Kuranda Media Association Inc Letters Policy and Guidelines:

The Kuranda Paper is a 100% submission-based community newspaper. We do not have
reporters or editors. Our letters page is a vital public forum dedicated to providing space for local
concerns, diverse opinions, and constructive community debate. While we aim to publish as
many letters as possible, we retain complete editorial discretion. Submitting a letter does not
guarantee publication.

To ensure our page remains a safe, legal and respectful space, letters may be rejected or edited
for any of the following reasons:

1. Verification and Anonymity:

Lack of Contact Details: Every submission must include the writer's full real name, physical
address, and a daytime phone number. Anonymous letters will not be accepted.

Identity Protection: We understand that small communities can be complex. We will consider
requests to publish a letter under "Name Withheld" only under exceptional circumstances (e.g., if
publication risks your employment, personal safety, or commercial livelihood). You must still
provide your full details to us privately for verification.

2. Legal Barriers & Sub Judice Contempt (Non-Negotiable):

Matters Before the Courts (Sub Judice Contempt): We strictly refuse to publish any letters
discussing active legal proceedings, criminal charges, arrests, or investigations currently before a
court of law. Publishing community opinions or unverified allegations about an active case, risks
committing criminal contempt of court by prejudicing a fair trial.

Defamation and Libel: Under the Defamation Act 2005 (QLD), our newspaper carries full legal
liability for the content we print. We will not publish letters that make unverified allegations, attack

an individual’s or business's reputation, or use abusive language.

Discrimination and Vilification: We do not publish content that breaks Queensland anti-
discrimination laws or incites hatred, discrimination, or vilification based on race, religion, gender,
sexual orientation, age, or disability.

3. Practical and Editorial Limits:

Length and Word Limits: Our standard limit is 250 words. We highly encourage writers to keep to
this limit to ensure everyone gets a turn. However, at our sole discretion, we may publish longer
submissions if the exceptional local relevance and value to the community justify the extra space.

Relevance: Letters directly related to our local community, local government, or issues directly
impacting our immediate region will receive priority.

Tone: While we welcome fierce debate on public issues, we will not publish personal grudges,
insults, or harassment directed at community members.

Letters including CCs to other addresses than The Kuranda Paper will be treated as spam.
4. Right to Edit and No Correspondence:
We reserve the right to edit, condense, or title any letter for length, clarity, or legal compliance.

Because we are a small volunteer team, no correspondence will be entered into regarding
rejected or edited submissions.



