
next seven years would pan out. My beloved’s birthdate came up by 
some divine intervention. I noted the mistake verbally, pointing out to His 
Excellency that in fact dear heart’s date of birth was two years later than observed 
by the well meaning Archbishop. He repeated the date, and again I refuted the date, which I 
can tell you was somewhat daunting as he had God on his side and I had the devil by mine. 

Somehow I was oblivious to the fact that said beloved, sitting but two feet away from us, 
had not uttered a word regarding his nativity or indeed, my naiveté. 

“My dear,” said the Archbishop kindly. “I’m holding his birth certificate.” 
While that sunk in, I saw the holy man’s eyes flitter briefly heavenwards, either for 

Godly guidance or more likely I think, in a gesture that said, “Oh shucks, another impending 
catastrophe”. 

It was the beginning of a long series of increasingly serious and eventually alarming lies 
that culminated seven years later in my head-banging realisation that I couldn’t live with 
someone I didn’t know. The cataclysm, when it came, was in the form of an earthquake 
following years of pressure on the fault line. 

Nowadays, I don’t even like watching movies that are based on living a lie, even old 
comedies like Micki and Maude and Heaven Can Wait, or While You Were Sleeping. I 
want to jump into the screen and shake the victim by the neck, screaming “Are you blind, or 
stoooopid, like me?”.

Lies will always out, like Nixon and the Watergate Scandal, and Charles Ponzi and his 
Scheme, Lyndon B Johnson’s lies about the Vietnam War, Bill Clinton and Monica, and of 
course, Pinocchio. And dare I mention more recent events?

I’d be lying if I said I have never lied. There are silent lies or white lies where you just don’t 

actually tell the truth, but your untruth is for the greater good. For example, 
I spent a whole day in Cairns looking for replacement electric yellow 

cichlid fish having put my daughter’s beloved yellow perils into 
a split bucket while cleaning the tank. I never actually told 

her they were not Fairy, Mary and Scary, or whatever their 
names were. After all, they were all just bright yellow with 

no distinguishing birthmarks or different coloured hair 
or skin tone, and a fish finger had more personality. 

And then there was the neighbour’s guinea pig 
many years ago. They went away for a week and 
left me in charge of the guinea pigs. “Don’t worry 
about them for a couple of days,” the parents 
said. “They have a big bowlful of dried food 
and they’re fine.” Well me being me, I felt they 
needed some vegetation, so I took a carrot that 
very night. I was met by a half open run and 
a feeling of dread washed over me. The wired 
lid, held shut by a light piece of wood, had been 
lifted with ease by a huge python. One white 
guinea pig quaked next to the swollen body of 
the massive snake. The burden of responsibility 

I wore was, it appeared, heavier than the piece 
of wood expected to keep a python from its 

takeaway. 
I can’t say I was brave getting said python out 

of the run. I used a garden fork in an attempt to lift 
it through the narrow lid, and it was like a childish 

attempt at eating spaghetti. I was hoping if I could get 
it behind the swallowed guinea pig, it would wedge in the 

fork’s tines, but no. Chopsticks would have been easier. It 
just kept sliding back in. 
It was huge, and consequently I ended up getting help. I had no 

intention of being a guinea pig in these trials.  
I have to admit that later I wished it was the white one that had been 

eaten, as it would have been so much easier to find a replacement. As it was, I had to 
source a chestnut and white Peruvian style guinea pig with the same patches, of the correct 
gender, and within a week. I have to tell you, it didn’t happen. A new guinea pig was sourced 
by the parents after many tears from the wee owner, and frantic cage repairs by the dad.

I wished I had known then of www.petrescue.com.au. It’s like Tinder for guinea pigs, 
although I doubt it can compare with Tinder’s boasted 55 billion matches to date, despite 
what great little breeders guinea pigs are. All colours, ages and sizes, with delightful little 
online names like Blossom, Henry, Akshan and Honeydew to hide their real identities, and 
a little profile to ensure you find the perfect match. I thought I might share this valuable 
knowledge just in case the same thing happens to your guinea pig.

It just occurred to me then that there are more Tinder matches than there are people 
in the world. In fact, probably seven times more. No wonder the global powers that be are 
desperately trying to reduce the world’s population. 

Anyway, what’s the odd mistruth when we’re surrounded by an ever increasing level of 
corruption, lies and deceit? We’re just pawns in an obscene world game being played out 
between the rich and influential, our governments mere puppets manipulated by their 
‘owners’. Never has the expression ‘Like mushrooms, kept in the dark and fed BS’ been more 
appropriate. 

“Sticking your head in the sand might make you feel safer, but it won’t protect you from 
the coming storm”. Barak Obama.

Remember, each one of us is a creator of our own tomorrow.

 

House/Shed Pads, Land/Site Clearing 
Rock Retaining Walls 

Driveway/Roadway Excavation  
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Summit Solar & Electrical

Maintenance
Installation

Repairs

T-MSC2022-08  
KURANDA VILLAGE CLEANING CONTRACT  

Mareeba Shire Council invites written submissions from interested parties for 
the carrying out of cleaning services in the Kuranda Village.

Tender documents are available on Council’s online e-procurement system, 
Vendor Panel – https://www.vendorpanel.com.au/PublicTenders.aspx 

All enquiries or clarifications must be via the online forum which will close  
7 days prior to closing time. Council officers are unable to respond to verbal 
or emailed enquiries.

The closing time for electronic lodgement of Tenders is  
11am Friday 22 July 2022. 

Regulation 228(7) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 may be applied.

Tender will not be opened publicly. The lowest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted.

Peter Franks
Chief Executive Officer 
PO Box 154 Mareeba Qld 4880

Sharlene Kemp
0409 255 427

77 Kelly Road, Speewah
etteleahpark@bigpond.com

Hair Off The Dog FNQ

Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (KNC) 
Operated by Kuranda Information  

& Support Centre Assoc. Inc. 

6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda 
PO Box 170, Kuranda Qld 4881

P. 4093 8933 | F. 4093 8607  
E. coordinator@kurandanc.org.au

Neighbourhood Centre News
New Family Support Worker
Welcome to Terri Parsons who is our new Family Support Worker. Terri started this week 
and will be working full-time from 4 July. Drop in and say hi.

Winter Woollies
Thank you to Gayle Hannah who has made more beanies for those community members 
who are needing to keep warm. Any donations of warm clothes, socks and blankets would be 
greatly appreciated.

Furniture Exchange
Our Furniture Exchange is operational again and we welcome any donations of furniture that 
is in good condition. We are unable to take fridges and washing machines due to the risk of 
injury to our volunteers. If we are unable to take your furniture, there is also a pickup service 
that Lifeline operates. 

Thank You to TRACQS
Thank you to TRACQS for pressure cleaning our gutters, driveway, parking area and ramp. 
The outside of the Centre is looking much cleaner. Also, a big thank you for mowing our yard. 
We appreciate your assistance and support. 

Family Day in the Park
Family Day is back on this year! Ngoonbi has organised a fun-filled day on 6 July for families 
in Centenary Park to celebrate NAIDOC Week. KNC will be running our BBQ stall including 
a hot soup and NILS information stand. Grant Hynes will have his famous giant bubble 
blowing activity. A big thank you to the generosity of Terry Pates from Frogs Restaurant who 
has donated, and will be cooking, the pumpkin soup for our stall. 

Public Computers
KNC has four computers for public use again. If you need some assistance, please ask one of 
our volunteers or staff. Priority is given to people needing to access Centrelink online through 
myGov and other study or work-related use. There is also priority given to people over 50 
years of age who are building computer skills.

Street Pantry
Thank you to community members who have been contributing to our Street Pantry. Now 
that it is getting colder, items such as tinned soups, beans, rice, pasta, porridge, UHT milk are 
welcomed. A reminder that our Street Pantry is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. However, 
if the Centre is open, please come in and see one of our friendly team if you need assistance. 

The Neighbourhood Centre Team
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Local Picture Framing Shop
15 Therwine St, Kuranda | 0412 387 557

terranovagallery.com.au

Book launch and signing by Barbara  
at Terra Nova Gallery. All welcome. 
• Kids Wednesday 6 July at 11am

• General public Sunday 10 July at 11am

A story of friendship 
between a girl and 

her turtle!

Childrens Book Launch  
by local author Barbara Foster-Rentz

Heather Wunjara Koowootha, 
working on a lithograph

proudly produced
in the studios of
Editions Tremblay NFP, Cairns

www.canopyart.com.au    
   0412 408 668

INDIGENOUS ART  
FROM FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND

Limited edition prints by
Paul Bong   Sheryl J. Burchill   Bianca Foster   Brooke Foster

Heather Wunjara Koowootha   Glen Mackie (Kei Kalak)
Justin Majid   Roy McIvor   Joel Ngallametta    

Daniel O’Shane   Robert ‘Tommy’ Pau

Nobody was more surprised than Barbara herself when she 
became an author. But it was her pet turtle Rodney that 
compelled longstanding Kuranda resident Barbara Foster-
Rentz to write The Adventures of Rodney and Me. 

Believed to be over 50 years old, Rodney has been 
Barbara’s much loved pet since 1981. Over the years, nearly 
everyone who hears her stories of daily encounters with 
Rodney has said she should write a book.

While Barbara has regularly worked with veterinarian 
Annabelle Olsson of Boongarry Vet Services in Aeroglen to 
record Rodney’s weight and shell size each year before and 
after hibernation, her other chronicles of Rodney’s behaviour 
told over the years in her scrapbooking pages were regarded 
as anecdotal, not scientific.

But Barbara was encouraged to write by a friend and 
colleague of her internationally renowned entomologist 
husband, David Rentz AM of Kuranda. It was Prof. of Biology 
at Arizona University, Con Slobodchikoff, who specialises in 
animal behaviour, language and cognition who suggested 
Barbara “find a way to write it so people might accept more 
of what you see.”

After returning from a USA visit to her family at the 

beginning of the pandemic, it was the time-out in Covid-
lockdown that set Barbara on the path of how to write a book 
in earnest. 

“Among other good people, I was fortunate to be guided 
by librarian Frances Utzinger, and then the wonderful staff at 
Kuranda Library gave me a huge pile of all the recent award-
winning childrens’ books to read,” she said. 

“Well, I very quickly divided them all into two piles - those 
that I liked, and those less so. This allowed me to recognise 
what would work for me, and what wouldn’t.” 

“This is more than a children’s picture book. It’s a fun 
read for the entire family to share together while learning all 
about turtles, as unlike dogs, cats or birds, this book shows 
how a turtle pet takes more time and patience to respond and 
interact with humans.”

The book contains a statement on the place of turtles 
in Indigenous culture by First Nation’s Buluwandji Elder 
Willie Brim, words of the song Barbara sings to Rodney, an 
educational section by Rodney’s vet that explains more about 
turtles, what differentiates turtles from tortoises, advocacy 
about turtle conservation and World Turtle Day, and a list 
of Fun Facts.

Kuranda author to launch first book

The book’s artist is Kai Hagberg of Azalea House Studio 
in Atherton. While Kai is a master jeweller, he has diversified 
into painting, sculpture and other illustrative ventures.

BOOK LAUNCH & SIGNING 
Terra Nova Gallery 

15 Therwine Street, Kuranda 

Kids – Wednesday 6 July @ 11am
General public – Sunday 10 July @ 11am 

All welcome! 

Heather’s works are inspired by teachings passed down 
by her Yidinji/Gunggandji mother (Yarrabah) and her 
Wik-Mungkan father and grandmother (Aurukun and 
Pormpuraaw).

Heather's father was forcibly taken from his mother in 
Aurukun to Normanton Mission at the age of twelve. Her 
mother was also taken from her parents and placed in a 
dormitory in Yarrabah.

Heather Wunjara Koowootha

Heather is a skilled draftswoman with a fertile imagination 
to tell her stories. She works across a range of mediums 
including drawing, printmaking, painting, ceramics and 
weaving. Her works are in the collections of major Australian 
galleries.

She will be exhibiting at Northsite Contemporary Arts 
and Cairns Art Gallery during the Cairns Indigenous Art Fair 
(6-10 July). 

Heather’s art can also be accessed through Canopy Arts 
www.canopyart.com.au

"Creation Myth" by Heather Wunjara Koowootha. 
Lithograph drawn on stone.

The next meet up of the 

Kuranda Writers Group wil
l be 

held on 

Thursday 14th July

10-12 noon 

At the Kuranda Library

All welcome!

Kuranda
Writers
Group
Hi All

PH: 0435 001156
www.facebook.com/Kuranda-Writers-Group-106231515332401

Bring along
something
you're

presently
working on 
OR write a

piece along 
the theme of
PLEASURE

we meet once a month

On the 2nd Thursday 

of the month

10-12 noon

gardening

walking 
my dog

massagegiving 

gifts

CAIRNS INDIGENOUS ART FAIR 2022
Various venues in Cairns

6 –10 July 2022
Full program and information

www.ciaf.com.au

POWER TALKS
AT WRITERS GROUP IN JUNE

June’s theme of “Power” certainly got the creative 
juices flowing, inspiring several poems, a short story, 
an exploration of the myriad forms of power and shared 
thoughts on the nature of power and power plays in our 
world. The theme for the July meeting (Thursday 14 
July at 10am Kuranda Library) is “Pleasure”, or bring 
along any original work to share. 

“Don’t forget things that were painful or embarrassing 
or silly. Turn them into a story that tells the truth.”  

Paula Danziger (Author 1944–2004)
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www.kurandaamphitheatre.org 
support@kurandaamphitheatre.zendesk.com
Kuranda Amphitheatre

rudekat & dreadagade present

  SUB-TRIBE  rayjah 45  
julian bel-bachir  monkey marc

  lady banton  chocolate strings  
BENJAMIN WALSH live jUNGLE show  THE PAD BOYS   

  zaynab  the madtones feat. Torres  cinnamon sun  DJARRAWAY  
the zephyrbees  DIGGIS  MANUKA  CHOP SUEY  JESS WITNEY  OLD MAN RIVER
SECRET TUESDAYS  ZDC  spring jaiah  toshi sakamoto  CHILACAYOTE  SOLOMON

MAYI WUNBA dancers  AUDIO PIRATE  PSYD FX   DUBCIDE  MISTICKAL DUBMAKER  SCOUT  
TASTY DJ  FAUX MO  CAMO KOALA  DJINNAH  SPOTTY DOT  BILLY DREAD  RUDEKAT  

solua duo  Art of connection  seijin sound  elani butler and more!  

3 days of Roots, Reggae & waterfalls

july
15-17 2022

kanjini, emerald ck, fnq // tix: kurandaroots.com.au  

Kuranda Roots Festival will be held for its second year at Kanjini – at the foot of the amazing 
and mystical Emerald Creek Falls in Buluwai Country, 15-17 July 2022.

Kuranda Roots originated at Kuranda Amphitheatre in 2003 (as the Kuranda Reggae 
Festival) and has become one of Australia’s longest-running outdoor roots and reggae events. 
The program features a unique line up of First Nations, Pacific and interstate acts, with a 
huge showcase of local Kuranda and FNQ talent. As well as two stages of music and lush 
creek-side swimming, there is an eclectic program of fun workshops, a festival art gallery, 
and a food and craft village.

The full line-up has just been released and features Trans-Tasman soul dubsters Sub-
Tribe, Reggae producer and activist Monkey Marc, world famous drummer extraordinaire 
Benjamin Walsh (live Jungle Show), Brisbane’s super funky Chocolate Strings, 
Melbourne’s boss selecta Lady Banton, NZ’s Rayjah45, North African kora extraordinaire 
Julian Bel-bachir, Brisbane’s ska raggamuffins The MadTones featuring Torres 
Bradley, Canadian soulstress Zaynab Wilson, Kuranda legends of roots rock reggae The 
Pad Boys, the silken vibes of Cinnamon Sun, tropical faves The Zephyrbees, Manuka, 
ZDC, Jesse Whitney, Chilacayote, Faux Mo, Secret Tuesdays, Solomon, Old Man 
River, Mr Molecule, Komorebi, Djarraway, Djinnah, Camo Koala, Audiopirate, 
Dubcide, Mistickal Dubmaker, Spring Jaiah, Scout, Tasty DJ, Psyd FX and Spotty 
Dot. 

Kuranda Roots is for all ages and is drug- and alcohol-free. Tickets are limited this 
year and will sell out! Head to kurandaroots.com.au for more program, ticketing and event 
information.

KURANDA ROOTS festival
15–17 July 2022

Warmest greetings to all our chilly members and community from President Peter McCabe. 
Some great entertainment is coming to warm all hearts.

Firstly thanks to all our volunteers who are making the Amphitheatre look and feel 
wonderful and, as promised, getting the party started.

On Tuesday 21 June, we had 80 students from Brisbane Ormiston College performing a 
youth masterclass of music and voice. These talented musicians performed on the main stage 
featuring 31 piece wind symphony, 10 piece symphony strings, 11 piece string ensemble, 8 
piece vibrato guitars, 8 piece acoustic guitars, Bellas – 26 female vocalists, Redbacks – 11 
male vocalists and 18 piece big band.

It was a brilliant performance. The audience was wowed by the musical talent and the 
performers amazed at the experience of performing on the Amphitheatre main stage.

Big thanks to Kuranda District State College students and their families for attending, 
and music teacher Tamara for making arrangements to connect with the Amphitheatre and 
experience world class student music and voice performance talent. And, of course to Liza 
and Kez for providing all the refreshments.

On Tuesday 28 June, we did it all again with Brisbane Clayfield College performing – 
featuring 30 students delivering a 15 piece choir and 15 piece string ensemble performance 
master class. Amazing!

These performances are part of Kuranda Amphitheatre engaging with Australian 
promoters developing national tours for youth orchestras and ensembles and voice choirs. The 
school groups have mainly toured to Canberra, and the Amphitheatre is pleased to provide 
an alternative and outstanding venue to promote national youth music and performance. 
Against the backdrop of Cairns and Kuranda, these are memorable live outdoor entertainment 
events for both the audience and performers. We look forward to further engagement with 
promoters and schools around Australia.

Please be advised that the UnderStage is currently unavailable for hire due to ongoing 
technical upgrades and WHS compliance. Looking to get back up and running as soon as 
possible. 

WORKING BEE 10 JULY 10am–2pm
Lunch and refreshments provided

Happy NAIDOC Week celebrations to our community 3–10 July 2022
GET UP, STAND UP, SHOW UP

A FUN FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT – 
DOLITTLE

Saturday 2 July at the Top Pavilion
Gates open 5pm with movie starting 7pm

$5 per person or $15 per family of 4 
Bookings: www.trybooking.com/CAJSE  

or cash at the gate.
This is an alcohol-free event with hot food, munchies  

and drinks – so no need to BYO food please. Dress up as 
your favourite animal for a chance to win a prize!

BYO blankets, comfy camp chair, bean bag etc.
See you all there
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www.kurandaartscoop.com
Cnr Coondoo & Thongon Streets • 4093 9026

The Focus on Kuranda 
Photography Group 
is a Facebook group for 
photographers of all levels. 
Photos featured here have 
received the most 'likes' for 
the previous month (at the 
time of going to print). 

"A little Olive-backed 
Sunbird visiting my 
garden today" 
Sam Butters 
(30 May 2022) 

JUNE

New exhibition space at 
Kuranda Arts Co-op.

Photo: Gayle Hannah

Entries are being received and we are very pleased 
to announce there will be an additional prize of the 
Peoples’ Choice Award of $250. This award will 
go to the artist who receives the most votes online 
amongst the finalists chosen for the Kuranda 
Art Prize. Sincere thanks goes to Toni Rogers of 
Cantata Studio, Kuranda, who made this kind 
donation of $250.

The judges for the Kuranda Art Prize are:
• Toni Rogers  

(kurandaartscoop.com/tonirogers)
• Kai Hagberg  

(azaleahousestudio.com.au/kai-hagberg)
• Dr Angela Meyer  

(angelameyerartist.com)
Please encourage your artistic friends to enter 

the Kuranda Art Prize. Entries close on 31 August 
2022. 

peoples' choice  
PRIZE ANNOUNCED

Our 25th Birthday Celebrations 

Our 25th birthday exhibition Kindred will be opened on 29 July and run until 31 August 
2022. We have chosen the title Kindred to show and celebrate the connection between the 
members past and present. While artworks can embrace this theme, it is not a necessary 
requirement as we are in principle, kindred spirits. 
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Wed–Fri 10am-3pm
Sat–Sun 9am-3pm 

Celebrating 40 years of quality service in Kuranda 2020

6pm on Friday 22 July 2022 
with Jeanette Wormald Trio

Three course dinner 
$35 per person

Bookings are essential 4093 8952

• Pumpkin Soup  
with macadamia and wattle seed dukkah

• Roast Pork Belly  
plus organic apple sauce with a touch of  

maple syrup, seasonal vegetable bake

• Sticky Date Pudding  
with dollop cream and plum sauce

Enjoy local citizen 
scientist talks  

over coffee 
9.30–10.30am 

Wednesday  
27 July 2022 

Trip Advisor Certificate of 
Excellence 2013–2021.  

9 years running!

Visit us at the Heritage Markets

EXTENSIVE MENU Bookings  

4093 8952

Dine on the deck!

Christmas in July
Science 

Bites

www.cairns.qld.gov.au/understory

SHORT
FILM
FESTIVAL

IN PRIZES
$5K
ENTRIES
OPEN
NOW

Bats and Trees Society of Cairns Inc. is a local not-for-profit 
organisation dedicated to the care and protection of flying 
mammals in the Wet Tropics bio-region. We engage the 
community and educate people in Far North Queensland as 
to the vital roles bats play in maintaining the health of the 
Wet Tropics World Heritage Area.

Our aim is to enable people to live peacefully with bats. 
To help us learn more about our bats and engage 

the community in conserving them, we have two citizen 
science projects for individuals, schools and community 
organisations. We also carry out education to schools, 
community groups and at market stalls and events.

  

Discover your local bats – An engaging science 
citizen science project

Do you know what bats are around you? The Wet Tropics 
region is home to 48% of Australia’s 80 bat species. 

Most Australian bat species are small insectivorous bats 
that use echolocation to navigate and hunt for prey. Calls are 
emitted by the mouth or nose and the echoes are received by 
the bat to give information on insects and their surroundings. 
These bats are making a lot of noise, but we can’t hear them 
because they use ultra-frequency sound waves.

However, using specially designed bat detectors, we can 
convert the bat calls and echoes to a visual format which 
helps us identify the species. 

BatSoc has purchased several bat detectors which we 
are loaning to individuals, schools and groups so you can 
monitor the bat activity around your local area. We’ll train 
you in how to use the detectors so you can record and identify 
the bats. We will also be holding four community bat blitzes 
over the next year. 

The project aims are:
• To increase knowledge of the distribution and habitat 

needs of our echo-locating bats
• Update their conservation status 
• Support the community to be actively engaged in bat 

conservation
If you are interested in attending a bat blitz or 

taking part in the bat monitoring project, contact us at  
president@batsoc.org.au. 
This project is proudly supported by the Queensland 
Government—Engaging Science Grants. 

Save Our Spectacled Flying-fox Watch Project

We are wanting to know what our flying-foxes are doing, 
where they are feeding and where they are roosting 
throughout far North Queensland. As well as improving our 
knowledge of movements, roosting and foraging behaviour, 
the data collected is used by the Recovery Team to inform the 
Recovery Plan and conservation activities. 

The link to the bat watch survey can be found at www.
surveymonkey.com/r/2C7BMN8

Part Two of the project will begin later this year and will 
restore critical roosting habitat in the Central Swamp, Cairns 
to improve resilience to heat extremes and reduce mortality 
in future heat waves. We will be engaging a professional bush 

regeneration team, but also setting up a community habitat 
restoration team that will carry out restoration works, tree 
planting and weed removal, on a monthly basis and keeping 
an eye on the site. If you are interested in joining this 
volunteer team please contact president@batsoc.org.au
The Save Our Spectacled Flying-fox watch project is made possible 
through a Queensland Government Community Sustainability 
grant, Protecting Queensland’s Threatened Species.

If you are interested in a presentation to your school 
or community group or would like to become a volunteer, 
please contact BatSoc at president@batsoc.org.au or  
text 0412 311 403. 

Hear more about our Citizen Science from Maree Kerr, 
at SCIENCE BITES event at Frogs Restaurant 27 July  
at 9.30am.

Myotis macropus, Australia's fishing bat. Photo: Bruce Thomson
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Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce
communitytaskforce.org.au
coordinator@communitytaskforce.org.au

Ecofiesta fun

At the Cairns Ecofiesta on Sunday 29 May, the 
Community Taskforce shared a space with the Wet 
Tropics Management Authority to help showcase 
the great work being done by the Yellow Crazy Ant 
Eradication Program. 

Over 600 people visited the stall and learned about 
yellow crazy ants and the threats they pose on 
environment, lifestyle, agriculture and economy. On 
display were maps showing infestation areas near 
Kuranda, one from when the yellow crazy ants were 
first discovered and the other more recently showing a 
huge decrease in yellow crazy ants—this highlights the 
ongoing successes of the Authority’s Yellow Crazy Ant 
Eradication Program.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Surveys in Kuranda Tree frog habitat
Invasive ants have been found in critical frog habitat and 
the Kuranda Tree frog is under threat from yellow crazy 
ants. Checking for invasive ants will ensure protection of 
this endemic and critically endangered species.

We need your help so please get in touch if you would 
like to assist with the survey. A medium level of fitness 
will be required due to some steep terrain.
Morning tea and lunch provided.

WHERE: Contact Sylvia 0409 647 714 or email 
coordinator@communitytaskforce.org.au for location 
details.
WHEN: 8am–12.30pm 30 July and 20 August 2022

VEXPO—FNQ Volunteer Expo
Volunteering opportunities available to help at our 
information stall.

WHERE: Tanks Art Centre, Collins Avenue, Cairns
WHEN: Sunday 24 July 2022

Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce

The Community Taskforce is a community-run 
organisation which assists the Wet Tropics Management 
Authority in managing the yellow crazy ant infestations 
in Kuranda. Volunteers are involved in all aspects of 
the program, including undertaking regular monitoring 
activities, completing surveys of known infestation areas, 
and assisting in hand baiting.

Volunteer with the Kuranda Yellow Crazy Ant Taskforce 
by calling (07) 4093 8989 or by joining the Kuranda 
Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce Facebook page.

Goodbye yellow crazy ants

Back in 2014, Russett Park residents’ homes were 
crawling with yellow crazy ants. In May 2022, the survey 
has found no yellow crazy ants in this area. This is great 
news for everyone, but also a reminder to stay vigilant—
just because yellow crazy ants have not been found 
doesn’t mean they are not there. The odour-detection 
dogs will be filling in a few gaps in the coming weeks. 
Please keep up the great work of reporting suspect ants. 

Let’s hope the continuing annual surveys show the same 
results. A huge thanks to the Wet Tropics Management 
Authority and NQLMS field staff for their incredible 
efforts. To report yellow crazy ants or book a toolbox talk 
for your business call 42410525 or 1800 CRAZY ANT.

Community Taskforce volunteer Tim Brown and Ciara Bridgland 
enjoying sharing yellow crazy ant information at Cairns Ecofiesta. 

The Community Taskforce recently launched an 
educational video called ‘Protect Your Patch’ which 
demonstrates methods of quarantining a pot plant—we 
demonstrated these methods on the day, sending out an 
important message for gardeners to water bath or bare 
root their pot plants and check plant material for invasive 
ants before selling, swapping or sharing. 

We spoke to a Daintree family who were concerned 
about electric ants recently discovered in their area. They 
went away inspired by the efforts of the Community 
Taskforce and want to start something similar in their 
community. We gave them our information brochure, 
shared some electric ant information and referred 
them to Biosecurity Queensland Electric Ant Eradication 
Program. Community support is vital in eradicating 
invasive ants and by encouraging the local community 
to get involved we can all help to stop the spread of 
invasive ants. 

Friends of the Community Taskforce stop for a chat and catch up 
on the programs progress.

Community Nursery and Landcare

Opening times (others by appointment)
Nursery – 284 Myola Road, Kuranda  

Monday and Thursday 9am–1pm • Saturday 10am–1pm

Cash, 'tap and go' or internet bank transfer available

4093 8989 (nursery) • 0419 624 940
info@envirocare.org.au • www.envirocare.org.au

Caring for Kuranda’s environment
“by standing on the shoulders of those who have gone before”

Box trailers for hire.  
Contactless pick up and return. All plugs catered for.

Text or call Sarah on 0499 588 145 to book.

No doubt you already know Kuranda Envirocare provides 
opportunities for volunteering in our nursery, tree planting 
and our monitoring projects – frogs and creek water quality. 
In fact we have only volunteers working in our nursery, tree 
planting and monitoring endeavours and our management 
committee. 

But did you know we also provide part-time employment 
for Kuranda locals where grants provide funding? We have 
Andrew Horn doing site preparation and maintenance in 
order to achieve canopy closure by three years in our tree 
plantings (no more need for intensive maintenance), Sylvia 
Conway is our YCA Community Taskforce coordinator for 
Kuranda, with Ciara Bridgland assisting her, and Edward 
Bell is our latest coordinator for citizen science. These part-
time positions are funded through various programs with 
the State Department of Environment and Science and the 
Federal government. 

So indirect social benefits flow from direct government 
expenditure on environmental projects when volunteers put 
in effort to apply for grants and are accountable for making a 
difference on the ground. 

David Orr, Acting Senior Scientist (Water Quality) from 
Queensland Dept of Environment and Science will speak 
on this long running project with a focus on all aspects of 
the water quality within the Barron River catchment. Please 
come along with your water quality questions. All welcome

Thursday 4 August 7–8pm, Kuranda Recreation Centre, 
Fallon Road, Kuranda.

Looking for a low 
growing, shade tolerant 
native plant as a filler 
for your garden? 
Here’s just the one for 
you. 

A small ginger to 1m 
wide, with reddish green 
leaves and deep red below. 
It grows well in moist shade 
and containers to form thick 
clumps 50cm to 1m high. Prefers well 
drained soil and flowers in summer.

Available now at the nursery $3 each, along with a range 
of smaller plants for your garden.

Volunteers and local employment Great Barrier Reef Catchments Water 
Quality Project – David Orr

Plant of the month – "Little Ginger"

18–25 July Frog monitoring. Monitoring fun starts after 
6.30pm *new time*. Check FB or email Ed at  
kuranda.evirocare.science@gmail.com

Wednesday 27 July Science Bites – 9.30–10.30am. 
Talks from citizen science project leaders. Frogs Restaurant 
at Heritage Markets. Bookings through Frogs Restaurant 
4093 8952. See poster opposite.

Thursday 4 August Guest Speaker – 7–8 pm. Speaker 
meeting presented by David Orr of GBR Catchments Water 
Quality. Kuranda Recreation Centre. Light supper. All 
welcome.

• Date Claimers •

Palmerston Highway 
Photos: Vern Hansen 

Sarah Gibson and Sylvia 
Conway at the Little Road 
causeway with water 
sampling equipment – 
part of the water quality 
project with David Orr. 

Edward Bell with water quality monitoring 
trainees. Photo: Cathy Retter
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Two-storey high, unique Dinosaur Skeleton,
fossil and gemstone museum, gift shop,

gemstones, crystals and jewellery.
Located at the Original Kuranda Rainforest

Markets – look out for the
big Dinosaur out the front!

FREE ADMISSION

7–11 THERWINE STREET, KURANDA
emuridgegallery@bigpond.com

Thu–Mon
9am to 3pm

DINOSAURS IN 
KURANDA

0408 728 711

TLC TREE SERVICES
Family owned and operated

Damien Woodcock
Professional Arborist

BASED IN KURANDA

• Qualified Arborist
• Fully insured • Ergon authorised

• Qualified and highly experienced climber
• Free quotes and advice

• No job too big or too small

Experience ranging from small trees through to 
advanced rigging, crane work, block clearing 

and controlled tree removal.

treelc.com.au
0408 150 734

treelopperscairns@gmail.com

REPORT YELLOW CRAZY ANTS

CALL: 1800 CRAZY ANT
p |  4241 0525         e | yca@wtma.qld.gov.au  

w | wettropics.gov.au/yellow-crazy-ants         facebook | @ycawettropics

4mm body length

www.minibeastwildlife.com.au

Ruby, the king of precious gems, is the birthstone for 
fortunate folks born in July. Whether you're showing your 
love for someone born in July, or celebrating a 15th or 
40th wedding anniversary, there's no better gift than ruby 
gemstone jewellery.

Rubies are often associated with wealth and prosperity. 
Many ancient crowns were decorated with rubies, because 
they represented good fortune and courage. The ruby's deep 
red colour also has ties to love, passion, and raw emotion. 
Long ago, humans believed that rubies contained drops of 
Mother Earth's blood.

Rubies are known for their beautiful red colour. In fact, 
'ruby' is derived from the Latin rubeus, which means 'red'.

Symbolic of passion, protection, and prosperity, ruby 
gemstones have been revered since ancient times. Rubies 
have been particularly prized in Asian countries. Records 
suggest that rubies were traded along China's North Silk 
Road as early as 200 BC. Chinese noblemen adorned their 
armor with rubies because they believed the gem would grant 
protection. 

Burma has been a significant ruby source since 600 AD. 
Burmese rubies are still some of the most prized of all rubies. 
After classical Burmese mines were depleted, the Mong Hsu 
region of Myanmar started producing rubies in the 1990s.
Though these lacked the rich red hue of traditional Burmese 
rubies, they were treated with heat to improve saturation 
and transparency. Heat-treated rubies is a common practice 
nowadays. 

Though ruby has a long history, it wasn't recognised as 
a variety of corundum until 1800. Prior to that, red spinel, 
tourmaline, and garnet were also believed to be ruby. Even 
the Black Ruby, one of the famed crown jewels of England, 
was considered one of the largest cut rubies until determined 
to be spinel.

Imitation ruby dates back as far as Roman times, though 
it wasn't synthesised until the early 1900s. 

BIRTHSTONE OF THE MONTH

July
The red fluorescence power of ruby helped build the first 

working laser in 1960. Rubies—both natural and synthetic—
are still used to make lasers, as well as watches and medical 
instruments. 

For jewellery, there are five major kinds of ruby: Burmese 
ruby, Thai ruby, Mozambique ruby, Tanzanian ruby, and 
Madagascar ruby. 

Burmese rubies are a deep red, vibrant and highly-
saturated. They don't contain many inclusions of other 
metals. Thai rubies are very high quality and are slightly 
darker, including burgundy tones. Mozambique rubies are 
known for their brightness and transparency. Tanzanian 
rubies have a clean colour and structure, and a bit more 
affordable than others. Rubies from Madagascar generally 
have more of an orange-blush.

Contributed by Chris Maaten, Emu Ridge Gallery,
Fossil and Gemstone Museum, Gift Shop.

Photo: Karin Notaro from 
Silk Road Gems, Kuranda

Minibeast Wildlife’s Australian huntsman poster –  
available at shop.minibeastwildlife.com.au
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www.minibeastwildlife.com.au

Tel: 0403 210 431
leon@waterboresqld.com.au
www.waterboresqld.com.au

WaterBores QLD are your local water drilling specialists

Based in Kuranda and servicing Far North Queensland

Call Leon for a free site inspection and quote

• Domestic bores • Stock bores • Irrigation bores.

THAI KAI CAFE
TAKEAWAY OR DINE IN

11.30am–7.30pm 
Wednesday to Saturday

Closed Sunday, Monday & Tuesday  

**Bookings required for dining**

The Red House, 24 Coondoo St, Kuranda
Phone 4093 8770

OPENING HOURS

BYO

Alan Henderson, Minibeast Wildlife
Top: The Tiger Huntsman, a local and one of Australia’s most 
spectacular species. 
Above: A Banded Huntsman with obvious sensory hairs.
Photos: Alan Henderson

With eight feet made for climbing on almost all kinds of 
terrain, huntsman spiders have no problems running across 
our walls and clinging to our ceilings. Their feet have pads of 
microscopic hairs which give them grip on a molecular level. 
This allows them to climb where many other spiders simply 
cannot go. Their gravity defying motion combined with 
sudden bursts of speed do cause many a heart rate to rise 
suddenly, and despite being harmless they certainly do give 
many people shivers. Love them or hate them, these small 
hairy Australians are as much a part of our wild heritage as 
gum trees and kangaroos.

As their name suggests, huntsman spiders are just that 
– spiders that hunt. Roaming our houses is just another 
hunting ground, and one which is often rich in pest insect 
fodder. Sporting a flat, fuzzy body and extensive legs, the term 
'huntsman' refers to the members of the family Sparassidae. 
With colours ranging from orange, brown, green, to grey, 
combined with spots and banding, it is an impossible task to 
describe here all the Huntsman spiders one might encounter 
throughout Australia. There are in fact around 200 species 
Australia wide, and plenty within our region.

One of the largest is the Golden Huntsman (Beregama 
aurea), a massive yellow-orange species found on the white-
trunked Eucalypts west of Kuranda. Another giant is the 
Banded Huntsman, Holconia immanis, which is found from 
Victoria to northern QLD, a particularly common resident 
of gum trees around local rivers and creeks. Our region 
also boasts one of Australia’s most spectacular; the Tiger 
Huntsman, a species yet to be scientifically described.  

One amazing local species is the Lichen Huntsman 
(Pandercetes gracilis). Lichen Huntsmen have incredible 
camouflage which, unlike other huntsmen, allows them to 
remain on tree trunks all day long. Our most common species 
is the Jungle Huntsman (Heteropoda jugulans). This species 
is extremely versatile and occupies a vast number of niches 
within the rainforest, hunting on leaves, tree trunks, on the 
ground and even in burrows. 

Delena cancerides is the Social Huntsman which lives 
in large colonies under bark and logs, and is best known for 
emerging from firewood in southern Australia. Neosparassus 
sp., the Badge Huntsmen, are tree-dwelling spiders renowned 
for their intricate 'badge' designs on the underside of their 
bodies. 

A common misconception about spiders is that they all 
weave webs to capture their prey. In fact, Huntsman spiders 
never build a web to catch their prey, but do use silken threads 
to line their hidden retreats under bark, as safety lines when 
moving around, and to create egg sacs to protect their eggs. 
They are highly efficient hunters without webs. The long hairs 
covering their legs are sensitive to the tiniest air vibrations – 
so much so that these spiders are known to leap accurately in 
the dark and catch prey, consisting of insects (such as moths 
and cockroaches) and even other spiders. Contrary to popular 
belief and exaggerated television, humans are not on this list! 
The legs of most huntsmen are arranged in such a way that 
allows them to scuttle side-ways (much like a crab), which is 
particularly useful for capturing their prey, and scuttling to 
safety to avoid predators.

Female huntsman spiders construct white papery egg sacs 
to protect their eggs, which may number in the hundreds. 
The mother spider will remain with her eggs for around 30 
days until they hatch, and then allow the tiny spiderlings to 
cluster all around her for a week or so before they set off to 
face the world alone. Apart from a brief acceptance during 
breeding, most huntsman spiders do not like others nearby 
– in fact if this happens a bigger one will often catch and eat 
the smaller one! 

Aside from their unsettling speed and movement, these 

spiders are usually quite docile unless heavily provoked. If 
you find one in your home, it is best to cover it in a glass 
or jar and slide some paper underneath in order to relocate 
it outside, rather than killing it. Remember, these little 
hairy guys are the ones guarding you from household insect 
invasion!

Visit website for more information on local and other 
wildlife – minibeastwildlife.com.au

The hairy hunters
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KURANDA BRANCH
20 Thongon Street
Email: collblu@antmail.com.au
Booking Agent: Colleen Blunt 0448 434 186
President: Vicki Donovan 0400 791 345

farewell Christine
Best wishes to Christine Ritchie – 
Crafts Convenor Kuranda CWA
Kuranda members gathered in June to wish 
Christine and her husband well in their move 
from Kuranda to the Tablelands, on yet 
another venture in their long lives. Christine 
has been a stalwart and inspiration for 
those involved with CWA locally. Christine 
shared her desire to pass on the experiences 
she had back in 1984 in South Australia, 
of "the magic of women when gathered 
together." From 2003 Christine travelled 
up from Cairns by bus to participate in 
the Kuranda Craft sessions, gaining her 
own qualifications to teach and share her 
knowledge. Eventually they moved to the 
Kuranda area in 2010. Christine told those 
gathered that she would love to see the 
passion she experienced carried on. 

A bit of local history remembered 
at the Far Nth Regional QCWA 
conference in Cairns recently! 

Allie Jenkin, of the Freshwater Branch, and 
Vicki Donovan (President of the Kuranda 
Branch) attended the conference at the Cairns 
Colonial Club. Allie 92 years of age, a former 
Kuranda resident and long-time member of 
the Kuranda CWA, shared memories of her 
father Albert Ferrari. Albert was owner of one 
of two Kuranda sawmills situated close to the 
railway station, where the family also lived. 
Allie was surprised to discover, in an historical 
article given to her at the conference, that her 
father supplied the cut timber for the original 
timber section of the CWA Hall. The hall was 
built by generous local men and officially 
opened for community use in 1940. (Sourced 
from the 50th Celebration of the KCWA 
Report).

AGM Meeting – Our AGM meeting is on 
Wednesday 27 July at 2pm at the Kuranda CWA Hall. ALL WELCOME – come and find 
out what we have to offer and what you can contribute. Afternoon tea provided.

Crafts Social – Our monthly Craft mornings are on the third Wednesday of the month. Our 
next morning will be on Wednesday 13 July 9am–12noon. Gold coin donation. All welcome.

WHAT'S ON AT THE CWA? 
Contact the following hirers for any enquiries regarding their activities:
KCWA meetings/special events – Colleen 0448 434 186
Craft and Social Morning tea, and Trading Table – Christine 0427 535 916
Yoga in Rainforest – Aileen 0419 726 955
Yoga with Tina – 0499 593 119
Tae Kwon Do – Jeff 0437 438 196
Myola Body Groove – Sandra 0447 737 415
Tension & Trauma Release – Sabine 0415 959 195
QiYoga – Liza Soenario 0413 178 489

Hall Hire Available – Our hall is air-conditioned, has a fully equipped kitchen, and security 
screens. Timeslots currently available: Monday 11am–5pm, Tuesday 12–5pm, alternate 
Wednesdays until 5pm, Thursdays until 5pm, most Saturdays, Sun afternoons.

QCWA 100 Year August celebration planning – QCWA 100yr August celebration 
planning is happening now. If you have old photos and memories that we can copy/scan and 
collate, please contact Krishna Buhler 4093 8730 or come to the Social Morning at the Hall 
on Wednesday 20 July at 9am.

President Vicki Donovan presented Christine 
Ritchie (Crafts Convenor) with a CWA Motif 
Mosaic made by Colleen Blunt – thanking her for 
her years of commitment to Kuranda CWA.

Kuranda Men’s Shed

Session Times
Men's Shed • Wed & Sat 8.30am–11.30am

She Shed • Tue 1–5pm, Friday 8am–1pm, Sun 1–5pm
116 Kuranda Heights Road 

Contact
Geoff (Men's Shed Manager) mensshedkuranda@gmail.com
Peta (She Shed Coordinator) kurandaSHEshed@gmail.com

We’re so lucky to have our Shed and as time passes it is easy to overlook the progress that has 
been made to make the Men's Shed what it is today — a community asset. 

'Ricochet' Richard and the Management Committee’s plans for the Shed development 
projects have been progressing over the last four months and it is all coming together. 

John has been busy putting together an honour board, designing and building a step stool 
and notices for the Shed. His skills are a real asset to the Shed and he is active in many local 
groups in our community. 

incorporating
KURANDA MEN'S SHED

KURANDA SHE SHED

Honour board – respect for our founding members and those who helped make it happen.

Dougie has completed some plinths for the Kuranda Arts Co-op to display their artworks, 
he is also making seedling trays. Frank is also working on the mesh seedling trays and turning 
out a fine finished product. Frank also produced some useful star picket lifters in the metal 
workshop. Malcolm is in the process of redesigning a vintage woodeand rattan lounge seat 
for his verandah which, knowing Malcolm, will be a real feature when completed. Don took a 
break from the metal workshop to have an operation on his back. He is on the mend and back 
at the Shed where he is building the steel timber storage racks. 

So the message is, if you want to make something or see how something is made, do 
something and get involved come and see us at the Men’s Shed. 
Geoff

KURANDA SHE SHED
Our days at the Shed seemed to pass very quickly, and it grew cold and dark earlier and there 
seemed less time to finish ‘that thing’ that I really wanted to complete before it was time to 
pack up the tools and tidy the Shed for lock up. 

When we sit down for our morning and arvo cuppa we share our stories and future 
projects visions.

We recently worked 
together as a team to 
produce a gift for Bunnings. 
A charming letterbox that 
the kids can use for their 
colouring-in competitions. 
It has been left unpainted 
so they can dress it up for 
themselves, but Charo 
couldn’t resist decorating it 
with some beautiful vines 
(see photo). A big shout out 
to Loris who put in a lot of 
effort on that project, with 
Bunnings supplying the 
materials.

Also, old mates Sue and 
Lynne, have been enjoying 
themselves on numerous 
small projects, and one 
tedious renovation project 
on some Queenslander 
windows. Builders are 
renovating Sue and husband 
Bill’s home and Sue is pulling all the 'good' stuff out of their skip and bringing it to the Shed. 
We don’t like wasting anything at the Shed, and UPCYCLING is one of our main aims. Lynne 
has made a beautiful wind chime using upcycled timber, electrical wires, and the pipes from 
her old wind chime. Lovely Loris continues to renovate and personalise her van for her 
eventual road trip and journey to Tasmania to be near her family. I’m making a stool which I 
am crafting from a white oak slab I dug out of the back of Geoff’s truck. I am wanting to keep 
the natural/raw look of the slab but figuring out the angles for the legs is proving problematic, 
as I am learning that when I choose to keep the live edges. However, I trust that with Shed 
Boss and the other’s helpful hints and ideas I will figure it out. 

If you are interested in joining the She Shed, come along around cuppa time to share a hot 
beverage and a chat, and see if it is a fit for you. Fridays and Sundays at 10am and Tuesday 
at 3pm. 
Julla 

Letterbox with Charo, Lynne, Loris, Geoff and Sue.

Allie Jenkin (Freshwater CWA) attending the 
QCWA Far Nth Division Conference.

The Kuranda Paper is a  
not-for-profit publication. 

Profits generated by advertising 
support local community 

groups and projects. 
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0402 537 952

Laurence Capocchi
Your local guy looking after your TV problems

All with a friendly  smile!

• New Antenna Installations
• VAST and Satellite Installations

• NBN - Wifi Networks
• Data, TV and Phone Outlets

• Home Theatre & Sound Systems

Antenna Guy
Laurence

laurence.antennaguy@gmail.com

FBL CONSULTING 
SERVICES

Ph: 4038 1359
Fax: 4038 1346

Specialising in business advisory,  
property investors and late tax returns

www.kurandaconservation.org
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Phone: 4093 8834 | Email: kurandaconservation@hotmail.com 
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The KCons Community Nursery is nearly always open!

The community-based NATIVE PLANT nursery specialises in 
plants for wildlife. Share your place with our local critters.

Get your BIN STICKERS order online or call 4093 8834. 

HIRE A CAR TRAILER ($10 half day, $20 whole day). 
** Two sturdy box trailers available to hire **

If you need a PLANT IDENTIFIED, give us a call or send us  
a photo of the leaves and fruit or flowers.

We have WILDLIFE CARERS to assist with  
injured wildlife – 0488 548 886.

CONTROLLING FERAL PIGS
Feral pigs are an ever-present pest in this Wet Tropics region. They scrounge 
and multiply in the forests here unabated, causing erosion on river and stream 
banks and fouling the water we use. They can spread diseases to other animals, 
agricultural and native, and they predate on many of our frogs, small animals 
and very importantly to us, they raid cassowary nests eating eggs and small 
cassowary chicks. They need to be gone!
We are fortunate to have a few reliable, responsible and highly skilled marksmen 
who are able to shoot a feral pig with one shot. It’s quick and final. Taking a boar 
out of the scene helps to reduce numbers dramatically and you don’t have to be 
good at maths to see the advantage of taking out a pregnant sow.
But these are God’s creatures; they have a right to live, you cry. Yes, in their 
natural environment, but not here. They were not put here by God, but by man. 
In fact, the feral pigs we see around us these days are related to the pigs that 
were released (or escaped) from the early settlers to these shores. We call them 
Captain Cooks.
It is always good to 
know why a gun is 
being fired in our area 
and it’s wise to check 
it out. Call the police 
if you’re concerned or 
call us. We’ll be able 
to reassure you if feral 
pigs are being shot.
Thank you to our 
special pig shooters 
who are doing a 
real favour to the 
environment we 
treasure so much.

KURANDA REGION CASSOWARY RECORDS
Thank you Jo Martin for setting up the Kuranda Region Cassowary Families – A 
Cassowary Friendly Neighbourhood Program. You can add your recent sighting 
of cassowaries on to this program by clicking on the link at  
www.kurandaregion.org/cassowary-records. This will take you to where you can 
add your record. You can continue to let us know on 4093 8834 or message us at 
Kuranda Conservation as well.

THE CASSOWARY ART TRAIL PROJECT
This will be a regular story in the Kuranda 
Conservation column in The Kuranda Paper, now that 
we have received RADF funding. With the help of 
donations, we are now able to buy three life-sized 
unpainted cassowary statues which should be here in 
2-3 weeks. 
One statue will be painted by Rebecca Koller, 
very well known as a wildlife artist and her tireless 
work with wild animal rehabilitation. This work has 
lead her to be featured on a number of programs 
including the David Attenborough Climate Change 
documentary. 
The second cassowary statue will be painted 
by George Riley of Djabugay. His tribal name is 
Jillimablu which means Owl. One of the large and 
fantastic works he did was the design and painting of 
the historic Cairns-Kuranda Scenic train. 
The third cassowary will be painted by Connie Rovina 
who is of KukuThaypan, Cape York, and Widi/Birriah, 
Central Queensland ancestral heritage. She will use 
both traditional ochre tones and multi-colours from 
inland bush to sea themes, and abstracts about life 
as Aboriginal people. She also runs a stall in the 
Kuranda Original Rainforest Market. 
The individual paintings will show the artists’ 
connections to the cassowary and nature. With 
the Cassowary Art Trail we will also create a wider 
awareness of the endangered Southern Cassowary. 
To be informed connect to FB/IG (cassowarytrail) or 
www.cassowarytrail.com.au. 

Last but not least we also need your help and 
would appreciate any donation. If you have  
any questions or are interested in sponsoring  
a part of the Cassowary Trail email  
info@cassowarytrail.com.au.

MEET THE 
ARTISTS

Plant a 
tree a 
day!

Rebecca Koller

George Riley

Connie Rovina
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SAUNA RE-OPENED 

4 person far infrared sauna and 
magnesium plunge pool
Far infrared sauna is beneficial for the cardiovascular 
and lymphatic system, healthy skin, pain relief, 
chronic fatigue, exercise recovery, and immune health.

Located at 383 Myola Road, Kuranda.

For bookings call Jaunita on 0423 866 959 or visit  
www.yourfamilynaturopath.com.au

“ Enjoy for $60 per person or get 
a 10 pass for $450 (transferable 
with friends/family)!”

Shop 4/25 coondoo St.  tel 0428643117   

fb ceti bath shop    ceti.com.au 

       July OPEN everyday  10am-3pm.     

bath shop 
handmade in Kuranda 

soap, bath products, 

natural skincare, essential oils,  

candles, gifts & more 

Ashtanga Yoga 
Kuranda

Invest in your 
Health and Wellbeing

Village Yoga Life offers:
• classes for all levels
• individual private  

yoga classes
• introduction courses  

and workshops

biannka@villageyogalife.com.au
www.villageyogalife.com.au

Contact Biannka
0407 634 116

A New Age in Care
circle

Phone: (07)40938386     
Mobile: 0410 114 404

email:  kindredcircling@gmail.com 

©freelancecreative.biz

ARE YOU AN ELDER 
NEEDING CARE?

ARE YOU AN ELDER 
NEEDING CARE?

We are Nurses providing private care,
o�ering permanent care solutions.

Stay at home or live with us in a home setting.
This gives you a great Lifestyle.

OUR SERVICES:
• Supply Cardboard Caskets
• Information and Referral

• Provision of resources e.g. Will Kits

Margaret Yandell
Secretary/Director
0413 653 735
tender.fnq@gmail.com

Incorporated with Deductible Gift Recipient Status

Why Tender Funerals Model of Care?
Did you know the average funeral costs around $8000 and 
can cost as much as $20,000? This can be a devastating 
shock to someone earning a low income or with no savings. It 
can take years, or even decades to repay.

This is what has inspired Tender Funerals Far North 
Queensland to launch a not-for-profit, community-run 
funeral service. Our aim is to walk alongside people to 
reclaim control of their funeral experience, doing as much or 
as little as they are able. More information can be found by 
reading the Tender Funerals Australia 2021 Impact Report, 
the Tender Funerals Network Year in Review 2021 and the 
Tender Funerals Frequently Asked Questions which are 
available on the Tender Funerals Australia website. 

Who are we and what are we doing about it?
Tender Funerals Far North Queensland is a not-for-profit 
partner and franchise of Tender Funerals Australia working 
in development toward a common aim of ensuring that 
people in financial need can access affordable, honest and 
customisable funeral services. The social franchise network 
includes Illawarra and Sydney, Mid North Coast, Tasmania, 
Perth, Canberra and Far North Queensland sites. Each site is 
independently incorporated but working within the Tender 
Funerals Australia values framework.

We are a group of community orientated people from a 
diverse range of cultures, professions, and life experiences. 
We have all been drawn together with the focus of helping 
support, share information, empower people and to create 
discussions about death and dying.

We became involved with Tender Funerals in 2019. 
We identified that Far North Queensland had no not-for-
profit funeral service offerings. Most members of our group 
have firsthand experience of working with disadvantaged 
groups affected by the cost of funerals and the existing 
depersonalised approach, and we realised how this impacted 
peoples' experience of bereavement. In looking to align 
with Tender Funerals we had a site visit to Tender Illawarra 
and Sydney, which cemented our plans - and we have been 
involved with Tender since. 

Tender Funerals Far North Queensland is incorporated 
and has just been granted charitable status. We hold monthly 
meetings, have a strong Board of eight Directors and growing 
social media presence. In response to local demand, we have 
sourced a pallet of Daisy Box cardboard caskets to distribute 
to the community. This has led to a number of community 
members buying and decorating their own cardboard caskets 
in ways that are meaningful to them. We are planning further 
fundraising activities and popup market stalls to raise 
awareness and build our profile in Far North Queensland. 

What does this mean for Tender Funerals Far 
North Queensland?
Tender Funerals Far North Queensland is supported by 
Tender Funerals Australia, Social Ventures Australi and 
SEFA. It means we are well supported.

Tender Funerals has been successfully operating in 
Port Kembla, NSW since 2016. They have held over 600 
funerals and continue to grow. Tender’s full range of services 
are accessible, inclusive and based on principles that align 
with people’s individual culture, values and beliefs – an 
enriching experience to truly honour the deceased and assist 
with a healthy bereavement. They were featured on ABC’s 
Australian Story on Monday 20 June which can seen now 
on iView.

What does Tender Funerals Far North Queensland 
need to get started?
Simply put, we require the start up capital to establish a 
property with mortuary.

Throughout 2022, we will launch a local crowd funding 
campaign and focus on grant applications seeking ‘seed’ 
funding that will grow a sustainable, independent financial 
model into the future. We are looking for a Cairns based home 
from which we can deliver to Cairns and surrounds. We are 
also engaging in discussions to explore innovative, creative 
and affordable ways to support more remote communities in 
Far North Queensland. 

We are seeking local financial partners who are aligned 
with our values and who believe in our vision to provide 
the power of informed choice, to strengthen the community 
using kindness and honesty and to always be not-for-profit 
and community owned.

You can also contribute by:
• Joining the Friends of Tender Funeral Far North 

Queensland which will also manage volunteer 
workforce and contributions.

• Or by making a Tribute Gift ‘In Memory Of’ a loved 
one who has died. You are also welcome to donate 
‘In Memory Of’ your pet. All donations are tax 
deductible. Please share a little about the person you 
are honouring and what they mean to you. We ask you 
to limit this to 2-3 paragraphs if possible and feel free 
to include a picture.We also welcome a picture of your 
pet who has died and holds a special place in your 
heart. Share a favourite memory or what you loved 
most about them.

Email tender.fnq@gmail.com for more information.
Note: If you do NOT want us to share your story, please let us 
know. In kindness and with gratitude, Marg Yandell.

Members of our Board (taken at Justine Schlicht' property in 
Speewah at one of our monthly meetings.
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Extra Services: Podiatrist, Dietician, Psychologist, Diabetic Educator, Nurse,  
Asthma Care, Indigenous Health and more…

Monday – Friday   •   8.30am to 5.00pm

Dr Dave Cuming: dermatology, paediatrics, minor surgery –  
Monday, Wednesday (am), Friday (am)

Dr Hal Hancock: Fridays 9.00am–4.00pm
Dr Veerendra Sinha: specialises in skin cancers and excisions –  

Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am–5.00pm
Dr Agufana Pepela: Outreach every second Monday at Kowrowa

Dr Yvonne Doveren: Outreach & Indigenous Health only – every Thursday fortnight
Dr Steve Salleras: Monday and Wednesday 8.30am–5.00pm

Dr Raheel Ahmed: Monday to Friday 8.30am–5.00pm
Dr Frank Kwikiriza: Monday to Friday 8.30am–5.00pm
Dr Charlie Williams: Monday to Friday 8.30am–5.00pm

Nurse Terry: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday – Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander patients 

cnr Barang and Thongon Streets • 4093 7118
“Professional Care in Your Community”

KURANDA MEDICAL CENTRE

kurandahistory@gmail.com
PO Box 896, Kuranda
Kuranda Historical Society

Working with the Kuranda community to preserve  
our history and tell our stories

A Tea Party in the Rainforest?
Dugg Stratford has kindly offered his beautiful Paradise property at the Top of the Range 
for a Kuranda Historical Society fundraising Tea Party event. The Tea Party will be held in 
September which is also the 100 year anniversary of the first car coming up the Kuranda 
Range Road in September 1922. There will be cucumber sandwiches and music, as well as the 
telling of tall tales and true of the area. Set amongst an amazing licuala palm forest, Dugg has 
offered to take visitors to the Tea Party in his tractor train. 

Tickets for the event will be available on Try Booking and from the Kuranda Visitor 
Information Centre.

would be complementary, if not linked. Please email kurandahistory@gmail.com if you have 
some images you would like to share.

History Trivia 
We said we would publish each month one round of the questions and answers from Kuranda 
History Hysterical History Trivia Night in March this year. Here’s the questions and answers 
from the second round entitled Alternative Lifestylers:

1. What was the name of the original hippy commune in Barron Falls Road? Titanic. 
Extra points: What year did it start and by whom? 1972 Mark Weaver.

2. Who said this and was quoted in which paper in 1972? ''Marijuana is one of the worst 
drugs in the world. The stark fact is that if they use it, they will use it again. I don't 
know any habitual taker of marijuana who has succeeded in his studies, and some 
try for years to pass an exam.'' Anonymous Kuranda Policeman, in the Cairns Post 
article entitled "Drug addiction is high in the district"

3. What was the name of the boat built at Speewah by Rosebud Farm? Big Mama
4. Name three people in the original Holloways Beach Push that moved to Kuranda, and 

according to the late Jon Williams, created the awakening of the Kuranda we know 
today. Eve Stafford, Ron Bruce, Ron Edwards, Brian Clarke, Jon Williams, Reinhard 
Hillmann.

5. What is the active constituent in the magic mushroom? Psilocybin. Extra point: Spell 
it correctly

6. What MSC local government local tenure allowed the early hippies to afford to buy 
their land? Tenants in Common

7. Finish this sentence "Don't jog in the …" Fog
8. Who glued her hands to the 'wrong tree' 

during Skyrail protests in the 1990s? Bronwyn 
Rohweder

9. What are the initials of one of the people 
involved in the building and driving of the 
biggest joint ever driven down Coondoo Street 
during an eponymous Spring Festival event of 
2004? C.N. and D.H.

10. Who was the early alternative lifestyler 
known as the “Butterfly Man of Kuranda”?  
F r e d e r i c k 
Parkhurst 
Dodd

First motorised car to make its way up the Kuranda Range, an Overland, driven by Mr William 
Moller. It was said there was £5 offered for the first person to drive up the Range, and that Bill Moller 
bested the Cairns motor dealer of the time. Photo courtesy of Brett Moller (William’s grandson) – 
from "Kuranda The Village in the Rainforest 1888–1988" by Shep Humston. 

Right: "Don't Jog 
in the Fog" t-shirt. 
Photographed by 
Greg Hillman.

Far right: FP 
Dodd with case 
containing his largest 
specimen of the moth 
Coscinocera hercules, 
1930s. Photographer 
unknown. Source: 
State Library of 
Queensland.

Kuranda History Story Boards Project
Keep an eye out for our first historic project in town. The KHS received a grant of $3,000 
from the Queensland Museum to create six story boards to install on the outside of the KHS 
office in Centenary Park. We are hoping the installation will catch the eye of visitors as they 
traverse the park and that locals will feel a sense of pride having these stories told. 

The six story board themes are:
• Kuranda Range – Conquering the Mountain
• The Barron Hydro Electricity Plant – First in Queensland
• Dodd the Butterfly Man
• Hippies – Kuranda’s Alternative Lifestylers
• Timber Industry of Kuranda
• Djabugay People (Being provided by Djabugay Corporation)

We are hoping to have these completed and installed sometime in late July.

Historic Kuranda photos 
Do you have old photos of the Kuranda region and personalities you don’t know what to do 
with, but know they are special and would really like to have them preserved for posterity and 
available to others? The KHS is starting to compile a photo library and already we are finding 
little treasure troves of Kuranda history in people’s boxes around the ridges. 

KHS does not want to keep the original photos, but rather scan images at high resolution 
(600 dpi). We envisage each image will be labelled and have a short description attached 
including its provenance. 

The idea for the Kuranda Historical Society Images Library is that all images would be 
searchable and available. We are in discussions with Cairns Museum to ensure our systems 
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143 BYRNES STREET MAREEBA 4880

open weekdays 8.30am to 5pm

INCOME TAX
SUPERANNUATION

ACCOUNTING
ASSET PROTECTION

BOOK KEEPING
WEALTH CREATION

AUDIT
4092 1244

mareeba@grubersbeckett.com.au

• Sand Fills • Site Cleanups
• Landscape Work
• General Excavation
• Post Hole Borer 300/450/600mm

SERVICING KURANDA AND DISTRICT

Call Tony
0432 773 351

NEXT FoE FNQ MEETING: 
Wednesday 13 July 7pm via Zoom. For details, please 
contact Margaret 0403 214 422, pestoriusm@gmail.com or 
sign up at www.foefnq.org.au. New members welcome. 

Sustainable Growth & Other Myths
The Challenges
We face several threats to the quality and survival of human life. These include:

• climate change and increasingly severe weather events.
• loss of biodiversity resulting in destruction of ecosystems and the interconnected web 

of life on earth.
• pandemics
• annihilation by nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction.
• pollution of essential resources such as water, air and soil.

Better Questions
Currently, in a late bid to address climate change, the Federal government plans to roll 
out renewables on a huge scale. These certainly need to be part of the solution – as well 
as leaving coal, oil and gas in the ground. However, putting industrial scale renewables in 
areas of high biodiversity and causing deforestation of thousands of hectares of land seems 
counterproductive. We need to ask "Do we need all this energy?" and "Can we continue with 
limitless growth on an increasingly fragile planet?"

The Growth Illusion
Back in 1992 , economist Richard Douthwaite wrote The Growth Illusion: How Economic 
Growth Has Enriched the Few, Impoverished the Many, and Endangered the Planet. He 
pointed out "Growth has pushed the economic system beyond safe environmental limits. The 
present revolution involves our acceptance that Earth is finite and the laws of nature apply 
to us." 

So how can we fix the problem of the destructive impact of human activity on wildlife 
habitats worldwide? In 2019 the Intergovernmental Science – Policy Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services wrote "humanity will need a transformative change, 
including sustainable agriculture, reductions in consumption and waste, fishing quotas and 
collaborative water management."

Degrowth and a Steady State Economy
Finally we are beginning to realise when we talk about the environment, we are talking 
about something that is ultimately part of us, something essential for our physical, mental 
and emotional health and our very survival. Friends of the Earth FNQ believe our economic 
system needs to change from one that puts greed and private interests ahead of people and 
the planet. Instead the system should improve people’s lives and the environment. 

What would this look like?
Instead of an economy with an ever increasing use of resources for a growing population, we 
need an economy that quietly contracts. This would involve:

• less production and consumerism.
• systems of fair taxation and consumption permits to redistribute profits within and 

among countries.
• producing longer lasting items that can be recycled.
• reducing waste and working towards a circular economy.
• Stabilising our human population (now 7.95 billion. The current average population 

increase is estimated at 81 million people per year). 

Creating change
As individuals, we can choose to change how we eat, shop, work and travel to reduce our 
impact .We can also lobby governments for a long-term, whole picture, intersectional 
approach to address all the existing threats. A short-term approach with limited focus is no 
longer good enough (such as building nuclear power stations with all their risks or industrial 
scale renewables resulting in both loss of forests and species extinction). 

Every year 2.12 billion tons of waste is dumped. 
If put on trucks, they would go around the 
world 24 times. (Ref: theworldcounts.com)

PLASTIC ON AUSTRALIA’S BEACHES 
CUT BY ALMOST A THIRD

CSIRO Chief Executive Dr Larry Marshall said the results 
of a recent study show what could be achieved with a Team 
Australia approach towards coastal litter. 

The study, published in the journal One Earth, builds 
upon CSIRO's extensive coastal litter surveys completed in 
2013, and includes 563 new coastal surveys, and interviews 
with waste managers across 32 local governments around 
Australia.

Lead researcher Dr Kathryn Willis, a recent PhD graduate 
from CSIRO and the University of Tasmania, said globally 
waste control was driven at a local level, so the research 
focussed on identifying which local government approaches 
had the greatest effect on reducing plastic pollution found on 

beaches. "Our research set out to identify the local government 
approaches that have been most effective in reducing coastal 
plastics and identify the underlying behaviours that can lead 
to the greatest reduction in plastic pollution," Dr Willis said. 

"We were really surprised and excited to also find that 
there was on average 29 per cent less plastic on our beaches 
than in 2013 when similar surveys were conducted.  

"Whilst plastic pollution is still a global crisis and we still 
have a long way to go, this research shows that decisions 
made on the ground, at local management levels, are crucial 
for the successful reduction of coastal plastic pollution.”

The study sorted local government waste management 
actions into three categories of how to prevent poor waste 
disposal. These categories were based on three established 
theories of human behaviour. These behaviours were:

Planned behaviour – strategies like recycling guides, 

information and educational programs, and voluntary clean-
up initiatives help reduce coastal litter.

Crime prevention – waste management strategies 
such as illegal dumping surveillance and beach cleaning by 
local governments yield less plastic in the environment.

Economic rationality – actions such as curbside waste 
and recycling collection, hard waste collections and shopping 
bag bans reduce local litter.

CSIRO researcher and paper co-author, Dr Denise 
Hardesty, said that the research showed how quickly change 
could happen when effective waste management strategies 
were deployed.

The One Earth paper is available at  
www.cell.com/one-earth/fulltext/S2590-3322(22)00263-9

Source: CSIRO
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A quick, easy and done right 
permaculture garden

What a delightful garden visit I had this month. Not only did 
I enjoy seeing a productive permaculture garden designed 
from scratch, but I came away with arms full of homemade 
jamu juice, rosella and darkalade jam (dark marmalade), and 
garden cuttings thanks to the gracious generosity of Gabe.

Gabe arrived in North Queensland in November 2020 
with a car loaded with herbs, greens, flower cuttings, and some 
other less important stuff from her previous house, to make a 
life in the dry edge country of Koah. She had previously lived 
in tropical Indonesia and soon realised that her gardening 
knowledge would need to be revised for this new dry-land 
home. After looking at her medium-sized backyard—as bare 
as a tennis court and with major water run-off issues—she 
immediately got in contact with Blake Hudson from Organic 
Motion who designs, builds and grows organic gardens, to 
book a permaculture design consultation. 

Gabe knew she wanted a permaculture garden having 

previously attended a Permaculture Design Course and 
having attended the Permaculture Convergence in Cuba in 
2013. She also had little spare time, the means, and wanted 
to get the garden right from the start rather than making a lot 
of inevitable and sometimes costly mistakes along the way. 

Blake came out and consulted, drew up a plan they both 
liked and in a ‘one day garden blitz’ lead by Jay, the blitz 
crew cut swales to control the water flooding and run-off, 
raised berms, lay lots and lots of cardboard, lay truckloads 
of compost and mulch and put in a banana circle and 
irrigated garden beds with a fruit tree in each one – and it 
was done. Just like that. Painless and with loads of invaluable 
knowledge imparted along the way. The results 18 months on 
are great. Now there is no run-off into the neighbours’ yards, 
no boggy spots, rich organic soils, a flourishing food forest 
and best of all, lots of yummy produce. 

Gabe’s modest garden has 64 edible species and growing, 
including papaya, soursop, finger limes, moringa, mulberry, 
persimmon, amaranth, elderflower, pigeon pea, chillies, 
mugwort, bee balm, tulsi basil, sweetleaf, cassava, dragon 

fruit, leaf pepper, sambung, okinawa spinach, tree lettuce, 
plectranthus, andrographis, lemongrass, pinto peanut, 
cardamon, turmeric, sweet potato, coleus, sawtooth coriander 
and lots of cosmos, marigolds and rosella flowers. Every day 
she goes into her garden and picks her salad greens, cassava, 
rosellas for tea and, of course, turmeric for her daily immune 
supporting jamu juice. It’s delicious! 

She’s still learning what works and what doesn’t in her 
little patch – pumpkins from just a few seeds completely 
took over one area the first year (yum! pumpkin soup, bread, 
gifts), some wood she used for edging attracted termites 
and ginger doesn’t really grow at all – but that’s part of the 
growing journey. But overall she does very little garden work 
other than chopping and dropping mulch plants like pigeon 
pea, mugwort and cassava to keep the soil covered and fed 
and keeping the banana circle fed with mulch and food scraps 
which gives her regular rich compost. 

Gabe says she is completely happy with her permaculture 
designed garden and still sees it as money well spent to fast 
track her sustainable, organic, high yielding garden. But she 
says her best yield in the garden is Vitamin D—much needed 
but not always obtained even in the tropics—and pleasure. 
Pleasure in walking around a shady food forest of a garden 
and observing the changes and growth. 

If you are keen to seek local professional knowledge, 
just want a garden plan drawn up or want the entire garden 
made-over give Organic Motion a call or go to their website 
organicmotion.com.au/plants-nursery or Facebook page 
Organic Motion Permaculture.

Rachael Kelly – YourGardenHarvest
www.facebook.com/YourGardenHarvestAustralia

Local Kuranda woman and TRACQS employee, Dianne Long, 
recently competed in the Oceania Games held in Noumea as 
a member of the official Australian Karate Team, where she 
won silver and bronze medals. 

She was sponsored by TRACQS Kuranda, and the 
National Indigenious Australians Agency (NIAA). She 
travelled to Noumea for the competition with Cairns woman 
Junko Sakamoto who also won silver. 

Junko was kindly sponsored by her dojo and Smithfield 
Sushi Train. 

Both are members of Cairns Fudoshin Shitoryu Karate, 
which also holds a children's class here in Kuranda. Contact 
Chris Long 0437 485 600 for more information.

The girls would like to thank their sponsors, the Kuranda 
and Far North Queensland community, and The Kuranda 
Paper for their support. It was an amazing result for local 
girls in a major International tournament.

oceania games

success

Junko and Dianne at the Oceania Games. 
Photos: Chris Long

BEFORE AFTER
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A VIEW FROM THE UNDERSTOREY by Paul Devine

Astrology
The Stars in JULY

Rob hart

by

Resident Astrologer & Tarot Card Reader
Kuranda Heritage Markets
4093 0218 or 0499 548 456

Starts with a bang! On the first day of July there 
is a Mars in Aries square to Pluto in Capricorn. 
Aggressive, explosive, violent and if you have a 
birth planet on angle around 27° of the cardinal 
signs Aries, Cancer, Libra or Capricorn then take 
cover, avoid any possible confrontation or if you 
want to engage, be prepared to go all the way! Acts 
of great strength and courage may be called for. It’s 
just one of those tough times that perhaps can’t be 
avoided. It will be interesting to see what happens 
on the world stage, with explosive violence as the 
vibration.

With the Sun, Mercury and Venus into Cancer 
with Mars and Uranus in Taurus, staying home 
and involved in home and family projects are 
really good options. Much can be achieved.

A Capricorn full moon on 13-14 July weakens 
authority and suggests bending, if not breaking, 
some of the rules. Not too blatant and you’ll 
probably get away with it, or find that your own 
“rules” are being tested. Tolerance is good now.

Mercury opposing Pluto on 18 July could bring 
some quite heated discussions with the truth 
being something of a casualty. A very “float like a 
butterfly, sting like a bee” kind of transit.

The Sun opposite to Pluto 20-21 July suggests 
intense encounters with others and the time 
for big changes. Again, it’s important to avoid 
violence but, even so, power struggles seem 
inevitable. Go into win! Those 27 cardinal degrees 
are prominent. 

Venus and Neptune bring some beautiful and 
magical creative energies into active projects 
around 13 July. Action is the key here. Let the 
visions become works of true beauty and love. 
That gets a nice kick-along when the Sun goes 
into Leo on 23 July and a fiery trine between fire 
planets Sun and Jupiter in the fire signs of Leo 
and Aries is outstandingly optimistic, positive and 
expansionary, and with Jupiter stationary, going 
retro at the end of the month is very much about 
re-addressing and healing past mistakes. With 
Mars coming into conjunction with Uranus at the 
same time, this could be sudden, revolutionary, 
and impact on the world political and military 
situations. 

So, also a very interesting end to the month. 
Julius would approve – pull out the jambs, take 
action to move forward and “think big” and that’s 
July!

Blessings

On a wet and windy day in June, I found myself standing at 
the lookout adjacent to the Barron Falls train station, with a 
group of young Bulmba Rangers looking across at Din Din 
(Barron Falls) in medium flow, but paying more attention 
to the ridges above and to the west and east of the falls. 
Specifically we were looking at the vegetation on those ridges. 

While there, I also heard how at the beginning Gudjugudju 
took the shape of Budadji the rainbow carpet snake and 
created Bana Wuru (Barron River) and Din Din as well as all 
the other waterways between Yain giri and here. This is all 
on the country of the Djabugay bama. Din Din (Barron Falls) 
holds a powerful place in this story. 

While visiting the Queensland Art Gallery (QAG) recently 
and walking through the Josephine Ulrick and Win Schubert 
galleries from across the room, and given the very adequate 
lighting, I caught a sight familiar to most residents of Kuranda. 
There on the southern gallery wall were the raging waters 
of Din Din, the Barron Falls. Part of the QAG Collection, a 
128.9 x 86.2cm oil on canvas, entitled Barron Falls 1906 and 
painted by Winifred Rumney, England/Australia 1860-1919. 

A rather clever headline, “Barron Falls on Canvas” may 
have caught the eye on page five of the Cairns Morning Post 
of 10 February 1909. It informed the reader that “there is on 
view in a Queen Street chemist’s window a large painting of 
the Barron Falls by Winifred Rumney”. 

The author of the article, whose name is not mentioned, 
goes on to offer the opinion that the artist had bestowed 
upon the work a great deal of labour and “evidently gone to 
considerable pains to study at the very source of inspiration 
– the spot itself”. 

Unfortunately, apparently “In this instance the picture 
suffers somewhat from not being hung in a good light, 
but despite that disadvantage it can scarcely fail to attract 
attention”. Curiously sitting above this piece of art critique is 
an advertisement for King Tea being purveyed for 1/6 LB at 
all local grocers.

This large oil landscape, completed early last century by 
Winifred Rumney, is unusual for a number of reasons, not 
least, that the artist was a woman. At that time, she was an 
artist, a resident of Cairns, a teacher at a Cairns Technical 
College and a private arts tutor. She was attracted to the 
spectacular subject matter of her painting as were very 
many locals and tourists at that time. After nearly five years 
of construction involving at times up to 1,500 workers, the 
rail link between Cairns and the Atherton Tablelands was 
completed in 1891 allowing for the opening of the Kuranda 
Scenic Railway and quickly resulting in the falls becoming 
one of the most popular tourist destinations in Queensland. 

The Barron River is over 165km long from its source near 
Mt. Hypipamee to the sand and mud enmeshed mouth near 
Machans Beach. This catchment covers an area of 2,100 
square kilometres. As the river swings east and prepares 
to tumble 250 metres to the coastal floodplain below, it is 
entrapped within a tight, deep gorge. Din Din. 

Unfortunately, according to the Wet Tropics Waterway 
Report Card, the Barron River is the most modified of all the 
Wet Tropics catchments and the one most heavily regulated 
by water supply infrastructure. Its health in many regards 
is poor and declining. This modification has resulted in the 
monetisation of the natural values of the Barron Catchment. 
As is the way of these things, many individuals and groups 
have benefited from this monetisation including the irrigation 
owners, land developers, farmers, tourist operators, local, 

State, and Federal governments and more. Those who 
managed this landscape since time began, for a long time 
were excluded from this process and did not benefit. They 
are the traditional owners. They are now asserting their 
authority and demanding to be heard in their efforts to make 
the river healthy again.

So why were the Bulmba Rangers and I so interested in 
the vegetation growing atop the falls? Winifred’s oil painting 
is very fine and shows much detail, of rocks, water, grass, and 
trees. The painted trees appear unmistakably to be eucalypts. 
This is certainly true of those on the western ridge and whilst 
more difficult to be sure, probably also on the eastern side 
as well. In 1906 as depicted, eucalypt forests and woodlands 
dominated that landscape, kept in that state by millennia of 
traditional owner cool cultural burning and management. 

One hundred and sixteen years on, many of those 
eucalypts and their children can still be seen, but as fire has 
been excluded for so long, they are now becoming lost in a 
swelling sea of deep green rainforest.
References: 
Article “Barron Falls on canvas”. Trove www.trove.nla.gov.au/
newspaper/article/32134121
www.wettropicswaterways.org.au/wet-tropics-report-card/
freshwater/barron-basin/ 

An artist's eye for detail

"Barron Falls 1906" by Winifred Rumney. Born England 1860 and 
died Australia 1919. Oil on canvas, 128.9 x 86.2cm.

Gift of the Agent-General for Queensland, London 1971
Collection: Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art.  

Image courtesy: QAGOMA

WORLD STORYWATERS

Ancient tales
from around

the world 
with 

Master Storyteller
Michael Quinn  

Friday 1 July 
11.00am Atherton Library
2.30pm Yungaburra Library

Tuesday 5 July 
11.00am Herberton Library 
2.00pm Ravenshoe Library

Book at bit.ly/tablelandsevents

TRC
TABLELANDS REGIONAL COUNCIL

Friday 1 July
11am Atherton Library

2.30pm Yungaburra Library
Tuesday 5 July

11am Herberton Library
2pm Ravenshoe Library

Book at bit.ly/tablelandsevents
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RANGERS
r e p o r t

KURANDA HORSE & PONY CLUB

N E W S

Shout from the Dugout – by David Lyons

As a volunteer coach for my son's U10 football team, you 
will often see me at the soccer at Endeavour Park on a 
Saturday – shouting encouragement from the sidelines, 
barking some tactical instruction or another onto the 
field like "positions" or "mark up". If I'm not coaching 
there, I'll be cheering on my daughter's U12 team.

The Kuranda Rangers Football Club (KRFC) runs off our 
voluntary support and contributions from the community 
around us. For that we are both grateful and proud.

We are lucky in Kuranda to have a local football club 
within the community. A Club that is open to everyone, 
is easygoing, and run for the love of the game by the 
community.

It is a sad fact that community-run organisations are 
under threat and—equally sad, but just as real—once 
they are gone, they are gone for good. Because, while 
keeping a community club up and running takes a little 
time and effort, building a new club from nothing is an 
almost impossible task.

That is why I am putting out this call to action to the 
wider community to support KRFC and make sure that 
you protect this precious part of our community. Bring 
your kids along to training – we welcome all ages and 
skill levels. And, more than anything, ensure that you 
have something to pass onto future generations to 
enjoy. Do you want yours to be the generation that sees 
community sports disappear for good?

Playing football is great for growth and personal 
development. The training and matches are a melting pot 
of backgrounds and experiences. They teach your sons 
and daughters invaluable life lessons – from teamwork 
and leadership, to confronting and overcoming 
challenges and learning from both your victories and, 
especially, your losses.

Even in today’s world, there are very few chances to 
experience something so thrilling—and so exciting—as 
the rush of victory with your teammates.

Now, as a father with sons and a daughter, I was cautious 
at first to get involved. I didn't play much soccer 
when I was young. What experience could I bring as 
a coach? And it's every Saturday for a season, plus a 

training session during the week. It was, I thought, a big 
commitment. 

But once we started, it wasn't an issue. Now everybody 
looks forward to the next training and the next match. 
Talking about the game after is great for bonding with 
your kids. I have seen how team games have provided a 
much healthier arena for learning the values of friendly 
competition than anywhere else – especially over the 
virtual worlds of online gaming. Sports let you meet 
your opponent face-to-face. You learn accountability at 
an early age. You learn to remain humble in victory, and 
gracious in defeat – because you know that you'll be 
standing on the other side of that result soon enough.

Our Club takes great care to instil every one of our 
players with these ideals of responsibility. Every player 
is a representative of the Club and, as a result, of the 
community as a whole. Sportsmanship and good conduct 
are a big part of what we do. These are important lessons 
that only need to be learned once, and then they are kept 
for a lifetime.

The Club does great work in this community – the 
community which you are also a part of. If any of this has 
resonated with you, then come along and get involved.

We cater for ages 5 to 14 years and we generally field five 
teams in the FNQ Football competition every year. Our 
training is held every Thursday during the season, from 
4.30–5.30pm. Additional skills training is available on 
Tuesdays 4–5pm. To find out more go to our Facebook or 
call our Club contacts.

Club contacts:  
Adric Rusch 0429 488 214 or Simone on 0402 003 164, or 
via our Facebook page. 

It’s coming into the busy time of year with your horse, as 
there are 13 clubs in the North Queensland area, and each 
club tries to hold a gymkhana. This is where members from 
all the different clubs go and compete against each other. 
Riders from our Club have been out and about competing 
at Mareeba, Malanda and Edmonton to name a few, and 
have achieved some great results. So congratulations for 
getting out and having a go. There have also been jumping 
competitions and training so within Pony Club there is 
something to suit everyone.

We have had great attendance at our Club rallies that are 
held once a month. This where you can learn and practise 
events before competing elsewhere.

It is also the start of the Show season and they have some 
great events for pony club riders, which is always a great 
experience.

But it’s not all about winning! It’s about the friendships 
made with kids from other clubs and gaining confidence in 
their riding abilities, and forming a special bond with your 
horse. This is the great part about being involved in Pony 
Club.

On 30 July it’s our Club's turn to hold our annual 
gymkhana. This is made possible with the help of some 
wonderful sponsors who have made donated for a set of 
trophies. THANK YOU TO THESE SPONSORS: Kuranda 
and Mareeba Veterinary Services, Kuranda Pet Resort, 
Sundance Vets in Mareeba, Wiperman, Mindfulness with 
Horses, Casali’s Mareeba, Mareeba Shire Council.

If your company would like to help the Club and sponsor 
a set of trophies it is $80 per age group. Please email us and 
we will send you the details.

On 31 July we will also be hosting an Interschool Open 
Horse Sports day. This means anyone, at any school, who 

owns a horse can come along and ride for your school — you 
just need to wear your sports uniform and compete against 
others in the same grade. You do not have to be a member 
of a pony club to compete — it's a great opportunity to give 
horse sports a go. So spread the word around your school to 
encourage anyone with a horse to come along and have some 
fun. 

The programs will be out soon, so keep an eye on our 
Facebook page for the details.

ROOM FOR HIRE
The Club has an air conditioned room available for casual 
hire at great rates. It would suit a variety uses e.g. meeting 
room, massage or yoga classes.

If you are interested in viewing the space or needing any 
more information please email kurandahpc@gmail.com 

RALLY DATES
• 24 July 
• 30–31 JULY CLUB'S ANNUAL GYMKHANA, 

INTERSCHOOL HORSE SPORTS WEEKEND
• 28 August
• 25 September
• 23 October

Keep up to date with what is happening at the Club on our 
Facebook page.

If you have your own horse and would like to join Pony 
Club in 2022, contact us for more information via email 
kurandahpc@gmail.com or leave a message on our Facebook 
page.

Till next time, Happy Riding
Di Curtis, Club Instructor

Rally days held  
at the Kuranda  
Horse & Pony Club

U8s with coach Taranga
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WAYGAL-A-GALING BUWAL-WU

Going looking for words

BAMA
BANDJIL
BANYDJI
BARNDIL
BARRINI
BAWI
BIBUNBAY
BIBUY
BIWUL
BURRIBURRI
DARRNGGIDARRNGGI
DAYAL
DJABUL
DJADJA
DJURRAY
DUNYU
GALNGA
GALNGGIRR
GAMI
GAMINDJARR

GANANGGIRRAY
GARGUN
GUMBA
GURRAGURRA
MANGA
MAYI
NGAMA
NYUBI
NYUMBU
WADIRRI
WAGAL
WANGARRI
WARRUWARRU
WARRNGU
WUNDAYBAMA
WURGUNY
YABA
YABURU
YALNGGAY
YILAALA
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WAYGAL-A-GALING BUWAL-WU 
Going looking for words

The Bama (people) of this area (bulmba) shared a common 
ngirrma, language.

The Djabuganydji, Bulwanydji, Nyagali, Yirrganydji and 
Gulunydji have lived here for millennia. The Djabuganydji called 
it Djabugay. The Bulwanydji called it Bulway.The Yirrganydji 
on the coast called it Yirrgay. The ‘ay’ sound at the end of these 
words sounds like the archaic English word ‘aye’ for yes. 

Some of their stories go way back in time. The Djabuganydji 

DJABUGAY
A guide to the pronunciation of Djabugay words

believe that once their hunting grounds stretched to the Barrier 
Reef. At the end of the last ice age there was a rise in sea-level 
that pushed the people back inland and created the present 
shoreline. Nowhere else in the world have people been able to 
preside continuously in one place for so long, passing on their 
stories to the present day.

The actual word ‘bulmba’ has many meanings: home, 
camping ground, territory, the weather and the authority of 

the elders, upholders of the Law. This bulmba is constantly 
changing, depending on the time of the year, the season and 
the weather.

Thanks to the Bulmba Rangers for help with selection 
of wordsearch words and to the Djabugay Tribal Aboriginal 
Corporations for their work in preserving the area’s linguistic 
inheritance.

     Michael Quinn

Vowel Sounds
/a/ is pronounced as the vowel in the (English) words  
 “some, “come” e.g. bama (person) 
/a:/ is pronounced like the /a/ sound in “father” but  
 longer e.g. buda:dji (carpet snake)
/i/ is pronounced like the /i/ in the word “bin” e.g.  
 bina  
 (ear)
/i;/ the vowel sound is lengthened and pronounced like  
 the vowel sound in “heat”, “beat”, “feet” e.g. biri:  
 (again)
/u/ is pronounced as the vowel sound in the English 
word  
 “book” e/g. mudu (back)
/u:/ the vowel is lengthened and pronounced as the vowel  
 sound in the words “good”, “tool”, “rule” e.g.  
 djungguu: (behind)
Consonants
/dj/ The sound is like a /d/ and a /j/ pronounced  
 simultaneously e.g. djulbin (tree)
/g/ is pronounced as in the word “gun” e.g. gindan  
 (moon)
/rr/ a trilled, or rolled /r/ as in Scottish pronunciation of  
 the word “sporran” e.g. burra-y (to fly) 
/r/ as in the American pronunciation of /r/ in car  
 e.g. biri (fire) 

/ny/ is like the initial /n/ in onion, like an /n/ and a /y/  
 pronounced simultaneously e.g. nyurra (you)
/ng/ as in the word “singer” e.g. bungan (sun)
/n.g/ when you see the n.g broken by a stop do not run 
the  
 two sounds together e.g. djin.gal (sky)
/ngg/ is pronounced as the ng sound in the word “finger”  
 e.g. nyinggarra (eel)
/ay/ is generally pronounced as in the English word “eye” 
 e.g. Djabugay 
Stress
When saying Djabugay words which syllables 
should we stress?

In words of two syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g. bina 
(ear).
In words of three syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g. 
ganyarra (crocodile).
However, if a long vowel occurs in the second syllable of a 
word of three syllables, it is stressed e.g. buda:dji (carpet 
snake). 
In words with more than three syllables, stress falls on the 
first syllable and on the syllable before the last one e.g. 
ganyarra – nggu (crocodile).

BADA
BALA
BALGU
BINYII
BIRRMBIRR
BIRRWA
BUDJAY
BUDJI
BURRNYA
DADAGAL
DIMINBIN
DIRRA 
DJARRADJARRA
DJIBI
DJIBIN
DJIBA
DJIDJI
DJINAA
DJINGAY
DJUGA

DJULBIDJULBI
DJULU
DUGUN
DUMBUL
DUMU
DURU
GALBAL
GANDARR
GULA
GUMBU
GUNA
GUNGA
GUYUNGUN
MAGU
MULABUNY
MUNGGUN
NYANYDJI
WANGAM
WAYWAY
WURRA

WORD MEANINGS
BADA: head. Ngayang bada baya-bayal. My head is 
aching.

BALA: calf/shin. Ngayang bala warrangaying. My 
calf is aching.

BALGU: belly, stomach, womb. Ngawu balgurr maa-
malim. I’m full from eating bush foods.

BINYII: mouth. Nyurran binyii mumayin! Shut your 
mouth!

BIRRMBIRR: snot. Nyurran guu birrmbirri. You are 
snotty-nosed.

BIRRWA: after-birth, placenta/conception place.
BUDJAY: body-hair. Nyurra budjanydji. You are 
hairy.

BUDJI: fart. Gari budji gamayin! Don’t keep on 
farting!

BURRNYA: heart. Djirri nyurran burrnya? How’s 
your heart?

DADAGAL: bone. Nyurran dadagal mirriny. Your 
bone is broken.

DIMINBIN: lungs.

DIRRA: teeth, tooth.
DJARRADJARRA: dribble. Nyurra djarradjarra 
gamaying. You keep on dribbling.

DJIBI: head hair, also gulmbu. Djibi nyurran gibayin! 
Brush your hair!

DJIBIN: navel/umbilical cord.
DJIBA: liver, also galmbara.
DJIDJI: pus. Nyurran djun.ga djidjirr. Your boil is 
with pus.

DJINAA: foot,feet. Ngayang djinaa baygarr. My foot 
is sore.

DJINGAY: nostrils. Ngawu djingay djarraying. I’m 
sneezing.

DJUGA: heel.
DJULBIDJULBI: guts, intestines.
DJULU: cheek.
DUGUN: pimple.
DUMBUL: skin. Ngayang dumbul 
ginggidjarraying. My skin is itching.

DUMU: chest.
DURU: tears. Duru wandang djili-m. Tears falling 
from the eyes.

GALBAL: blood. Nyurran mara galbal-i. Your hand is 
bloody.

GANDARR: burp, wind. Gari gandarr gamayin! Don’t 
keep burping!

GULA: body. Ngayang gula djirranydji. My body is 
tired.

GUMBU: urine. Gari gumbu djurrayin gundii! Don’t 
pee there!

GUNA: excrement, poo.
GUNGA: arm, arms. Ngayang gun.ga warrangaying. 
My arms are aching.

GUYUNGUN: breast, breast-milk.
MAGU: lap.
MULABUNY: brain.
MUNGGUN: a sore, a wound.
NYANYDJI: flesh. Gari ngayang nyanydji nima! 
Don’t pinch my flesh!

WANGAM: kidney. Ngayang wan.gam warray. My 
kidney is no good.

WAYWAY: breath. Wayway nambiyin! Hold your 
breath!

WURRA: vein, tendon.

Buwal bugan Ngirrma bulmba-barra.
Speak the language belonging to this place.

Djabugay ngirrma Windjirri bugaa.

LANGUAGE CLASSES  
Wednesday evenings 6-8pm

Djabugay Aboriginal Corporation
Nyuwarri Estate (old Ngoombi farm), 

Kennedy Highway, Kuranda.

ALL WELCOME
Learn about this endangered language with its storylore  

going back into the last ice age, with Michael Quinn  
and Bada Djaygul, Dennis Hunter
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Words of wisdom  
from my 
Grandmother...

Be grateful in the 
knowledge that it 

doesn't matter how 
much chocolate you 

eat, your earrings  
will still fit.

13 11 14
beyondblue.org.au

1300 22 4636

@beyondblue @beyondblue

 

 company/beyondblue

The Uniting Church in Australia
Mareeba Community of Faith

Jesus is the Light of the World

Meeting 2nd and last Sunday of the month.
9am Mareeba Bowls Club, 43 Anzac Ave, Mareeba.

Alpha groups starting week of 19 April.
Come and find out who Jesus is and why he came.

0403 811 840

P | 4091 1125 E | atherton.parish@cairns.catholic.org.au
W | athertoncatholicparish.com

Serviced by the Tablelands Parish

Sunday Mass: 5pm
Wednesday Mass: 6pm  

(first Wednesday of each month)

20 Barang Street, Kuranda THOUGHT OF THE MONTH FROM THE BAHA'I FAITH

All enquiries welcome.
0419 632 286 | 4093 9571 | bahai.org.au
The Baha'i Community of Mareeba/Kuranda

Meditations/Reflections, Morning Prayers and 
Study Circles and other face to face Baha’i meetings. 

Our weekly prayers are at 8am every Thursday morning in 
lower Therwine Street, Kuranda followed by coffee.

Study circles are now happening in Kuranda, open to 
all interested, no cost. Other functions are occurring in 
Kuranda. Functions in Mareeba as well as elsewhere on the 
Tablelands and beyond are open for all those interested.

SUNDAY 
8am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist

5pm Evening Prayer

TUESDAY 
9am Holy Communion

ACTIVITIES
Home Groups

Alpha
A Life Worth Living

Sunday School

POSSUM CORNER OP SHOP
8.30am to 12.30pm 
Monday to Saturday

Enquiries to Chris Wright 
Phone: 4093 8735

Email: wrightc@iig.com.au

This month we read from St Luke’s Gospel Chapter 7 verse 36 
to Chapter 8 verse 3.

A theme constantly in Jesus' teaching and very near to his 
heart was the necessity for forgiveness in human relationships. 
The day his disciples asked him to teach them to pray Jesus 
put the issue of forgiveness at the heart of our relationship 
with God. In two simple and inseparable petitions he teaches 
us for all time that forgiveness is conditional. We cannot be 
forgiven unless we ourselves are forgiving people.

I mention this because something very like it is at the 
heart of this episode. It was customary at a meal in the 
Graeco-Roman style for strangers to stand around the edge 
of the room in the shadows. They might be poor or in some 
other need. They might be trying to attract the attention 
of a prominent guest from whom they wished a favour. In 
Jesus' case a woman wants to thank him. She does so very 
effusively and passionately. Jesus' host is silently appalled by 
her behaviour and Our Lord notices.

How does Jesus deal with the situation? From what 
he says we can assume that he and the woman have had a 
previous encounter. She is known as a sinner, possibly a 

St Saviour's Thought for July

prostitute. It is obvious that Jesus has made all the difference 
in her life, probably making it possible for her to deal with the 
anger and self-hatred which are part of her existence. Anger 
and self-hatred are part of many of our lives and to get his 
point across Jesus tells a story. Its message is that the greater 
a person's sense of being forgiven the greater the gratitude 
will be. Jesus then applies this to our inner lives. The key 
statement Jesus makes is in verse 47. "I tell you, her sins, 
which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown 
great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little."

This theme obviously was central in Jesus' thinking. We 
hear it in the parable of the Pharisee and the publican in the 
temple. We hear it again in the story of the prodigal son. On 
each occasion Jesus seems to be saying that to realise without 
illusion that we are, to realise how little we can claim to be, 
yet at that same moment to realise that we are accepted by 
God precisely on these terms, is to discover the secret of 
inner freedom and inner acceptance. To taste this is to taste 
the kingdom of God. To have no illusions about ourselves, to 
realise who and what we are, and at the same time to know 
that God accepts us, is to taste the kingdom of God.

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA 

ST SAVIOUR’S 
KURANDA

"A new life is, in this age, stirring within all the peoples 
of the earth; and yet none hath discovered its cause or 
perceived its motive. Consider the peoples of the West. 
Witness how, in their pursuit of that which is vain and 
trivial, they have sacrificed, and are still sacrificing, 
countless lives for the sake of its establishment and 
promotion."

"Every age hath its own problem, and every soul its 
particular aspiration. The remedy the world needeth 
in its present-day afflictions can never be the same as 
that which a subsequent age may require. Be anxiously 
concerned with the needs of the age ye live in, and center 
your deliberations on its exigencies and requirements."
(Baha'u'llah, from Ruhi study circle Book 2, please 
enquire)

"We join with all who are the victims of aggression, all 
who yearn for an end to conflict and contention, all whose 
devotion to principles of peace and world order promotes 
the ennobling purposes for which humanity was called 
into being by an all-loving Creator."
(The Universal House of Justice)
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FOREST SOLUTIONS FNQ
Garden Design
Garden maintenance
Landscaping
Lawns
Pressure Washing

Qualified
Licenced
Insured
Police Check

JEFF WILLIAMS 0405906555
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The Kuranda Paper deadline for July 2022 is 
Thursday 21 July 2022. Please send all 
submissions and advertising to... 

Heads Up!
mail@kurandapaper.com

Barang Street • Kuranda
Phone/Fax 4093 9235

We Stock & Sell Batteries for:

●��Automotive – All Makes, 
 All Models  & Motorcycles

●�Generators
●�Deep Cycle
●�Solar
●�Dual Battery Systems

Email us to book your car in
bumblebeemotors@bigpond.com

BUY NOW
PAY LATER!

We now accept 
Zip Pay

Competitive pricing on all Mechanical Services
Tyres at a price you can afford

Wheel alignments
Servicing of all makes and modelsAdvice you can be assured of

Koah Automotive

Operated by
Koah Automotive

Phone 4093 7993
Lot 2 Koah Road, Koah Qld 4881

Fax 4093 7993

• Safety Certificates on cars, trucks,  
trailers and motorcycles

• Airconditioning repairs and servicing

• General mechanical repairs

• EFI diagnostics and servicing

• Log book servicing

• LPG installation & repairs

We Stock & Sell Batteries for:
Automotive – All Makes, All Models 

and Motorcycles
Generators • Deep Cycle

Solar • Dual Battery Systems Koah Automotive

BUY NOW
PAY LATER!

We now accept 
Zip Pay

Bargain clearance designer 
fashions and furniture open 
on Saturdays 10am–3pm Just 
Under located at Just Gorgeous 
16 Coondoo St.
Bowen Therapy & 
Homeopathy Sarah at Simply 
Healing 0402 804 591,  
www.simplyhealing.net.au 
Phone for an appointment.
Clothing alterations & 
dressmaking in Speewah. 
Karen is professional and 
reasonably priced  
0459 184 223.
Glass workshops with 
Kate Prynne. Glass, firing and 
tuition included in the price. 
Call Kate 0400 517 949.
Knitwear at affordable 
prices available at Just 
Gorgeous open 7 days 10am–
3pm for your local shopping 
convenience. 16 Coondoo St. 

Mah Jong 1-4pm Kuranda 
Neighbourhood Centre. 
Beginners most welcome. Sets, 
handbooks and afternoon tea 
provided.
Marriage Celebrant – 
Cheryl Tonkin. Local, regional 
& remote. Phone 0407 670 954
Painter available. 20 years 
experience. All types of 
painting including enamel 
work, interior and exterior. 
Complete paint outs or touch 
ups. Clean reliable and honest. 
Call Alan 0452 669 447.
Painting and drawing 
classes with David Stacey. 
Beginning first week August. 
Email David  
davidhstacey@outlook.com
Perpetual Moon Gardening 
Calendars with dates for 
2022-23 now available. Easy to 
post, reset monthly for use year 
after year. Locally made, $18 
incl. postage. 0421 102 722. 

Picture Framing Free 
custom framing quotes at Terra 
Nova Gallery, 15 Therwine 
Street. Call 0412 387 557
Pristine Reef Fish delivered 
to your door, Kuranda-Cairns-
Mareeba. Whole or fresh 
filleted. Licence 4546. Call 
Richard 0407 908 375
Reiki Healing with Ruth. 
Reiki Master. I offer Reiki 
healing, crystal healing and 
chakra balancing. Clear energy 
blockages to allow life to flow 
and fulfillment to follow.  
0422 631 337.
Resumès. In Speewah, 
Cairns longest-running resume 
writing business — over thirty 
years’ experience. Resumès, 
Employment Applications, web 
text, all forms of copy writing, 
editing and proofreading.  
Word Factory (Suzy Grinter) 
Phone 4093 0449.

GRATIS CLASSIFIEDS*
RIDESHARE  
Call 1300 74 33 74 or book 
on the App. We operate 
8am–7pm Mon to Sat and Sun 
8am–6pm. Prebook for out of 
hours. Airport/Cairns bookings 
accepted.
Singing Lessons, classically 
trained teacher with 30 years 
teaching experience. Absolutely 
all styles, sing the music of 
your choice. 0429 090 476
Street Pantry non-
perishables and toiletries 
gratefully received at Kuranda 
Neighbourhood Centre.
Winter clothing and 
blankets in good clean 
condition welcomed 
as donations. Kuranda 
Neighbourhood Centre.
Yoga at Top Of The Range, 
Wednesday 7.30am,  
13 Bangalow Place, please call 
Melissa 0404 862 533 to book. 

30 WORDS MAXIMUM

For sale, lost/found and outdated 
entries will be deleted after one 
month. Repeat advertisements 
will be deleted at the discretion 
of the paper. Existing Kuranda 
Paper advertisers and community 
groups will be prioritised for 
repeats depending on available 
space. Submit classifieds via 
email mail@kurandapaper.com

BEST
ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTIONS
• Minor building & 

construction solutions
• Additions & New Work
• Repairs & Maintenance

QBCC 62705

W I D E  R A N G E

Free Quotes call Mick 0432 387 983
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FNQ Wildlife Rescue Assoc. Inc.
(Established 1994)

Caring for the region’s native wildlife.
Wildlife carers are all volunteers.

Tax deductible donations appreciated.
New members welcome.

Tel: 07 4053 4467 (24 hrs) Email: fnqwr@bigpond.com

Donate now and help us care for tree roos today

www.treeroorescue.org.au 

Visit us on 

Tree Roo Rescue
and Conservation Centre Ltd
We are a non-profit organisation that rescues and rehabilitates, 
orphaned, injured or displaced tree kangaroos.

Unfortunately an increasing number of Lumholtz tree kangaroos are 
being killed by dogs and hit by cars each year.

Please donate to us and the money will go directly towards treating and 
caring for these beautiful animals.

If you find an injured tree kangaroo
please ring us on 0427 790 694

YOUR COMMUNITY PAGES
WILDLIFE

RECYCLE ROAD REPORTS

DEFIBRILLATORS WATER AND SEPTIC

LAUNDROMAT

HELPFUL FACEBOOK GROUPS

HELP GROUPS

Join your local SES
Training every week
Tuesdays 7.30pm
Contact John for more details
0407 144 213

Wildlife Rescue 4053 4467 (24 hours) – recommended 
first to contact.
Batreach 4093 8858 
Cassowary sightings Jax Bergersen 4093 8834
Kuranda Vets 4093 7283

SNAKE REMOVAL 
Jax Bergersen (non-venomous only) 4093 8834
Miss Hiss Reptiles (all reptiles) 0447 888 872

Council EMERGENCY 
number for local roads 
1300 308 461

Kuranda Range/
Kennedy Highway 
Report an Incident  
13 19 40 (24/7)

Kuranda Transfer Station 2186 Kennedy Hway, Koah
MSC Recycle Station – Arara Street, Kuranda

Defibrillator locations in Kuranda region.

Kuranda Men's Shed end of Kuranda Heights Road 
Kuranda Pharmacy cnr Coondoo and Thongon Sts 
Kuranda Medical Centre cnr Thongon and Barang Sts
Kuranda Ambulance Station, Fallon Road 
Kuranda Swimming Pool, Myola Road
Steiner School, Boyles Road
Kuranda SES on board vehicle
Envirocare Nursery 284 Myola Road

Water Delivery:
Grego’s Raw Materials 0419 705 005
Kuranda Fish Farm 4093 0147 

Septic Tank Emptying:
Paul Jennings 0417 632 688 

BP Service Station complex  
Open 24/7

KURANDA RANGE UPDATES (26,000 + members)
On the spot traffic reports, in real time, for the Kuranda Range Road. 
KURANDA NOTICE BOARD GROUP (8,900 + members)
Information sharing, discussion, advertising. Open group. 
ALL THINGS KURANDA (1,800 + members) 
Discussion group for Kuranda district residents only. Some restrictions on sale of items. 
SPEEWAH AND SURROUNDS RESIDENTS GROUP (2,000 + members)
Information sharing and support. Helpful for real time info on weather, power outages, 
community events etc. Some restrictions on listing items for sale (check group rules) 
KOAH COMMUNITY (1,600 + members)
A group for Koah Community to advise, ask questions, barter, lost/found animals, hazards 
etc in Koah area.
KURANDA BUSINESS COOPERATION (393 + members) 
Business marketing for Kuranda businesses.

RAINFALL
June 2022 

10.8mm 
(to 27 June 2022)
Annual Total 
(to 27 Jun 2022) 
1633.9mm

Courtesy of Kuranda Railway Station

Robin Anscomb – 0409 046 932 (Operates 24/7)
Karen McLaren – 4093 8780 Please phone for an appointment

Justices of the Peace

Queensland Justices of the Peace (JPs) 
volunteer to serve the public  

by signing documents that need a 
qualified witness. 
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Current as at 3/08/2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*These services travel via Caravonica, Trinity Bay High and TAFE school days only 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No services operate Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day 
Please see over leaf for further information 

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 

 

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride” 
Please hail the driver enroute where it safe for the bus to pull off the road  

For a small surcharge passengers travelling to Cairns may also be set down at: 

Cairns Airport ($5) Greyhound Terminal ($3) 

Cairns Hospitals ($3) 

Please advise driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that Trans North 
services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at: 
• Cairns - Platform 1 Cairns Central Railway Station Cairns 
• Cairns T.A.F.E. – Newton Street (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda) 

• Smithfield - Bus Shelter near the traffic lights on the Kennedy Highway at the bottom of the Kuranda Range 
• Kuranda - 15 Therwine Street – Opposite Information Centre 
• Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern 
• Mareeba - Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station) 

• Atherton - 54 Main Street  
 

Connections are available to and from: 
• Ravenshoe & Herberton (except school days and public holidays) 

Monday to Friday with Kerry’s Bus Service - Ph: 0427 841 483 

• Chillagoe & Dimbulah – Friday with Chillagoe Bus Service - Ph: 4094 7155         
Mob: 0414 947 155 

 
Ticket Sales: 
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News,142 
Byrnes Street Mareeba 

Phone: 3036 2070 during office hours 

  

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 Atherton Tablelands to Cairns   
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Atherton 6.00am 9.15am 1.00pm 8.00am 1.30pm  
 Departs Mareeba 6.30am 9.45am 1.30pm 8.30am 2.00pm  
 Departs Speewah 6.50am 10.05am 1.50pm 8.50am 2.20pm  
 Departs Kuranda *7.15am 10.25am 2.10pm 9.10am 2.40pm  
 Departs rainforest - 10.30am 2.15pm - 2.45pm  
 Arrives Cairns 8.50am 11.15am 3.00pm 10.00am 3.30pm  
    Cairns to Atherton Tablelands  
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Cairns 7.00am 9.25am 3.30pm 10.30am 4.00pm  

 Departs Smithfield 7.20am 9.45am 3.50pm 10.50am 4.20pm  

 Departs Kuranda 7.40am 10.05am 4.10pm 11.10am 4.40pm  

 Departs Speewah 8.00am 10.25am 4.30pm 11.20am 5.00pm  

 Departs Mareeba 8.20am 10.45am 4.50pm 11.40am 5.20pm  

 Arrives Atherton 8.50am 11.15am 5.20pm 12.10am 5.50pm  

        

Cairns – Kuranda - Cairns 
 

Route 851 
Monday 

to 
Friday  

Saturday, Sunday 
and Pub Holidays 

 

 Departs Cairns *3.00pm 9.00am 11.15am  
 Departs Smithfield 3.30pm 9.20am 11.35am  
 Arrives Kuranda 3.50pm 9.40am 11.55am  
  Departs Kuranda 4.00pm 10.00am 12.15am  
 Departs Rainforest 4.05pm 10.05am 12.20am  
 Arrives Cairns 4.45pm 10.45am 1.00pm  
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Community Services
KURANDA LIBRARY and 

COUNCIL OFFICE

SERVICES NOT OPEN PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

KURANDA TRANSFER 
STATION

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 10am–5pm
Saturday: not open
(No Council business on Saturday 
or after 4.30pm weekdays)
Kuranda Community Precinct  
18-22 Arara Street, Kuranda
4093 9185
kurandal@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au/libraries

OPERATING HOURS
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays & 
Sundays: 8am–5pm
2186 Kennedy Highway, Koah
0418 282 542
msc.qld.gov.au/water-and-waste

65 Rankin Street, Mareeba 
PO Box 154, Mareeba Qld 4880 

1300 308 461 • info@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au

RURAL FIRE BRIGADE WARDENS

First Officer Kuranda Baz Child 0437 746 601
First Officer Speewah Mick Dub 0428 820 631
Warden Kuranda/Myola Duncan Blakey 0408 151 199
Warden Speewah Mick Dub 0428 820 631
Davies Creek  4093 3181
Koah   4093 7738
Speewah  0488 988 481

Emergency Contacts

Emergency – Police, Fire, Ambulance  000

Flood and Storm Emergency Assistance (SES) 132 500

Ergon Energy –  
Report Dangerous Electrical Emergencies  131 670

Mareeba Shire Council    1300 308 461

Poisons Information    131 126

13HEALTH – Health and Hospital Information 134 325

Permits required for fires larger than 
2 metres in any direction

JOHN'S KURANDA BUS t he local bus!
Please note this service is currently not operating.

For more information contact John 0418 772 953

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DASHBOARD
Mareeba Shire Council's online Emergency Management Dashboard provides real time 
emergency information. The Dashboard provides live emergency news, information 
about road closures, power outages and river heights, weather warnings and fire feeds, 
emergency contact phone numbers and social media links. Notifications can also 
be viewed via an interactive map. Mareeba Shire residents can register for the Early 
Warning Network to receive email and SMS alerts for potential emergencies and severe 
natural disasters and weather events. 

The Dashboard is accessible on Council's website www.emergency.msc.qld.gov.au

Rideshare 1300 743 374
John's Kuranda Bus 0418 772 953 

Trans North 3036 2070

TRANSPORT

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride”. Please hail the driver anywhere enroute where it is 
safe for the bus to pull over. For a small surcharge passengers travelling to Cairns may also 
be set down at:

Cairns Airport ($5), Cairns Hospitals ($3), Greyhound Terminal ($3), 

Please advise the driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that 
Trans North services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at:
Cairns – Platform 1, Cairns Central Railway Station, Cairns
Cairns T.A.F.E – Newton Street (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda)
Smithfield – Bus shelter near the traffic lights on Kennedy Highway at bottom of the 
Kuranda Range
Kuranda – 15 Therwine Street – opposite Visitor Information Centre
Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern
Mareeba – Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station)
Atherton – 54 Main Street

Ticket Sales:
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News at  
142 Byrnes Street Mareeba. Phone 3036 2070 (office hours)  
Email: atherton@transnorthbus.com.au www.transnorthbus.com.au

*These services travel via Caravonica, Trinity Bay High and TAFE school days only
Current as at 11 February 2022

**No services operate Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day**



koah.hall@gmail.com

Every Monday 
Al-Anon Family Groups 11am–12pm hall under St 
Saviour's Church. Kate 4093 9668 or 1300ALANON
Yoga in the Rainforest with Aileen 8.15am (for 8.30 
start) Kuranda QCWA Hall. Aileen 4093 7401
Yoga with Katelyn QCWA Hall 5.30-6.30pm  
0428 865 636
Ashtanga Yoga 5.30am & 6pm. Biannka 0407 634 116
Adult Children of Alcoholics and other 
Dysfunctional Families. 7B Hort Street, Mareeba 

(through red gate). Priscilla 0439 080 874

Every Tuesday
Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA 
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196

Second Tuesday 
Kuranda SES Training 7.30pm sharp at Fallon Road.  
John Baskerville 4093 7246/0427 037 054
She Shed Kuranda 1–5pm.  
kurandaSHEshed@gmail.com

Every Wednesday
Ashtanga Yoga 5.30am. Biannka 0407 634 116
Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the 
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Gidi 0448 480 200
Men’s Shed Kuranda 8.30am–11.30am. 
mensshedkuranda@gmail.com
Mah Jong 1–4pm Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre.

Third Wednesday
Craft and Social Morning 9am Kuranda QCWA Hall.  
Christine 0427 535 916

Every Thursday
Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA 
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196
Ashtanga Yoga 6pm. Biannka 0407 634 116
Group Fitness Class 5.30–6.30pm Kuranda Community 
Precinct
Kuranda Dance: Tribal Bellydance with Lisa. 6-7pm 
Kuranda Amphitheatre. 0409 367 967
Domestic Violence Help Kuranda Neighbourhood 
Centre by appointment 4093 8933

Kuranda Rangers soccer.  
Simone 0402 003 164 for any queries.

Every second Thursday of month
Kuranda Writers Group 10am–12noon, Kuranda 
Library. 0435 001 156  

Every Friday
Ashtanga Yoga 6am. Biannka 0407 634 116
Kuranda Story Time 10.30am, Kuranda Library. Every 
Friday, during school term.
She Shed Kuranda 8am–1pm.  
kurandaSHEshed@gmail.com

Every second Friday
Trauma Tension Release Exercise Class 
11am Kuranda CWA Hall. Sabine 0415 959 195

Every SaturDAY
Tree Planting Kuranda Envirocare 0419 624 940 for 
details or check website www.envirocare.org.au
Men’s Shed Kuranda 8.30am–11.30am. 
mensshedkuranda@gmail.com 

Third Saturday
Meditation with Horses 10am Koah. Kaya 0429 756 701 

Every Sunday 
Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the 
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Gidi 0448 480 200
AA Group Kuranda QCWA Hall 9.30am 1300 222 222
She Shed Kuranda 1–5pm.  
kurandaSHEshed@gmail.com

community 
calendar

HIRE FEES 
• 1-2hrs $10 • Half day $30 • Full day $60  

• Full day and evening  
(24 hour block) $110 

• $200 refundable bond for one-off 
events (if space is left as you found it) 

KOAH MONTHLY 
MARKETS JULY 
8am till Midday  
Saturday 2 July

• Live Music –Skye Magnus

• Community Market bringing  
you all the goods – produce,  
honey, plants craft, treats,  

treasures and more!

• Fresh coffee and delish Koah Hall 
Fundraiser BBQ.

SMS/Voicemail Nicky  
0488 961 660 or direct message via 

Koah Monthly Markets  
Facebook page.

EVERY MONDAY 
PILATES with Jaide 6–7pm  
0488 229 700

MONDAY 11 & 25 JULY 
TEACHING OF CONSTITUTION AND 
COMMON LAW with Bernard, 7–9pm

EVERY TUESDAY 
SOULATINA – Latin Dance Classes – 
6.30pm Salsa, 7.30pm Bachata.  
Contact Andreza  
soulatinadance@gmail.com 
Book at www.trybooking.com/BWIWD

MOST WEDNESDAYS 
FELDENKRAIS CLASSES 9.30–10.30am 
with Justine Schlicht 0408 735 309

WEDNESDAY 6 JULY
SOUL IMMERSION 
Lauren Kelly & Davy Simony  
0434 584 415

EVERY THURSDAY 
PARENT AND BUBS MEET – 10am–
12noon. Contact Tui 0472 987 859
YOGA evening classes with Tanya  
6–7.15pm
THURSDAY 14 & 28 JULY
Mankind Project MEN'S GROUP 7pm  
Open to all men. Solomon 0484 761 505 

www.koahhall.com

For events at the Kuranda Recreation Centre or the 
Koah Hall please see details in their columns above. 
See page 18 for CWA listings for this month.

DREAM BIG! CIRCUS CLASSES

Dream BIG! Little Cyclone Circus and Circus Love! Various classes and trainers. 
Contact Sophie 0409 333 404. Info on www.dreamstatecircus.com workshops 
page. BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL.
Mondays – Adult Circus LOVE! 9.30am–12pm 
Little Cyclone Circus Class 3.45–4.45pm Age 6 months to 5 years.  
Family Circus: 4.45–5.45pm Age 6 to 18 years.
Tuesdays – Circus 2: 3.45–5pm Age 8 to 12. 
Show Class: 5–6.15pm Create group and individual show ready performances.
Wednesdays – Aerial Beginners 3.45–5pm, Aerial Intermediate 5–6.30pm.

What's On
at Koah Hall

Koah Hall

Contributors please advise of any changes via email  
mail@kurandapaper.com 

EVERY FRIDAY 
SPICE ON WHEELS CURRY  
Contact Ruben 0419 788 993

SATURDAY 16 JULY 
DANCE FREEDOM  
Davini 0414 994 123 
SUNDAYS – 3.45–5.45pm (excl 3/7) 
BRAZILIAN JU JITSU for beginners 16+ 
(limited spaces) Jack 0459 356 966

KURANDA RANGERS –  
Training Thursday 4.30–5.30pm 
(Mar–Oct) 
Tuesday Skills Training 4–5.30pm  
(U8+ only) 
Simone 0402 003 164

PILATES –  
Monday 9.30am 
Tuesday 5.45pm  
Wednesday 9.30am 
Thursday 9am  
Saturday 8.15am 
Davini 0414 994 123 and Jaide 0488 229 700

TAI CHI – Monday 6pm  
Les 4093 8276 

WING CHUN KUNG FU –  
Tuesday 7.30pm  
Grant 0414 966 823

Are you having a party or celebration?
The KRC has multiple areas available 
for hire for functions, seminars and 
activities. Features include – onsite 

parking, toilet facilities, licenced bar  
and commercial kitchen. 

Please contact Symone 0467 391 152.

Proud to be the home of: 

@

@

JUMRUM BAR OPEN 
TUESDAY 6.30 PM

Our community has a rich and diverse 
collective of skilled artists and practitioners. 
This month the Centre hosted an evening of 
ceremony held by local musician Davy Simony, 
aka Cinnamon Sun.

Attendees were invited to drop into their heart 
space and participate in a Cacao Ceremony 
with ceremonial grade cacao, guided, 
breath-work, intuitively guided meditation, 
complemented with a sound healing journey 
performed live by Davy Simony. Delicious 
homemade plant-based offerings were 
enjoyed by the many who attended. 

Follow us on Facebook to find out what events 
are happening at the Kuranda Recreation 
Centre.

Cacao Ceremony


