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1pm Gates Open & Food!

1.30pm Live Music 
– Diggis & Cinnamon Sun

2pm Bar Opens
Face Painting and Bubbles for kids!

3pm 
Welcome to Country
– Mayi Wunba Youth
– Erub Island Dancers

3.30pm Muster for Box Car Rally 
& Registration

4pm Box Car Rally Race 
on the terraces!

4.30pm
Live Music until Dusk
– Koahlition
– Willie & Friends

PROGRAM

BOLDACIOUS
             Digital  

www.boldacious.com.au

This project is supported by 
the Queensland Government 
through Arts Queensland.

Primary start up contributors for the Cassowary Art Trail

Designed by Nettie O Design

To read my story and  
�nd out more, visit

Cassowaries are the only 
animals that disperse the 

largest fruits and over  
200 other rainforest 
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FANTASTIC FESTIVE FUN FOR ALL
Things are heating up. And that’s not just the weather. Visitor 
numbers to the village continue to increase and hopefully 
that translates into more business for our local retailers and 
attractions, a flow-on to more work hours for locals, and 
general stimulus for the local economy.

The end of another year is in sight, and the silly season is 
not too far away. 

While it’s a time for planning, getting work or repairs 
done, or preparation for both bushfire and cyclone (the 
2022-2023 cyclone season officially starts on 1 November), 
or getting your end-of-year venues booked and gift lists 
sorted, it is also a great time to get out and about and explore 
all that our village and region has to offer. 

This month, mark Saturday 8 October down in your diary 
for a whole lot of fun and festivities spread across the village 
and the Kuranda Amphitheatre — with cassowary fun and the 
official Cassowary Art Trail launch happening in the village, 
Kuranda’s first ever Colour Run on the banks of the Barron, 
followed up by the Spring Festival at the Amphitheatre. 

This will be a great day to catch up with friends and 
support our community groups, as well as an opportunity to 
check out what’s new, renewed and reimagined in the village. 
Kuranda village is a dynamic local economy so things do 
change, and it’s well worth a wander to see what’s new, and 
maybe pick up some local treats and goodies to tick off on 
your end-of-year gift list. 

Village activities from 10am to 2pm will be centred around 
Centenary Park, with live music, community group stalls and 
fundraising raffles, a face painting competition with great 
prizes on offer, kids’ cassowary craft activities, and school art 
competition display. Also, don’t forget to visit the Kuranda 
Conservation stall to suggest a suitably fabulous name for 
one of three life-size cassowary statues handpainted by local 
artists as part of the Cassowary Art Trail. 

At 10.30 am the official launch of the Kuranda Cassowary 
Art Trail project takes place in the Park revealing three life-

www.cassowarytrail.com.au

size handpainted cassowaries, which will later be installed 
throughout the village. They are truly wonderful, unique 
creations, each telling the artist’s personal connection to our 
beloved big birds.

Then, participants in Kuranda’s first ever Colour Run will 
need to meet in the Park by 1.15 pm before being led by Fairy 
Jenny of The Magical Lane, down to the Barron River where 
the Colour Run will take place at 1.30pm.

From 1pm the gates open at the Amphitheatre and 
festivities continue until dusk. Lots of family fun all 
afternoon with face painting and bubbles. Live music starts 
from 1.30pm, a Welcome to Country at 3pm which will be 
followed by performances by the award-winning Mayi 
Wumba Dancers, and the Erub Island Dancers.

At 3.30pm it’s time to gather together for the hilarious 
Box Car Rally which will be held on the terraces at 4pm – 
create your own crazy box car for the day! As the day winds 
down, it’s time to relax in the beautiful garden settings of our 
very own world famous music venue with Koahlition, and 
Willie Brim & Friends to top off a fantastic festival day.

Want to get involved? Both the Kuranda Traders 
Association and the Kuranda Amphitheatre would be grateful 
for more hands on board on the day – as always, volunteers 
are the backbone of community events. Contact details are on 
pages 3 and 5. Volunteer for the Amphitheatre Working Bees 
to help make the venue sparkling for the day – join the hive!

The goal of the Cassowary Art Trail is to create a broader 
awareness of Australia’s largest bird and its role in spreading 
vital large-seeded fruit in the forests of the Wet Tropics 
World Heritage Area.

Three life-sized cassowary statues, painted with unique 
designs by local artists George Riley, Rebecca Koller, and 
Connie Rovina, will be set up as an art trail through Kuranda.

The project plans to expand across the Wet Tropics with 
exquisite painted cassowaries providing an art trail for you to 
follow from one end of the World Heritage Area to the other! 

Be part of ensuring the future of the endangered Southern 
Cassowary. Stay up to date www.cassowarytrail.com.au

The Cassowary art trail

George Riley's Ma-Jilli painted 
cassowary. Photo: Steven Nowakowski. 

Banner artwork: Nettie O Design.
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LETTERS
Please keep letters to 
under 250 words. All 
letters are subject to 
editing. Anonymous 
letters or those of 
doubtful origin may not 
be published. Correct 
name, address and 
phone numbers are to 
be submitted with your 
letter.

07 4093 8942

mail@kurandapaper.com 

Shop 2, The Red House Arcade,  
24 Coondoo Street, Kuranda 

PO Box 66, Kuranda Q 4881

kurandapaper.com

The Kuranda Paper

Printed by North Queensland 
Newspapers, Townsville

Circulation: 4,700 Cost: FREE

Please direct all contributions and 
advertising via email to 
mail@kurandapaper.com
Conditions apply. All articles submitted 
will be printed at the discretion of 
the Management Committee and 
Production Team and may be subject  
to editorial changes.

The Management Committee of 
The Kuranda Media Association Inc. 
(KMA) does not accept responsibility 
for financial, health or other claims 
published in The Kuranda Paper. Factual 
errors in material submitted are the 
responsibility of the contributor. 
All submissions received, including 
photographs, are deemed to be 
authorised for publication by the 
contributor.

The Kuranda Media Association Inc. is 
a not-for-profit voluntary association 
est.1991. Advertising revenue from The 
Kuranda Paper enables us to provide this 
community resource, which supports 
local community groups and projects. 
Our stated objectives are to provide 
a means of open communication in 
order to foster the spirit of community 
involvement and reflect the aspirations 
of the residents of the Kuranda area.

Note: Views expressed in The Kuranda 
Paper, including letters, do not 
necessarily reflect the views held by the 
KMA Management Committee. 

KMA Management Committee 2022 
President: Nettie O'Connell 
Vice President: Kerstin Brown 
Secretary: Trish Green  
Treasurer: Gayle Hannah 
Members Representative: Toni Rogers 

Paper Production this edition: Nettie 
O Design (layout and design), Gayle 
Hannah, Toni Rogers and Garth Owen 
(proofreading). Thanks to all our 
volunteers including our paper folders. 
Thanks to all contributors, advertisers 
and distributors. 

November Edition 
348/2022

All copy and advertisements  
due by 10am

Thursday 20 October 2022
Paper published

Thursday 27 October 2022
Management is not responsible for  

any copy missing deadline.

Advertisers

All artwork, images and logos to be 
supplied in high resolution (300dpi), 
CMYK colour mode, and in the correct 
size (see left for advertisement sizes).

Acceptable formats: PDF, EPS, JPG or TIFF.

In-house design services are available for 
an additional fee. 

Advertisements booked for 3 months and 
paid for in advance are eligible for a 10% 
discount. 

Advertisement sizes and rates 

[width x height in mm]

A – 262x380 (full page) $635
B – 174x380 (dominant) $435
C – 129x380 (1/2 page vertical) $345
D – 262x188 (1/2 page horiz) $345
E – 85x380 (1/3 page vertical) $245
F – 129x188 (1/4 page) $185
G – 262x124 (large strip) $245
H – 262x60 (small strip) $140
I – 129x124   $140
J – 85x188   $140
K – 85x124  $100
L – 85x60 (business card) $  65

DEADLINES

Stockists – A free copy is delivered to every postal box 
and street mail delivery in the Kuranda district (post-
code 4881). If you don’t receive a copy please contact 
the Kuranda Post Office. 

The current edition of The Kuranda Paper can be viewed 
online at kurandapaper.com, along with back issues. In 
addition you can pick up a hard copy of The Kuranda 
Paper at the following outlets:

KURANDA: Kuranda Post Office (Thoree St), Sprout Café 
(Coondoo St), Kuranda Visitor Information Centre 
(Centenary Park), Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (Rob 
Veivers Dr), Kuranda Discount Drugstore (Coondoo 

St), Kuranda Arts Co-op (Coondoo St), Cornetts IGA 
(Thongon St), BP Service Station, Annabel's Pies 
(Therwine St).
KURANDA DISTRICT: Speewah Service Station, Koah Service 
Station.
MAREEBA: Piagno’s News (Byrnes St), Mareeba Heritage 
Museum & Visitor Information Centre (Byrnes St), 
Mareeba News (Byrnes St)
TOLGA: The Humpy
ATHERTON: Atherton IGA (Silo Shopping Centre)
SMITHFIELD: Totem Clothing (Smithfield Shopping Centre), 
Smithfield Library
CAIRNS: Cairns Library

We welcome your letters via email or post

The Kuranda Media Association acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of the nation and the 
traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. We pay 
our respects to ancestors and Elders, past and present. The Kuranda Media 
Association is committed to honouring Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples’ unique cultural and spiritual relationships to the land, waters 
and seas and their rich contribution to society.

Cover Masthead
Our masthead this month features stunning rainforest 
fruits, a detail from a recent painting by master artist, 
David Stacey. The original work can be viewed at 
David’s gallery stall in the Kuranda Heritage Markets 
open Wednesday to Sunday 10am to 3.30pm. You can 
also meet David on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Or visit www.davidhstacey.com and follow David’s art 
on Facebook (David H Stacey Limited Edition Prints)

David Stacey Art Classes on offer for 
October
Due to popular demand, a new series of painting and 
drawing classes with world renown master artist, David 
Stacey, will commence in October in Kuranda. Classes 
previously announced for 
August will now start in 
the last week of October. 
David apologises to those 
who have been waiting. 
Limited spaces are 
available, so please 
contact David to register 
your interest and find out 
more about dates, times, 
costs and to secure your 
spot. Email David
davidhstacey@outlook.com

DECLARATION FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE MOON

I am distressed by the fact that, despite all the massive disasters occurring 
daily around the globe, sights have been set by nations, mining companies 
and real estate developers to slice up and do with what they will to our 
moon, Earth’s moon!

What is more astonishing is the fact that all parties concerned would 
have been taught the monumental role the moon plays in all life on earth 
in their primary school years.

I ask everyone to please join the international effort to bring this 
industrial overreach back into balance before it is beyond our control 
by signing the Declaration for the Rights of the Moon. I have found the 
easiest route is simply by Googling this title, then hitting the article by 
earthlaws.org.au. This immediately opens to the place to sign. Simple, 
quick, and easy.

And please forward to friends far and wide. 
The rights of certain rivers have already been accomplished in a few 

countries e.g. New Zealand, Canada and India declaring these rivers as 
entities with their own fundamental rights, and there is a call for more by 
many peoples of the world.

Let us speak up for the same rights for our moon – a stitch in 
time, prevention better than cure etc. The above site has international 
collaboration of many lawyers, environmental scientists, scientists of all 
walks, Elders, and caring people – and many forums.

Thank you, Kuranda Paper (we love you!), for this opportunity to 
spread the word.
Gillian Sachlikidis, Koah

THANK YOU TO THE KURANDA POLICE

Since the inception of the Kuranda Traders Association (KTA) over two 
and a half years ago, we have had the opportunity to engage with not only 
the traders in Kuranda, but also residents, school staff, service providers, 
and our dedicated Emergency Service personnel including Queensland 
Police Service (QPS) officers. 

We are lucky to have a very positive relationship with the QPS, and 
the Kuranda Police have been most generous with their time in assisting 
the KTA at events, as well as meeting with us on a semi-regular basis to 
discuss any concerns that may arise from traders in the village. 

We recently met with the Kuranda Police for a catch up and discussion 
about the village and how things are tracking. It was a very positive 
experience and they gave us an update on different operations they are 
currently conducting. We were pleased to hear that a new permanent 
Officer in Charge, Sergeant Matt Harling, will be arriving in Kuranda 
soon. They also reported that an extra police officer was recently assigned 
to Kuranda Police Station and another will be arriving in 2023/2024.

Something that came out of the meeting that some of us weren’t aware 
of (and possibly others in the community) is that calling the Kuranda 
Police Station is not necessarily the best approach for reporting incidents. 
As a regional Police Station, the station is not always physically staffed, 
as officers are out patrolling our district. We were reminded that any 
incident should always be reported via the Policelink number 
131 444. This reporting system means that these calls are always 
answered and our patrolling officers are alerted immediately – even the 
officers who are on night shift. 

As always, in an emergency, call 000 (triple zero). 
Thank you again Kuranda Police for keeping a watchful eye over our 

community and we look forward to continuing our positive relationship 
into the future.
Kuranda Traders Association Committee
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Here To Help You Feel Gorgeous

16 COONDOO ST. KURANDA  •  4093 7508
www.justgorgeous.net.au

10AM to 3PM EVERY DAY

Local Picture Framing Shop
15 Therwine St, Kuranda | 0412 387 557

terranovagallery.com.au

10.30am – 8 October 
at Centenary Park, 

Kuranda   

OFFICIAL 
CASSOWARY 

ART TRAIL 
LAUNCH!

See the artistic 
transformation of the three 
cassowary statues painted 

by local artists George Riley, 
Connie Rovina and  

Rebecca Koller. 

Join the “Name the 
Cassowary” competition 

on the day and win a family 
pass to one of Kuranda’s 

attractions.

George Riley’s Cassowary painting
Shop 4/25 Coondoo St.  tel 0428643117   

fb ceti bath shop    ceti.com.au 

October OPEN 10am-3pm. Closed 10,24,31  

bath shop 
handmade in Kuranda 

soap, bath products, 

natural skincare, essential oils,  

candles, gifts & more 

1.15pm – Colour Run participants to  
meet in Centenary Park and  

follow Fairy Jenny to Barron River.
1.30–2pm – COLOUR RUN

KURANDA CoLour Fest
FUN!

CoLourCOLOUR RUN

Kuranda Traders Association

COLOUR FUN – Kuranda Colour Fest on Saturday 8 October

Don't forget to join the Kuranda community on 8 October to celebrate Spring and colour 
with two great events – Kuranda Colour Fest 10am–2pm and the Kuranda Amphitheatre's 
Kuranda Spring Festival 2pm–Dusk. Lots of activities are planned across both events, 
including a Colour Run, the launch of the Cassowary Art Trail, Box Car Rally, Live Music and 
Stalls. Kuranda Traders Association (KTA) is proud to be sponsoring both events for the 
community. See the front page for the programs and follow the KTA, Kuranda Amphitheatre, 
and Kuranda Village socials for more information about what's happening on the day.

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED – Can you help out with the Kuranda Colour Fest as a Colour Run 
station manager? Contact us at kta@kuranda.org if you'd like to be involved.

COLOUR RUN FUN 

Supporting small Kuranda businesses. 
Become a member today! kta@kuranda.org 

KURANDA POLICE 
UPDATE
OCTOber 2022

Recording and identifying your property not only helps you, it greatly assists police to return 
stolen or lost and found property back to their rightful owners.

It is often difficult to trace ownership due to limited details being provided at the time of 
reporting or the items never being reported as stolen.

Thieves usually steal valuable belongings which can be quickly converted to cash. By 
marking and keeping a record, you can help provide proof of ownership of your property.

Do you know the IMEI number and serial number of your mobile phone?

Here’s a tip on how to locate it in seconds – key in *#06# your mobile phone, your IMEI and 
serial number will automatically appear. Keep this information in a safe place – emailing the 
numbers to yourself is a great idea.

Other tips:
• Consider engraving suitable belongings and taking photographs of expensive items 

including bicycles.
• Keep a list of all property with a serial number, model number and specific features, 

and keep the list in a safe place.
• Visit the Neighbourhood Watch website www.nhwq.org/resources for an ideal 

property list form called “Something Missing” and a Bicycle Identification Card and 
look under the heading Household Kit and/or other documents.

• Help us get your stolen or lost and found property back to you quickly by recording 
serial numbers and photographing your property items.

If you have information for police, contact Policelink 24 hours per day on  
131 444 or at www.police.qld.gov.au/reporting.

Report crime information anonymously via Crime Stoppers. Call 1800 333 000 
or report online at www.crimestoppersqld.com.au.

Remember if the crime is happening now call triple zero – 000.

Lleam Rees, Acting Sergeant, Officer In Charge, Kuranda Police Station 

Stolen and found property 
identification – what can you do to help?

Policelink 131 444 
[24 hours per day]  
www.police.qld.gov.au/reporting

Spotted were Elvis' four 
new chicks...just in time 
for World Cassowary Day 
on 26 September 2022! 
Photo: Kuranda Riverboat
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Summit Solar & Electrical

Maintenance
Installation

Repairs

The Speewah District Residents Association 

Party Celebrating Bob Madden’s Generous & Lasting Contribution to Speewah

The Speewah District Residents Association (SDRA) will be holding a get-together to 
celebrate the enormous contribution to the Speewah district by the late Bob Madden at 6pm 
on Friday 28 October at the training room of the Speewah Rural Fire Brigade at Roscommon 
Park. We invite anyone who knew Bob Madden to come and join us for this happy occasion. 
Bob’s partner Marie Boswarva will unveil the plaque that demonstrates his contribution 
to telecommunications at Speewah. As the SDRA will be providing light refreshments 
for this occasion, we ask that you please RSVP your attendance to Jo Garbellini at  
jgarbell15@gmail.com. 

Submission for 'The Bob Madden Bridge'

We would like to thank those who responded to our September article regarding your ideas 
on naming Groves Creek Bridge (the two-laned bridge into Speewah from the highway) ‘The 
Bob Madden Bridge’. This idea was proposed by Bob Madden’s widow Marie who came to the 
SDRA AGM in June as a guest speaker to discuss this. At our meeting on 19 September, the 
SDRA members present voted unanimously to submit a proposal to Council for naming the 
bridge ‘The Bob Madden Bridge’. The premise for this stems from his immense contribution to 
the Speewah community as long-term chairman of the SDRA, to commemorate his altruistic 
contribution to the community into the future, and to demonstrate respect and appreciation 
for his personable approach to volunteerism.

Congratulations to Savannah Terrar for receiving Volunteer of the Year award

The SDRA would also like to congratulate Speewah District Fire Brigade (SRFB) and Kuranda 
Myola Fire Brigade member Savannah Terrar for receiving the Rural Fire Service State 
Volunteer of the Year Award. Thank you, Savannah, for all your hard work as a Volunteer 
Community Educator for the Rural Fire Brigade.

The next SDRA meeting will be held at 6pm on 5 December at the Training Room at 
Roscommon. We look forward to seeing many of you before then on Friday 28 October for 
our celebration for Bob.

SDRA Management Committee –
Annie Austin, Charlotte de Doger Speville, and Jo Garbellini.

The Speewah to The Hat (Red Beret Hotel) – Walk for a 
Cause annual event has been run and done again for another 
year! This is the ninth running of the event and the fourth as a 
dedicated charity event for our locals in need.

The event was an absolute success with a total of 87 walkers participating in the event 
and we managed to set a new event record by raising a total of $5,600 for our community 
nominated locals in need. We have raised just under $20,000 in the last four years, so I 
reckon we are going OK so far.

Here are the recipients, nominated by locals, for this year's event:

TigerLodge WildCare Wildlife Sanctuary in Speewah: Received $2,500 towards 
the ongoing awesome selfless work Wilf and Patty do. They are basically self-funded apart 
from the odd donation that comes through. These guys are at it 24/7 every day of the year!
Charlotte: An elderly Speewah local received $2,000 towards the costs of brain surgery 
she will be receiving to deal with 'essential tremors' which present like Parkinsons, but is 
not actually related. The surgery for just one hand is $33,000 and she has to pay for all her 
flights, carer and accommodation whilst in Melbourne – so hopefully we go close to covering 
that side of things for her. UPDATE: Charlotte went down to Melbourne for her surgery and 
it was a success! So that is great news. She now has full use of one of her hands again which 
is awesome for her.
Kuranda Men's Shed and She Shed: And last but not least, we were also able to donate 
$1,100 to the Kuranda Men's Shed to help with buying new equipment. The Shed is a great 
place to get together and hang out while building stuff. It is also a safe place to talk about 
problems and tackle mental health issues in a great constructive environment. 

I would like to extend a special thanks to all the sponsors—both local and in Cairns—who 
got on board yet again to support what I do. A special mention to Daniel from GBR Dream 
Drives who once again was our major sponsor this year with a $700 voucher towards a full 
day in one of his awesome sports cars – which I can personally vouch for being an awesome 
day out! On top of that Daniel has already agreed to back us again next year.

Thanks to Dion, Mick and the crew from the Red Beret Hotel at Redlynch, for all the 
support at that end and also organising a heap of prizes. I couldn’t do it without your support 
down there!

And, of course, I couldn’t do it without all the help from everyone on the day helping with 
selling raffle tickets, checking people in and out of the event etc. You all rock!

Next year will be the 10-year anniversary of the event and promises to be a big one –you 
don't want to miss out on! If you want to stay in the loop for next year’s event, please 'like' and 
share our Facebook page – "Speewah to The Hat - Walk for a Cause - Annual Event".

Mick Dowling, Speewah

SPEEWAH TO THE “HAT” 
CHARITY WALK 2022 

ANOTHER GREAT WALK ON THE KIND SIDE
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proudly sponsored by

www.kurandaamphitheatre.org 
support@kurandaamphitheatre.zendesk.com
Kuranda Amphitheatre

People of Kuranda – stand by! 
Rocktober is rolling around, with our ANNUAL 

FUNDRAISER EVENT – Kuranda Spring Festival

If you’re looking for talented, local bands that’ll rock your socks off, stalls to cater for your 
inner and outer being, to engage with our resilient, caring and generous community safety 
and environment groups, watch the outstandingly crazy Box Car Rally and their drivers, 
enjoy food that will trigger the senses, and the Amphitheatre bar, all with service from our 
most capable and friendly KAS volunteers, then the Kuranda Spring Festival is for you! 

While you’re here, remember our Kuranda Amphitheatre is one of the last standing 
community-run performance venues in the world. In Cairns alone, we now compete with a 
number of performance venues owned by Cairns Regional Council. Back in the 1980s, it was 
just the Cairns Civic Theatre and the showgrounds. We’re still standing.

It’s our valued volunteers that keep the show on the road. 
We have had a number of community and musical performance events so far this year and 

we are increasingly engaging with the community as a venue with a range of hires.
Why not become a member and have the opportunity to be part of, and support our not-

for-profit organisation. Join up for the rest of 2022 at the Spring Festival.
Thank you to the Kuranda Traders Association, our major sponsor, and to Wildlife 

Tropical Nth Qld, Freeman Corporation, for their generous financial donation towards the 
Spring Festival. 

Don't forget to kick start the day in the village at Centenary Park with the launch of the 
Cassowary Art Trail, activities and stalls, plus the outrageous Colour Run down at the Barron 
riverside, where people will get down and dusty. Check out the details on page 3. 

And...in the words of Lewis Carrol, "it’ll be a brillig and frabjous day and you should all 
come along." I know I will.

President Pete

WORKING BEES

Sunday 2 October 10am–2pm 
To prep and set up the venue for the Spring Festival!

**Community volunteering is the best way to help the Amphitheatre**

THANK YOU AND HELP REQUIRED
Thank you TRACQS Maintenance Team, for assistance with our Spring Festival set up and to 
Grant McQuinn, for donating fencing wire to repair fences. 

We have approximately 20 metres of fence line to repair on our boundary fence, from 
falling dead trees outside our perimeter on the River Walk. This will take two or three strong 
fellas to do the job. Let us know if you have any fencing experience and can get a small crew 
of volunteers together, to help. 

The Amphitheatre has areas available for Community Hire and Small Business Hire – 
workshops, dance, seminars, exercise classes, wakes and memorials etc. Please enquire via 
support@kurandaamphitheatre.zendesk.com or contact us via our website or Facebook –  
Kuranda Amphitheatre. 

We wish to thank the following local businesses for their 
ongoing generosity and contribution to KAS.

Honey House Kuranda, Nettie O Design, The Kuranda 
Paper, Kuranda Traders Association, Emu Ridge Gallery, 
Abundance Zone – Imogen O’Neil, B-Gifted Kuranda – 

Ranjini Rusch, Kuranda Candy Kitchen, Australian Butterfly 
Sanctuary, Kuranda Koala Gardens, Birdworld Kuranda, 

Hartley’s Crocodile Adventures, Kuranda Arts Co-op, Kuranda 
Rainforest Coffee, Gayle Hannah, Bunya Moon Herbal 

Apothecary, and Speewah Country Tavern.

We have an amazing raffle and great prizes for the  
Box Car Rally.

SPRING FESTIVAL 2022
THANKS

3.30pm – Muster and complete 
                     entry form 
4pm – Race on the terraces

BOX CAR 
RALLY
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COMMUNITY UPDATE 

Visit Council’s Customer Service Centres: 
65 Rankin Street, Mareeba or 18-22 Arara Street, Kurandawww.msc.qld.gov.au1300 308 461 info@msc.qld.gov.au

SENIORS MORNING TEA
Council will be celebrating Seniors Month 
with the annual ‘Seniors Morning Tea’ on 
Friday, 14 October 2022. 
Mareeba Shire Seniors are invited to 
attend a morning of complimentary food 
and entertainment. 
Numbers are strictly limited, please phone 
4086 4950 to book your seat by Friday, 7 
October 2022.  

FREE GREEN WASTE DISPOSAL DAYS
Residents are continuing to take 
advantage of Council’s ‘free green waste 
disposal days’ with 354 vehicles entering 
the transfer stations with green waste 
on the ‘free days’. For more information, 
including upcoming ‘free green waste 
disposal days’, visit Council’s website. 

LAND PROTECTION 
Council has developed specific Biosecurity 
Action Plans for a number of weeds which 
are classed as ‘Restricted Matter’ under 
the Queensland Biosecurity Act. 
MICONIA | Council Land Protection 
Officers have recently come to an 
agreement with Queensland Biosecurity 
to assist with the removal of two Miconia 
species occurring in Kuranda. Miconia 
produces hundreds of small berries 
every year which are attractive to birds 
and are spread long distances. It forms 
dense thickets in rainforest understoreys, 
potentially replacing native plants and 
affecting wildlife populations.
PARTHENIUM WEED | Council carried 
out inspections at known sites in the 
Shire. All landholders are acknowledged 
for complying with their biosecurity 
obligation. 
FROGBIT | Has started to appear in 
the Mareeba Bicentennial Lakes with 
two large patches treated. Follow up 
treatments will be undertakem on a 
monthly basis.
Visit Council’s website to know your 
biosecurity obligation. Together we can 
identify, remove and eradicate invasive 
plants and animals. 

BUY BACK SHOP A SUCCESS
Since opening on 20 August 2022, the Buy 
Back Shop at Mareeba’s Transfer Station 
has proven to be a great success.
Council would like to thank community 
members for supporting the new 
initiative. Every item that is available in 
the Buy Back Shop is another valuable 
item that has been diverted from landfill. 
The Buy Back Shop is open every Saturday 
from 10am - 3pm. Visit Council’s website 
for more information. 

RAIL TRAIL UPGADE

Cr Locky Bensted
P: 0408 871 420
E: lockyb@msc.qld.gov.au

Cr Danny Bird
P: 0467 304 744
E: dannyb@msc.qld.gov.au

Cr Mary Graham
P: 4092 1030
E: maryg@msc.qld.gov.au

Cr Mario Mlikota 
P: 0428 402 015
E: mariom@msc.qld.gov.au

Cr Lenore Wyatt
P: 0447 757 336
E: lenorew@msc.qld.gov.au

Cr Angela Toppin 
Mayor
P: 4086 4606
E: mayor@msc.qld.gov.au

Cr Kevin Davies 
Deputy Mayor
P: 0400 490 493
E: kevind@msc.qld.gov.au

A project to re-sheet the old railway line 
corridor from McIver Road to Vicary Road, 
Mareeba has been completed. 
The upgrade is part of Council’s Parks 
and Open Spaces Strategy and has been 
welcomed by community members. 
The work includes the addition of safe 
crossing points where the corridor 
intersects with local roads and a gravel re-
sheet. The existing timber railway bridge 
near McIver Road will be refurbished with 
new decking and a safety rail by the end 
of the year. 
The trail can be used by a range of 
community members, including cyclists, 
runners, walkers, and horse riders. 
Residents are reminded that motorbikes 
and motorised vechiles are not permitted 
on the trail. 
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Councillor Column
Welcome to the Councillor Column, an opportunity for Councillors to share updates  

and information relevant to Kuranda and surrounds. 

The Kuranda Paper is a 
not-for-profit publication. 

Profits generated by 
advertising support local 
community groups and 

projects. 

Craig Crawford – Member for Barron River 
Phone – (07) 4229 0100
Email – barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au
Social Media – @CraigCrawfordMP

Dear Kuranda residents, 

It’s quite something to imagine being the first car travelling the bullock track that eventually 
became the Kuranda Range Road, and so it was a great pleasure to join the Kuranda Historical 
Society to celebrate 100 years since Brett Moller’s grandfather did just that. I hope that, like 
me, everyone who came to celebrate this unique milestone left with some new knowledge 
about the local area.

From the tiny Kuranda Tree frog to the powerful Southern Cassowary, our beautiful 
Wet Tropics region is home to some of Australia’s most threatened and endangered species. 
To help these vulnerable animals the State government is offering up to $25,000 for 
community-led projects aimed at protecting threatened flora and fauna. Find out more at  
qld.gov.au/csagrants

Finally, remember to ‘Move Over and Slow Down’ when passing stationary emergency 
vehicles with their lights on. This new law is to ensure the safety of our emergency services 
and applies to ambulances, police cars, fire trucks, and transport enforcement vehicles, as 
well as breakdown assistance providers such as RACQ and tow trucks.

Saturday 8 October is shaping up to be a great day in the Kuranda Village, and I’m looking 
forward to attending the Kuranda Colour Fest and the launch of the Cassowary Art Trail at 
Centenary Park, followed by Kuranda Spring Festival. If you see me in the 
crowd, be sure to say hello.

As always, if you need anything from me, please contact my 
local office via emailing barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au 
or call 4229 0100. And please follow me on Facebook for 
daily updates @craigcrawfordMP

Crawford's Corner

MAREEBA SHIRE COUNCILLOR MARIO MLIKOTA

I would like to start this month’s Councillor Update by thanking all 
the residents who continue to make a significant contribution to our 
community by being a volunteer. It is volunteerism that makes our 
Shire great, and I thank you for your contribution. 

GROW Rural North Queensland 
GROW Rural is a rural immersion program for first year medical, 

nursing, midwifery and allied health students based in Queensland who 
come together to be part of, and learn from, specific rural communities. In 

September, Council welcomed these students to Mareeba for a weekend of rural hospitality. 
The students visited our health services and facilities and learned about the clinical needs of 
our community. Students were billeted with local families for the weekend and Mareeba was 
marketed as a destination of choice to work and live. 

Mareeba offers residents a regional lifestyle with all its benefits in relative proximity to 
Cairns. I encourage residents to promote Mareeba to friends and family members looking for 
a place to work. 

Motion for State Diversionary Facilities 
Council will move a motion at the Local Government Association of Queensland annual 
conference this month that the State introduce diversionary facilities in remote areas. These 
facilities will provide juvenile offenders with the chance to learn social and vocational skills, 
rather than send them to detention centres.

It is a first step by Council to try and make a change that will allow these young people a 
chance to learn both social and technical skills so that when they are released, they can pursue 
employment and become contributing members of our community. Council will seek support 
from the other 76 councils throughout the State to join the call for the State Government to 
introduce new sentencing options for youth offenders.

Community Support and Service Committee inquiry
Mareeba Shire Council has recently presented to the Community Support and Service 
Committee inquiry into decriminalising public intoxication and begging offences, and health 
and social welfare-based responses. The committee is required to report to the Legislative 
Assembly by Monday 31 October 2022.

I encourage all residents and ratepayers to lodge their requests for service with Council 
by phoning 1300 308 461, emailing info@msc.qld.gov.au or by visiting the website and 
completing a 'Contact Form'. This will mean your enquiry is directed to the relevant team or 
staff member as quickly as possible. I also welcome your direct contact. 

Councillor Mario Mlikota 
0428 402 015  |  MarioM@msc.qld.gov.au

Photo: Heather Miller

For further information, please visit Council's website
or contact Council on 1300 308 461.

Mareeba Shire Council has moved to VendorPanel, an
e-procurement site, for calling quotations/tenders for
goods and services. 

As from 1 October 2022 businesses wishing to respond
to calls for quotation/tenders from Council need to be
registered with VendorPanel Marketplace.

Registration is free, takes only a few moments to
complete, plus as an added bonus your business
profile will be visible to external companies as well as
Mareeba Shire Council. 

Business Owners need to register at
www.VendorPanel.com.au/Marketplace and once
registered, as projects arise, your business will receive
an email inviting you to submit on offer.

Mareeba Shire 
Council moves to 

VendorPanel

www.msc.qld.gov.au  
1300 308 461 

KURANDA WALKING NETWORK WORKSHOP

Mareeba Shire Council, supported by Zwart Transport Planning and Arup,
would like your help with planning safe, attractive and convenient walking paths
in Kuranda. A draft walking plan for Kuranda has been developed. The Kuranda
community is invited to attend a workshop to provide feedback and ideas about
this draft plan.

Where: Kuranda CWA Hall, Cnr Barang & Thongon Street Kuranda
When: Wednesday 19th October 2022
Time: 3:00pm to 5:30pm
Afternoon tea will be provided. 

RSVPs by Monday 17th October 2022 for catering purposes would be
appreciated. 
Please RSVP by emailing communitywellbeing@msc.qld.gov.au or call 1300 308
641. 

For more information please don’t hesitate to email info@msc.qld.gov.au.

Peter Franks
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
PO Box 154 
MAREEBA QLD 4880 



8     October 2022  |  The Kuranda Paper

0402 537 952

Laurence Capocchi
Your local guy looking after your TV problems

All with a friendly  smile!

• New Antenna Installations
• VAST and Satellite Installations

• NBN - Wifi Networks
• Data, TV and Phone Outlets

• Home Theatre & Sound Systems

Antenna Guy
Laurence

laurence.antennaguy@gmail.com

www.kurandaconservation.org
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Contact Jax at Kuranda Conservation 4093 8834 or 
kurandaconservation@hotmail.com  

to purchase your bin stickers.

1 Pademelon Lane, Kuranda 4881 
Phone: 4093 8834 | Email: kurandaconservation@hotmail.com 

www.kurandaconservation.org

The KCons Community Nursery is nearly always open!

The community-based NATIVE PLANT nursery specialises in 
plants for wildlife. Share your place with our local critters.

Get your BIN STICKERS order online or call 4093 8834. 

HIRE A CAR TRAILER ($10 half day, $20 whole day). 
** Two sturdy box trailers available to hire **

If you need a PLANT IDENTIFIED, give us a call or send us  
a photo of the leaves and fruit or flowers.

We have WILDLIFE CARERS to assist with  
injured wildlife – 0488 548 886.

A Premium Boutique Property Management 
service provided by a local for locals

Linda has extensive local knowledge and
realestate expertise. A wonderful
communicator who always goes above 
and beyond for her clients. A true 
professional, I cannot recommend her
more highly - Louise

The CASSOWARY ART TRAIL project will be 
launched at 10.30am 8 October in Centenary Park 
by Mareeba Shire Council Mayor Angela Toppin and 
Member for Barron River, Hon. Craig Crawford with 
the unveiling of the three life-sized cassowary statues 
which have been painted by Kuranda artists George 
Riley, Connie Rovina and Rebecca Koller.

Name the Cassowary Competition

One cassowary—painted by Rebecca Koller—needs 
to be named. Please enter the competition to name 
this amazing bird. Entry forms will be available at the 
Cassowary Art Trail tent on the day.

There will be lots more happening on the day...

• Craft activities for children – you can help dress 
up a cassowary cut-out.

• Get a photo of your face with a cassowary 
body.

• Lots of stalls with information and sticker 
handouts, plants and gifts.

• See the winners of the School Children’s art/
craft exhibition from Kuranda District State 
College and St Andrew’s College.

• Winners of competitions will be announced at 

CASSOWARY SIGHTINGS NOTIFICATIONS

You can record your sighting at  
www.kurandaregion.org/cassowary-records under 
Kuranda Region Cassowary Families. Our phone 
numbers are 4093 8834 or 0439 899 731.

SNAKES

Warmer days and nights, and hungry snakes looking 
for a guinea pig or cat to start the season off. Give us 
a call if you need a snake relocated. If you live on this 
side of the river, we’ll take it across to the other side 
and vice versa!

The new 
Cassowary Trail 
logo designed by 
Nettie O Design

the end of the show around 2pm.
• We’ll also have all of our fabulous bin stickers 

on display.

LAUNCH OF THE CASSOWARY ART TRAIL  
10.30AM 8 OCTOBER, CENTENARY PARK, KURANDA

Thanks Jurg Jutzi of Terra Nova for the inception 
of this project and partnering with Kuranda 
Conservation to develop the project to this stage. But 
we’re not finished yet! We still have the rest of the 
region to conquer. For more information about this 
project go to info@cassowarytrail.com.au

Once again, the businesses of Kuranda have 
generously offered support and prizes for 
competition winners. It has to be said that Kuranda’s 
businesses have always supported so many of 
Kuranda’s fairs, festivals and events. This is now being 
ably coordinated by the Kuranda Traders Association 
(KTA). We need each other. 

Heads 
Up!

The Kuranda Paper deadline for November 2022  
edition #348 is Thursday 20 October 2022.  

Please send all submissions and advertising to
mail@kurandapaper.com 



The Kuranda Paper  |  October 2022    9

294 GANYAN DR. SPEEWAH 
FULLY RENOVATED QUEENSLANDER ON 10 ACRES 

Call Vik For an Obligation 
Free Appraisal, You’ll be 

Glad you did!  
0414 999 687 

Offer Over $600,000  

 

House/Shed Pads, Land/Site Clearing 
Rock Retaining Walls 

Driveway/Roadway Excavation  

Homes are being built for endangered Northern Quolls in 
Far North Queensland to entice them back to what was once 
‘quoll country’ in the days before cane toads.

Northern Quolls all but disappeared from savannah land 
after the arrival of cane toads, but researchers say the small 
populations that survived and live in patches of rocky country 
above savannah land, have learned to avoid eating them.

Now dens are being built around the edges of hillsides 
at Australian Wildlife Conservancy’s Brooklyn Wildlife 
Reserve, north of the Atherton Tablelands, to help increase 
quoll numbers and reconnect populations.

Terrain and Gulf Savannah NRMs and Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy are working together on the project 
with the help of Ground Creations, who are building the dens, 
Transport and Main Roads’ Edmonton to Gordonvale project 
and Mt Carbine’s EQ Resources Ltd, who are each providing 
some of the resources.

Terrain’s Dr Andrew Dennis said 12 trial dens were being 
built from pipes, rock and rubble.

“Artificial dens have only been used previously on 
rehabilitating mine sites’’ he said. “With their work to 
guide us, as well as quoll and den research elsewhere, and 
all the background survey work done by Australian Wildlife 

Conservancy on where quolls are living in this area, we’ve 
come up with a new design that should suit the habitat here.

“Unlike on mining land, these dens will be built within 
undisturbed areas. Their design is based on natural den 
characteristics, such as depth and temperature and humidity 
targets.

“The Department of Transport and Main Roads, in 
collaboration with principal construction contractor HSA 
Group (John Holland, Seymour White and AECOM) for the 
Bruce Highway, Cairns Southern Access Corridor, (Stage 3) 
Edmonton to Gordonvale project is donating some concrete 
pipes needed for the project and mining company EQ 
Resources is providing us with rocks and rubble to make this 
happen.”

The dens are being built just beyond known quoll 
habitat. If they are successful in drawing quolls back out into 
flat savannah land, they may be a useful tool to reconnect 
isolated populations of quolls and improve the endangered 
species’ genetic health.

Australian Wildlife Conservancy’s Wildlife Ecologist Dr 
Manuela Fischer said the project is critical in ensuring quolls 
are able to return into cane toad infested areas and thrive in 
Far North Queensland.

“Northern Quolls are at high risk of genetic isolation and 
its possible consequences, such as inbreeding depression,” 
Dr Fischer said. “We are currently collecting genetic samples 
across different areas on Brooklyn Wildlife Sanctuary to 
determine if there is any genetic structuring between these 
areas. We are also collaborating with other researchers 
to identify genetic structuring at a regional scale within 
Queensland’s Northern Quoll populations.”

Dr Dennis said quolls suffered an 80 per cent decline in 
Queensland as cane toad populations increased. Since then, 
they seem to have stabilised with populations remaining in 
pockets where they have learned to avoid toads. 

“If this trial works, the lessons learnt could be applied in 
the Northern Territory and in Western Australia, where there 
is an ongoing rapid decline’’ he said. “Northern Quolls are 
listed in the top-100 priority threatened species in Australia. 

Dens for the Far North’s  
endangered northern quolls

Females use 7 to 10 hectares as a home range, while males 
need 70 hectares and more. We want to get them back on 
the savannah lands, reconnecting isolated populations 
and keeping genetics healthy while also performing their 
ecological role there as an apex predators.” 

The dens are part of a larger quoll project being delivered 
by Terrain NRM in partnership with the Western Yalanji 
traditional owners, Australian Wildlife Conservancy, Gulf 
Savannah NRM and James Cook University. It is trialling 
conservation methods and building on previous genetic 
sampling and fire management work. The project is 
supported through funding from the Australian Government. 

About Northern Quolls artificial dens

Northern Quolls are the smallest of four Australian quoll 
species, with a body length of 25-37cm, a reddish-brown fur, 
cream underside, white spots on their backs and rumps, a 
blackish tail and pointed snout. Natural dens are usually rock 
cavities or tree hollows. The artificial dens are made from 
three pieces of 5m-long pipe, stacked, partly buried, and 
filled with rubble and partly raised off the ground. The dens 
are installed as six pairs, situated around and about 200m 
from the edge of higher rocky country. Each den has three 
potential den sites. 

For further information and interviews please 
contact Elaine Seager, Communications, Terrain NRM.  
Email elaine.seager@terrain.org.au or 0418 710 701

Source: Terrain NRM

It’s the ultimate alternative journey — gentle but 
uncompromising. Koa Windsong’s intentions and focus for 
this potent little book are best summed up by a Koa quote, 
“The multi-dimensional world is a geometric pattern of 
incredible visuals and go unnoticed if we live in a flat-screen 
world. The more technology we humans create, the more 
people become separated from their natural environment. 
If even one person reads this book and gets inspired to put 
down the flat screen and weave themselves back into the web 
of life, the effort here on my flat screen will have been worth 
it.”

Koa is a weaver on many dimensions, constantly weaving 
the strands of the natural world with the threads of his own 
life journey: a creative, practical, spiritual dream-weaver.

From his Native American root wisdom, through a 
Mexican prison to the Hawaiian islands, to his journeys up 
and down the east coast of Australia. Oceans, mountains, 
forest, bushland; weaving his basic needs for food, shelter, 
communion – teaching, learning, experiencing and sharing, 
with love, the ultimate alternative ways of life with the 
human, animal and plant kingdoms.

For those of us who once-weres, wanna-bees, aiming for 
or just curious about, really living in harmony with the earth 
and our fellow beings – this is THE book. It’s the real deal. 

Very highly recommended. Available locally at Cath 
Morris’s famous book stall at the Kuranda Heritage Markets, 
or order from koahwindsong@hotmail.com 
Reviewed by Rob Hart. 

BOOK REVIEW: Dream Weaving Down Under by Koa Windsong

Northern Quoll. Photo: Wayne Lawler, 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy.

Quoll den entrances. Photo: Valeria Silva
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Kuranda Men’s Shed

Session Times
Men's Shed • Wed & Sat 8.30am–11.30am

She Shed • Tue 1–5pm, Friday 8am–1pm, Sun 1–5pm
116 Kuranda Heights Road 

Contact
Geoff (Men's Shed Manager) mensshedkuranda@gmail.com
Peta (She Shed Coordinator) kurandaSHEshed@gmail.com

incorporating
KURANDA MEN'S SHED

KURANDA SHE SHEDKURANDA BRANCH
20 Thongon Street
Email: collblu@antmail.com.au
Booking Agent: Colleen Blunt 0448 434 186
President: Vicki Donovan 0400 791 345

acknowledging the queen
QCWA State Executive Board respectfully acknowledged the passing of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 1926–2022
On Thursday 22 September 2022, Australia took time out to mourn the passing of Queen 
Elizabeth II. Since the inception of our Association, it has been an honour to have the 
Monarch’s Queensland representative, the Governor of Queensland or their partner, as our 
Champion and Patron. QCWA Motto includes the words, “Service to the Country”. Queen 
Elizabeth, our Queen for 70 years, lived these words. The Board reflected on the service of a 
woman who was the epitome of duty and leadership. She will forever be a role model for all 
of us.

Kuranda Walking Network Workshop – The community is invited to provide feedback 
and ideas about the draft walking plan for Kuranda.

Where: Kuranda CWA Hall
When: Wednesday 19 October 2022
Time: 3–5.30pm 
Afternoon tea will be provided. 
RSVP: by Monday 17 October 2022 for catering purposes would be appreciated to 
communitywellbeing@msc.qld.gov.au or call 1300 308 641. 
For more information email info@msc.qld.gov.au. 

BE A WINNER for a good cause! – QCWA Raffle prizes include two luxurious 3-bedroom 
apartments in Coolum. The proceeds from this Art Union will provide skills-based workshops 
across Queensland that will enhance job or small business opportunities and raise health 
and wellbeing. Drawn on 19 December 2022. Tickets are $25 each and available at  
www.qcwa.org.au

In Memory of our Kuranda CWA Handyman – Paul Anton Cordell
Paul passed away peacefully at home in Kuranda on 31 August 2022 aged 83, with his partner 
of 40 years Sarah McPherson by his side. Sarah shared that she valued Paul’s support in her 
past role as CWA Hall Convenor for 22 years. Paul was able to utilise his mechanical skills and 
call on mates to create the President's Board, put up display cabinets, and service the Hall in 
many other ways. We recall that he did enjoy those cups of tea and the cakes in return. We 
remember Paul with gratitude.

CWA monthly Members meeting – will be held on Wednesday 12 October 9–11am.

Social and Craft – Held on the third Wednesday of the month. Wednesday 19 October, 
9am–12noon. Hobby stall opportunities. All welcome. 

WHAT'S ON AT THE CWA? 

Contact the following hirers for any enquiries regarding their activities:
Yoga in Rainforest – Aileen 0419 726 955
Yoga with Tina – 0499 593 119
Tae Kwon Do – Jeff 0437 438 196
Myola Body Groove – Sandra 0447 737 415
Tension & Trauma Release – Sabine 0415 959 195
QiYoga – Liza Soenario 0413 178 489
AA Group – 1300 222 222

Hall Hire Available – We currently have hire availability on Mondays 11.30am–5pm, 
Tuesdays 11am–5pm, Alternate Wednesdays until 5pm, Thursdays until 5pm, most Saturday 
and Sunday afternoons.

QCWA 100 Year August celebration planning – Do you have any old CWA photos?  
If you have old photos and memories that we can copy/scan and collate, please contact 
Krishna Buhler 4093 8730 or come to the Social Morning at the Hall on Wednesday  
19 October at 9am.

Kuranda CWA President's 
Board made by Paul Cordell. 
Photo: supplied.

Right: The timber 
storage shed 
also received the 
Richard and Don 
treatment.

We are all delighted and grateful to our President, Richard Clews. His latest efforts have 
landed us with brand new spiral cutter heads for both of our big planers. This cuts back on 
the noise made by the planers and creates a hot-knife-thru-butter action and finish. This took 
a lot of investigation and pricing and finally travelling to Brisbane to purchase. Add to that a 
new metal detecting unit and some more dust collection equipment, and the Shed continues 
to improve thanks mainly to our man at the top. 

More gratitude goes to Mike from Mike’s Maintenance Services for the time he gives the 
Shed to help us with modifications like this. He’ll soon have our (Frank’s) metal lathe running 
too. 

Still on the topic of gratitude, Speewah to the Hat Walk founder Mick Dowling deserves a 
few pats on the back for all he does for Speewah, and beyond, and for thankful recipients of 
the money raised for this very worthy annual fundraiser. Kuranda Men’s Shed was one of the 
lucky ones this year. Thanks a lot Mick and the walkers!

Have you ever been asked, “What did you get up to over the weekend?” You’ve had a busy 
weekend but you don’t know how to sum it up? That’s what writing this article is like. A lot 
of action, plenty of creations and ideas coming to fruition, mistakes and start-agains. Lots of 
tidying up, organising and planning, but hard to summarise in a paragraph. How about this 
– we all enjoyed ourselves.

Special mention to Russ. Russ is in his early 90s and uses a walker but his mind is as sharp 
as a chisel. Welcome to the Shed Russ and good work on that beautiful planter.

Positions vacant: Machinists to teach us how to use a metal lathe – pay is lousy though.
Positions vacant: Kuranda-ites to join our healthy little Shed and enjoy the benefits 

of learning new skills and possibly teaching others. A couple of our members travel up from 
Cairns because we have such a great Shed.

Remember our motto: “Shoulder to Shoulder”. Often times we have difficulty discussing 
our troubles, but taking part in a project with friendly people breaks down those barriers and 
we can feel a sense of community, and maybe, just maybe a kindred soul to have a chat with.

Left: The Main 
Workshop after 
Richard and Don 
have tidied up 
a bit.

BEST
ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTIONS
• Minor building & 

construction solutions
• Additions & New Work
• Repairs & Maintenance

QBCC 62705

W I D E  R A N G E

Free Quotes call Mick 0432 387 983
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9am–5pm Monday to Friday
Locally owned and operated by Fay Allen BCom CA

4093 8222           info@kurandavillageaccountancy.com.au
kurandavillageaccountancy.com.au 

Providing the following professional services:

Individual Tax Returns
Business

GST and BAS Preparation
Partnerships, Companies and Trusts

Self Managed Superannuation Funds
Business Setup Advice (first consultation free)

Entity Structure Advice
Bookkeeping

The Tax Team – Simone, Jena, Fay and Linda.

After Cairns Tropical Writers Festivals were postponed due to COVID in both 2020 
and 2021, a new date has been set for 24–26 February 2023. 

This disruptive break has nevertheless given time for some new faces on the team. 
With Eve Stafford stepping down after seven years as Program Director to chase other 
interests, first up is the new Program Director, Jodie Ferrero.

“I’m keen to create a program to celebrate the art of storytelling in all its forms, 
engaging talent from Tropical North Queensland together with a diverse mix of authors, 
leaders and entertainers from further afield,” said Jodie, whose 30-year career spans 
media, publishing, marketing, tourism and event management.

Next up is Julianne Steer as the new president. Former editor of Oasis magazine, 
Jules has worked across fields as diverse as construction, media, conservation, women’s 
leadership, fashion and the arts.

Gordon Herbertson as Secretary, and First Nations voice, Judy Ketchell from the 
Torres Straits, are staying on the committee as old hands. Both have extensive careers 
in education in the region. 

They are joined by two more new faces, restaurateur and hospitality guru Tiina 
Horn as Treasurer, and former Cairns Mayor Val Schier who is probably more recently 
known for her volunteering roles, including as longstanding chair of the Friends of the 
Cairns Botanic Gardens. 

For any enquiries about the upcoming festival, email Program Director Jodie 
Ferrero at program@ctwf.com.au

NEW DATE AND NEW FACES 
FOR CAIRNS TROPICAL 

WRITERS FESTIVAL
KURANDA WRITERS GROUP UPDATE

Our September meeting saw two new aspiring writers join us. Thank 
you Karlee and Karlina for sharing your ambitions and thoughts on 
writing. The theme for the month was Small Town and two short 
stories were read and discussed. 

Our next meeting will be held, as usual, on the second Thursday of 
the month – that will be Thursday 13 October, 10am to 12pm at the 
Kuranda Library. 

The theme for October’s meeting is Passport/Ticket to Ride. A short 
story (around 500 words), or poem, or other literary form, on the theme 
to share would be great, but your piece on any topic is also welcome.

“Writing, to me, is simply thinking through my fingers.” 
Isaac Asimov
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www.kurandaartscoop.com
Cnr Coondoo & Thongon Streets • 4093 9026

The Focus on Kuranda 
Photography Group 
is a Facebook group for 
photographers of all levels. 
Photos featured here have 
received the most 'likes' for 
the previous month (at the 
time of going to print). 

AMRE_Slashes signboard x 3_866x180.indd   3

17/08/2017   12:30 pm

"Jade vine at Kuranda 
Railway Station" 
Jill Melody 
(31 August 2022) 

september

Sculpture Botanica 2022 
is a partnership between 
the Friends of the Botanic 
Gardens and the Saltwater 
Creek Basketry Group. It 
offers an outdoor sculptural 
trail to explore during the 
exhibition which runs 7–23 
October. Sculptures have 
been commissioned from 
10 artists, two of which 
are Kuranda Arts Co-op 
members and exhibiting 
artists, Marcia Bird and Toni 
Rogers.

Right: Marcia Bird assembling her 
colourful Pollut-Ants.

Left: Toni Rogers working on her 
sculpture "The Botanist's Boat".

Below: Detail of "The Botanist's Boat".

Toni Rogers 

Toni’s The Botanist’s Boat featuring in Sculpture Botanica 2022 is a representative sculpture 
handmade from palm stems and inflorescence, mulberry cuttings, lomandra, leaves and 
hemp string. 

Toni imagines “this boat would have carried Joseph Banks when he collected plants and 
animal specimens from Australia’s eastern shores. Some of these plants, previously unknown 
in Europe, are today growing in this Botanical Garden.” 

Toni has a particular interest in the visual nature of this land, how it can integrate with 
artworks to represent principles, convey ideas and carry a narrative. The response to the 
land, its flora and fauna, has facilitated this process and has provided Toni with a large design 
vocabulary, translating influences into contemporary concepts. Her sculpture The Botanist’s 
Boat invites questions, interpretations and interacts with the viewer and the environment.

Toni is a member of the Saltwater Creek Basketry Group and has exhibited her sculptures 
extensively, including Strand Ephemera, Townsville

Marcia Bird 

Marcia’s colony of Pollut-Ants is getting the once-over, before moving into the Cairns 
Botanic Gardens. Her Pollut-Ants sculpture consists of one main piece – the ant mound with 
approximately 60 individual ants trailing around the mound. Each large ant is constructed of 
a wire frame, wrapped/stitched/woven with clean waste materials – plastic, fabric, wire and 
discarded objects. The pieces in the artwork will be secured to the ground and the nearby tree. 

Marcia states “Pollut-Ants is an observation 
of the emerging effect plastics and 
microplastics are having on the ecology. 
The Pollut-Ants are seemingly building their 
nest with plastics being dredged up from the 
soil, whilst the ants themselves have become 
what they consume. Some of the plastic has 
been altered and included as a symbol of 
hope that nature will find a way to adapt and 
survive.” 

Marcia is a facilitator with the Saltwater 
Creek Basketry Group and uses traditional 
basketry techniques to create both sculptural 
and functional forms. She has exhibited 
widely including Sculpture Botanica and 
Strand Ephemera, Townsville.

Membership and Gallery space

With more exhibiting space available, the Kuranda Arts Co-op is encouraging new exhibiting 
members to join us. Drop in and pick up an information pack for more details on how to 
become part of our Co-operative.

Left: Toni Rogers and 
Marcia Bird
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Kuranda

Monday – Thursday 8.30am to 5pm   •   Friday 8.30 to 1pm

Dr Dave Cuming: dermatology, paediatrics, minor surgery –  
Monday, Wednesday (am), Friday (am)

Dr Veerendra Sinha: specialises in skin cancers and excisions –  
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am–5pm

Dr Agufana Pepela: Outreach every second Monday at Kowrowa

Dr Steve Salleras: Monday and Wednesday 8.30am–5pm

Nurse Terry: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday –  
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander patients

Extra Services: Podiatrist, Dietician, Psychologist, Diabetic Educator,  
Nurse, Asthma Care, Indigenous Health and more… 

cnr Barang and Thongon Streets 

Medical Centre

“Professional Care in Your Community”

4093 7118 kuranda@ipn.com.au

Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (KNC) 
Operated by Kuranda Information  

& Support Centre Assoc. Inc. 

6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda 
PO Box 170, Kuranda Qld 4881

P. 4093 8933 | F. 4093 8607  
E. coordinator@kurandanc.org.au

Neighbourhood Centre News

Ashtanga Yoga 
Kuranda

Invest in your 
Health and Wellbeing

Village Yoga Life offers:
• classes for all levels
• individual private  

yoga classes
• introduction courses  

and workshops

biannka@villageyogalife.com.au
www.villageyogalife.com.au

Contact Biannka
0407 634 116

A New Age in Care
circle

Phone: (07)40938386     
Mobile: 0410 114 404

email:  kindredcircling@gmail.com 

©freelancecreative.biz

ARE YOU AN ELDER 
NEEDING CARE?

ARE YOU AN ELDER 
NEEDING CARE?

We are Nurses providing private care,
o�ering permanent care solutions.

Stay at home or live with us in a home setting.
This gives you a great Lifestyle.

Furniture Exchange
Our Furniture Exchange is operational again, pickup and delivery occurs every second 
Monday. We welcome any donations of furniture that is in good condition. Beds and 
mattresses are always needed. We are unable to take fridges and washing machines due to the 
risk of injury to our volunteers. If we are unable to take your furniture, there is also a pickup 
service that Lifeline operates. Please do not leave furniture at the Centre when we are closed. 

Playgroup at KNC Nest
Play Matters QLD (used to be Playgroup QLD) are planning a Friday morning playgroup in 
the KNC Nest space. Times and details to be advised soon. Anticipated start is mid-October. 
If you are interested in being involved in the working bee and the setting up process, or for 
more information please contact Bronte 0450 372 844, email kurandaplaygroup@gmail.com 
or check out the Kuranda Playgroup FB page. 

Community Food Supports
Thank you to community members that have been contributing to our Street Pantry. A 
reminder that our Street Pantry is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. However, if the Centre 
is open, please come in and see one of our friendly team if you need assistance. KNC and 
our clients are extremely appreciative of the agencies and individuals who support our crisis 
food and toiletries programs. Special thanks to TRACQS, Share the Dignity, Salvation Army 
(Tolga), Second Bite, Kuranda District State College, and the wonderful individuals who we 
see stocking the pantry from their own resources.

KNC Staff
Our new Family Support Worker, Terri, has settled in and has quickly become a valued team 
member. Our manager, Heidi, has had a well-earned holiday and will be back at work on  
26 October. 

Thank you from KNC Staff and Volunteers

Cairns Hinterland 
Steiner School 
(CHSS) welcomes 
Kelly Ferguson, 

an experienced 
independent school 

leader to be its Head 
of School after relocating 

from Brisbane.
In an era of dwindling teachers and an even scarcer 

pool of Principals, CHSS undertook a 12-month search 
Australia-wide and internationally to find a leader to support 
the school, now into its 21st year, to grow to K–12 while 
maintaining the authenticity of its curriculum. The school’s 
beautiful rainforest setting, the unique Steiner education and 
the broader shift of those seeking a tree change, worked in 
CHSS’ favour to secure its new leader.

Ms Ferguson, hailing most recently as head of a leading 
specialist school in Brisbane has taken on the role to develop 
CHSS into a thriving and dynamic Steiner K–12 school, 
with a nurturing Early Years and Playgroup program. 
Ms Ferguson agrees that the education, founded on the 
philosophy of Rudolf Steiner with its origins in 1919, is one 
of the key reasons she was attracted to the School. “As an 
experienced educator and leader in both independent and 
special schooling, I realised, like many of my peers, that 
the mainstream system, as it currently stands, is simply not 
supporting students or preparing them for their future lives 
within society,” she said.

“I was actively seeking an alternative education that 
works for all children irrespective of academic ability, 
class, ethnicity or religion and that meets the needs of the 
whole child – academic, physical, emotional and spiritual 
at their developmental age. This is how I come to be at 
Cairns Hinterland Steiner School, where students develop a 
love of learning and an enthusiasm for school due to their 
extraordinary relationships with staff, the rich and varied 
curriculum and deep connection with nature, art and music. 
Working in an awe-inspiring campus only added to the 
appeal and decision to move with my family to the region,” 
Ms Ferguson added.

Ms Sharonika Camplin, Chair of the Board of Directors for 
CHSS said, “CHSS is at an pivotal point in its journey. We are 
an established small school striving to grow to K–12 and we 
are a recognised alternative to the Australian Curriculum. We 
have a dedicated community of staff, families and friends, and 
wonderfully experienced Steiner teachers who are committed 
to their students. What we needed was a leader who could 
bring this all together, while maintaining an eye on the future 
with plans for buildings, grounds, and extending class years 
as well as our specialisms, like our outdoor education, music 
and creative arts programs. Ms Ferguson has ticked all the 

boxes and we look forward to seeing the growth and success 
of the school under her leadership.”

On the ability to attract the right leader, Ms Camplin 
commented, “We could see the trend from families moving 
to the region and joining the school, and we had experienced 
teachers join us from interstate, so we knew we had an 
advantage there. Employing a rigorous interview process 
allowed us to really understand the capacities of the 
candidates and to find a conscious leader, with a strategic 
mindset who will protect and uphold our education so that 
we continue to see many more students experience a Steiner 
education.”

Steiner schools have been operating in Australia for over 
60 years with many mainstream schools in the southern 
states adopting a Steiner-based stream. Worldwide there 
are over 1,300 Steiner Schools and 2,000 Early Childhood 
Centres, spread across 80 countries.

“When you look beyond the generational stereotypes 
of Steiner Education, you realise this form of education 
is respected worldwide for its ability to produce able 
young people with a strong sense of self, who develop 
diverse capacities that enable them to become socially and 
economically responsible citizens,” said Ms Ferguson.

About Cairns Hinterland Steiner School

We empower students to create solutions to complex 
challenges with resilience and confidence in themselves and 
the world they live in.

True to the spirit and intention of Rudolf Steiner, Cairns 
Hinterland Steiner School (CHSS) established in 2002, 
is a place where goodness, beauty and truth permeate the 
pedagogical, physical and social fabrics. Through a balanced, 
well rounded education of the highest quality and based on a 
deep understanding of the stages of childhood development, 
we support each child's unique gifts and emerging potential 
to tap into the faculties of thinking, feeling and willing – 
head, heart and hands.

Nestled within 40 acres of rainforest in Kuranda, our 
school offers an Early Childhood, Primary and High School 
program. The curriculum remains firmly grounded in the 
core principles of Steiner education and is imbued with 
a strong creative, music, fine arts and outdoor education 
program.

Within each child, strong foundations are laid for creative 
inspiration, for curiosity, for taking accountability and a 
strong moral compass. We facilitate a movement from loving 
external authority in the early years to internal authority 
through self-discipline and responsibility in the older years. 
We hear many wonderful stories of the capabilities of our 
past students whether that is from university lecturers, other 
school's teachers, or the community.

Cairns Hinterland Steiner School attracts 
experienced independent school leader
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kurandahistory@gmail.com
PO Box 896, Kuranda
Kuranda Historical Society

Working with the Kuranda community to preserve  
our history and tell our stories

On 3 September 2022, it was exactly 100 years since the first motor vehicle—driven by Mr 
William Moller—made its journey over the range from Smithfield to Kuranda. The Kuranda 
Historical Society (KHS) celebrated the event on 3 September organising displays and 
speeches, and opened their KHS space in Centenary Park to the public. The KHS committee 
had fun answering questions, setting up displays of historical photos alongside a series of 
paintings from well-known Kuranda artists.

An amazing Welcome to Country was given by Errol Hunter, who brought the great 
grandson of Mr J Bartle (one of Bill Moller’s original team) forward, and demonstrated how 
one respectfully enters Djabugay country – using armpit sweat! 

The Cairns & District Historic Vehicle Club added to the interest by driving up to Kuranda 
and parking their beautiful old vintage cars next to the park, attracting a great deal of interest. 

Councillor Brett Moller from Cairns Regional Council and grandson of William Moller (the 
driver from 100 years ago), gave us his family’s colourful remembrances of his grandfather’s 
feat. Dr Peter Ryle, our wonderful local historian, shared his research with the assembled 
crowd. The Hon. Craig Crawford MP and Mayor Angela Toppin officiated. 

The raffle was a great hit and we raised enough to fix our broken window, pay our 
insurance, and cover the cost of the merchandise we are having produced – such as sets of 
quaint Kuranda history cards, really classy tea towels and cool KHS t-shirts. We can’t thank 
our wonderful Kuranda community enough for this support – it enables us to keep going.

These generous local businesses and artists provided the raffle prizes:
• Kuranda Scenic Railway 
• Distil On The Hill 
• Kuranda Envirocare
• Sprout Cafe
• Kuranda Alliance Pharmacy
• Kuranda Tea House
• Kuranda Hotel
• Community Conservation
• Tea Lily Fashion Boutique
• Just Gorgeous
• Lee Edwards 
• Barron Falls Hotel
• Rare Earth Oils 
• Wildlife Tropical North Qld 
• Buck Richardson
• Eve Stafford 
• Cafe Mandala
• Frogs Restaurant
• The Not Just Chocolate Shop 

On 25 September, we held our Annual General Meeting. The following positions 
were filled: Anne Clarke (President/Media), Kylie Moore (Treasurer), Marjorie Cutting 
(Secretary), Wendy Bindley (Grants/Fundraising), Trish Keur (Merchandising), Jan Weaver 
(Collections), Garth Owen, Krishna Buhler, Dugg Stratford (Historical Advisor). 

Kuranda Colour Fest – Saturday 8 October

The Kuranda Historical Society will be having a stall next to its office in Centenary Park as part 
of the Kuranda Colour Fest and launch of the Cassowary Art Trail celebrations on 8 October. 
We will be running another raffle – this time featuring prizes donated by our amazing local 
artists. We will also be providing a sausage sizzle, as well as selling our new Kuranda history 
cards, KHS t-shirts, and lovely linen KHS tea towels.

First Car Crossing the Kuranda Range Celebration 
a great success

Above: Cairns & District 
Historic Vehicle Club brought 
some beautifully restored cars 
along for the day.

Right: Descendants and 
relatives of Bill Moller. L-R: 
Darren Hithersay, Jayden 
Hithersay, Barbie Hithersay, 
Jack Hithersay, Dell 
Hithersay (nee Moller who 
came all the way from the 
Gold Coast for the event), 
Councillor Brett Moller 
(grandson of Bill Moller and 
nephew Dell Hithersay)

We feel we must explain
Lest readers look in vain

For our Suzy of the sharpest wit
For her column, this month,  

has not been writ.

But fear not readers and do not dismay
For the next Grinter’s Tale

Is only a (healing) finger away.

OF WOE
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Two-storey high, unique Dinosaur Skeleton,
fossil and gemstone museum, gift shop,

gemstones, crystals and jewellery.
Located at the Original Kuranda Rainforest

Markets – look out for the
big Dinosaur out the front!

FREE ADMISSION

7–11 THERWINE STREET, KURANDA
emuridgegallery@bigpond.com

Thu–Mon
9am to 3pm

DINOSAURS IN 
KURANDA

0408 728 711

TLC TREE SERVICES
Family owned and operated

Damien Woodcock
Professional Arborist

BASED IN KURANDA

• Qualified Arborist
• Fully insured • Ergon authorised

• Qualified and highly experienced climber
• Free quotes and advice

• No job too big or too small

Experience ranging from small trees through to 
advanced rigging, crane work, block clearing 

and controlled tree removal.

treelc.com.au
0408 150 734

treelopperscairns@gmail.com

REPORT YELLOW CRAZY ANTS

CALL: 1800 CRAZY ANT
p |  4241 0525         e | yca@wtma.qld.gov.au  

w | wettropics.gov.au/yellow-crazy-ants         facebook | @ycawettropics

4mm body length

Birthstones endure through history. They link us to important 
parts of society, such as religion or custom. Modern times 
match these ideas too. Over the years, these special stones 
have come to reflect current tastes, thoughts, and trends. Opal 
as an October birthstone, dates to at least the 15th century. 
Tourmaline, however, was selected in the early 1900s.

OPALS

Throughout much of history, opals were actually believed to 
be good luck. The Romans thought that opals were one of 
the luckiest gemstones and a symbol of hope. In the Middle 
Ages, opals were believed to be bestowed with all the positive 
properties of coloured gemstones due to their rainbow-like 
play of colour.

The Opal is full of high vibrational energy, amplification 
powers, and a perfect sense of balance. It not only kickstarts 
your creative heart, but can also bring renewed hope, good 
karma, bright balance, and regulation. 

Opal is a hydrated amorphous form of silica; its water 
content may range from 3 to 21% by weight, but is usually 
between 6 and 10%. Due to its amorphous property, it is 
classified as a mineraloid, unlike crystalline forms of silica, 
which are considered minerals. 

Opal's shifting play of kaleidoscope colours is unlike any 
other gem. Fine opal's beauty is elusive and challenging to 
capture in words. It has been compared to fireworks, jellyfish, 
galaxies, lighting and volcanoes.

The Olympic Australis opal is the largest and most 
valuable opal yet found (as of 1961) and was valued at 
AUD$2,500,000 in 1997. It was found in 1956 at the 'Eight 
Mile' opal field near the town of Coober Pedy in South 
Australia. The opal was found at a depth of 9.1 metres (30 
feet). The Olympic Australis opal was named in honour of 
the Olympic Games, which were being held in Melbourne in 
the year of the opal's discovery. It consists of 99% gem opal 
with an even colour throughout the stone. It has been left in 
a natural state, unpolished and uncut with blemishes. As of 
1997, the opal is kept in Sydney, at the offices of Altmann & 
Cherny Ltd.

TOURMALINE

For people who love coloured gemstones, tourmaline has 
long been a favourite. It is valued for its incredible range 
of colours, colour combinations and its vitreous lustre. 
Staying true to its name, which comes from the Sinhalese 
word "turmali", meaning "mixed". It has also been a very 
affordable gem, even in larger sizes, with the exception 

BIRTHSTONE OF THE MONTH

October

of some very rare tourmaline varieties which can be quite 
expensive. The rarest and most expensive tourmaline is the 
paraiba variety – a neon-like blue or green that is coloured 
by traces of copper. It was first discovered in the Brazilian 
state of Paraiba in 1989. In 2001, some similar material was 
discovered in Nigeria, though the colour saturation was not 
as good as the Brazilian stones. Then in 2005, a third find 
was made, this time in Mozambique. This material ranges in 
colour from green to blue-green to violet and can be compared 
to the Brazilian. But Paraiba tourmaline is so scarce that the 
prices are difficult to define. Clean stones with vivid colour 
can easily command prices well over $5,000 per carat.

Tourmaline is in the family of boron silicate minerals. 
It has a complex chemical composition, with many 
permutations. Mineralogists recognise 14 different varieties 
of tourmaline, with the boron silicate compounded with 
aluminium, iron, magnesium, sodium, lithium or potassium.

Brightly coloured Ceylonese gem tourmalines were 
bought to Europe in great quantities by the Dutch East 
India Company to satisfy demand for curiosities and gems. 
Tourmaline was sometimes called the 'Ceylonese Sri Lankan 
Magnet' because it could attract and then repel hot ashes 
due to it's pyroelectric properties. Tourmalines were used by 
chemists in the 19th century to polarise light by shining rays 
onto a cut and polished surface of the gem.

Tourmaline is thought to be for people who bear a broken 
heart, as it encourages love, gently disperses emotional 
pain and dissolves disruptive feelings. It calms the negative 
emotions that upset relationships. Amongst its users, 
tourmaline is believed to promote inspiration and happiness, 
reduce fear, and build self-confidence.

Contributed by Chris Maaten, Emu Ridge Gallery,
Fossil and Gemstone Museum, Gift Shop.

Photo: Karin Notaro from 
Silk Road Gems, Kuranda

The Kuranda Paper is a  
not-for-profit publication. 

Profits generated by 
advertising support local 

community groups.

Also available online  
www.kurandapaper.com 
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www.minibeastwildlife.com.au

Tel: 0403 210 431
leon@waterboresqld.com.au
www.waterboresqld.com.au

WaterBores QLD are your local water drilling specialists

Based in Kuranda and servicing Far North Queensland

Call Leon for a free site inspection and quote

• Domestic bores • Stock bores • Irrigation bores.

m. 0416 120 852    e. artwork@nettieodesign.com

are you 
loving 

your 
brand?

nettieodesign.com

THAI KAI CAFE
TAKEAWAY OR DINE IN

11.30am–7.30pm 
Wednesday to Saturday

Closed Sunday, Monday & Tuesday  

**Bookings required for dining**

The Red House, 24 Coondoo St, Kuranda
Phone 4093 8770

OPENING HOURS

BYO

Alan Henderson, Minibeast Wildlife

Top: A tree climber from Kuranda, Distipsidera flavipes 

Below right: The enormous jaws of a Green Tiger Beetle 
(Pseudotetracha species), a large ground-dweller found west of 
Kuranda.

Below: A Grey Tiger Beetle, Cicindela species, one of the 
speedsters.

Photos: Alan Henderson

Imagine finding your self shrunk down to a height of only 
2-3cm tall, and then having to walk around with all the 
‘bugs’ our size – just as in the movie Honey, I Shrunk the 
Kids! In that film, a clumsy scorpion attempts to capture the 
miniature humans, but if I were on that scale, there would be 
a minibeast far more fearsome that I would be worried about. 
A tiger beetle could spot me and have me in its jaws before I 
had time to blink!

When it comes to fast runners, tiger beetles take the crown 
for the fastest insects on our planet – and it is an Australian 
species which holds the record. Cicindela hudsoni can travel 
at about 2.5 metres per second – equal to about 350km/hr on 
our scale. In fact, tiger beetles run so fast that they actually 
lose the ability to see once they start moving. They have to 
visually lock on to their prey first, or run in short bursts to 
re-orient themselves as they chase their food. Either way they 
are so fast, their prey stands little chance of getting out of the 
way in time!

Tiger beetles are pure predators, and feed on any smaller 
insect or spider that they happen to spot. They are found 
throughout the world and Australia has many species but 
they are strangely absent from Tasmania. We have several 
species that occur locally. In Kuranda there is an arboreal 
(tree climbing) species Distipsidera flavipes that hunts 
on tree trunks and upon leaves. In the dryer scrub to our 
west are the rapid ground runners Cicindela and powerful 
Pseudotetracha; the Cheetahs and Tigers of the insect world.

As well as speed, tiger beetles are equipped with some 
serious weaponry. They have enormous jaws (mandibles) for 
their size, which are used for crushing and cutting prey. Their 
mandibles are like long curved swords with daggers sticking 
out of them. There is no mercy for the hapless prey of a tiger 
beetle; on capture it is dismembered as it is consumed. As 
if this doesn’t sound gruesome enough, tiger beetles ‘spit’ 
digestive juices onto their prey as they are chewing it to start 
the digestive process before they suck up the liquid mush.

Tiger beetles eyes are highly important to them, and their 
eyes are very large for that reason. Like other insects, they 

have compound eyes (eyes made up of many lenses), and the 
size of their eyes gives them a wide area of view.

Although some tiger beetles like to move around at night, 
many are active in the heat of the day; particularly in hot 
weather. Some are common on beaches where they run so 
quickly that they can be confused with sandflies.

Young tiger beetles are called larvae and are hunters like 
their parents. In some ways, they are even more savage than 
the adults. The larvae are grub-like, with huge heads and 
powerful mandibles. They construct tunnels in the ground 
and wait just below the surface for small animals to pass by. 
When they sense something close to the entrance, their head 
snaps upward like a miniature steel-jawed trap and drags the 
helpless prey into the tunnel to be eaten.

Although their eating habits do not sound entirely 
endearing, many tiger beetles are quite elegant in their 
appearance. These have intricate patterns on their elytra 
(wing covers) and others are iridescent purple, blue and 
green, and rival butterflies for their colour and beauty. 

In the eyes of the tiger
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FBL CONSULTING 
SERVICES

Ph: 4038 1359
Fax: 4038 1346

Specialising in business advisory,  
property investors and late tax returns

07 4093 8256
24 Coondoo Street, Kuranda
sproutkuranda@gmail.com

Phone orders welcome

OPEN FOR DINE-IN  
AND TAKE-AWAY

7.30am – 2pm

Desirable skills 
include: 

Outgoing, friendly personality and a positive attitude
Committed approach to teamwork principles
Good knowledge of the region, including local 
products and operators
Excellent customer service
Retails or Sales experience
Ability to communicate with different cultures

Please email kurandavic@msc.qld.gov.au or drop in
between 10-3 to pick up an application form.

The Kuranda Visitor Information Centre is now recruiting to build up our 
award-winning Volunteer Team. 

Would you like to join a friendly team and help 
make Kuranda a great place to visit?

Volunteers Wanted

Benefits: Make new friends
Learn new skills
Gain work experience
Helping others

What is the Aussie Bird Count?

The Aussie Bird Count is an activity for all ages that involves observing and counting the 
birds that live near you – whether that’s in your garden, the local park, a beach or even your 
town centre. By telling us about the birds you’ve seen within a 20 minute period, you will help 
BirdLife Australia develop an understanding of local birds, whilst getting to know the wildlife 
on your doorstep!

Why is the Aussie Bird Count in October?

Spring is the season when birds are more lively and visible. They begin nesting, breeding and 
flocking and generally appear more playful. Thousands of migrant birds return to our shores 
in Spring as well. For these reasons it is also National Bird Week, a tradition that started 
back in the early 1900s when 28 October was first designated 
by our predecessor, the Royal Australasian Ornithologists 
Union, as the first ‘Bird Day’.

How do I take part in the Aussie Bird Count?

To complete the Aussie Bird Count, spend 20 minutes 
standing or sitting in one spot and noting down the birds that 
you see. You will need to count the number of each species 
you spot within the 20 minute period. For example, you 
might see 4 Australian Magpies, 2 Rainbow Lorikeets and a 
Sulphur-Crested Cockatoo. If you can identify birds by their 
calls, please include these in your count, but if you aren’t 
sure of a bird without seeing it, please exclude it rather than 
making a guess. The Aussie Bird Count app has a handy field-
guide to help you identify birds.

Once you have completed your count, you can submit it 
in two different ways:

1. You can submit your bird count through the online 
web form (this form won’t be made live until the 14 
October), or

2. You can submit your counts through the free Aussie 
Bird Count app. The app is available for iPhones and 
Android smartphones, go to Google Play or iTunes 
to download the app for free. If you have the Aussie 
Bird Count app from previous years don’t delete it, it 
should update automatically with the newest version. 
In between event dates, the app operates as a field-
guide/bird finder.

PRIZES ON OFFER: Olympus Digital Camera Package, 
Swarovski Optik NL Pure 8x32 Binoculars as well as books, 
art and other Australian bird-themed gifts.

More info, resources and interesting results from the 2021 
Count can be found at www.aussiebirdcount.org.au

AUSSIE BIRD COUNT 2022
17–23 October ELVIS SIGHTING BRINGS 

EXTRA EXCITEMENT!
No doubt, those of you on local social media have read the  

wonderful report by Kuranda Riverboat that Elvis was sighted  
by the river on 22 September – after an absence of 54 days!  

‘The King’ is back. Even more exciting, was news that he returned with 
four chicks. What a dad. Now it’s fingers crossed all  

four chicks can survive and thrive. 

Let’s all be casso-wary to give them the best chance possible.
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Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce
communitytaskforce.org.au
coordinator@communitytaskforce.org.au

Kuranda Tree Frog Creek Survey 

Our fourth survey showed great results with no 
presence of yellow crazy ants or electric ants found in 
Ripple Creek. A team of six volunteers and Wet Tropics 
Management Authority staff followed the creek line from 
the Barron River to our last survey points joining up a 
500m stretch of beautiful rainforest that is home to the 
iconic Kuranda Tree frog. 

Our next monthly survey will be in October on dates to 
be announced. If you would like to get involved, please 
get in touch. Community support is so important in 
eradicating yellow crazy ants from the Wet Tropics World 
Heritage Area. 

Our team preparing for the survey

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Surveys in Kuranda Tree frog habitat
Invasive ants have been found in critical frog habitat 
and the Kuranda Tree frog is under threat from the 
yellow crazy ant. Checking for invasive ants will ensure 
protection of this endemic and critically endangered 
species. 
We need your help so please get in touch if you would 
like to assist with the survey. Lunch provided.
WHERE: Lower reaches of Kuranda creeks.
WHEN: Monthly survey 8am–12.30pm
October dates to be confirmed.

Kuranda Colour Fest 
Volunteering opportunities available to help at our 
information stall.
WHERE: Centenary Park, Kuranda
WHEN: 10am–2pm Saturday 8 October 2022

On a final note

The Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce is a 
community-run organisation which assists the Wet 
Tropics Management Authority in managing the 
yellow crazy ant infestations in Kuranda. Volunteers 
are involved in all aspects of the program including 
undertaking regular monitoring activities, completing 
surveys of known infestation areas, and assisting in hand 
baiting.

Volunteer with the Yellow Crazy Ant Community 
Taskforce by calling (07) 4093 8989 or by joining the 
Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce Facebook page

If you would like to get involved, please contact 
coordinator@communitytaskforce.com.

Carnival on Collins 

Father’s Day at Carnival on Collins was a hoot. The 
Taskforce joined the Wet Tropics Management 
Authority’s Yellow Crazy Ant Eradication Program team in 
spreading awareness about yellow crazy ants. 

As always, it’s great to engage with the community face 
to face about matters people are interested in when it 
comes to protecting our place in the Wet Tropics World 
Heritage Area. 

Thank you to our wonderful volunteers on the day, Tim 
Brown and Adam Walker. 

Steiner Spring Fair

On Saturday 27 August, the Taskforce and the National 
Electric Ant Eradication Program joined with a stall at 
this year’s Steiner Spring Fair. It was a great opportunity 
to talk to Kuranda and Cairns locals about the invasive 
ants in Kuranda. We presented live electric and yellow 
crazy ants for recognition, booked free backyard checks, 
and demonstrated how to quarantine potted plants to 
prevent spreading invasive ants. 

Importantly, we were able to show locals where electric 
and yellow crazy ant infestations are in the Kuranda 
area.

A big thank you to Mikhaila Jacoby, founder of 
the community Taskforce and original Taskforce 
Coordinator, for supporting us on the day.

Mikhaila Jacoby, Ciara Bridgland from the Taskforce, and 
Cassandra Parker from the National Electric Ant Eradication 
Program.

Community Nursery and Landcare

Opening times (others by appointment)
Nursery – 284 Myola Road, Kuranda  

Monday and Thursday 9am–1pm • Saturday 10am–1pm

Cash, 'tap and go' or internet bank transfer available

4093 8989 (nursery) • 0419 624 940
info@envirocare.org.au • www.envirocare.org.au

Caring for Kuranda’s environment
“by standing on the shoulders of those who have gone before”

Box trailers for hire.  
Contactless pick up and return. All plugs catered for.

Text or call Sarah on 0499 588 145 to book.

It seems we have cassowaries popping out of the forest in 
various places where they haven’t been seen for a while. 
Wonder what’s happening? It has been a lean wet season 
and food has been scarce, so they’re travelling more for 
food. The trees seem to have been triggered by recent rain, 
and some that didn’t flower or fruit in the usual wet season 
cycle, have put out flowers and immature fruit now. Maybe 
it’s all the planting in the Envirolink corridor and elsewhere 
by hundreds of volunteers, providing thousands of hours of 
planting and tending over the past 25 years, that has kick-

7pm Thursday  
27 October  

A special online 
Science Bites talk by 

Dr Jodi Rowley  
about the FrogID 
program and how 

it's helping  
to conserve frogs!

Frogs play an important role in our environment and provide 
an indicator of environmental health. Sadly, frog numbers 
are in decline. To help save them, we need the community to 
get involved. This online presentation by Dr Jodi Rowley will 
showcase the FrogID project by the Australian Museum, some 
of the ways in which the citizen science data being sent in by 
the Australian community is informing frog conservation, 
and how people in the Kuranda region can get involved. For 
more information visit www.frogid.net.au The Golden Everlasting Daisy has a scattered distribution 

from the wetter coastal areas to the desert around Alice 
Springs. Good drainage is essential to grow this plant 
successfully. The plant in the photo is growing on a heap of 
sand 30 cm deep at the centre and also staked in a triangular 
pattern. The plants usually branch profusely from the base 
and it’s necessary to support these branches by tying twine 
around the stakes. 

The Golden Everlasting Daisy is easy to grow from seed 
and regular applications of slow release fertiliser are applied. 
A large number of seeds develop at the bottom of the button-
like structure in the centre of the flower. A few plants are 
available at nursery or come and see the glorious orchid 
display which is still on show with one late bloomer.

Cassowary appearances

Science BitesPlant of the month –  
“Golden Everlasting Daisy” 

Xerochrysum bracteatum

26–30 September – Creek water quality baseline 
checks – If interested please email  
Kuranda.envirocare.science@gmail.com
Sat 15, 22 & 29 October – Nursery drop in session 
for an "I do, we do, you do" session on use of the frog Id app, 
plus seed identification and potting up.
Tues 18 October AGM – Speaker – Michael Anthony 
– Magnificent brood Frogs, rediscovering the species.
20–27 October – Frog monitoring – fun starts at new 
time 6.30pm. Check FB or text Cathy 0419 624 940.
27 October – 7pm Science Bites – Dr Jodi Rowley from 
Australian Museum – online webinar.
5 November – 6.30 pm Moth night spotting with 
our local entomologist Dr David Rentz. Learn about moths 
and other night insects. Central Kuranda location. Contact 
kuranda.envirocare.science@gmail.com

• Date Claimers •Golden Everlasting 
Daisy

Dr Jodi Rowley with Red Eye Tree Frog 
Photo: © Salty Dingo 2021

started forests which cassowaries can finally snack in?
It would be great if you could tuck a tasty food pack into 

the edge of your forest—maybe an elegant brown pine or a 
lilly pilly—for the future when a cassowary might just take 
a stroll through your patch. All the smaller creatures need it 
for food too as they aren’t able to travel across open paddocks 
safely. If you’d like to show your support for the wildlife which 
this forest cover provides, there’s a great free program called 
Wildlife Land Trust by Humane Society International you 
can join. They provide a beautiful large sign for a prominent 
place, maybe at your front gate. Get an application form from 
the nursery or go to www.wildlifelandtrust.org.au



20     October 2022  |  The Kuranda Paper

Sharlene Kemp
0409 255 427

77 Kelly Road, Speewah
etteleahpark@bigpond.com

Hair Off The Dog FNQ

143 BYRNES STREET MAREEBA 4880

open weekdays 8.30am to 5pm

INCOME TAX
SUPERANNUATION

ACCOUNTING
ASSET PROTECTION

BOOK KEEPING
WEALTH CREATION

AUDIT
4092 1244

mareeba@grubersbeckett.com.au

• Sand Fills • Site Cleanups
• Landscape Work
• General Excavation
• Post Hole Borer 300/450/600mm

SERVICING KURANDA AND DISTRICT

Call Tony
0432 773 351

NEXT FoE FNQ MEETING: Date to be announced. This will 
be to discuss potential projects and grants for which the 
second part of FoE FNQ President John Glue's generous 
bequest could be used. For further details, please contact 
Margaret 0403 214 422, email pestoriusm@gmail.com or 
sign up for email updates at www.foefnq.org.au/join_us

Treaty and Decolonisation

At the September FoE FNQ meeting, our guest speaker was Murrumu of Walubara, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and Trade in the Sovereign Yidindji Government, the First Nations 
Government established on broader Yidindji Territory which extends north to the Mowbray, 
South to the Johnson and West to Atherton. Its capital is Gimuy/Cairns.

In the meeting, Murrumu spoke about treaty, decolonisation and sovereignty – and 
the history and work of the Yidindji Sovereign Government. Murrumu explained,"We set 
up the Sovereign Yidindji Government to protect clans like Djabugay, Malanbarra, Gimuy-
Walubara etc and of course the Commonwealth of Australia. The intention behind the Yidindji 
Nation’s legal personality is to help settle the past and secure the future for everyone on the 
Yidindji Territory, through a successfully concluded formal agreement between the Yidindji 
Government and the Commonwealth of Australia. It will mean the clans would have their 
own states to make decisions that would affect their tribal lands and resources."

The Sovereign Yidindji Government was created by the Jangalan Yidindji, the Tribal 
Council of Elders. On 5 January 2013, the Yidindji Tribal Elders gave Notice of Determination 
that the Yidindji peoples were true owners of their territory and were taking control of 
these lands. Murrumu reported that Sovereign Yidindji Government now has a cabinet of 
21 Ministers, 30 police officers and also police cadets in training, an Attorney General and 
around 200 citizens. 

The government passes legislation, has its own postal stamps, flag and shield. It also 
issues birth certificates, driving licenses and license plates. While Murrumu has been arrested 

three times for driving with 
Yidindji license plates, this 
charge has been thrown out 
of Court each time and he 
is now being left to drive in 
peace. 

Murrumu explained 
how the sovereignty of the 
Yidindji nation had never 
been ceded or extinguished, 
quoting from the Uluru 

Statement of the Heart 2017. Murrumu also pointed out 
that Article 5 of the United Nations Declaration of the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples stated "Indigenous peoples 
have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinct 
political, legal, economic, social and cultural institutions, 
while retaining their right to participate fully, if they so choose, in 
the political, economic, social and cultural life of the State."

Nigel Scullion, then Australian Indigenous affairs minister acknowledged the presence 
of the Yidindji cabinet while speaking to delegates at a national development summit in 
February 2016, Murrumu pointed out. This was the first official recognition of the Sovereign 
Yidindji Government by the Australian government. However the Australian government 
have still not responded to the offer made by the Sovereign Yidindji Government to enter into 
Treaty with the Commonwealth of Australia for just $1. 

Murrumu encouraged everyone interested in learning more about the Sovereign Yidindji 
Government to go to their website yidindji.org and to get in touch.

Above: Some of the minsters in the Sovereign Yidindji 
Government
Right: Murrumu of Walubara, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade in the Sovereign Yidindji Government

Left: Sovereign Yidindji police 
meeting the Queensland police.

25 years experience
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RANGERS
r e p o r t

Djabugay
Bulmba Rangers

The Djabugay Bulmba Rangers have two small traditional burns to 
undertake at the end of September before they finish their burning program 
for the year. Autumn and winter rains meant that they could not complete 
all that they set out to do, but they are happy with the results, particularly 
in the open forest along Mona Mona Road between Flaggy Creek and the 
township.

Dameon Hunter, Coordinator of the Djabugay Bulmba Rangers said, 
“these last two burns at Mona Mona may only be small at about half a 
hectare each, but they demonstrate some of the guiding principles of our 
Cultural Laws of Fire. We look for some indicators to see that the country 
is ready to burn, and we certainly want to know where the fire will burn to 
before we light it”, he said. “This is all about burning at the right place at the 
right time for the right outcome.”

Dameon said, “the first area that we will burn is a small pocket that we 
left when we put our cool burns through this bloodwood country about six 
weeks ago. That was a good, cool, slow-moving fire that burnt with flames 
only about a metre high, with white smoke and left a light black ash on the 
ground.”

“When we looked at this site again last week, we saw that the fast 
growing, light green nguaya (Kangaroo grass) covered the ground again, 
holding moisture in the soil for the regenerating medicine plants.”

Dameon explained how this burnt country, now absent of fuel, completely 
surrounds the pocket that the Rangers plan to burn soon, which contains 
fast growing rainforest species and thick seedlings of Allocasuarina. These 
species do not belong in the sandy bloodwood country and are trying to 

change the conditions to suit themselves. A hot fire will get rid of them 
from where they shouldn’t be. 

Dameon said, “the second fire is all about keeping good relationships 
with country and will be carried out along the edge between no-fire and 
fire country. The no-fire country here is paperbark lagoon, water country 
and often special for women. This country provides many resources such 
as fibres and bark, foods like tortoise and molluscs and medicines.”

“The elders have taught us that water trees and water plants look after 
water. The canopy of the big paperbark trees keeps the water cool and the 
water plants around the edges keep it filtered and clean. There were strong 
obligations about caring for 'water country' and keeping it clean was a 
guiding principle.” Dameon continued, “importantly we must protect the 
water country from particularly late, hot fires.”

“The country right next to no-fire water country is bloodwood country 
and medicine plant country. This is fire country and needs to be burnt to 
keep it healthy. The old people through many millennia learnt that if you 
don’t manage bloodwood country properly, water country next to it would 
become unhealthy. The bloodwood country grasses, and water country 
grasses are very different from each other with one liking fire and the other 
not.” Dameon noted, “this bloodwood country here is quite open and clean 
and will burn with a cool flame even this time of year. We want the fire to 
burn quietly to the water's edge and stop there.” 

“This is caring for country and with Climate Change now threatening, 
we need to go back to managing country well, more than ever, to meet the 
challenges of modern existence”.

Biri Gandang 
Ganda-Gandang

(The fire is 
burning)

KURANDA RANGERS UNDER 13 TEAM VICTORIOUS! 

Our Under 13 team had a very impressive 2022 season. Their grand final match was 
played under lights at Endeavour Park and there was an impressive turn out of Kuranda 
supporters. Thank you to all who attended to show support. The team did not fail 
to impress with a 4–0 victory over the Edge Hill United team – great competitors. 
Special mention to our top goal scorer Oscar Harrison, who finished his season with an 
impressive three grand final goals! It has been a pleasure to watch this group of players 
develop their skills, friendships, and finish their season with a well-earned win.

We also recently held our Presentations, celebrating a great year of soccer. A big 
congratulations to all the players who participated in the 2022 season and for 
representing Kuranda Rangers Football Club. 

Well done to our age group winners:

Best and Fairest 2022
Under 6/7 – Kasai Nash, Darcy Lambert and Max Walkerden 
Under 8 – James Wallace 
Under 10 – Hannah Titmarsh 
Under 11 – Ari Ayres 
Under 12 – Bella Kingston 
Under 13 – Evie Titmarsh 

Most Improved 2022
Under 6/7 – Ned Baker and Lilly Duffy 
Under 8 – Max Lambert 
Under 10 – Georgia Wallace
Under 11 – Kallum Biggs 
Under 12 – Max McConnell
Under 13 – Robert Ratcliffe 

Most Consistent 
Leo Madden & Tao Masaki 

Club Spirit Award  
Cara Hall-Matthews 

We are already planning for next season. If you are interested in becoming a MiniRoos 
coach there are free coaching courses conducted at Endeavour Park regularly. Please 
contact us via our Facebook page for more information. See you all in 2023!

Club contacts:  
Adric Rusch 0429 488 214 or Simone on 0402 003 164, or via our Facebook page. 

KURANDA HORSE & PONY CLUB

N E W S
KURANDA HORSE AND PONY CLUB HIGHLIGHTS

It’s been a bit quiet this month at the Pony Club as the last rally was cancelled due to bad weather. But we have had our riders 
out and about, competing at some gymkhanas like Freshwater, Edmonton and Ravenshoe cross-country one day events, 
which is great to see.

We had a working bee over the school holidays, painting jump poles. Thanks to Bunnings at Smithfield – they donated 
some staff and paint to come along and help get our jumps looking awesome. What a wonderful offer from Bunnings to help 
our Club out. Thank you to our adults and kids who were able to spare some time to help paint.

It’s starting to warm up already so we need to make sure our horses have access to clean water and plenty of shade, 
especially as we come into summer. We only have a couple more rallies for the year – it’s hard to believe how fast the time 
has gone. 

ROOM FOR HIRE
The Club has an air conditioned room available for casual 
hire at great rates. It would suit a variety of uses e.g. meeting 
room, massage or yoga classes.

If you are interested in viewing the space or needing any 
more information please email kurandahpc@gmail.com 

RALLY DATES
• 23 October

Keep up to date with what is happening at the Club on our 
Facebook page. If you have your own horse and would like 
to join Pony Club, contact us for more information via email 
kurandahpc@gmail.com or leave a message on our Facebook 
page.

Till next time, Happy Riding
Di Curtis, Club Instructor

Above: Under 13 team who not only won the  U13 Division 2 for the season, but also took 
out the Grand Final with a convincing win over Edge Hill. 

Right: Eden, Mayra 
and Evie after 
winning the Grand 
Final .
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Frogs Restaurant now into its 43rd year!

Join us for 

Jeanette Wormald Trio  
Friday 28 October

Open from 5.30pm
Trio playing from 6pm

Restaurant open.  
Bookings essential 4093 8952.

We are very excited to introduce our second café in Kuranda 
“Frogs on Coondoo” (located at the Old Windmill Café on the 
corner of Coondoo and Morong Streets). Kieran and Sam Pates 

will have a ‘soft opening’ on 1 October. Come down and try a  
sample of the food and beverages that inspire and excite!  

Pop in for an exceptional coffee. 
8am–4pm Wednesday to Sunday Trip Advisor Certificate of 

Excellence 2013–2021.  
9 years running!

Visit us at the  
Heritage Markets

Wed–Fri 10am-3pm
Sat–Sun 9am-3pm 

Visit us at the Heritage Markets

Dine on the deck!

INTRODUCING...Frogs on Coondoo!

All your stock feed and small animal
supplies in one convenient location

Free advice and friendly service!!

Supplies for all your animals including:
Horse, Chicken, Dog, Cat, Pig, Cows & more

Located at the Speewah Equestrian Centre
(5 Douglas Track, Speewah)

Click & Collect or local delivery available

www.speewahfeedbarn.com.au
Ph: 4093-0342

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED PROVIDER
with an all AUSSIE sales & support team

FIBRE   |   FIXED WIRELESS   |   SATELLITE
NO CONTRACTS.....  EVER!!!

Reliable NBN Connection from $69.95/mth!

Call us today and make the switch!

07 4222-111107 4222-1111

WE ARE NBN TRAINED TECHNICIANS & SPECIALISE IN
GETTING REGIONAL AND REMOTE CUSTOMERS ONLINE

We make getting connected easy!!!
www.ausinternet.com.au

On a recent trip to the Tablelands, it was evident the strawberry season was upon us. Cheap, 
fresh, delicious berries were on sale everywhere. Now is a good time to enjoy them fresh, but 
also consider stocking the freezer, or making jams and syrups – even a low waste vinaigrette, 
using your strawberry offcuts.

The last time recipes for strawberries appeared in The Kuranda Paper (edition #303 
October 2018) was back when the terrible sabotaging of some berries with foreign objects 
was occurring. Back then I encouraged supporting local growers and possibly making a pick-
your-own-berries adventure part of a school holiday trip to the Tablelands. I can repeat those 
suggestions for this October. I am also repeating the jam and pudding recipes from that 
edition because … well, they are damn good. Enjoy Queenobeans.

Low Waste Strawberry Top Vinaigrette (vegan, gluten-free)  
via justinecooksvegan.com 
Serves 2 

INGREDIENTS: 1 cup saved strawberry tops (leaves and all), ½ lemon (juiced), 3 tsp 
balsamic vinegar, 3 tsp maple syrup, 3 tsp extra virgin olive oil, sea salt and pepper to taste. 
Note: some cheaper balsamic vinegars can contain additives so check label to ensure gluten-
free to be sure. You can also try another kind of vinegar as a variation.
METHOD: In a clean, sterilised jar, add all your ingredients. Use the back of a spoon to 
gently press down for about a minute on the strawberry tops (this allows some of the juice 
from the strawberry to be released). Close the lid and shake it up. Enjoy immediately on a 
salad or refrigerate overnight (or for 24 hours). Once refrigerated the strawberry tops will 
change their taste and texture and are an absolutely delicious addition to your salad etc!

Strawberry Mocktail Spritzer with ginger and fennel via thedizzycook.com
Serves 16 drinks

INGREDIENTS: Strawberry-ginger syrup: 900g strawberries, 1 cup water, 1 cup sugar, 6cm 
(2 inch) piece of ginger (cut into chunks), 1 tsp fennel seeds. Plus sparkling water to top off. 
Mint for garnish (optional).
METHOD: Clean and quarter strawberries, putting aside about half a pound of the best 
looking berries for garnish if you so desire. Bring strawberries, water, sugar, and ginger to 
boil in a medium saucepan. Simmer for 20 minutes, stirring in the fennel seeds for the last 
5 minutes.

When cool enough to handle, strain the strawberries and seeds out, using the back of 
spoon in a wire mesh strainer or cheesecloth to squeeze the last of the juice and colour out 
of the berries. (Note: you can pick out the ginger chunks and use the residue for jam). To 
serve: pour cooled syrup, and top up with sparkling water. Stir gently and garnish with half a 
strawberry and mint sprig.

The syrup can be stored in a sealed jar in the fridge for up to a week.

Best Strawberry Jam (vegan, gluten-free) via completelydelicious.com
Makes 6 cups

INGREDIENTS: 900g strawberries (hulled and sliced), ¼ cup (60ml) lemon juice (bottled 
or fresh), 2 cups (400g) granulated sugar, 2-3 tsp balsamic vinegar (just enough to balance 
sweetness), 1 vanilla bean (split lengthwise or 1 tbsp vanilla extract).
METHOD: Combine all ingredients in a large saucepan. Bring the mixture to a boil over 
medium high heat, stirring frequently. Reduce heat and simmer, stirring occasionally. 
Periodically skim foam off of the top. After 60-90 minutes, jam should be thick and drop from 
a spoon in thick drips. Remove vanilla bean pod (if you added one), and spoon into desired 
storage container(s). To store in fridge: store in an airtight container for up to 1 month. To 
store in the freezer: store in a sturdy airtight container for up to several months. Canned jam 
will store for up to one year at room temperature. Other interesting additions to try when 
making strawberry jams are black pepper, cardamom or fresh basil.

Strawberry Chia Pudding (vegan, dairy, gluten and sugar-free)  
via veggiessavetheday.com
Makes one generous serve for breakfast, dessert or snack.

INGREDIENTS: 2 Medjool dates, ½ cup of fresh strawberries (save a couple to chop later 
for serving, the rest rinsed, topped and chopped), ½ cup unsweetened non-dairy milk, 3 tbsp 
chia seeds.
METHOD: Blend dates, milk and strawberries (save a few for garnish) until smooth. In 
a medium bowl add liquid to chia seeds and stir well, on and off, over about 15 minutes. 
Refrigerate for at least one hour or overnight. Add fresh chopped berries just before serving.

Strawberry Fields Forever 

Photo: Unsplash
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Guest gardener, Dr Helen Ramoutsaki, talks about active undisturbing in her Scratch Patch 
garden and the benefits of being a 'whatever' gardener.

Whatever Gardening in my Scratch Patch
I am not really a gardener. I’m a sort of gardener, a ‘whatever’ gardener. I simply don’t have 
the time and energy to do much. Nevertheless, when I had a house built on a small block of 
grassed clay soil, I decided to try. After decades of shrivelling any plant I was supposed to care 
for, I was starting from scratch in more ways than one. My aims in developing my scratch 
patch were to improve the soil and sequester carbon on a small scale, creating a habitat to 
feed myself and others, including other species. These intentions completely ignored the fact 
that I had no idea what I was doing. 

So I started what is, essentially, an experiment. My whatever gardening is not a curated 
style of gardening. Instead of aiming for overall control, I mix up purposeful intervention 
with allowing whatever happens. My first action was to skirt around a patch of grass with the 
mower. As the grass grew longer, it became a spider patch. To help the spiders grow, I lured 
flies, moths and grasshoppers by throwing kitchen scraps on the ground. Seeds just happened 
to sprout into trees, which made more vertical space for spider webs and, incidentally, grew 
into a mini-food forest of mango, peanut butter fruit, sweet sop, pineapple, pawpaw and 
passionfruit. My gardener friends inspired me to intentionally plant a few trees – Daintree 
Penda, Daintree Gardenia, Grevillea, a Little Evodia and some citrus. After less than five 
years, their branches are meeting, creating a canopy for birds, butterflies and a richness of 
bugs. 

To a large extent this tangle of tropical life has come about through active undisturbing—
deliberately letting it be. Taking tips from permaculture and regenerative gardening, I focus 
on whatever wants to grow. My raised beds are hectic sprawls of tropical greens. Some have 
come from swapped cuttings or seeds, others are volunteers, springing up from wherever. My 
mainstays are sweet potato leaves and the edible parts of the pumpkin plant – flowers, young 
leaves, fruit and seeds. This does not add up to rows of produce for a harvest. I browse my 
whatever garden like a herbivore, nipping off fresh tips and foraging for the odd fruit here 
and there. In the process, I am always noticing and learning, immersing myself in a web of 
interactions. I am growing with my habitat in a creative act that does not privilege human 
agency. Recognising the interplay of species above and within the soil, it is obvious I am not 
the gardener in this habitat patch. I may have started from scratch, but in fact I am part of 
an ongoing multi-species gardening collective. It is not only my labour that makes the garden 
productive, in fact, it plays only a small part. Before I began, I thought I would be the one 
feeding other species, as if I was graciously sharing by letting caterpillars and grasshoppers 
eat some of my greens. Now I think of it more as the other way around. Collectively, the other 
species create the webbed ecosystem that allows my foodstuffs to grow. 

It might not seem like much when I consider all the intense dedication and knowledge 
that goes into larger scale gardens and environmental projects. However, my Whatever Webs 
philosophy celebrates the connection of individual micro-actions for sustainable macro-
change, on the basis that all small actions count. This might sound like making an excuse for 

Protecting our inter-generational food-plant seeds

How do we thrive abundantly all year round?
It can often be heard said that “you can't grow food in the tropics in this heat”. Well, let's look 
at why, and at the possibilities of what can grow all year round!

The tropics are hailed as the food-bowl of the world, and traditional cultural tropical food-
growers (including here), have been tending and harvesting their edible plants all through 
the years for hundreds/thousands of generations. How can we learn from these cultures with 
their living encyclopaedias of experiential knowledge?

The soils, waterways including underground aquifers, rainfall, heat, wind and many other 
elements have changed dramatically in many areas, mainly due to the clear-felling of large 
tracts of the earth’s fertile, biodiverse, moisture-gathering natural forests. Still now, the 
logging of these 'lungs of the earth' continues at a species-shattering pace. Also the large-scale 
use of harmful toxic chemicals in the environment is affecting beneficial insect populations, 
microbial life in soils and waters, and the health of people and animals.

Our collective mind-set needs a flip-of-the-script to cherish and nurture what we have 
of natural life on this beautiful planet. In relation to our gardens and farms, the 'industrial 
agriculture' model has largely created a ‘monoculture of the mind’, with large areas of just one 
variety of plant, which then sets up a 'battle' with the creatures that love to feed on that plant, 
and so it goes. Where in nature do we see this 'one-variety-only' phenomena?

So then, what else is possible? Thankfully, many are waking up to more natural ways 
of growing food. Syntropic and regenerative agriculture, and permaculture systems, based 
on the observations of the interconnectedness of nature, and the traditional growing ways 
of long-surviving cultures are catching on! A diverse growing system, interspersed with 

pollinator plants and the multi-textured/layered/scented varieties host beneficial insects, 
increasing the (wild) beauty of the garden, the pollination of blossom for more abundance, 
microbial life in the soil: bringing it all together in a 'life-growing' system for food all year 
round.Once the layers are created the ecosystem and temperature and water requirements 
changes around the plants and soil. Quite remarkably! Jane and Neil's five year syntropic 
system in Tolga is definitely a testament to that!

Ulla Melchiorssen who started the thriving Mareeba Seedsavers many years back, has 
created a handy list of all-year-round food-plants in the tropics. She has mostly been growing 
in many places around Mareeba, though try these plants wherever you are and see how they 
go: aibika, aloe vera, arrowroot/Queensland arrowroot, basil/bush-basils, beans, bok choy, 
capsicum, cassava, chillies, chives (common and garlic), comfrey, cosmos, cranberry hibiscus, 
cucumber, dandelion, eggplant, galangal, ginger, lemongrass, tree lettuce and Darwin lettuce, 
luffa (eat the young fruit/buds/flowers), marigold (petals), mint, moringa, mustard leaf, 
nasturtium, old-woman standing-around-gossiping (tree-kale/cabbage), parsley, peppers, 
pigeon pea, plantain (broad and narrow leaf), pumpkin, rocket, rosemary, shallots, spinach 
(Brazil, Warrigal, Ceylon, Egyptian [salad-mallow], Chinese, Okinawa), sambung, sweet corn, 
sweet leaf, Thai coriander, thyme, tomatoes, tree capsicum, turmeric, winter tarragon etc. 

Quite a few of the greens can grow from cuttings and are usually shared at the Seedsavers 
meetings. Seeds are also available in the local seedbank, thankfully contributed to regularly 
by gardeners and farmers conscious of the importance of keeping our seeds true, thank you!

Intersperse your seasonal plants within these staples for variety through the year.

KURANDA TV (Youtube): Check in online to watch recent videos by Andre Leu, president 
of Regeneration International, and Steve Boniwell with abundant food-growing systems and 
fuelless-pump watering designs, and many other interesting videos. 

Contact seedsavers@kurandaregion.org to access meeting notices and your local community 
seedbank, also if you have seeds to share.

when you think you are not doing enough. Well, sometimes that’s true. At the end of a hard 
day at work, I’m more prone to shred my long 'To Do' list and add it to a layer of mulch than 
actually tick anything off. But that’s okay. Whatever gardening takes into account whatever 
time, space, knowledge, funds, tools, energy, and enthusiasm the human participant has—
whatever happens, at whatever scale, it adds value. 

Dr Helen Ramoutsaki is an Adjunct Research Associate with The Cairns Institute at James 
Cook University, a performing poet working in the Environmental Arts and Humanities 
with a focus on the Wet Tropics. www.helenr.com

Rachael Kelly – YourGardenHarvest
www.facebook.com/YourGardenHarvestAustralia

Ramoutsaki garden from 2019 to 2022

Right:Helmeted Friarbird in the 
Calliandra
Below: Spectacular Crab spider and 
Peanut Butter Fruit.
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A VIEW FROM THE UNDERSTOREY by Paul Devine

Astrology
THE STARS IN octoBER

Rob hart

by

Resident Astrologer & Tarot Card Reader
Kuranda Heritage Markets
4093 0218 or 0499 548 456

The largest of the asteroids in our solar system, 
Ceres, takes its name from the Roman Goddess of 
the Harvest and has a strong resonance with Virgo: 
nurturing, healing, harvesting, ecology, hygiene and 
working together. And so, with Ceres moving into 
Virgo at the beginning of October, these qualities 
are now the focus and they remain so for the next 
twenty years.

The Moon becomes full in Aries on 10 October, 
after passing through a Pisces alignment with Ceres 
on 7 October and with Mercury and Neptune on  
8 October. Let’s just say that, during the first ten days 
of October, there will be an overwhelming sense of 
the harvest: now we are reaping what we have sown 
and have the opportunity to give, to serve and to 
honour our obligations to each other and to Planet 
Earth. If, of course, you have the early degrees of 
Virgo prominent in your birthchart, this will really 
resonate for you and, with the Sun at that time with 
Venus in Libra, how beautiful and in harmony with 
the Goddess. Very nice. 

The Full Moon in Aries on 10 October puts the 
Libran Sun-Aries Moon in exact alignment, so you 
people with the Sun in mid-Aries, or mid-Libra, at 
birth will really get a charge. “Let’s get it on!” 

The Venus-Jupiter Aries conjunction, also at the 
beginning of October shines a beautiful bright light 
– artistic, altruistic and oh so optimistic. With good 
reason.

The Sun squares off with Pluto in the cardinal 
signs Libra and Capricorn on 18 and 19 October – a 
time to roll up the sleeves and tackle the really tough 
stuff and with the Saturn-Uranus square in the fixed 
signs Aquarius and Taurus also kicking arse through 
the month it’s no smooth ride. 

This is an awesome harvest—both beautiful 
and gladiatorial—kind of like the battles between 
those glistening, physically perfect Greek gods of 
mythology. These archetypes will be obviously 
acting out their dramas – creative, artistic, warrior-
like and destructive this month. For those with eyes 
to see it will be all around us, and on a planetary 
dimension.

Then, the Sun moves into Scorpio on 23 October 
and things get really intense with a Sun-Venus 
Scorpio conjunction on 24 and 26 October, the 
passionate, deep, impulsive side of love comes 
bursting through. An eclipse of the Scorpio sun on 
the night of 25 October should do it. “Just wait for 
the midnight hour” and the scene is set.

Where does 3 degrees Scorpio sit (crouch) in your 
birthchart? That’s where the fireworks start and a 
six month wild ride begins. Jupiter retros across the 
zero Aries point on 28 October and Mars goes retro 
on 30 October, so the gates of the arena are locked 
and barred. “Let the games begin!” 

Blessings

It is acknowledged, if not necessarily accepted, by most that 
given the impacts of the climate emergency upon us, we must 
quickly change much of how we live our lives. But what will 
this change look like and when it will start? 

There was near universal admiration of the personal 
qualities that Queen Elizabeth II bought to her position. A 
sense of calmness and presence in the moment. An unfailing 
dedication to the task at hand and an ability to maintain 
an ego-free zone. Seemingly reserved by nature and careful 
by design. A level of consistency in all that she did over 70 
years of service. There has been less than universal support 
however, for the quaint idea of Royalty. One doubts how, or 
if, it should exist even as an idea.

From early times, European Royal families drove 
colonising practices around the world bringing untold wealth 
back to their families and countries, and untold misery to their 
new subjects in places far flung indeed. With the curtailment 
of the powers of Royalty, in favour of parliaments of one sort 
or another in the 16th and 17th centuries, colonisation was 
driven instead by corporations – still for personal gain and 
wealth. Think East India Company.

Royalty has been a huge theme of the Australian Nation-
building story since colonisation in 1788, but particularly 
since Federation in 1901. The bringing together of separate 
colonies, each already with a loyalty to the Monarch, under 
one Commonwealth Government, was presided over by the 
future King George V in that year.

This particular Nation-building story began with the 
sons of the land. Men and agriculture ruled supreme. Land 
cleared at mind-boggling rates, quickly put under wheat and 
sheep, and further out, cattle for as far as the eye could see. 
The story was masculine, Christian, very white and based on 
extractivism.

Forty years and two World Wars later, where those same 
men dropped ploughs in favour of arms and then returned 
into an accelerating chapter of the story, now driven by urban 
expansion, manufacturing and mining. 

Sometime in the 1980s, the Nation-building story got 
tangled up and then lost in the new 'Neo-liberal globalisation 
project'. Nations became trading partners and then brand-
names for product placements. They survived in their 
own right for a while before becoming either places where 
massively wealthy digital companies resided or places that 
they plundered. Think Google, Facebook, Microsoft and 
Apple.

And then this nation, often fondly re-reading the early 
pages of the story was smashed with fires, the like that have 
never be seen before. Followed by a virus that swept the world 
with dramatic effect. In the midst of scenes of civilisations 
grinding to a halt and whole nations seeking isolation, all 
sorts of changes to how things had been done were mooted. 
Priorities were recalibrated, loyalties shifted, workplaces 

abandoned, soul-destroying work practices called out and 
shamed. People swore off travel, inner city living, working 
in the CBD, and moved to the country, grew vegetables, 
kept chooks, resigned their jobs, rode bicycles and made 
sourdough.

It appeared that the 120-year Nation-building story had  
come to some sort of conclusion.

Of course, that particular Nation-building story; the one 
that got all the press, and in which many of us got bit parts 
at least was such a brief one could say, “it was such a human 
construct anyway”.

The other Nation-building story has been going on within 
these landscapes now called Australia for somewhere beyond 
60,000 years and being told by the oldest living culture 
on earth. Over 600 tribal groupings have learnt through 
observation and lived experience how to live and thrive with 
each other within this land. Like all indigenous communities, 
their existence spoke of a mastery of wisdom, knowledge, 
innovation and spiritual depth.

Then the new story arrived. Very quickly, before we even 
gave ourselves an opportunity to learn from the old story, we 
began to massacre and take their land. We then started to 
destroy the land and the things on it. We thought of many 
ways of achieving this all now too familiarly sad to mention.

My assertion is that the first Nation-building story that 
I told of here always had a potential to stumble and fall. 
It started off with theft and murder, was populated with 
dodgy characters, had a colonial theme of extracting what 
wealth could be found to send home and the plot seemed 
to be lacking any real moral basis. Of course, as soon as the 
'globalisation' sub-plot was introduced it was only a matter of 
time before the inevitable. 

But life is wonderful and all-rewarding. It provides us 
with another opportunity. We can now start again if we wish. 
Let’s not call it a Nation-building story. Let’s call it an 'earth-
centred' story. We humans are in it, of course, but it doesn’t 
have to be all about us. Let us consider the actions of those 
whose story was much longer than ours.  

In a recent essay, Michael Adams, Honorary Principal 
Fellow, Human Geography at the University of Wollongong 
reflected on this. He said, “being a hunter gatherer was 
a choice and the mind of a hunter gatherer is humanity’s 
most sophisticated combination of detailed knowledge and 
intuition. It opposes hierarchy and challenges the need to 
control both other people and the land itself”.

Now that’s a good place to begin a story. 

Essay by Michael Adams; The Conversation September 13, 
2022.
https://theconversation.com/the-book-that-changed-me-
hugh-brodys-the-other-side-of-eden-showed-what-hunter-
gatherer-societies-can-teach-us-today-187004 

A project celebrating Indigenous scientific knowledge that 
has added 2,500 native plant and animal names to the Atlas 
of Living Australia (ALA) was launched in September at 
Ngukurr Primary School in South-East Arnhem Land.

The ALA, hosted by Australia’s national science agency, 
CSIRO, worked with Yugul Mangi Rangers in South-East 
Arnhem Land and Macquarie University on the project, 
adding language words in eight local languages and 
descriptions for 295 species to the ALA.

ALA Indigenous Ecological Knowledge (IEK) Program 
lead, Nat Raisbeck-Brown, said the new Indigenous names 
and transcriptions would increase data accessibility and 
strengthen researchers’ and Australians’ connection to 
Traditional Owner knowledge and language.

"This project is a wonderful celebration of Indigenous 
scientific knowledge, highlighting the importance of 
Australia’s first scientists in understanding biodiversity, 
and supporting biodiversity management and conservation 
efforts," Ms Raisbeck-Brown said.

"The newly updated species names are now searchable 
in the ALA, both by their Indigenous language name and 
western names (Latin and common). By having species 
names discoverable in Indigenous languages, we benefit from 
and encourage more Indigenous content to be contributed to 
the project," she said.

The project celebrates the Kriol, Marra, Ritharreu/
Wagliak, Ngandi, Wubuy, Ngalakgan, Alawa and Rembarrnga 
languages which are now included in the ALA.

Yugul Mangi Assistant Ranger Coordinator, Julie Roy, 
who speaks Ngalakan and Ngandi languages, said the work 
not only offered shared scientific benefits but also helped 

support keeping local languages alive.
"It was very interesting for me to learn both the scientific 

names and local language names for the species and it's also 
good for the kids to be able to search these species online to 
learn more about local languages," Ms Roy said.

In 2020, the Ngukurr Language Centre published this 
knowledge in a book titled The Cross-cultural guide to some 
animals and plants of South East Arnhem Land.

Macquarie University project lead, Emilie Ens, said 
working with local communities reinforced the long-standing 
traditions and knowledge of First Nations Peoples in effective 
environmental management.

"This knowledge, often encoded in language, is an 
important part of Australia’s natural and cultural heritage," 
Ms Ens said.

"By showcasing these names and knowledge in the ALA, 
we are recognising the deep traditions of Australia’s First 
Nations Peoples which is long overdue, yet is increasingly 
seen as essential for effective management of Australia’s 
environments," she said.

The ALA’s IEK project is a collaborative effort with 
Traditional Owners across Australia to preserve and provide 
access to Indigenous cultural and environmental knowledge 
and language.

The ALA, Australia’s national biodiversity data 
infrastructure, is funded by the National Collaborative 
Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS) and is hosted by 
Australia’s national science agency, CSIRO.

To find out more visit the ALA page on indigenous 
ecological knowledge.
Source: CSIRO

Indigenous Ecological Knowledge Kept Alive Through New Language Exchange
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W
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Your Kuranda Collection 

THE KURANDA LIBRARY HAS 
KINDLY OFFERED A SPACE FOR A

COLLECTION OF BOOKS BY LOCAL AUTHORS,
OR ABOUT OUR LOCAL REGION, 

TO BE ESTABLISHED.

PLEASE DROP 
OFF TO THE 

KURANDA LIBRARY 
WITH YOUR 

CONTACT DETAILS
 THESE CAN INCLUDE NON-FICTION SUCH AS PLANT

BOOKS, LANGUAGE BOOKS, LOCAL HISTORIES,
TRAVEL, ETC. OR FICTION AND CHILDREN'S STORIES.

(IE: ALL RON EDWARDS BOOKS NEEDED). 
DO YOU HAVE ANY YOU MIGHT WISH TO CONTRIBUTE? 

MULTIPLE COPIES ARE WELCOMED.

A once-in-a-decade report from CSIRO, Australia’s national 
science agency, identifies seven global megatrends that hold 
the key to the challenges and opportunities ahead.

With an outlook to 2042, Our Future World revisits 
CSIRO’s ground-breaking 2012 report of the same name, 
exploring the geopolitical, economic, social, technological and 
environmental forces unfolding around the world, predicting 
their likely impact on Australia’s people, businesses and 
governments.

The seven global megatrends are: 
1. Adapting to climate change
2. Leaner, cleaner and greener
3. The escalating health imperative
4. Geopolitical shifts
5. Diving into digital
6. Increasingly autonomous
7. Unlocking the human dimension.
CSIRO Chief Executive, Dr Larry Marshall, said 

megatrends help us to understand the challenges and 
massive opportunities that will shape our future.

“Australia is at a pivotal point. There is a tidal wave of 
disruption on the way, and it’s critical we take steps now to 
get ahead of it," Dr Marshall said.

“From resource scarcity to drug resistant superbugs, 
disrupted global trade, and an increasingly unstable climate 
threatening our health and way of life – these are just some of 
the challenges we face. But these challenges also tell us where 
the most powerful innovation can be found, when we see a 
different future and leverage science to create it.

"Australia has the highest wind and solar capacity of any 
developed nation and a wealth of critical energy minerals – 
we can be a leader in feeding the world’s hunger for clean 
energy.

"The next wave of digital innovation will generate $10–
15 trillion globally. Australia can tap into this to transform 
existing jobs and create new jobs and wealth while leveraging 
Artificial Intelligence to solve some of our greatest challenges, 
like outthinking bushfires, accelerating vaccine development, 
predicting drought, or stabilising our energy grid.

“We have the opportunity now to use science to invent the 
kind of world we want to live in – but we have to act, and we 
have to do it together.

“Trust in science led Australia’s response to COVID-19, 
and science can help us lead a Team Australia response to the 
challenges ahead," he said.

Our Future World report co-lead author Dr Stefan 
Hajkowicz said, “We analysed thousands of data points 
collected over decades. Some of the trends we identified have 
been widely discussed, while others are newer and directly 
related to our experiences during the pandemic.

"We are, for example, just beginning to understand the 
potential long-term impacts of the pandemic on mental 
health and chronic illness.

“We anticipate that while the pandemic sped up digital 

transformation, the real explosion in our capability is yet to 
come. In this environment, digital skills will become more 
valuable, but rather than replacing human intelligence, 
technologies like AI will assist us in doing our work better.”

Our Future World co-lead author Dr Claire Naughtin 
said, “Trust emerged as a central theme – trust in institutions, 
technology, supply chains and security will all be key issues 
over the coming two decades. Currently just under 70% 
of Australians do not trust AI systems, but would be more 
willing to use these systems if appropriate ethical measures 
were in place.

“This latest update on the global megatrends gives us line 
of sight as to what has changed over the past decade and a 
view to the coming decades. Like aircraft engineers would 
use wind tunnels to test the robustness of new aircrafts, we 
can use these megatrends to develop, test and refine future 
strategies to ensure they are robust, whatever the future 
holds.”

Snapshot of the megatrends: 

1. Adapting to climate change: with natural 
disasters expected to cost the Australian economy 
almost three times more in 2050 than in 2017, we 
can expect to be living in a more volatile climate, 
characterised by unprecedented weather events. 

2. Leaner, cleaner and greener: an increased focus 
on potential solutions to our resource constraints 
through synthetic biology, alternative proteins, 
advanced recycling and the net-zero energy transition. 
By 2025, renewables are expected to surpass coal as 
the primary energy source. 

3. The escalating health imperative: the post-
pandemic world has exacerbated existing health 
challenges posed by an ageing population and growing 
burden of chronic disease. One in five Australians 
report high or very high levels of psychological distress 
and there is heightened risk of infectious diseases and 
pathogens resistant to modern antibiotics. There is 
now a burning platform to also respond to our health 
risks and improve health outcomes.

4. Geopolitical shifts: an uncertain future, 
characterised by disrupted patterns of global trade, 
geopolitical tensions and growing investment in 
defence. While the global economy shrank by 3.2% in 
2020, global military spend reached an all-time high 
of $2.9 trillion and Australia saw a 13% increase in 
cybercrime reported relative to the previous year. 

5. Diving into digital: the pandemic fuelled a 
boom in digitisation, with teleworking, telehealth, 
online shopping and digital currencies becoming 
mainstream. Forty percent of Australians now work 
remotely on a regular basis and the future demand for 
digital workers is expected to increase by 79% from 
2020 to 2025.

6. Increasing autonomous: there has been an 
explosion in artificial intelligence (AI) discoveries and 
applications across practically all industry sectors over 
the past several years. Within the science domain the 
use of AI is rising with the number of peer-reviewed 
AI publications increasing nearly 12 times from 2000 
to 2019. 

7. Unlocking the human dimension: a strong 
consumer and citizen push for decision makers 
to consider trust, transparency, fairness and 
environmental and social governance. While 
Australia saw a record level increase in public trust 
in institutions during the pandemic, this ‘trust 
bubble’ has since burst, with societal trust in business 
dropping by 7.9% and trust in government declining 
by 14.8% from 2020-21.

Source: CSIRO

SEVEN MEGATRENDS THAT WILL 
SHAPE THE NEXT 20 YEARS
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BADA
BABARRANGGAL
BALGAL
BARRAY
BARRIY
BILANDINGAL
BILGA
BIRAY
BUDJANY
BUMBU
BUYBIRRIL
DALGAN
DAWARAY
DAYBIL
DIDJU
DJABUL
DJADIRR
DJALWAY
DJARRIY
DJARRUGA

DJIBIN
DJIDJA
DJIRRIRR
DJUNGGAY
DUGUL
DUNGURR
GADJIRRAGA
GAGI
GAMBAY
GAMBARR
GANANGGARR
GANIBARRA
GUDJUN
GUGUY
GURINGAYGU
GURRUMBUN
GUYBIL
GUYIY
MAGARRIL
MULUMULU
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WAYGAL-A-GALING BUWAL-WU 
Going looking for words

The Bama (people) of this area (bulmba) shared a common 
ngirrma, language.

The Djabuganydji, Bulwanydji, Nyagali, Yirrganydji and 
Gulunydji have lived here for millennia. The Djabuganydji called 
it Djabugay. The Bulwanydji called it Bulway.The Yirrganydji 
on the coast called it Yirrgay. The ‘ay’ sound at the end of these 
words sounds like the archaic English word ‘aye’ for yes. 

Some of their stories go way back in time. The Djabuganydji 

DJABUGAY
A guide to the pronunciation of Djabugay words

believe that once their hunting grounds stretched to the Barrier 
Reef. At the end of the last ice age there was a rise in sea-level 
that pushed the people back inland and created the present 
shoreline. Nowhere else in the world have people been able to 
preside continuously in one place for so long, passing on their 
stories to the present day.

The actual word ‘bulmba’ has many meanings: home, 
camping ground, territory, the weather and the authority of 

the elders, upholders of the Law. This bulmba is constantly 
changing, depending on the time of the year, the season and 
the weather.

Thanks to the Bulmba Rangers for help with selection 
of wordsearch words and to the Djabugay Tribal Aboriginal 
Corporations for their work in preserving the area’s linguistic 
inheritance.

     Michael Quinn

Vowel Sounds
/a/ is pronounced as the vowel in the (English) words  
 “some, “come” e.g. bama (person) 
/a:/ is pronounced like the /a/ sound in “father” but  
 longer e.g. buda:dji (carpet snake)
/i/ is pronounced like the /i/ in the word “bin” e.g.  
 bina  
 (ear)
/i;/ the vowel sound is lengthened and pronounced like  
 the vowel sound in “heat”, “beat”, “feet” e.g. biri:  
 (again)
/u/ is pronounced as the vowel sound in the English 
word  
 “book” e/g. mudu (back)
/u:/ the vowel is lengthened and pronounced as the vowel  
 sound in the words “good”, “tool”, “rule” e.g.  
 djungguu: (behind)
Consonants
/dj/ The sound is like a /d/ and a /j/ pronounced  
 simultaneously e.g. djulbin (tree)
/g/ is pronounced as in the word “gun” e.g. gindan  
 (moon)
/rr/ a trilled, or rolled /r/ as in Scottish pronunciation of  
 the word “sporran” e.g. burra-y (to fly) 
/r/ as in the American pronunciation of /r/ in car  
 e.g. biri (fire) 

/ny/ is like the initial /n/ in onion, like an /n/ and a /y/  
 pronounced simultaneously e.g. nyurra (you)
/ng/ as in the word “singer” e.g. bungan (sun)
/n.g/ when you see the n.g broken by a stop do not run 
the  
 two sounds together e.g. djin.gal (sky)
/ngg/ is pronounced as the ng sound in the word “finger”  
 e.g. nyinggarra (eel)
/ay/ is generally pronounced as in the English word “eye” 
 e.g. Djabugay 
Stress
When saying Djabugay words which syllables 
should we stress?

In words of two syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g. bina 
(ear).
In words of three syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g. 
ganyarra (crocodile).
However, if a long vowel occurs in the second syllable of a 
word of three syllables, it is stressed e.g. buda:dji (carpet 
snake). 
In words with more than three syllables, stress falls on the 
first syllable and on the syllable before the last one e.g. 
ganyarra – nggu (crocodile).

Crab. Photo: David Clode

BADA
BABARRANGGAL
BALGAL
BARRAY
BARRIY
BILANDINGAL
BILGA
BIRAY
BUDJANY
BUMBU
BUYBIRRIL
DALGAN
DAWARAY
DAYBIL
DIDJU
DJABUL
DJADIRR
DJALWAY
DJARRIY
DJARRUGA

DJIBIN
DJIDJA
DJIRRIRR
DJUNGGAY
DUGUL
DUNGURR
GADJIRRAGA
GAGI
GAMBAY
GAMBARR
GANANGGARR
GANIBARRA
GUDJUN
GUGUY 
GURINGAYGU
GURRUMBUN
GUYBIL
GUYIY
MAGARRIL
MULUMULU

WORD MEANINGS
BADA: head, roof. Gabaan wandang badaa. Rain 
falling on the roof.

BABARRANGGAL: to hate, dislike. Ngawu gari 
nyurrany babarranggal. I don’t dislike you.

BALGAL: to build, erect something. Ngawunggu bayu 
balgal. I’m building a bayu, a shelter.

BARRAY: a place, a spot. Gulu barray gurii guyu 
dugalum. This place is good for catching fish.

BARRIY: to cry, to buzz, to bubble. Barndil barring. 
Baby crying. Barabara barring. Fly buzzing. Bana 
barring. Water flowing, bubbling along.

BILANDINGAL: to frighten. Gari nganya bilandinga! 
Don’t frighten me!

BILGA: the groin. Yagay! Gari nganya duu gundii! 
Ow! Don’t hit me there!

BIRAY: march fly. Ngabi biray! Biranydju nganya 
bayabayal. Many march flies. March flies are biting me.

BUDJANY: elephant beetle. Budjany burrang. 
Elephant beetle flying. Yagay!Budjanydju ngayang 
djinaa nimal. Ow! Budjany pinching my foot.

BUMBU: to joke, to trick. Gari nganya bumbu daban! 
Don’t play tricks on me!

BUYBIRRIL: to blow. Nyurra milba yigiyigi 
buyburril. You are skilled at playing the didge.

DALGAN: water rat. Dalgal yungang banaa. Dalgan 
swimming in the water.

DAWARAY: bushfire. Ngawu bungay nyunggal 
dawaray. I smell the scent of bushfire.

DAYBIL: to pick up, to gather. Gudjanggu bama-lu 
gubirranggan daybil. That Bama is gathering up 
whiteapple.

DIDJU: a crab. Didju djala-galing. Crab goes sideways.

DJABUL: sweetheart, promised one. Nyurra ngayang 
djabul. You are my promised one.

DJADIRR: a burrow. Gudji djadirr ngunda! Look at 
that burrow! Djuu nyinang gundii? Who lives there?

DJALWAY: to bark. Gudji gurraa djalwa-djalwang 
gudaagudaa. That dog always barking.

DJARRIY: to drown. Gari yungan gundii nyurra 

djarri-yabi! Don’t swim there in case you drown!

DJARRUGA: scrub hen. Djarruga djanang guriguri 
murrguu. Djarruga standing on top of the mound.

DJIBIN: navel, umbilical cord, also the vine of garuu, the 
hairy yam.
DJIDJA: hip. Ngayang djidja warrangaying. My hip 
is aching.

DJIRRIRR: leech. Djirrirr-u ngayang galbal 
wungang. The leech is drinking my blood.

DJUNGGAY: to run. Ngawu djunggang. I am running.

DUGUL: nape of neck, mountain ridge. Nganydji galing 
dugul-nda. We are going on the ridge.

DUNGURR: noise. Gari dungurr djanan! Don’t make 
a noise!

GADJIRRAGA: taipan. Gadirraga-nggu nganya 
bayany! Taipan bit me!

GAGI: deep. Gulu bana gagi djanang. This water 
stands deep.

GAMBAY: to crawl. Bardil gambang-ala. Baby 
crawling now.

GAMBARR: mist. Gambarr wunang wuruu-la. Mist 
lying on the river.

GANANGGARR: in front, straight ahead. Galin 
gananggarr! Go straight ahead!

GANIBARRA: dingo. Ganibarra-nggu djarruy 
bugang. Dingo eating a bird.

GUDJUN: buttocks. Gudjun banggal. Big buttocks.

GUGUY: centre, the middle. 
GURINGAYGU: King parrot. Guringaygu burrang 
bagarra-la. King parrot flying in the forest.

GURRUMBUN: Red-bellied black snake. Gurrumbun-
du djalbay bugang. Gurrumbun is eating a bandicoot.

GUYBIL: to whistle. Gari guybil daban! Don’t whistle!

GUYIY: to show. Ngayanda djumburru guyin! Show 
me the track!

MAGARRIL: to pick up. Nyurra gambi magarri! Pick 
up (your) clothes!

MULUMULU: a few. Gari ngayinda mulumulu 
waan! Don’t give me a few! Ngabi waan! Give plenty!

LANGUAGE CLASSES  
Wednesday evenings 6-8pm

Djabugay Aboriginal Corporation
Nyuwarri Estate (old Ngoonbi farm),  

1496 Kennedy Highway Kuranda 
07 4093 8116 (business hours only)
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Words of wisdom  
from my 
Grandmother...

I felt uncomfortable 
driving into the 

cemetery. The GPS 
blurted out "you  

have reached your  
final destination”. 

The Uniting Church in Australia
Mareeba Community of Faith

Jesus is the Light of the World

Meeting 2nd and last Sunday of the month.
9am Mareeba Bowls Club, 43 Anzac Ave, Mareeba.

Alpha groups starting week of 19 April.
Come and find out who Jesus is and why he came.

0403 811 840

P | 4091 1125 E | atherton.parish@cairns.catholic.org.au
W | athertoncatholicparish.com

Serviced by the Tablelands Parish

Sunday Mass: 5pm
Wednesday Mass: 6pm  

(first Wednesday of each month)

20 Barang Street, Kuranda

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH FROM THE BAHA'I FAITH

All enquiries welcome.
0419 632 286 | 4093 9571 | bahai.org.au
The Baha'i Community of Mareeba/Kuranda

Meditations/Reflections, Morning Prayers and 
Study Circles and other face to face Baha’i meetings. 

Our weekly prayers are at 8am every Thursday morning in 
lower Therwine Street, Kuranda followed by coffee.

Study circles are now happening in Kuranda, open to 
all interested, no cost. Other functions are occurring in 
Kuranda. Functions in Mareeba as well as elsewhere on the 
Tablelands and beyond are open for all those interested.

SUNDAY 
8am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist

5pm Evening Prayer

TUESDAY 
9am Holy Communion

SUNDAY 2 OCTOBER 
ST FRANCIS DAY

9.30am The Blessing of Animals –  
Holy Communion

SUNDAY 20 OCTOBER 
ST SAVIOUR’S HARVEST FESTIVAL 

8am Holy Communion 
9.30am Family Eucharist
5pm Harvest Evensong

ACTIVITIES
Home Groups, Alpha, A Life Worth Living, 

Sunday School

POSSUM CORNER OP SHOP
8.30am to 12.30pm 
Monday to Saturday

Enquiries to Chris Wright 
Phone: 4093 8735

Email: wrightc@iig.com.au

This month we turn to St Luke’s Gospel Chapter 12 and read 
from verse 32 to 40.

There is one thing that Jesus does over and over in his 
ministry, he warns his listeners that following him may 
involve difficult choices, and he warns his society that a just 
and humane future calls for deep changes.

All through Jesus' ministry there is a sense of premonition. 
Our Lord was living out nothing less than an alternate way of 
being a human being in the world! It is obvious that he had 
no illusions about the dangers he was courting. 

That alternate way was what he called the kingdom of God 
and the values of that kingdom were diametrically opposed 
to those of the society around him, and will be diametrically 
opposed to the values of any society we have so far devised. 
Human empires are not built on giving alms, turning the 
other cheek, and praying for one's enemies! Sometimes Jesus 
makes no effort to hide that sense of premonition, the feeling 
that certain collisions are inevitable and they might as well be 
named and faced. 

His disciples, on the other hand, seem incapable of 
accepting the possibilities. "I came to bring fire to the earth. ... 
I have a baptism with which to be baptized." There is intense 
frustration in these words. Jesus seems deeply troubled at 
the antagonism to his vision of the kingdom of God, yet, 
at the same time, to accept the inevitability of its clashing 
with everything in the life of his time. Even close personal 
relationships will be deeply divided by his vision. 

Jesus then moves to another issue. People don't seem to 
be able to see that the kind of society they are in cannot be 
sustained: it is headed for tragedy. They are like a man who 
doesn't realize his case is so weak he had better settle out of 
court! The society ought to reform itself and not wait for the 
harsh judgement of the future.

How can all this speak to us? The vision of a kingdom of 
peace and justice divides us even as Christians. Some people 
in church life see any social and political activity in Our Lord's 
name as invalid. Others see it as the only valid Christian task. 
In society as a whole some people see the vision of peace and 
justice as less important than the development of wealth, 
whatever the human cost. In ecological issues many, to use 
Jesus' phrase, refuse to "interpret the present time" in spite 

St Saviour's Thought for October

of obvious indications of disaster. 
As our society moves toward future judgement, as do the 

two litigants in Jesus' parable, we would do well to settle out 
of court while we can. Change and reform now, in case the 
judgement of the future be exceedingly harsh. As usual the 
gospel challenges us to think and to act.

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA 

ST SAVIOUR’S 
KURANDA

News from St Saviour’s 
St Saviour’s is gearing up for the Blessing of the Animals 
Service on Sunday 6 October. 

To celebrate the birthday of the patron saint of animals, 
St Francis of Assisi, a special Blessing of the Pets service 
will be held this Sunday 2 October at area at the back of St 
Saviour’s Church.

In the 1206 Francis, the wealthy son of a cloth merchant, 
decided to forsake all his worldly possessions and founded 
the order of Franciscan monks. He claimed he found his 
affinity with God through animals, and would often call birds, 
animals and even flowers his brothers and sisters.

Blessing of the Pets coordinator, Chris Wright, said 
people can bring pets of all shapes, sizes and species – as 
long as they are on a leash or in a box or cage. "You don't 
have to belong to any church to come and join in the fun. 
Events like this connect people in the community who don't 
normally see each other or have things in common, and that's 
fantastic. The event gives the community an opportunity to 
meet together, share their common love of animals and make 
new friendships. It's really about shared humanity."

The Blessing of the Pets service starts at 9.30am in the 
area at the back of the Church.

St Saviour’s is also gearing up for its Harvest Festival on 
Sunday 23 October with special services.

"The tabernacle of unity hath been raised; regard ye not 
one another as strangers. Ye are the fruits of one tree, and 
the leaves of one branch.

So powerful is the light of unity that it can illuminate the 
whole earth.

Set your faces towards unity, and let the radiance of its 
light shine upon you. Gather ye together, and for the 
sake of God resolve to root out whatever is the source of 
contention amongst you. Then will the effulgence of the 
world's great Luminary envelop the whole earth, and 
its inhabitants become the citizens of one city, and the 
occupants of one and the same throne.

It behoveth man to adhere tenaciously unto that which 
will promote fellowship, kindliness and unity."

(Baha'u'llah, from Ruhi study Circle Book 2)



28     October 2022  |  The Kuranda Paper

• Garden Design
• Maintenance
• Landscaping
• Lawn Services
• Earthworks

• Tree Services
• Stump Grinding
• Waste Disposal
• Construction
• Fencing 0405 906 555

LOCAL KURANDABUSINESS

Driveways • Rock Retainer Walls • Culverts • Site Clearing • Dams • Landscaping • Tree Services

Call for a 
FREE quote

UNDER NEW 

MANAGEMENT
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• Experienced seamstress
• All alterations
• Low prices
• Kuranda local

Call Marion 0408 989 835
OUR SERVICES:

• Supply Cardboard Caskets
• Information and Referral

• Provision of resources e.g. Will Kits

Margaret Yandell
Secretary/Director
0413 653 735
tender.fnq@gmail.com

Incorporated with Deductible Gift Recipient Status

Bowen Therapy & 
Homeopathy Sarah at Simply 
Healing 0402 804 591,  
www.simplyhealing.net.au 
Phone for an appointment.
Carpentry and small jobs 
around the home and repairs. 
Timber/aluminium windows 
and doors not working too 
well? Call Mike at County 
Security Screens & More  
0481 862 444
Clothing alterations & 
dressmaking in Speewah. 
Karen is professional and 
reasonably priced  
0459 184 223.
Glass workshops with 
Kate Prynne. Glass, firing and 
tuition included in the price. 
Call Kate 0400 517 949. 
Help! The old Kuranda-TV 
laptop finally performed its last 
upload. Do you have a spare 
working laptop to donate to a 
good community cause?  

Jo 0401 423 573
It’s all about colour and 
tropical comfort for both 
men and women at Just 
Gorgeous. Open 10am to at 
least 3pm everyday.
Mah Jong 1-4pm Kuranda 
Neighbourhood Centre. 
Beginners most welcome. Sets, 
handbooks and afternoon tea 
provided.
Marriage Celebrant – 
Cheryl Tonkin. Local, regional 
& remote. Phone 0407 670 954
NEW in Kuranda – Soma 
Breathwork Meditation, Pilates 
and Group Fitness, weekly 
classes at Fairyland House 
tropical gardens Yoga shala. 
More details at  
www.fairylandhouse.com.au
Painter available. 20 years 
experience. All types of 
painting including enamel 
work, interior and exterior. 

Complete paint outs or touch 
ups. Clean reliable and honest. 
Call Alan 0452 669 447.
Picture Framing Free 
custom framing quotes at Terra 
Nova Gallery, 15 Therwine 
Street. Call 0412 387 557
Pristine Reef Fish delivered 
to your door, Kuranda-Cairns-
Mareeba. Whole or fresh 
filleted. Licence 4546. Call 
Richard 0407 908 375
Reiki Healing with Ruth. 
Reiki Master. I offer Reiki 
healing, crystal healing and 
chakra balancing. Clear energy 
blockages to allow life to flow 
and fulfillment to follow.  
0422 631 337.
Résumés. In Speewah, 
Cairns longest-running resume 
writing business — over thirty 
years’ experience. Résumés, 
Employment Applications, web 
text, all forms of copy writing, 

GRATIS CLASSIFIEDS*
editing and proofreading.  
Word Factory (Suzy Grinter) 
Phone 4093 0449.
RIDESHARE  
Call 1300 74 33 74 or book 
on the App. We operate 
8am–7pm Mon to Sat and Sun 
8am–6pm. Prebook for out of 
hours. Airport/Cairns bookings 
accepted.
Singing Lessons, classically 
trained teacher with 30 years 
teaching experience. Absolutely 
all styles, sing the music of 
your choice. 0429 090 476
Summer sandals and 
shoes designed for style 
and comfort available at Just 
Gorgeous. Open daily for your 
local shopping convenience.
Therapeutic massage 
and gentle pain-relief 
treatments. Contact Sheree 
Scott Massage 0421 102 722, 
22 Williamson Drive, Kuranda. 

30 WORDS MAXIMUM

For sale, lost/found and outdated 
entries will be deleted after one 
month. Repeat advertisements 
will be deleted at the discretion 
of the paper. Existing Kuranda 
Paper advertisers and community 
groups will be prioritised for 
repeats depending on available 
space. Submit classifieds via 
email mail@kurandapaper.com

Anti-inflammatory Kunzea 
essential oil and cream also 
available.
Women’s Sexual Assault 
Survivors Group 
Alternative fortnights at 
Atherton and Mareeba. Contact 
4091 4036.
Yoga at Top Of The Range, 
Wednesday 7.30am,  
13 Bangalow Place, please call 
Melissa 0404 862 533 to book. 
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FNQ Wildlife Rescue Assoc. Inc.
(Established 1994)

Caring for the region’s native wildlife.
Wildlife carers are all volunteers.

Tax deductible donations appreciated.
New members welcome.

Tel: 07 4053 4467 (24 hrs) Email: fnqwr@bigpond.com

Donate now and help us care for tree roos today

www.treeroorescue.org.au 

Visit us on 

Tree Roo Rescue
and Conservation Centre Ltd
We are a non-profit organisation that rescues and rehabilitates, 
orphaned, injured or displaced tree kangaroos.

Unfortunately an increasing number of Lumholtz tree kangaroos are 
being killed by dogs and hit by cars each year.

Please donate to us and the money will go directly towards treating and 
caring for these beautiful animals.

If you find an injured tree kangaroo
please ring us on 0427 790 694

YOUR COMMUNITY PAGES
WILDLIFE

RECYCLE ROAD REPORTS

DEFIBRILLATORS WATER AND SEPTIC

LAUNDROMAT

HELP GROUPS

Join your local SES
Training every week
Tuesdays 7.30pm
Contact John for more details
0407 144 213

Wildlife Rescue 4053 4467 (24 hours) – recommended 
first to contact.
Batreach 4093 8858 
Cassowary sightings Jax Bergersen 4093 8834
Kuranda Vets 4093 7283

SNAKE REMOVAL 
Jax Bergersen (non-venomous only) 4093 8834
Miss Hiss Reptiles (all reptiles) 0447 888 872

Council EMERGENCY 
number for local roads 
1300 308 461

Kuranda Range/
Kennedy Highway 
Report an Incident  
13 19 40 (24/7)

Kuranda Transfer Station 2186 Kennedy Hway, Koah
MSC Recycle Station – Arara Street, Kuranda

Defibrillator locations in Kuranda region.

Kuranda Men's Shed end of Kuranda Heights Road 
Kuranda Pharmacy cnr Coondoo and Thongon Sts 
Kuranda Medical Centre cnr Thongon and Barang Sts
Kuranda Ambulance Station, Fallon Road 
Kuranda Swimming Pool, Myola Road
Steiner School, Boyles Road
Kuranda SES on board vehicle
Envirocare Nursery 284 Myola Road

Water Delivery:
Grego’s Raw Materials 0419 705 005 

Septic Tank Emptying:
Paul Jennings 0417 632 688 

BP Service Station complex  
Open 24/7

RAINFALL
September 2022 

37.7mm 
(to 19 September 2022)

Annual Total 
(to 19 September 2022) 

1963.5mm
Courtesy of Kuranda Railway Station

Robin Anscomb – 0409 046 932 (Operates 24/7)
Karen McLaren – 4093 8780 Please phone for an appointment

Justices of the Peace

Queensland Justices of the Peace (JPs) 
volunteer to serve the public  

by signing documents that need a 
qualified witness. 

KURANDA MEN'S SHED
RECYCLING

We welcome recycling from Kuranda residents at 
our Arara Street drop off point. We accept: 

**No milk or wine bottles please**

• glass beer bottles
• aluminium cans 
• plastic soft drink bottles
• aluminium cans 
• poppers

Help your local Men's Shed to keep operating. 
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Current as at 3/08/2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*These services travel via Caravonica, Trinity Bay High and TAFE school days only 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No services operate Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day 
Please see over leaf for further information 

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 

 

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride” 
Please hail the driver enroute where it safe for the bus to pull off the road  

For a small surcharge passengers travelling to Cairns may also be set down at: 

Cairns Airport ($5) Greyhound Terminal ($3) 

Cairns Hospitals ($3) 

Please advise driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that Trans North 
services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at: 
• Cairns - Platform 1 Cairns Central Railway Station Cairns 
• Cairns T.A.F.E. – Newton Street (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda) 

• Smithfield - Bus Shelter near the traffic lights on the Kennedy Highway at the bottom of the Kuranda Range 
• Kuranda - 15 Therwine Street – Opposite Information Centre 
• Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern 
• Mareeba - Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station) 

• Atherton - 54 Main Street  
 

Connections are available to and from: 
• Ravenshoe & Herberton (except school days and public holidays) 

Monday to Friday with Kerry’s Bus Service - Ph: 0427 841 483 

• Chillagoe & Dimbulah – Friday with Chillagoe Bus Service - Ph: 4094 7155         
Mob: 0414 947 155 

 
Ticket Sales: 
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News,142 
Byrnes Street Mareeba 

Phone: 3036 2070 during office hours 

  

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 Atherton Tablelands to Cairns   
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Atherton 6.00am 9.15am 1.00pm 8.00am 1.30pm  
 Departs Mareeba 6.30am 9.45am 1.30pm 8.30am 2.00pm  
 Departs Speewah 6.50am 10.05am 1.50pm 8.50am 2.20pm  
 Departs Kuranda *7.15am 10.25am 2.10pm 9.10am 2.40pm  
 Departs rainforest - 10.30am 2.15pm - 2.45pm  
 Arrives Cairns 8.50am 11.15am 3.00pm 10.00am 3.30pm  
    Cairns to Atherton Tablelands  
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Cairns 7.00am 9.25am 3.30pm 10.30am 4.00pm  

 Departs Smithfield 7.20am 9.45am 3.50pm 10.50am 4.20pm  

 Departs Kuranda 7.40am 10.05am 4.10pm 11.10am 4.40pm  

 Departs Speewah 8.00am 10.25am 4.30pm 11.20am 5.00pm  

 Departs Mareeba 8.20am 10.45am 4.50pm 11.40am 5.20pm  

 Arrives Atherton 8.50am 11.15am 5.20pm 12.10am 5.50pm  

        

Cairns – Kuranda - Cairns 
 

Route 851 
Monday 

to 
Friday  

Saturday, Sunday 
and Pub Holidays 

 

 Departs Cairns *3.00pm 9.00am 11.15am  
 Departs Smithfield 3.30pm 9.20am 11.35am  
 Arrives Kuranda 3.50pm 9.40am 11.55am  
  Departs Kuranda 4.00pm 10.00am 12.15am  
 Departs Rainforest 4.05pm 10.05am 12.20am  
 Arrives Cairns 4.45pm 10.45am 1.00pm  
      

Current as at 3/08/2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*These services travel via Caravonica, Trinity Bay High and TAFE school days only 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No services operate Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day 
Please see over leaf for further information 

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 

 

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride” 
Please hail the driver enroute where it safe for the bus to pull off the road  

For a small surcharge passengers travelling to Cairns may also be set down at: 

Cairns Airport ($5) Greyhound Terminal ($3) 

Cairns Hospitals ($3) 

Please advise driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that Trans North 
services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at: 
• Cairns - Platform 1 Cairns Central Railway Station Cairns 
• Cairns T.A.F.E. – Newton Street (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda) 

• Smithfield - Bus Shelter near the traffic lights on the Kennedy Highway at the bottom of the Kuranda Range 
• Kuranda - 15 Therwine Street – Opposite Information Centre 
• Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern 
• Mareeba - Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station) 

• Atherton - 54 Main Street  
 

Connections are available to and from: 
• Ravenshoe & Herberton (except school days and public holidays) 

Monday to Friday with Kerry’s Bus Service - Ph: 0427 841 483 

• Chillagoe & Dimbulah – Friday with Chillagoe Bus Service - Ph: 4094 7155         
Mob: 0414 947 155 

 
Ticket Sales: 
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News,142 
Byrnes Street Mareeba 

Phone: 3036 2070 during office hours 

  

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 Atherton Tablelands to Cairns   
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Atherton 6.00am 9.15am 1.00pm 8.00am 1.30pm  
 Departs Mareeba 6.30am 9.45am 1.30pm 8.30am 2.00pm  
 Departs Speewah 6.50am 10.05am 1.50pm 8.50am 2.20pm  
 Departs Kuranda *7.15am 10.25am 2.10pm 9.10am 2.40pm  
 Departs rainforest - 10.30am 2.15pm - 2.45pm  
 Arrives Cairns 8.50am 11.15am 3.00pm 10.00am 3.30pm  
    Cairns to Atherton Tablelands  
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Cairns 7.00am 9.25am 3.30pm 10.30am 4.00pm  

 Departs Smithfield 7.20am 9.45am 3.50pm 10.50am 4.20pm  

 Departs Kuranda 7.40am 10.05am 4.10pm 11.10am 4.40pm  

 Departs Speewah 8.00am 10.25am 4.30pm 11.20am 5.00pm  

 Departs Mareeba 8.20am 10.45am 4.50pm 11.40am 5.20pm  

 Arrives Atherton 8.50am 11.15am 5.20pm 12.10am 5.50pm  

        

Cairns – Kuranda - Cairns 
 

Route 851 
Monday 

to 
Friday  

Saturday, Sunday 
and Pub Holidays 

 

 Departs Cairns *3.00pm 9.00am 11.15am  
 Departs Smithfield 3.30pm 9.20am 11.35am  
 Arrives Kuranda 3.50pm 9.40am 11.55am  
  Departs Kuranda 4.00pm 10.00am 12.15am  
 Departs Rainforest 4.05pm 10.05am 12.20am  
 Arrives Cairns 4.45pm 10.45am 1.00pm  
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*These services travel via Caravonica, Trinity Bay High and TAFE school days only 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No services operate Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day 
Please see over leaf for further information 

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 

 

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride” 
Please hail the driver enroute where it safe for the bus to pull off the road  

For a small surcharge passenger travelling to Cairns may also be set down at: 

Cairns Airport ($5) Greyhound Terminal ($3) 

Cairns Hospitals ($3) 

Please advise driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that Trans North 
services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at: 
• Cairns - Platform 1 Cairns Central Railway Station Cairns 
• Cairns T.A.F.E. – Gatton Street (Please ask the driver), (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda) 

• Smithfield - Bus Shelter near the traffic lights on the Kennedy Highway at the bottom of the Kuranda Range 
• Kuranda - 15 Therwine Street – Opposite Information Centre 
• Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern 
• Mareeba - Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station) 

• Atherton - 54 Main Street  
 

Ticket Sales: 
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News,142 
Byrnes Street Mareeba 

Phone: 3036 2070 during office hours 

  

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 Atherton Tablelands to Cairns   
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Atherton 6.00am 9.15am 1.00pm 8.00am 1.30pm  
 Departs Mareeba 6.30am 9.45am 1.30pm 8.30am 2.00pm  
 Departs Speewah 6.50am 10.05am 1.50pm 8.50am 2.20pm  
 Departs Kuranda *7.15am 10.25am 2.10pm 9.10am 2.40pm  
 Departs rainforest - 10.30am 2.15pm - 2.45pm  
 Arrives Cairns 8.50am 11.15am 3.00pm 10.00am 3.30pm  
    Cairns to Atherton Tablelands  
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Cairns 7.00am 9.25am 3.30pm 10.30am 4.00pm  

 Departs Smithfield 7.20am 9.45am 3.50pm 10.50am 4.20pm  

 Departs Kuranda 7.40am 10.05am 4.10pm 11.10am 4.40pm  

 Departs Speewah 8.00am 10.25am 4.30pm 11.20am 5.00pm  

 Departs Mareeba 8.20am 10.45am 4.50pm 11.40am 5.20pm  

 Arrives Atherton 8.50am 11.15am 5.20pm 12.10am 5.50pm  

        

Cairns – Kuranda - Cairns 
 

Route 851 
Monday 

to 
Friday  

 

 Departs Cairns *3.00pm  
 Departs Smithfield 3.30pm  
 Arrives Kuranda 3.50pm  
  Departs Kuranda 4.00pm  
 Departs Rainforest 4.05pm  
 Arrives Cairns 4.45pm  
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Bookings 1300 743 374

Community Services
KURANDA LIBRARY and 

COUNCIL OFFICE

SERVICES NOT OPEN PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

KURANDA TRANSFER 
STATION

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 10am–5pm
(No Council business after 4.30pm 
weekdays)

Kuranda Community Precinct  
18-22 Arara Street, Kuranda
4093 9185
kurandal@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au/libraries

OPERATING HOURS
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays & 
Sundays: 8am–5pm
2186 Kennedy Highway, Koah
0418 282 542
msc.qld.gov.au/water-and-waste

65 Rankin Street, Mareeba 
PO Box 154, Mareeba Qld 4880 

1300 308 461 • info@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au

RURAL FIRE BRIGADE WARDENS

First Officer Kuranda Baz Child 0437 746 601
First Officer Speewah Mick Dub 0428 820 631
Warden Kuranda/Myola Duncan Blakey 0408 151 199
Warden Speewah Mick Dub 0428 820 631
Davies Creek  4093 3181
Koah   4093 7738
Speewah  0488 988 481

Emergency Contacts

Emergency – Police, Fire, Ambulance  000

Flood and Storm Emergency Assistance (SES) 132 500

Ergon Energy –  
Report Dangerous Electrical Emergencies  131 670

Mareeba Shire Council    1300 308 461

Poisons Information    131 126

13HEALTH – Health and Hospital Information 134 325

Permits required for fires larger than 
2 metres in any direction

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DASHBOARD
Mareeba Shire Council's online Emergency Management Dashboard provides real time 
emergency information. The Dashboard provides live emergency news, information 
about road closures, power outages and river heights, weather warnings and fire feeds, 
emergency contact phone numbers and social media links. Notifications can also 
be viewed via an interactive map. Mareeba Shire residents can register for the Early 
Warning Network to receive email and SMS alerts for potential emergencies and severe 
natural disasters and weather events. 

The Dashboard is accessible on Council's website www.emergency.msc.qld.gov.au

Rideshare 1300 743 374
Trans North 3036 2070

TRANSPORT

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride”. Please hail the driver anywhere enroute where it is 
safe for the bus to pull over. For a small surcharge passengers travelling to Cairns may also 
be set down at:

Cairns Airport ($5), Cairns Hospitals ($3), Greyhound Terminal ($3), 

Please advise the driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that 
Trans North services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at:
Cairns – Platform 1, Cairns Central Railway Station, Cairns
Cairns T.A.F.E – Newton Street (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda)
Smithfield – Bus shelter near the traffic lights on Kennedy Highway at bottom of the 
Kuranda Range
Kuranda – 15 Therwine Street – opposite Visitor Information Centre
Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern
Mareeba – Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station)
Atherton – 54 Main Street

Ticket Sales:
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News at  
142 Byrnes Street Mareeba. Phone 3036 2070 (office hours)  
Email: atherton@transnorthbus.com.au www.transnorthbus.com.au

*These services travel via Caravonica, Trinity Bay High and TAFE school days only
Current as at 11 February 2022

**No services operate Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day**



koah.hall@gmail.com

Every Monday 
Al-Anon Family Groups 11am–12pm hall under St 
Saviour's Church. Kate 4093 9668 or 1300ALANON
Yoga in the Rainforest with Aileen 8.15am (for 8.30 
start) Kuranda QCWA Hall. Aileen 0419 726 955
Ashtanga Yoga 5.30am & 6pm. Biannka 0407 634 116
Adult Children of Alcoholics and other 
Dysfunctional Families. 7B Hort Street, Mareeba 
(through red gate). Priscilla 0439 080 874

Every Tuesday
Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA 
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196

Second Tuesday 
Kuranda SES Training 7.30pm sharp at Fallon Road.  
John Baskerville 4093 7246/0427 037 054
She Shed Kuranda 1–5pm.  
kurandaSHEshed@gmail.com

Every Wednesday
Ashtanga Yoga 5.30am. Biannka 0407 634 116
Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the 
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Gidi 0448 480 200
Men’s Shed Kuranda 8.30am–11.30am. 
mensshedkuranda@gmail.com
Mah Jong 1–4pm Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre. 

Every Thursday
Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA 
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196
Ashtanga Yoga 6pm. Biannka 0407 634 116
Group Fitness Class 5.30–6.30pm Kuranda Community 
Precinct
Kuranda Dance: Tribal Bellydance with Lisa. 6-7pm 
Kuranda Amphitheatre. 0409 367 967
Domestic Violence Help Kuranda Neighbourhood 
Centre by appointment 4093 8933
Kuranda Rangers soccer.  
Simone 0402 003 164 for any queries.

Every second Thursday of month
Kuranda Writers Group 10am–12noon, Kuranda 
Library. Rachael 0435 001 156  

Every Friday
Ashtanga Yoga 6am. Biannka 0407 634 116
Kuranda Story Time 10.30am, Kuranda Library. Every 
Friday, during school term.
She Shed Kuranda 8am–1pm.  
kurandasheshed@gmail.com

Every second Friday
Trauma Tension Release Exercise Class 
11am Kuranda CWA Hall. Sabine 0415 959 195

Every SaturDAY
Tree Planting Kuranda Envirocare 0419 624 940 for 
details or check website www.envirocare.org.au
Men’s Shed Kuranda 8.30am–11.30am. 
mensshedkuranda@gmail.com 

Third Saturday
Meditation with Horses 10am Koah. Kaya 0429 756 701 

Every Sunday 
Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the 
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Gidi 0448 480 200
AA Group Kuranda QCWA Hall 9.30am 1300 222 222
She Shed Kuranda 1–5pm.  
kurandasheshed@gmail.com

community 
calendar

HIRE FEES 
• 1-2hrs $10 • Half day $30 • Full day $60  

• Full day and evening  
(24 hour block) $110 

• $200 refundable bond for one-off 
events (if space is left as you found it) 

KOAH MONTHLY 
MARKETS OCTOBER 

8am till Midday  
Saturday 1 October

• Live Music –  
Jeanette Wormald Trio

• Community Market bringing  
you all the goods – produce,  
honey, plants craft, treats,  

treasures and more!

• Fresh coffee and delish Koah Hall 
Fundraiser BBQ.

SMS/Voicemail Nicky  
0488 961 660 or direct message via 

Koah Monthly Markets  
Facebook page.

EVERY MONDAY 
PILATES with Jaide 6–7pm  
0488 229 700

MONDAY 3, 17 & 31 OCTOBER 
TEACHING OF CONSTITUTION AND 
COMMON LAW with Bernard, 7–9pm

EVERY TUESDAY 
SOULATINA – Latin Dance Classes – 
6.30pm Salsa, 7.30pm Bachata.  
Contact Andreza  
soulatinadance@gmail.com 
Book at www.trybooking.com/BWIWD

EVERY WEDNESDAY (from 12 Oct) 
FELDENKRAIS CLASSES 9.30–10.30am 
with Justine Schlicht 0408 735 309

EVERY THURSDAY 
PARENT AND BUBS MEET – 10am–
12noon. Contact Tui 0472 987 859
QUINTESSENCE YOGA AND SOUND 
HEALING evening classes 5.30–6.45pm 
with Katelyn 0428 865 636 
www.quintessencewellness.com.au

THURSDAY 6 & 20 OCTOBER
MANKIND PROJECT MEN'S GROUP 
7pm. Open to all men.  
Solomon 0484 761 505 

MOST FRIDAYS 
SPICE ON WHEELS CURRY  
Contact Ruben 0419 788 993 

www.koahhall.com

For events at the Kuranda Recreation Centre or the 
Koah Hall please see details in their columns above. 
See page 11 for CWA listings for this month.

DREAM BIG! CIRCUS CLASSES

Dream BIG! Little Cyclone Circus and Circus Love! Various classes and trainers. 
Contact Sophie 0409 333 404. Info on www.dreamstatecircus.com workshops 
page. BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL.
Mondays – Adult Circus LOVE! 9.30am–12pm 
Little Cyclone Circus Class 3.45–4.45pm Age 6 months to 5 years.  
Family Circus: 4.45–5.45pm Age 6 to 18 years.
Tuesdays – Circus 2: 3.45–5pm Age 8 to 12. 
Show Class: 5–6.15pm Create group and individual show ready performances.
Wednesdays – Aerial Beginners 3.45–5pm, Aerial Intermediate 5–6.30pm.

What's On
at Koah Hall Koah Hall

Contributors please advise of any changes via email  
mail@kurandapaper.com 

SATURDAY 15 OCTOBER
DANCE FREEDOM Davini 0414 994 123

SUNDAYS – 3.45–5.45pm 
BRAZILIAN JU JITSU for beginners 16+ 
(limited spaces) Jack 0459 356 966

SATURDAY 5 NOVEMBER – Pirate 
Party. Circus Shows, Secret Tuesdays, 
bubbles, games, fancy dress and more to 
be announced. SAVE THE DATE!

KURANDA RANGERS –  
Training Thursday 4.30–5.30pm 
(Mar–Oct) 
Tuesday Skills Training 4–5.30pm  
(U8+ only) 
Simone 0402 003 164
PILATES –  
Monday 9.30am 
Tuesday 5.45pm  
Wednesday 9.30am 
Thursday 9am  
Saturday 8.15am 
Davini 0414 994 123 and Jaide 0488 229 700
TAI CHI – Monday 6pm  
Les 4093 8276 
WING CHUN KUNG FU –  
Tuesday 7.30pm  
Grant 0414 966 823
FELDENKRAIS CLASSES – 
Wednesday 5.30pm  
Justine 0408 735 309

Are you having a party or celebration?
The KRC has multiple areas available 
for hire for functions, seminars and 
activities. Features include – onsite 

parking, toilet facilities, licenced bar  
and commercial kitchen. 

Please contact Symone 0467 391 152.

Proud to be the home of: 

@

@

JUMRUM BAR OPEN 
TUESDAY 6.30 PM

Movie night? PechaKutcha? Bingo? Trivia? 
Swap meet? Food festival? Car boot sale? 
Disco? Open Mic? Let’s do something together! 
The Kuranda Recreation Centre Committee 
want to enrich the social fabric of the awesome 
Kuranda community by hosting regular events 
at the Centre. 

Do you have a good event idea? The event 
can be social, recreational or whatever you can 
dream up – so dream big! Share your thoughts 
with us, send us an email krc4881@gmail.com 
or via our Facebook page. We look forward to 
hearing your great ideas!

Young Endeavour Opportunity for our Youth

Applications are now open to 16-23 year olds 
who are interested in challenging themselves 
onboard the tall ship Young Endeavour. Join a 
crew of 24 young Australians and embark on 
a life-changing journey — learning not only 
how to sail a square-rigged tall ship, but how 
to lead, support others and work together as 
a team. No sailing experience required, only a 
willingness to give everything a go! 

Financial assistance is available to eligible 
applicants. Find out more on the Young 
Endeavour Youth Scheme Facebook page.

What would you like to  
see at the KRC?

YOUNG ENDEAVOUR 


