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DJABUGAY ART 
CENTRE FOR 

KURANDA APPROVED
Following 12 months of intensive planning and discussion with government, and engaging a 
range of consultants, the development application by Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations, to 
progress a long hoped for Djabugay Art Centre at Nyawarri Estate at Kuranda, was approved 
by the Mareeba Shire Council at its December 2020 meeting.

The Art Centre is located at the entrance to Nyawarri Estate, a property owned by 
Djabugay Traditional Owners, on the Kennedy Highway (opposite Greenhills Road) and is 
perfectly located for drive tourism across the Tablelands. 

Djabugay Art Centre vision:
“A leading indigenous art centre that projects Djabugay culture and indigenous artists 

globally.”
The Djabugay Art Centre will be a major asset for Djabugay artists and bama (people) to 

develop, celebrate and promote Djabugay arts and culture to the world as well as an important 
addition to the Far North Queensland Art Trail, which currently includes 14 other Indigenous 
Art Centres. 

The Art Centre planning approval also complements recent successful funding outcomes 
from Arts Queensland. The Art Centre has secured two years operational support funding 
through the Arts Qld Indigenous Art Centre’s launch fund, as well as project funding through 
the First Nations commissioning fund.

The endangered Northern Bettong, found only in the Mareeba region.
Photo: Stephanie Todd

Better Bettong Protection
The Wet Tropics’ endangered Northern Bettong will be better protected through a new 
project announced in December 2020. There are just an estimated 1000 Northern Bettongs 
remaining, and this elusive marsupial is only found in the Mareeba region. Known for their 
love of native truffles, which grow underground connected to the roots of large trees, Northern 
Bettongs help the forest by spreading the spores of truffles around with their droppings

The $170,000 project, funded by the Australian Government, aims to improve habitat for 
Northern Bettongs outside national park land. Northern Bettong Project coordinator Chelsy 
Maloney from Terrain NRM said activities would include cool burns by traditional owners 
in Northern Bettong habitat and work with landholders on land management practices in 
potential bettong areas.

Terrain NRM will also be working with the Northern Bettong Recovery Team including 
James Cook University researchers, Queensland Parks and Wildlife officers, the World 
Wildlife Fund, Bush Heritage and the Australian Wildlife Conservancy. Recovery Team Chair 
Sandra Abell said the project “filled a gap” in the recovery of this species.

“The focus has largely been on protected areas like in national parks,’’ Dr Abell said. 
“Getting landowners involved will be a huge step towards potentially increasing bettong 
habitat.” She said the Northern Bettong population had dramatically declined over the past 
20 to 30 years. The only known populations now were in the Lamb Range and Mt Spurgeon 
areas.

“Their habitat is very restricted – in some places it is only 6km wide,’’ she said. “Bettongs 
need cockatoo grass, especially in the dry season, and activities like cool burns help to stop 
woodlands from thickening and maintain grassy understoreys.”

They rest through the day on nests made of grass, leaves and bark, which they carry to the 
nest site in their tail. They make spit balls out of undigested grass and these help researchers 
to track their movements.

The new project is supported by Terrain NRM through funding from the Australian 
Government’s National Landcare Program.

The Queensland Government has extended the Year of Indigenous 
Tourism (2020) which was severely impacted by COVID-19 into 2021. 

Nationally, the number of Indigenous tourism visitors had grown by 
an average 9 per cent every year since 2013, and domestic tourists 
participating in Indigenous experiences grew 41 per cent between 
2013–2018. Indigenous culture is literally a national treasure. 

“Nganydji djumburru nyiwul bandjarri gananggarr, 
nganydji djibanydji bulmba nganydjin-wu. Nganydjin  
bama garrang ngunda djada”
“We are following one track ahead, we are happy for our  
new building 'Art Centre' for our people and community to 
come and see” 
Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations Cultural Development Officer, Dennis Hunter

The hands of a master weaver, Rhonda Brim. Photo: Dan Campbell-Lloyd

“This is a very exciting time for Djabugay artists. Our creative community is very strong, 
yet the range of opportunities has been limited for too long. The Djabugay Art Centre will 
provide a critical launch pad for Djabugay artists to develop careers and opportunities,” 
states Chairperson, William Duffin.

Whilst the Art Centre seeks investment for building renovations to the existing structures 
currently in use for cultural events and administration, the team will forge ahead with the 
Yimbi & Madjay Now project, an arts development project based on the bicornual basket, 
and traditional shield designs, which will culminate in a major exhibition in 2021 at Bulmba-
Ja NorthSite Contemporary Arts Gallery (formerly Centre of Contemporary Arts Cairns). 

CEO Nicholas Mills adds “This is a major achievement for Djabugay people to realise 
opportunities through their own land assets. Through harnessing our land’s potential, we can 
enable critical structures that provide opportunity and development”.

News of the planning approval came as Djabugay Bama (People) were celebrating the 
anniversary of their Native Title Determination (realised in 2004), see page 4 for more on the 
Arts Centre story, and page 11 for Djabugay Native Title Anniversary story. 
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be published. Correct 
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letter.
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The Kuranda Media Association Inc. is 
a not-for-profit voluntary association 
est.1991. Advertising revenue from The 
Kuranda Paper enables us to provide this 
community resource, which supports 
local community groups and projects. 
Our stated objectives are to provide 
a means of open communication in 
order to foster the spirit of community 
involvement and reflect the aspirations 
of the residents of the Kuranda area.

Note: Views expressed in The Kuranda 
Paper, including letters, do not 
necessarily reflect the views held by the 
KMA Management Committee. 

KMA Management Committee 2021 
President: Krishna Buhler 
Vice President: Nettie O’Connell 
Secretary: Trish Green  
Treasurer: Gayle Hannah 
Member's Representative: Toni Rogers 

Paper Production this edition: Nettie 
O Design (layout and design), Gayle 
Hannah, Toni Rogers, Kerrie Foster and 
Garth Owen (proofreading). Thanks to 
all our volunteers including our paper 
folders. Thanks to all contributors, 
advertisers and distributors. Tech 
support by Cairns Computer Support.

March Edition 329/2021
All copy and advertisements  

due by 10am
Thursday 19 February 2021

Paper published
Thursday 26 February 2021

Management is not responsible for  
any copy missing deadline.

Advertisers

All artwork, images and logos to be 
supplied in high resolution (300dpi), 
CMYK colour mode, and in the correct 
size (see left for advertisement sizes).

Acceptable formats: PDF, EPS, JPG or TIFF.

In-house design services are available for 
an additional fee. 

Advertisements booked for 3 months and 
paid for in advance are eligible for a 10% 
discount. 

Advertisement sizes and rates 

[width x height in mm]

A – 262x380 (full page) $633
B – 174x380 (dominant) $435
C – 129x380 (1/2 page vertical) $341
D – 262x188 (1/2 page horiz) $341
E – 85x380 (1/3 page vertical) $242
F – 129x188 (1/4 page) $184
G – 262x124 (large strip) $242
H – 262x60 (small strip) $134
I – 129x124   $134
J – 85x188   $134
K – 85x124  $ 94
L – 85x60 (business card) $ 52

DEADLINES

Stockists of The Kuranda Paper

A free copy is delivered to every postal box and street 
mail delivery in the Kuranda district (postcode 4881). 
If you don’t receive a copy please contact the Kuranda 
Post Office. 

The current edition of The Kuranda Paper can be viewed 
online at kurandapaper.com, along with some back 
issues. In addition you can pick up a hard copy of The 
Kuranda Paper at the following outlets:

KURANDA: Kuranda Post Office (Thoree St), Sprout Café 
(Coondoo St), Kuranda Visitor Information Centre 
(Centenary Park), Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (Rob 

Veivers Dr), Kuranda Discount Drugstore (Coondoo St),  
Kuranda Arts Co-op (Coondoo St), Kuranda Foodworks 
(Thongon St), BP Service Station (Rob Veivers Dr).

KURANDA DISTRICT: Speewah Service Station, Koah Service 
Station, Oak Forest Takeout.

MAREEBA: Piagno’s News (Byrnes St), Mareeba Heritage 
Museum & Visitor Information Centre (Byrnes St), 
Mareeba News (Byrnes St)

TOLGA: The Humpy

ATHERTON: Atherton IGA (Silo Shopping Centre)

PLANTING LOCAL FLORA EASIER THAN EVER

Great news for Kuranderans. 
Tireless local flora and fauna advocate Jax Bergersen and The 70 Year 

Old Hippie have joined services to present a beaut selection of local flora 
(this is local plants, kids) from the Kuranda Conservation nursery, at 
the Kuranda Original Rainforest Markets. As the Markets are open from 
Thursday to Monday this will make it very easy for folks to obtain a good 
range of local native trees and plants that flourish in the tropical rainforest 
region.

Most locals will know that The 70 Year Old Hippie has a stall next 
to the rainforest walk just behind the original markets. Just in case you 
haven’t heard, Malcolm, Kuranda Original Rainforest Markets owner, 
along with Chris and Shane from Emu Ridge Gallery, has created a cool 
rainforest walk through the forest with an amphitheatre in the shade of 
huge trees. Some older than the oldest Kuranderan, and a real beaut fair 
dinkum place to picnic in the cool amongst the tropical greenery. 

Jax’s (not for profit) botanical collection will be available at the side 
of the stall in plain view, so drop by to enhance your gardens with a wide 
array of plants to choose from. 

Be safe in the New Year from all at the Kuranda Original Rainforest 
Markets. Thank you.
The 70 Year Old Hippie, Kuranda 

RELIABLE POWER SOLUTIONS REQUIRED 

It seems to me we have an inordinate number of power outages in Kuranda 
district. I emailed our State Member Craig Crawford on 28 December and 
said it was beyond a joke and the predictions are that it will be just as bad 
in 2021. 

I received a reply on 13 January (see excerpt below). Thank you 
Kuranda Paper for allowing me space to provide context where it was 
explained that Ergon advised “Outages have been due to emergency repairs 
(wires down reported), protection equipment operating, vegetation (trees 
down), and a blown fuse. The majority were due to vegetation contacting 
the electricity network”. 

I wrote back and said that many people in the community have 
suggested that in some particular trouble spots maybe bare conductors 
can be replaced with insulated bundles or underground distribution. 

I don’t pretend to have the answers to this complex problem so 
I believe it’s fair and reasonable for Ergon engineers to address it and 
make recommendations to fix it for the long term without clear felling the 
World Heritage rainforest. We know what the problems are so let’s find a 
solution or continue to grin and bear it. If we are without power, life would 
be difficult in the Village in the Rainforest. 
Pat Daly, Myola

Dear Mr Daly,
We referred your email to the Minister for Energy, Renewables and 
Hydrogen. That office replied to us and included the following points: 

Ergon Energy has investigated Mr Daly’s enquiry and provides 
the following information regarding power outages at his residence at 
Myola. 

• Ergon Energy fully understands and appreciates the 
inconvenience and frustration power interruptions cause, and 
thanks customers for their patience. 

• The majority of outages impacting Mr Daly are due to vegetation 
contacting the electricity network. 

• Unfortunately from time to time trees can fall outside the 
clearance corridor maintained by Ergon Energy Network, and 
these do a significant amount of damage to electricity assets 
which, unfortunately, take time to fix.

• Ergon Energy Network consistently review clearance corridors to 
ensure that potential problem vegetation is managed to prevent 
such outages but in an environmentally sensitive area such as the 
World Heritage listed area of Kuranda and surrounds, there is 
always a balance that Ergon Energy Network has to strike. 

• There are several switching devices installed on the electricity 
network to limit the impact to customers, which divide the areas 
into sections. When a fault occurs upstream of these devices, 
outages do unfortunately take longer to locate and repair. 

• The majority of power outages impacting Mr Daly’s residence 
were due to external causes beyond Ergon Energy’s control that 
resulted in the activation of protection equipment. 

• While Ergon Energy aims to restore power in these situations as 
quickly as possible there can be mitigating circumstances which 
can make restoration extremely challenging for crews. Access 
(flooding, trees down, roads destroyed), weather, and identifying 
the fault to make repairs can delay crews and delay restoration 
of power supply. This is especially the case in the sensitive World 
Heritage listed area where Kuranda is located. 

• After reviewing the outage log for Mr Daly’s premises for the 
past 12 months, there does not appear to be any systemic or 
technical issues impacting this premises or area. Outages have 
been due to emergency repairs (wires down reported), protection 
equipment operating, vegetation (trees down), and a blown fuse. 
The majority were due to vegetation contacting the electricity 

The Kuranda Media Association acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of the nation and the 
traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. We pay 
our respects to ancestors and Elders, past and present. The Kuranda Media 
Association is committed to honouring Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples’ unique cultural and spiritual relationships to the land, waters 
and seas and their rich contribution to society.

Cover Masthead
This month’s masthead is a detail from an original 
artwork The Charge of the Wet Brigade by local  
artist Henri Hunsinger. Henri was born in 1938 in 
Paris. In 1989 he established his studio in Kuranda. 
Henri is an active member of the Kuranda Arts Co-
op and you can view some of his art and contact him 
through www.kurandaartscoop.com 

network. 
• Ergon Energy maintains vegetation clearances for all electricity 

network assets, following appropriate legislative and regulatory 
and safety requirements. This has to be balanced with community 
expectations around trees, visual amenity, and green spaces. 

We hope this assists you in understanding the causes of the power 
outages. Ergon apologises for the inconvenience you have suffered.
Office of Hon Craig Crawford MP, Member for Barron River
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We’re all 
for 

Cassowaries

Valentine Gift Vouchers Available 

16 COONDOO ST. KURANDA  •  4093 7508
www.justgorgeous.net.au

10.15AM to 3PM EVERY DAY

Individuals, groups, not for profit organisations 
and arts and cultural companies are now 
invited to submit applications for RADF 2020-
21 Community Grants for arts, culture and 
heritage projects that build cultural capacity, 
cultural innovation and community pride 
within the Mareeba Shire. Projects in the 
priority areas of cultural tourism, public mural 
partnerships and youth arts engagement will 
be highly regarded. Applications must be 
submitted by 5pm Friday 26 February 2021.

Guidelines and Application Forms are available 
on the Mareeba Shire Council website  
www.msc.qld.gov.au/grants-and-sponsorship 
or from MSC Customer Service Desks and 
Libraries. For more information please contact 
MSC RADF Officer on 1300 308 461 or email 
info@msc.qld.gov.au 

RADF 2020-21 
Community Grant Round

The Regional Arts Development Fund 
(RADF) is a partnership between the 
Queensland Government and Mareeba 
Shire Council that promotes the role 
and value of arts, culture and heritage 
as key drivers of diverse and inclusive 
communities and strong regions.

Our very first Kuranda Twilight Trading event on 10 December 
was a fantastic success! Even the clouds parted to create the 
perfect tropical night to discover Kuranda after dark.

The Kuranda Traders Association would like to thank all 
the businesses who participated and all the locals and visitors 
who supported them. We said it would be an experiment to 
gauge enthusiasm for extended hours, and more community 
engagement by local traders, and the response has been 
overwhelming. Many businesses reported increased trade. 
All those who attended raved about the positive vibes and 
atmosphere—reminding many locals of the old Kuranda Spring 
Fair days. It was a night to remember just how special Kuranda is 
and how much potential we have. 

We've also gratefully received suggestions for improvements 
for future events. High on the list for urgent attention is improved 
street lighting, so we can build on the potential of events after 
dark. While we are again in talks with Council to have these 
problems rectified, we are also trying to think outside the (light) 
box on this issue. 

While the event was magic, it didn’t just happen 'by magic' 
It took many, many hours over months by a small group of 
dedicated volunteers, who gave their time and professional 
skills to create this event from scratch, to deliver a really fantastic 
experience—all while running their own businesses. Thank you!

We are currently in the early stages of planning an event 
around Easter, with several ideas being considered. We won't be 
doing an Easter egg drop as done previously, but rather we are 
looking to create a very special, very 'Kuranda' event, including 
showcasing our many local creatives. If you are in a position to 

A MASSIVE SUCCESS
help with the planning of this event please contact us. If you are 
a maker, artist, performer – we want to hear from you. 

As we go forward, we are going to need a lot more people 
to be involved in any way they can. If you are a business owner, 
of any size, please join us. If you are not a business owner please 
join us via a Supporter membership which is free!

Twilight Trading demonstrated what can be achieved 
through co-operation and generosity of spirit. It’s time to let 
Kuranda shine again. Take the time to brighten up and tidy up 
our Village to keep it looking its best to attract and keep our local 
visitors coming back – especially while overseas visitors are not 
possible. A little housekeeping and TLC for our village benefits 
everyone. 

Businesses – We also require financial members to enable 
us to continue with programs and events that benefit Kuranda. 
Our aim is to keep our Village viable through these tough times 
until the return of international visitors, and help create a more 
community-friendly village along the way. We are also in talks 
with various Government departments including federal, state, 
and local, who are offering us support with training, grants, 
upskilling and financial counselling. We are looking to host some 
social media workshops for members in February/March to help 
get businesses up to speed with their socials and promoting their 
products and services. Become a member to be offered these 
free workshops hosted by experts. We encourage businesses to 
use this quiet period to regenerate and reflect on your business.

Please get involved, join up, and follow our Facebook page. 
Our membership form is on the Facebook page or just email us 
kurandatradersassociation@mail.com 

New Year
© Kerrie Foster, Kuranda

It’s a new year in Kuranda, and the crowds are here again,
The shop-keepers are smiling, after months enduring pain.

The border is now opened,  
though for some they still are banned;

They’ve had to cancel bookings,  
and the things they had all planned.

Yet we can welcome others, with a lot from intrastate.
As COVID’s changed our focus; we have learned to be a mate,

and go support our locals, and small villages and towns.
This loyalty is evident, as tourists do their rounds.

To give you an example of this loyalty on display,
We held our twilight markets, and results blew us away.
The people came from all around; to offer their support.
Then afterwards the feedback was a pleasure to report.

Jenny the Fairy 
dancing in Bugzy 

the Bumblebee's 
bubbles for Twilight 

Trading.  
Photo: Colin Pett, 

MOD Films
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Djabugay
Art Centre

143 BYRNES STREET MAREEBA 4880

open weekdays 8.30am to 5pm

INCOME TAX
SUPERANNUATION

ACCOUNTING
ASSET PROTECTION

BOOK KEEPING
WEALTH CREATION

AUDIT
4092 1244

mareeba@grubersbeckett.com.au

DRIVERS 
WANTED

• USE OUR CAR NOT YOURS
• WORK IN YOUR COMMUNITY

• WORK FOR YOURSELF
• EARN EXTRA $$$$

• REGULAR HOURS AVAILABLE

Need to be able 
to obtain Drivers 

Authority BHTX and 
registered for GST 

with ABN.

info@1300rideshare.com.au or 0408 486 571  
for more information

CONTACT 
US!

New Djabugay Art Centre  
for Far North Queensland Art Trail 

Nestled in the Djabugay Peoples’ cultural hub of Nyawarri Estate on the Kennedy Highway, 
Kuranda, the Djabugay Art Centre will join the Far North Queensland Art Trail, which 
currently includes 14 other Indigenous Art Centres. 

Five minutes from Kuranda Village, the property is named in honour of the Queen of 
Djabugay, the late Maggie (Nyawarri) Donahue, and provides an opportunity for resource 
gardens that will assist traditional practices such as basket weaving. Djabugay Bulmba 
Rangers and Horticultural Services already operate on the property, sharing ‘Caring for 
Country’ practice and knowledge. Bulmba Rangers will work with artists to gather raw 
materials in the wild and establish resource gardens.

“Djabugay have a long tradition of producing strong artists across the visual and 
performing arts,” said Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations CEO, Nicholas Mills.

“Historically, a range of short-term projects, or community development employment 
programs (CDEP), have been the basis for Djabugay artists to engage with, and be supported, 
in art making”.

“Some perceptions are that Djabugay artists make work predominately for the tourism 
market, due to experiences at the Kuranda Markets and Tjapukai Cultural Park”.

“These perceptions, and the lack of a dedicated arts centre, have prevented opportunities 
for Djabugay artists to engage with the broader national visual arts sector”.

“Immediate benefits are enabling individual artists to develop their professional practice, 
and providing a space for them to grow,” explains Mr Mills.

“From this basis, a range of opportunities will be developed, with commercial galleries, 
arts collectors, collecting institutions and arts marketplaces. There will also be opportunities 
to develop smaller gift style works, for retail through a variety of gallery gift shops”.

Yimbi & Madjay Now Djabugay exhibition is a major project underway. Building on 
traditional styles of bicornual basket weaving and traditional shields, the project will involve 
workshops and activities on Country. Djabugay Art Centre is also engaged in a large scale 
commission project for a Queensland Government agency.

Wally (Gugyny) Brim, Djabugay Traditional Owner, artist and former employee of 
Tjapukai Cultural Centre, said he had attended CIAF (Cairns Indigenous Art Fair) with his 
mother (master weaver and Djabugay Elder) Rhonda Brim.

“Being there, seeing all the different varieties of painters and shops has been a good 
experience for us,” said Mr Brim.

Mr Brim said that Kuranda township and wider community will also benefit from the Art 
Centre. “In Kuranda we haven’t got Indigenous art, people are buying artefacts and paintings 
from somewhere else. If we set up our own shop and sell our products, I think it’ll have a big 
impact on our mob.”

“Working at Tjapukai for 30 years taught me confidence and skills to perform in front of 
big crowds, internationally”.

Wally learnt traditional dance, weaving and painting through his culture, passed down to 

him by his family. Mr Brim explains that weaving connects Djabugay artists to their culture 
and to their Country.

“On the men’s side we make the bicornual basket with lawyer cane – there are three 
different lawyer canes and it’s the fish lawyer cane we use,” Mr Brim explained.

“We’d also like to bring Djabugay artifacts back from museums, bring them back from 
other states, to Djabugay people,” adds Mr Brim. “Schools could take excursions to the art 
centre to learn about Djabugay culture”.

Chairperson William (Biri) Duffin said that the intent is to, in time, host cultural showcases 
of a variety of kinds and mediums. “It’s about developing our artists professionally and giving 
them an international platform.” 

“Djabugay Bama have got commitments to family, this will be a chance for our mob to 
progress without relocating,” Mr Duffin points out. With our artists, being on Country is 
important in itself and this is a space they can relax and concentrate on art”.

Ngirrma (language) programs at the Estate connect with the artists’ cultural stories and 
contexts. Cultural Development Officer and Traditional Owner Mr Dennis Hunter runs the 
language programs.

“There was a time when you weren’t allowed to speak Djabugay language. Back then, it 
was forbidden. But now we are lucky that the Djabugay language is out being spoken, and 
now we are encouraging others”.

“Growing up here, I had the opportunity to talk and see Granny Maggie, who was the 
Queen of Djabugay. She would sit down every afternoon in the Kuranda park telling kids 
stories about Country”.

“Language is part of the connection to land, language will take you to certain places and it 
has meanings in the Djabugay language of story places, bora grounds” said Dennis. 

Article by Carli Willis, Bumma Bippera Media (edited). The Kuranda Paper thanks Carli 
and Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations for sharing this with our readers. 

EDIT: The large tree in the Centenary Park, Kuranda is also named in honour of Nyawarri, 
and was saved and dedicated to her when the park was re-developed in the 1990s.

Plans for the new Arts Centre include sail elements which will be 
added to the existing buildings. Design by Bau Design Architects

Aerial view of the existing buildings at 
Nyawarri Estate, Kuranda.  

Photo: Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations
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Sonia Poole  

SOLD  
3344  properties near you in 2020 

and has hit the ground running in 2021  

with 77 properties already contracted  

in January alone!  

Would you like to be number 8? 

Curious to know what your property’s worth? 

 

Contact her any time on 0407 028 388 

for a FREE market appraisal. 
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Happy New Year! I hope your year has started well. It’s been eventful so far with a near miss 
from Cyclone Kimi a few weeks ago and a COVID-19 lockdown in Brisbane. I am happy to 
report that to date the Far North seems to have avoided the worst health effects of COVID-19. 
Also, just a reminder that for contact tracing when you visit a restaurant, café or bar you must 
comply with the electronic information collection requirements. 

Tourism in Kuranda 
We know tourism operators have been hit hard by COVID-19. The Premier launched 

Labor’s $74 million Rebuilding Queensland Tourism plan right here in Kuranda.  Our plan 
continues record funding for new tourism infrastructure to market our region as one of the 
best holiday destinations in Australia. 

To drive tourism in Kuranda and ensure the Far North can take advantage of the post 
COVID-19 tourism economy, we need the region to offer world class experiences and be 
competitive both nationally and internationally. Making sure we support more local events 
and festivals that are COVID safe will be essential as they are an important aspect of our 
regional tourism market as they encourage visitors to stay longer and spend more. 

We know Kuranda is uniquely placed as the doorstep to the Wet Tropics rainforest and the 
Atherton Tablelands. That’s exactly why I’ve called for ticket fare reductions for the Kuranda 
Scenic Rail so more people will visit Kuranda to enjoy the rainforest up close. 

Last year I worked with the Premier to deliver additional funding support for some of 
our key Kuranda tourism operators including Birdworld, Koala Gardens and Skyrail so 
they can continue to help support local jobs and families. We have provided relief to local 
businesses through $500 electricity rebates and payroll tax deferrals. The $10,000 COVID 
Small Business Adaptation Grants have also assisted businesses to recover from and adapt to 
COVID-19, these grants are still open so check to see if your business is eligible if you haven’t 
yet! 

I’m proud our Government has invested more in FNQ tourism than any previous 
Queensland Government. I promise to keep working hard with the Premier to secure more 
support for Kuranda businesses and make sure they get back on their feet faster. 

Kuranda Bridge Upgrade 
The Department of Main Roads is currently carrying out inspections on the Barron River 

Bridge. The bridge has been reduced to one lane until these inspections are completed. They 
will receive a report in February 2021, which will provide recommendations on the best way 
forward for the Bridge, including a likely timeframe for the single-lane closure. When I’m 
given that information I will make sure locals know what’s going on. For updates you can call 
13 19 40 or visit www.qldtraffic.qld.gov.au. 

Craig in Kuranda 
I often travel up the range to Kuranda to meet with locals and make sure that I’m aware of 

any constituent concerns and to ensure local community issues are recognised. If you want to 
arrange a meeting with me or have any questions about the State Government please contact 
my office at barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au or on 07 4229 0100. 

Mareeba Shire Water Infrastructure Upgrade 

A report tabled at the 20 January council meeting, highlighted the strategic water 
priorities for the Shire. A significant investment in water infrastructure is needed over the 
next decade to ensure a safe and reliable water supply for residents and businesses across the 
Mareeba Shire. 

Mayor Toppin said most of the water network infrastructure was put in place over 60 
years ago between the 1950s and 1970s and is reaching the end of its useful life. 

“While Council has made progress in upgrading and maintaining essential water assets, 
much of the infrastructure across the Shire is old and needs to be replaced,” Cr Toppin said. 

“Council is reaching a critical point where there may be a significant interruption to the 
water supply due to crumbling water pipes, causing breaks and service failures. 

“Council is responding to water main breaks more frequently and this is because of the 
condition of these ageing underground pipes. 

“This problem is not unique to the Mareeba Shire and many Councils face the same 
difficulties and challenges when dealing with infrastructure that is up to 60 to 70 years old,” 
Cr Toppin said. 

A report tabled at the January Council meeting, highlighted the strategic water priorities 
for the Shire, including the upgrade of the refurbishment of the Mareeba water treatment 
plant. 

“Approximately 32kms of old AC pipe has been identified for renewal over the next ten 
years along with booster pump station upgrades by 2025,” Cr Toppin said. 

Council will commence initial critical water treatment plant renewals between 2021 
and 2025. Projects have been identified to replace and upgrade essential water reservoirs, 
hydrants, treatment plant components, generators, telemetry, pumps and smaller water 
treatment items across the whole Shire. 

Mayor Toppin said that ahead of next year’s budget, Council will need to consider an 
increase of at least $250 in water access charges required to enable Council to commence the 
critical water infrastructure upgrade to ensure a safe and reliable water supply. 

“This increase will allow for projected capital works to be funded for the next 10 years and 
will ensure Council’s continued financial sustainability,” Cr Toppin said. 

“Over $100M investment in water infrastructure is projected over the next 10 to 15 years 
to ensure a safe and reliable water supply over the long term,” Cr Toppin said. 

Snapshot 

• Mareeba Shire Council provides 
drinking water services to 4,746 
residential properties and 450 non-
residential properties. 

• A further 206 properties have access 
to non-drinking water supplies using 
Council infrastructure. 

• The current replacement cost for the 
infrastructure that is used to provide 
water services is worth $84.2M in 
today’s dollars. 

• The reticulation network is 256km 
in length and represents 65% of the 
water assets owned; the remainder is 
water treatment infrastructure. 

• If the Shire’s water pipe network 
was laid out along the highway, it 
would stretch from Mareeba to the 
Hinchinbrook Island Lookout south 
of Cardwell. 

Crawford's Corner

Craig Crawford – Member for Barron River 
Phone – (07) 4229 0100
Email – barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au
Social Media – @CraigCrawfordMP

Above: Craig Crawford with 
Qld Fire and Rescue staff, and 
Mareeba Shire Councillors 
Mario Mlikota, Locky Bensted, 
Kevin Davies at Kuranda 
Twilight Trading night  
Photo: Nettie O'Connell Right: Burst water main on Barang Street on 

14 January 2021. Photo: Sarah-Jane Hart
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Celebrating 40 years of quality service in Kuranda 2020
Trip Advisor Certificate of 
Excellence 2013–2020.  

8 years running!

Therapeutic Massage and 
Ortho-Bionomy with Sheree Scott

- gentle pain-relieving techniques
- more than 15 years’ experience
- 45min session $65; 1hr $80
- anti-inflammatory Kunzea oil  
- selected health fund rebates

Ph: 4093 9490 or 0421 102 722
22 Williamson Dr, Kuranda (off Masons Rd)

Sheree Scott 
Massage 

�e
 ���� �ur�nd�
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LOCAL BUSINESS PROFILE
SHEREE SCOTT

Sheree in her clinic. Photo: supplied

As part of an ongoing series profiling our local advertisers, The Kuranda Paper asked  
Sheree Scott how her local business began and how she's found the past year.

How long have you been in business in Kuranda?
I have been doing massage in Kuranda since 2004, after moving up the hill from Clifton 
Beach in 1997. I worked out of several businesses in the village before setting up a home clinic 
on acreage under the name Sheree Scott Massage. 

How did you come to be in Kuranda? 
I came to Kuranda to escape the increasing traffic and hectic pace of life in Cairns, looking for 
a more relaxed way of life. The tranquility and vitality of nature is a real boon for doing any 
kind of massage or bodywork.

How did you come to name your business and what was your vision?
“Keep it simple” is a motto I really like and massage success is strongly based on the reputation 
of the therapist. So it seemed natural I use my own name for the business. That ensures I 
always do my best when working on people. Massage is such a personal experience that word-
of-mouth is a vital part of developing a successful practice. Working for myself also enables 
me to really tailor treatments to the clients’ needs and explore a range of healing modalities, 
which I love. 

What do you enjoy about running your Kuranda business?
Kuranda has a wonderful diversity of people to work with and beautiful, healing surroundings. 
My clients are open-minded enough to explore different healing techniques such as Ortho-
Bionomy, which has both physical and energetic/spiritual components. Being witness to 
people changing their lives, healing trauma or releasing pain is a privilege, and being able to 
work in such beautiful surroundings is a real treat.

What community endeavours/ causes are you involved in or have a passion for?
I really love the effectiveness of a healing modality called Ortho-Bionomy. In recent years, I 
have been co-ordinating Ortho-Bionomy courses in Cairns and Kuranda, bringing instructors 
from Australia and America to offer training in the region. I am hopeful of a beginner’s course 
in Cairns on April 24-25 this year with a Sydney instructor, COVID-permitting. Massage 
therapists often work in isolation so to help build a sense of community, in 2018 I started 
a Facebook group called Cairns Natural Therapists and Bodyworks to offer support and aid 
communication among bodyworkers in the region.

How have you found the challenge of COVID-19 and what are you doing 
differently?
COVID-19 last year meant I had to close under the Qld health directive for several months. I 
reopened under a COVID-Safe Plan in July, which involved making a few changes in the clinic 
set-up and screening clients to reduce the risk of contamination. We have been so lucky up 
here to be able to continue working relatively unaffected. I am so grateful to my clients and 
the Kuranda community for their patience and understanding and hope we can continue to 
enjoy the freedoms of being COVID-safe.

Cup of Coffee for Cancer Day is a day of fundraising 
for a cause close to everyone—because everyone has been 
touched in some way by cancer. This fundraiser will take 
place in Kuranda on 6 March. I have promised Cancer 
Council Queensland that I would raise $10,000 by the 
end of 2022, as I walk two very long walks over the next 
couple of years.

I now ask the people of Kuranda to support me in 
buying a cup of coffee or giving a donation. A percentage 
of each coffee sold by participating Kuranda businesses 
on Saturday 6 March will be returned to Cancer Council 
Queensland. If a business requires a donation tin please 
contact me. There will also be a raffle and tickets are 
now available. 

If any Kuranda business wishes to be part of this 
Cup of Coffee for Cancer Day please contact me, Jennifer Rooks, at the 
Kuranda Visitor Information Centre, or on 0409 871 800, or via my personal FB page. I will 
personally visit your café or business. 

After each of my long yearly walks, over the past five years, 
I have created a book from my diary and had it published, 
and for each book sold I give a fee to Cancer Council 
Queensland. 

The fourth walking book, Pilgrims Keep to the Left, 
will be launched in Mareeba on 4 March. This walk was 
the middle section of the Via Francigena from Besançon, 

France across Switzerland and up into the Swiss Alps to the 
Italian border, a distance of about 516km. This walk was completed 12 weeks after I had 
cancer surgery so it became very personal, the most difficult walk but the most beautiful walk, 
that I have completed. In 2022 I plan to finish this walk through Italy to St Peter’s in Rome. 
This walk will be solo and over 1,000km.

And in a few weeks I will walk the Rail Trails (Queensland) from Kilkivan to Ipswich, solo 
over a distance of 300km. 

If any further information is required please do not hesitate to contact me 0409 871 800. 
My Cancer Council Queensland donation page is 
www.doitforcancer.com.au/fundraisers/jenniferrooks/walking-to-rome

A CUP OF 
COFFEE FOR 
CANCER  
6 March 2021

B O O K  L A U N C H
"PILGRIMS KEEP TO THE LEFT"
10.30am, Thursday 4 March 2021

Jamieson House, Mareeba Heritage Centre, 
345 Byrnes Street Mareeba 

ALL WELCOME 
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bath shop 
handmade in Kuranda 

soap, bath products, 

natural skincare, essential oils,  

candles, gifts & more 

email  cetihandmadesoap@bigpond.com 

tel  0428643117 

facebook Ceti bath shop 

You may still shop by... 

bath shop

Shop 4/25 Coondoo St
tel  0428 643 117

email  cetihandmadesoap@bigpond.com

OPEN Thursday to Sunday 10am-3pm

facebook  ceti bath shop
online shop  ceti.com.au

Commences 9.30am  
Thursday 4 February  

Then every Wednesday 
9.30am & 5.30pm 

for 12 weeks

YOGA IN MYOLA  
2021

Text Pat for details  
0499 162 550

And we’re here again…lunch box time! Where did the holidays go? For some it’s same old, same old but for many this is new 
territory! What do you pack? Will my child miss me? Will I miss them? What if...? One of the big things I see every year is the 
wee ones struggling to leave their parent’s side. It’s overwhelming and tough for everyone! But preparation is key. 

The less you need to do in the morning the better, I say. Keep home calm by removing the rush and get organised the night 
before. Lunch boxes can be really daunting if you’re not used to packing them. The veterans amongst us will have lunchbox 
fatigue! So, whether you’re a lunchbox newbie or a hardened veteran of the school run get organised and keep the panic out 
of the morning to ensure your little one has a smooth transition to school. 

There are a few things you can do food wise to help and it starts with breakfast.

Breakfast 

Start the day with porridge or muesli. Oats contain tryptophan which is a precursor to serotonin- our feel-good hormone. 
They are also going to release energy more slowly than a sugary breakfast, keeping your child’s energy, and emotions, more 
stable. No time for porridge? No problem! 

Overnight oats is a simple alternative. Soak ½ cup of oats in 2/3 cup of milk (your choice), 1 tbs of chia seeds and ½ 
tsp of vanilla extract and honey to taste. In the morning add nuts, coconut and fresh fruit of your choice. Super easy, super 
nutritious! You will be a very popular parent.

Another option is eggs with wholemeal toast or avocado as it’s a protein rich meal, that again will stabilise blood sugar 
levels helping your child remain calm. Also rich in tryptophan! Win win!

The Lunchbox

Things can come unstuck here so if time is an issue pack it the night before. Like I said, keep the panic out of the morning. 
Basically, include fruit, a protein snack, a protein rich lunch with good fats and maybe a homemade healthy sweet treat. 
Steer clear of bought treats like muesli bars as they are loaded with sugar which create unstable blood sugar triggering big 
emotions!

• Other tryptophan rich foods beside egg and oats include yoghurt, cheese, salmon, poultry (think chicken and turkey), 
nuts and seeds. So add those in the lunch box. 

• Pumpkin seeds and banana are potassium rich which could help with anxiety as well. Pumpkin seeds are a good source 
of zinc which is super for the areas in the brain dealing with emotions. 

• Naturally fermented foods help keep our bowels in tip top condition AND they also look after our mental health. 
Start adding ferments in ASAP. There’s plenty to choose from. Try sauerkraut or a beetroot relish either from the 
supermarket fridge or homemade. There is a clear gut/brain connection that is becoming more apparent as the 
research goes deeper. Fascinating!

• Homemade jellies and jubes sweetened with fresh fruit and a drop of raw honey rock here! Gelatine has glycine which 
is, amongst other things, a neurotransmitter that can have a calming effect. Get your Google on and do a search for a 
recipe!

Rock the lazy lunchbox by making dinners full of the above things, and send as leftovers the following day. Make big 
batches of healthy snacks and freeze those. Suddenly the lunch box is full before you know it! Phew! And mum and dad….hint 
hint…these foods are good for you too! 

by Sarah Dobbs

Love in a Lunch Box 

QUEENSLAND PARENTS URGED TO PUT ‘EMOTIONAL WELLBEING’ 
ON BACK-TO-SCHOOL CHECKLIST

With the start of a new school year, Triple P parenting experts are urging Queensland parents to ensure ‘emotional wellbeing’ 
is on the back-to-school checklist.Triple P International Country Director, Carol Markie-Dadds, said the extraordinary stress 
of 2020 had affected families in different ways.

“We know that the pandemic has taken an emotional toll on Queensland’s children and young people."
“2020 was a year unlike any other, so it’s important for parents to support children to cope emotionally as they enter their 

new school classroom,” Ms Markie-Dadds said.
“We strongly encourage families to take the time now to re-establish stability and routines ahead of the new school year, 

and focus on quality family time.”

Triple P’s Top 10 Tips for Emotional Wellbeing

• Help your child make good choices so they are prepared for a new school environment  
and can respond to peer pressure

• Take care of yourself the best you can
• Make sure your child knows you are ready to talk
• Show you are listening
• Be truthful in answering children’s questions
• Set and maintain routines
• Take notice of behaviour you like - use praise and positive attention to encourage it
• Help children learn to tolerate uncertainty
• Reach out and stay connected
• Focus on quality family time.

“Whether you have a child starting school, going off to high school, or anywhere in between, helping children manage 
their emotions and build resilience will set them up for a successful school year,” Ms Markie-Dadds said.

Triple P parenting support is free for families in Queensland through a State Government initiative.
“We urge parents to seek help rather than going it alone. Our research of parents found that child behaviour problems and 

emotional distress were up 23 per cent and 70 per cent respectively when compared with the pre-COVID-19 period. Free and 
highly effective help is available now.

“Queensland parents who complete a Triple P program learn practical skills for building their child’s resilience and 
emotional wellbeing,” Ms Markie-Dadds said.

To register for free Triple P Online or Triple P seminars and sessions, visit www.triplep-parenting.net
Source: Triple P Parenting Qld. 
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• Sand Fills • Site Cleanups
• Landscape Work
• General Excavation
• Post Hole Borer 300/450/600mm

SERVICING KURANDA AND DISTRICT

Call Tony
0432 773 351

Tel: 0403 210 431
leon@waterboresqld.com.au
www.waterboresqld.com.au

WaterBores QLD are your local water drilling specialists

Based in Kuranda and servicing Far North Queensland

Call Leon for a free site inspection and quote

• Domestic bores • Stock bores • Irrigation bores.

On 23 November 2020, Aunty Esther Snider (nee Thompson, nee Hobbler) passed from this 
life at the Cairns Base Hospital. On her birthday, this 10 February, she would have been 90 
years old.

Aunty Esther spent the last years of her life in an old people’s home, every day asking to go 
home to Kuranda, Mantaka and Mona Mona. She lived for her visitors, when they did come, 
and to be able to ‘go home’...everyone who knows me, knows how many times I asked people 
with cars to pick her up to bring her to visit her large direct and extended family, and to take 
her out on to her country. To everyone who said they would pick her up, and actually followed 
up, I am truly grateful, as this was her greatest wish. And her greatest joy throughout her life, 
to be there for her family, to be with her family around her, loving everyone up and making 
sure everyone had what they needed themselves, and for their children and grandchildren.

Aunty Esther ‘brought up’ many children as well as her own, and walking through 
Kuranda with her, her family members were constantly coming up and showing her so much 
love, respect, gratitude and honour. She would look people in the eye as they shared their 
stories, and though they had grown and changed, she would recognise them and speak of her 
recollections and love.

Some people said she was suffering from dementia, though when you saw her with family, 
or spoke of shared experiences, her neurological pathways would light up, recovering from all 
the hours sitting in front of the television at the nursing home. She would ‘come back to life’ 
and remember, and connect in with the stories of those around her. These were the special 
times in these past few years.

Aunty Esther was the senior Djabugai (Buluwandji) Elder, and direct niece of Granny 
Nyuwarri Maggie Donahue, known as the Queen of the Djabugai (Buluwandji).

Aunty Esther was born on the 10 February 1931 at the Kuranda camp at Mona Mona 
mission, 26 kilometres from Kuranda, to Willie (Billie) Thompson (Hobbler) and Middie 
Brim, who were amongst many families and tribes rounded up and brought to the mission 
from 1913. Middie’s parents were Tji Auwin and Annie Annie, and Annie came from parents 
Tjolputai and Kal.uwara.

The Kuranda camp, with the more traditional people, was separated from the dormitory 
area of Mona Mona, and children were kept from their families. Aunty Esther shared some 
of her stories in a document that is available to read online at the Kuranda Region History 
Project. There are so many stories, in such a rich life, that have not been recorded though, and 
if anyone has stories to share, please add them to the page.

Aunty Esther’s relationship with the Seventh Day Adventist church, which started and ran 
the Mona Mona mission, was precious to her throughout her life. In later years, Aunty Esther 
asked to be picked up for her church days from the nursing home, to stay in touch with all the 
people she had known from birth and their descendants. These visits became rare, and then 

stopped, with no-one to bring her up from the home to church. She really missed that a lot.
Although Aunty Esther, and others on the mission, lived through experiences no child/

young adult should endure, she always remembered the positive times, and like many people 
who grew up on the many missions (in Australia and other colonised countries), struggled to 
tell the stories of the ‘other’ times. These stories are so important, and help us understand 
the recent history of this country, much of which has been hidden, especially in relation 
to the indigenous First Nations People of this land, and all they have endured through the 
colonisation of the oldest culture in the world, in a country never ceded. These issues are 
important as we walk together on this land now, and make reparations wherever possible.

This is so relevant in Aunty Esther’s life, as she linked the original culture, with her 
grandfather singing in language to her as a child, to experiencing the rules and regulations 
about not speaking her language or being able to be involved in any cultural practices.

Since the mission days, Aunty Esther did what she could to support cultural activities in 
her community through her life, and loved to see the Mayi Wunba dancers and was so proud 
of the little ones learning and dancing, and the ones who taught them. Everyone remembers 
the sparkles in Aunty Esther’s eyes as she enjoyed experiencing and talking about the many 
achievements of all her families, and also her tidiness, neatness and smiling beauty, dressing 
for the occasion, and her excellent budgeting skills, getting her often busy household through 
the weeks so that all had enough.

Aunty Esther was always up for an adventure, going for a drive, going to the river, 
swimming, fishing, going to visit everyone, sleeping in a tipi, sitting around a fire and telling 
stories. When we had the chance she would also go out bush with Uncle Clem, another 
important knowledge-holder in our community; to gather special boomerang tree wood, and 
the jitta wood for the talking stick and message stick for the visit by Dr David Suzuki for the 
EmpowerFest at the Kuranda Amphitheatre, also researching the design for the sticks from 
archival material. (Uncle Richard Bing gathered the dye-plants for the sticks from around 
Mona Mona). Rosita Henry fondly remembers Aunty Esther and her keen intellect and 
wonderful humour during assistance on her PhD.

Aunty Esther would sit with her nephew, cultural teacher Willie Brim and go through the 
family lineages and say "you’re right boy". These Elders have the links and stories that need 
to be recorded, and shared, or we will all lose an essential part of our collective story on this 
beautiful country.

To all of Aunty Esther’s family and many dear friends: love and healing for your loss, and 
may we continue to celebrate her wonderful life by sharing her stories, and holding her dear 
in our hearts, and welcoming into our lives her legacy of inclusion, loving kindness, ensuring 
everyone has a feed and a bed, and that all the children are looked after.

Rest in Peace Dear One. Lisa

In Honour of the Life, 
and in Respect of the 
Passing of Djabugai 

(Buluwandji)  
Senior Elder 

Esther Snider
Left: Aunty Esther’s famous smile.

Right: Mona Mona mission –Aunty 
Esther is the babe-in-arms.

Science and Indigenous Knowledge
By David Suzuki 

I began my career as a scientist in 1962, when Rachel Carson 
published Silent Spring, a book about the ecological impact 
of pesticides. After Paul Mueller found that DDT kills insects 
and didn't seem to affect vertebrates or plants, he won a 
Nobel prize in 1948. But when massive amounts of pesticides 
began to be used, they spread by wind, rain and snow, moved 
into air, water and land and concentrated up the food chain in 
fish, birds and people by "biomagnification". This biological 
phenomenon was only discovered when eagles began to 
disappear and biologists tracked down the cause.

Biologists focus on a specific part of nature like a gene, cell 
or organism, control everything impinging on it and measure 
the consequences of our manipulations. But what they study 
is an artifact because in nature, nothing exists apart or in 
isolation, so by focusing on a part, the context within which it 
functions is lost. Furthermore, experiments and observations 
leave out the vital element of time for nature to reveal her 
secrets, so we make a few observations and then extrapolate. 
Finally, while modern science has yielded powerful insights 
and discoveries, our ignorance of how nature works remains 
vast. We didn't know about biomagnification until birds 
began to disappear as a result of human activity.

Indigenous knowledge (IK) is a vastly different way of 

knowing. IK is accumulated observations, manipulations and 
resulting failures, mistakes and successes over millennia. 
That knowledge is always founded in place and derived from 
within a greater context, a holistic perspective, that includes 
interconnectedness and consequences. IK is critical for life-

and-death of the keepers of the knowledge and has been 
validated by their survival over thousands of years.

Science allows us to "see" far beyond our physical 
senses with technology such as telescopes, microscopes and 
chemical reagents but IK provides the perspective through 
which we can make sense of scientific insights before they 
are applied.

Shared with the permission of David Suzuki.

Aunty Esther Snider (recently passed) talking with David Suzuki 
at the EmpowerFest at Kuranda Amphitheatre,  
Photo: Lisa (Auntie Esther’s niece)

"Please pass along my heartfelt condolences. Elders 
pass on and each one is a huge loss. So many of my 
Indigenous mentors and teachers are dying, one of them 
just last week. Aunty Esther's passing must be a huge 
loss to communities whose elders are the very keepers 
of tradition. I wish you and your family, and everyone 
whose lives Esther touched, comfort in knowing she was 
well-loved and will be missed. As an environmentalist, 
I feel Indigenous people have taught me everything I 
know about our connection with our Mother and today, 
in our climate and biodiversity emergency, it must be 
Indigenous people all over the world who guide us in a 
different way of living."

Warmest kind regards, David Suzuki
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BANA: water. Bana djunggang baygarr. Waters 
running fiercely.
BARRING: flowing. Gundan nyunbu barri-barring. 
Flood slowly flowing and flowing.
BULMBA: weather, time, place, the world, country, home. 
Bulmba danggaying-ala. Weather settling down/
clearing up.
BURRGING: slipping, sliding, slithering. Walba 
garrndal-garrndal. Gari burrgin! The rock is 
slippery. Don’t slip!
DANGGAYIN!: Settle down! Shway! Bulmba 
danggayin! Weather settle down!
DJALMBA: foam, froth. Djalmba ganaa binda 
wunang. Foam lying under the waterfall.
DJARRGA: shallow. Bana djarrga. Shallow waters.
DJARRING: drowning. Bulmba djarring gundan-da. 
Country drowning in the floodwaters.
DJAWARRAY: thunder. Djawarray garrang 
guwa-m. Thunder coming from the west.

 

WAYGAL-A-GALING BUWAL-WU

Going looking for words

BANA
BARRING

BULMBA
BURRGING
DANGGAYIN
DJALMBA
DJARRGA
DJARRING
DJAWARRAY

DJIMBARRAL
DJINBADJINBAL

DJINDADJINDANG
DJINDIGAL
GABAAN
GABAANDJI
GABIDJIN
GABIDJINDJI
GADAGADA

GAMBARR
GAMBARRI

GARRDJAN
GILIGILI

GINYDJUN
GUDJUGUDJU
GUNDAN
GURRABANA
GURRAMINYA
GURRAGURRA
GURRIL

GUYURRU
NGUDAA

NGUDAAYING
NYABAL
MUNGGAMUNGGANG
MURRBA
WADIL
WALNGGAL
WARABA

WURUU
YINGANG

X G I L I G I L I Q B G A B A A N G U D A A L

G A D M M M R G J M A K B U R R G I N G N P Y
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N N A M I T J R R Y L J W G Y Z G U N D A N P

B D D B G G Z G U R R A G U R R A T D K B L T

A J I A A D J I N D A D J I N D A N G N D J Y

D I L R L G A B A A N D J I G U R R A B A N A

J G U R R A M I N Y A G W A L N G G A L W Y M

I D J I M B A R R A L U D J A L M B A V B M Q

N J D G G G G G G N W D K N G U D A A Y I N G

B A J A A I A U U Y U J D A N G G A Y I N N N

A W A B R N M Y R A R U D J A R R G A Y W L L

L A R I R Y B U R B U G W A R A B A V G V D N

R R R D D D A R I A U U B A N A W Y Z Z Y B M

Q R I J J J R R L L G D Q L B M Z G X P T N N

Q A N I A U R U R T N J M R Q J Q D D P B L G
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BANA
BARRING
BULMBA
BURRGING
DANGGAYIN
DJALMBA
DJARRGA
DJARRING
DJAWARRAY
DJIMBARRAL
DJINBADJINBAL
DJINDADJINDANG
DJINDIGAL
GABAAN
GABAANDJI
GABIDJIN
GABIDJINDJI
GADAGADA 
GAMBARR
GAMBARRI

BULMBA GABAANDJI Rainy time, wet season.

GARRDJAN
GILIGILI
GINYDJUN
GUDJUGUDJU
GUNDAN
GURRABANA
GURRAMINYA
GURRAGURRA
GURRIL
GUYURRU
NGUDAA
NGUDAAYING
NYABAL
MUNGGAMUNGGANG
MURRBA
WADIL
WALNGGAL
WARABA
WURUU
YINGANG

WAYGAL-A-GALING BUWAL-WU 
Going looking for words

The Bama (people) of this area (bulmba) shared a common 
ngirrma, language.

The Djabuganydji, Bulwanydji, Nyagali, Yirrganydji and 
Gulunydji have lived here for millennia. The Djabuganydji called 
it Djabugay. The Bulwanydji called it Bulway.The Yirrganydji 
on the coast called it Yirrgay. The ‘ay’ sound at the end of these 
words sounds like the archaic English word ‘aye’ for yes. 

Some of their stories go way back in time. The Djabuganydji 

Vowel Sounds
/a/ is pronounced as the vowel in the (English) words  
 “some, “come” e.g. bama (person) 
/a:/ is pronounced like the /a/ sound in “father” but  
 longer e.g. buda:dji (carpet snake)
/i/ is pronounced like the /i/ in the word “bin” e.g.  
 bina  
 (ear)
/i;/ the vowel sound is lengthened and pronounced like  
 the vowel sound in “heat”, “beat”, “feet” e.g. biri:  
 (again)
/u/ is pronounced as the vowel sound in the English 
word  
 “book” e/g. mudu (back)
/u:/ the vowel is lengthened and pronounced as the vowel  
 sound in the words “good”, “tool”, “rule” e.g.  
 djungguu: (behind)
Consonants
/dj/ The sound is like a /d/ and a /j/ pronounced  
 simultaneously e.g. djulbin (tree)
/g/ is pronounced as in the word “gun” e.g. gindan  
 (moon)
/rr/ a trilled, or rolled /r/ as in Scottish pronunciation of  
 the word “sporran” e.g. burra-y (to fly) 
/r/ as in the American pronunciation of /r/ in car  
 e.g. biri (fire) 

/ny/ is like the initial /n/ in onion, like an /n/ and a /y/  
 pronounced simultaneously e.g. nyurra (you)
/ng/ as in the word “singer” e.g. bungan (sun)
/n.g/ when you see the n.g broken by a stop do not run 
the  
 two sounds together e.g. djin.gal (sky)
/ngg/ is pronounced as the ng sound in the word “finger”  
 e.g. nyinggarra (eel)
/ay/ is generally pronounced as in the English word “eye” 
 e.g. Djabugay 
Stress
When saying Djabugay words which syllables 
should we stress?

In words of two syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g. bina 
(ear).
In words of three syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g. 
ganyarra (crocodile).
However, if a long vowel occurs in the second syllable of a 
word of three syllables, it is stressed e.g. buda:dji (carpet 
snake). 
In words with more than three syllables, stress falls on the 
first syllable and on the syllable before the last one e.g. 
ganyarra – nggu (crocodile).

DJABUGAY
A guide to the pronunciation of Djabugay words

believe that once their hunting grounds stretched to the Barrier 
Reef. At the end of the last ice age there was a rise in sea-level 
that pushed the people back inland and created the present 
shoreline. Nowhere else in the world have people been able to 
preside continuously in one place for so long, passing on their 
stories to the present day.

The actual word ‘bulmba’ has many meanings: home, 
camping ground, territory, the weather and the authority of 

the elders, upholders of the Law. This bulmba is constantly 
changing, depending on the time of the year, the season and 
the weather.

Thanks to the Bulmba Rangers for help with selection 
of wordsearch words and to the Djabugay Tribal Aboriginal 
Corporations for their work in preserving the area’s linguistic 
inheritance.

             Michael Quinn

WORD MEANINGS
DJIMBARRAL: cyclone. Djimbarral djiwarri-djirra 
galing. Cyclone going south.
DJINBADJINBAL: sprinkling. Giligili djinba-djinbal. 
Fine rain sprinkling.
DJINDADJINDANG: dripping. Bana djinda-
djindang. Water dripping and dripping.
DJINDIGAL: medicine waters. Galin djindigal-wu 
gurii mayi-ynggu! Go to the medicine waters to get 
better!
GABAAN: rain, heavy rain. Gabaan wandang-ala. 
Rain falling now.
GABAANDJI: rainy. Bulmba gabaandji. Rainy time, 
wet season.
GABIDJIN: mud. 
GABIDJINDJI: muddy. Gambi gabidjindji. Muddy 
clothes.
GADAGADA: dry. 
GAMBARR: mist, cloud.

GAMBARRI: misty. Bunda gambarri. Misty 
mountains.
GARRDJAN: flotsam. Garrdjan garrang banaa. 
Flotsam coming in the waters.
GILIGILI: fine rain. Giligili wandang. Fine rain falling.
GINYDJUN: wet. Gambi ginydjun. Wet clothes.
GUDJUGUDJU: rainbow. Gudjugudju djin.gal-nda 
djanang. Rainbow standing in the sky.
GUNDAN: flood. Gundan garrang. Bana banggal. 
Flood coming. Big water.
GURRABANA: the wet side/season moiety. Gurrabana 
bama. Wet side people.
GURRAMINYA: the dry side/season moiety. 
Gurraminya bama. Dry side people.
GURRAGURRA: ancestors.
GURRIL: storm bird, channel-billed cuckoo.
GUYURRU: wind. Guyurru banggal. Big wind.
NGUDAA: cloud. Ngudaa walnggal djin.gal-nda. 
Clouds floating in the sky.
NGUDAAYING: clouding up. Djin.gal ngudaaying. 
Sky clouding up.
NYABAL: pounding. Djawarray nyaba-nyabal. 
Thunder pounding and pounding.
MUNGGAMUNGGANG: rumbling. Djawarray 
mungga-munggang. Thunder rumbling.
MURRBA: under. Ngawu murrba banaa buwang. 
I’m diving under the waters.
WADIL: to drift. Nalmal wadil banaa. A log drifting in 
the waters.
WALNGGAL: to float. Warrdjan wuruu-la walnggal. 
A raft floating on the river.
WARABA: creek. Waraba barring wuruu-la. Creek 
flowing into the river.
WURUU: river. Wuruu magaying. River rising.
YINGANG: to die down. Guyurru yin.gang-ala. Wind 
dying down now.
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Djabugay Bama (People) celebrated the 16th anniversary of their Native Title Determination 
(2004) in a big way in December 2020, inviting key commercial operators and the public to 
join them to share in a celebration of their resilience and rich cultural histories.

Din Din, or Barron Gorge National Park, is an environmental tourism icon and Traditional 
Owners are determined to ensure that the public understand that it is a ‘cultural landscape’ 
first and foremost.

“Din Din holds great cultural significance and despite being an international natural icon, 
it is a great unrealised opportunity,” Traditional Owner and Chairperson of the Djabugay 
Native Title Aboriginal Corporation, William Duffin said as he opened the ceremonious 
occasion on December 17, the sixteenth anniversary to the day of the 2004 decision.

“We want to ensure that visitors understand the deep connection Djabugay people have 
with this area, and that the lines of the Din Din park boundary do not define the extent of 
Djabugay Country.”

“We want to maximise our land assets in leveraging real opportunities”. 
“Djabugay have embarked on a new journey for all Bama to follow, Djumburru Nyiwul, 

the one track, to provide a stronger and healthier future for all Djabugay People”.
For the Djabugandji rainforest people, Bulurru is the Law, the Djumburru Nyiwul, the 

one track, put down by the Bulurru ancestors for the people to follow to ensure survival of 
both themselves and the Bulmba, the Country.

On 17 December 17 2020, Elders and Traditional Owners travelled from Cairns on the 
Kuranda Scenic Rail to the Din Din lookout, where the celebrations and storytelling took 
place from 10am-12pm, and train passengers stopped to join in. 

Djabugay Elder, Traditional Owner and Native Title Claimant Rhonda Brim announced, 
“Today we are celebrating because we are proud owners, not through their eyes, but through 
our eyes”.

“We are the owners of the whole of Djabugay Country and welcome you all, and enjoy”.
Skyrail celebrated the day through traditional language, storytelling and dancing, at the 

Kuranda platform. CleanCo, the new operators of the Barron Hydro scheme, shared a story-
sharing morning tea with Elders and Traditional Owners the day before. Djabugay Rangers 
and Bama gifted guests stickers to say “I walked on Djabugay Country,” to help them mark 
the occasion.

of Djabugay language, which became part of the Kuranda State school curriculum for a time.
In 1992, Andy and Rhonda Duffin incorporated the Djabugay Tribal Aboriginal 

Corporation. “Our home was the main office for the whole organisation, our dinner table was 
the office daytime and at night,” recalls William (Biri) Duffin, their son.

That same year, Rhonda (Duffin) became the Queensland Representative for The 
Federation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Languages, along with Elder and 
Traditional Owner Rhonda Brim.

Rhonda Brim became involved in Djabugay Native Title matters and also pursued many 
other issues for Djabugay Bama, including housing. 

Following a decade of litigation, The Mabo Case revoked ‘terra nullius’ and enacted the 
Native Title Act in 1993, which came into effect in January 1994. At the same time, tensions 
were growing among the Djabugandji as approvals for Skyrail cableway were realised in 1994.

Andy and Rhonda Duffin attended a meeting hosted by the Rainforest Aboriginal 
Network, led by Henrietta Marrie, to seek advice from peers. Here they met Mr Bruce White, 
an anthropology honours graduate who had grown up around local Aboriginal rights heroes 
like Mick Miller and Clarrie Grogan and who would join their cause.

“We (Rainforest Aboriginal Network) were campaigning to see the cultural values of the 
Wet Tropics recognised, that there is an Aboriginal presence and to see that the Aboriginal 
people, the traditional owners, get to be owners of their land,” said Mr White.

“It was listed as if it was an empty wilderness, natural values only, on the World Heritage 
list”.

Andy and Rhonda turned up to a meeting with the problem that they had a cableway 
being built right through their sacred Country. 

“We thought it would be our last-ditch effort to stop Skyrail going through the Barron 
Gorge National Park,” explained Andy Duffin.

“We had to protest against Skyrail no matter what. We had to protest, and that’s just 
to be heard,” said Rhonda Brim.“In 1994, I was on 23 committees, I was the Secretary and 
Treasurer of most of them, everything was happening all at once” she recalls.

Taking place in parallel to a conservationist movement at the time, the Djabugay People 
received support from protestors world-wide.

On the 26 May 1994, Andy Duffin, with the blessings from his Elders at the time, lodged a 
Native Title Claim as the Chair of Djabugay Native Title Aboriginal Corporation.

“The claim was effective enough to get them to the table, it was effective enough to get 
investments into the Tjapukai dance theatre and it was effective enough to get discussions 
going about joint management,” said Mr White.

Andy and Rhonda Duffin, and Rhonda Brim, express the traumatic experience their 
Elders had recounting their history, a history they were cut off from in mission days, to prove 
their connection to Country and form the Native Title Claim. Andy himself suffered from the 
stress and severe burn-out in 1999 that would see him relocate the family temporarily to the 
Sunshine Coast.

Fellow claimants Barry Hunter Senior, Ivan Brim, Lloyd Levers, Gerald Hobbler, Melvyn 
Hunter, Patrick Hastie and Rhonda Brim would continue the fight to see the claim through. 
Multiple lawyers, anthropologists and land councils later, the determination was realised 
on December 17 2004, and made history as the first determination in Queensland over a 
National Park.

At the onset, Djabugay People were explicit in their intent to exercise Native Title rights to 
jointly manage their Country and create employment opportunities for Bama. Disaster relief 
funding for tropical cyclones saw boom-and-bust periods for Djabugay Rangers in years that 
followed determination.

Djabugay undertook research with Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Studies (AITSIS) and saw opportunity in a strategic approach that would translate 
Djabugay aspirations into what Barry Hunter refers to as, ‘government talk’. This led to the 
development of the Djabugay Statement and Djabugay Bulmba Bama Plan.

“The whole idea of it was to set out this direction about what we want for our Country,” 
said Mr Hunter.

“When we had our first Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA), the ILUA that came with 
the determination, that ILUA told us what we couldn’t do on this Country”.

“So, we turn that around within this plan and we say what we’re going to do on this 
Country”.

“Because it doesn’t work without us being on Country, getting out there and just doing it”.
Mr Hunter reiterates that significant story places in the park need protection and Djabugay 

are working with Queensland Parks and Wildlife Services (QPWS) on a management plan for 
these. A clear strategy has secured permanency for rangers through the Indigenous Land and 
Sea Rangers Program, helped gain additional fee-for-service work and leveraged some joint-
management responsibilities.

Tourism Tropical North Queensland CEO, Mark Olsen, congratulated Djabugay People 
on celebrating, “formal recognition of what always has been and always will be, Aboriginal 
land”.

“It gives permission for us to have conversations that are really important about where 
we're going with sustainable tourism, responsible tourism and what I think is coming out as 
a strong trend from COVID, conscious travel”.

“The reason some of those places are aesthetically pleasing or have some really high 
natural values is because before that and for a long time they had strong cultural association 
values on them,” explained Traditional Owner and Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations Project 
Manager, Mr Barry Hunter.

DJABUGAY’S NATIVE TITLE JOURNEY

Closure of the Mona Mona Mission in 1962, followed closely by the 1967 Referendum 
meant Djabugay people were free to speak their language, share culture and return to loved 
ones and places that they’d been forcibly disconnected from for years.

EDIT: On 27 May 1967, Australians voted to change the Constitution so that, like all other 
Australians, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples would be counted as part of the 
population and the Commonwealth would be able to make laws for them. A resounding 
90.77 per cent said ‘Yes’ and every single state and territory had a majority result for the 
‘Yes’ vote.

In 1988, The Wet Tropics of Queensland, including the Barron Gorge, was World Heritage 
listed – but only for its natural values, not cultural or historic values. It saw the end to 
commercial logging and highlighted environmental practices within the World Heritage area. 

At this time, Andy and Rhonda Duffin, Djabugay Traditional Owners and Elders, were 
working and living in Kuranda. They were active, not only in Djabugay business, but in 
Aboriginal affairs and the Kuranda community.

Djabugay culture was being re-invigorated through Tjapukai Dance Theatre (then located 
in Kuranda township), where Andy worked. Thanks to Djabugay Elders and the work of 
Kuranda- based linguist and anthropologist, Michael Quinn, there was a great reinvigoration 

Djabugay have engaged with key Din Din commercial operators: Kuranda Scenic Rail, 
Skyrail and CleanCo and look forward to realising opportunity for Bama through relationships 
with them.

“I think our Djabugay friends would certainly say there’s a lot more work to do, not just 
here in the Barron Gorge but right around Australia,” said Skyrail General Manager Richard 
Berman-Hardman “We are keen to form new relationships with Djabugay and get more 
people employed by our company and out on Country”.

“I know something really positive is going to come out of all that’s been happening now. 
We have been putting so much effort in over the last 3 years” said Rhonda Duffin.

“We want to get the young people involved, it’s their Country, get them to appreciate what 
they have and to preserve it,” said Andy Duffin.

Article by Carli Willis, Bumma Bippera Media (edited). The Kuranda Paper thanks Carli 
and Djabugay Aboriginal Corporations for sharing this landmark event for the Djabugay 
Bama with our readers. 

Djabugay Rangers talk to tourists at Din Din, or Barron Falls Lookout (Skyrail). Photo: Jasmin Seale

Roderick Newbury. Photo: Nicholas Mills
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You can choose!
Gunther  
0421 768 522
gunther@fnkuranda.com.au
07 4093 9050  |  Shop 3, 12 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda 

www.fnkuranda.com.au

Koah Automotive

Operated by
Koah Automotive

Phone 4093 7993
Lot 2 Koah Road, Koah Qld 4881

Fax 4093 7993

• Safety Certificates on cars, trucks,  
trailers and motorcycles

• Airconditioning repairs and servicing

• General mechanical repairs

• EFI diagnostics and servicing

• Log book servicing

• LPG installation & repairs

We Stock & Sell Batteries for:
Automotive – All Makes, All Models 

and Motorcycles
Generators • Deep Cycle

Solar • Dual Battery Systems Koah Automotive

BUY NOW
PAY LATER!

We now accept 
Zip Pay

Barang Street • Kuranda
Phone/Fax 4093 9235

We Stock & Sell Batteries for:

●��Automotive – All Makes, 
 All Models  & Motorcycles

●�Generators
●�Deep Cycle
●�Solar
●�Dual Battery Systems

Email us to book your car in
bumblebeemotors@bigpond.com

BUY NOW
PAY LATER!

We now accept 
Zip Pay

Competitive pricing on all Mechanical Services
Tyres at a price you can afford

Wheel alignments
Servicing of all makes and modelsAdvice you can be assured of

Save the Date –  
Cairns Tropical Writers Festival 

13-15 August 2021
Due to COVID-19, the Cairns Tropical Writers Festival 
(CTWF) has had to pivot/pirouette/postpone the 2021 
festival to 13-15 August 2021, but this has brought 
new opportunities according to the festival’s program 
director, Eve Stafford of Kuranda.

“With international travel scotched in 2021 with 
the possible exception of New Zealand, the focus has 
shifted to hyper-local, expanding both First Nations 
programming and featuring FNQ’s other under-
recognised authors of national significance. Our place 
in the world and our unique tropical World Heritage 
environment—reef, rainforest and savannah—will also 
be front and centre.”

“Ironically, the chosen festival theme for readers, 
writers and thinkers of “change” in all its forms is even 
more relevant and timely for the future of us all and 
our planet.”

“CTWF has been developing a part-digital, part-live 
program to showcase and share our own stories in the 
lead-up to the August 2021 festival. This includes at 
least two Kuranda writers, soon to be announced.”

To tap into updates, subscribe to the monthly CTWF 
eNews at www.eepurl.com/dJx79E
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The members of the 
Arts Co-op would like 
to thank the La Baysse 
family for their support 
over the years, and 
wish Didi well as she 
takes over this larger 
space. 

www.kurandaartscoop.com

Top: Interior of the Kuranda Arts Co-op 
Second top: Mollie Bosworth "Night Moves" TAFE Award.
Above: Kate Prynne "Coral Reef" Triptych

Voucher

Congratulations to our local artists ...

Mollie Bosworth and Kate Prynne both exhibited in the 
"Melting Pot 2020" exhibition by the Cairns Potters Club, 
at the Cairns Regional Gallery. Mollie won the TAFE QLD 
award. 

Kate used a combination of coloured glass as well as 
glass clay and glass enamel paints for her work. Kate plans 
to undertake classes for small groups. For more information 
Contact Kate 0400 517 949.

A collaborative artwork by Co-op members, Toni Rogers 
and Marcelle Dieben (pictured below) was selected for the 
Cairns Art Society 73rd Annual Prize Exhibition at the Cairns 
Art Gallery (open from 16 to 30 January). Their A Tapestry 
of Paper Dreams won the Sherry Jones Acquisition Award 
for 3D artwork. 

Artwork by Co-op members, Pam Schultz and Buck 
Richardson were also selected for this exhibition at the 
Cairns Art Gallery. 

Mollie Bosworth (ceramics) and Pam Schultz (painting) 
have been selected for the Stanthorpe Art Prize exhibition, a 
National Biennial with $50,000 worth of prizes. It opens at 
the Stanthorpe Art Gallery on 19 February and closes on 18 
April. Check out www.srag/stanthorpe-art-prize 

Gallery Closing

The Kuranda Arts Co-op gallery closed on 26 January. We 
will keep you posted as to further arrangements. Please keep 
supporting us via our Online Shop at 
www.kurandartscoop.com where we showcase a wide 
variety of work. 

Mollie Bosworth "Rambling Vines" 
Stanthorpe Art Prize
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PHONE

0407 184 331
kurandacarriers@gmail.com.au

Kuranda Carriers
Your Local Delivery Service

Cairns • Kuranda • Speewah • Koah

WHITEGOODS • FURNITURE • SOME HARDWARE
(Bunnings, OfficeWorks, Pharmacies, A-Mart, Harvey Norman etc)

We will pick up small parcels from Cairns CBD from $11
We also do removals

KURANDA MEDICAL 
CENTRE

cnr Barang and Thongon Streets • Ph: 4093 7118
“Professional Care in Your Community”

Extra Services: Podiatrist, Dietician, Psychologist, Diabetic Educator, Nurse, Asthma Care, 
Indigenous Health and more…

Monday – Friday • 8.30am to 5.00pm

Dr Dave Cuming: dermatology, paediatrics, minor surgery –  
Monday, Wednesday (am), Friday (am)
Dr Hal Hancock: Fridays 9.00am–4.00pm

Dr Veerendra Sinha: specialises in skin cancers and excisions –  
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am–5.00pm

Dr Agufana Pepela: all day Monday, Tuesday and Thursday (am),  
outreach every second Monday

Dr Yvonne Doveren: Outreach & Indigenous Health only – 
every Thursday fortnight

Dr Steve Salleras: Monday and Wednesday 8.30am–5.00pm
Dr Jimmy Stewart: every Friday 8.30am–5.00pm (other days as needed)
Nurse Terry: looking after our Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander patients 

www.discountdrugstores.com.au

Kuranda Discount Drug Store
16 Thongon Street, Kuranda, QLD, 4881

Phone: (07) 40937480
Email: Kuranda@discountdrugstores.com.au

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday
8:30am - 5:30pm

Saturday
8:30am - 3:00pm

Sunday
CLOSED

Public Holiday
10:00am - 2:00pm

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE
Medication Management Program

Medication Packing (EasyMed)
Instore Medication Reviews
Home Medication Reviews
Blood Pressure Monitoring

Health Clinics
NDSS Access Point

Far North Queenslanders are being urged to incorporate COVID-19 safety into their 
emergency plans for the looming cyclone season.

Tropical Public Health Services Cairns director Dr Richard Gair said now was the time 
locals should be preparing their homes and businesses for severe weather events.

“Natural disasters are unpredictable, which is why preparation is important, not only for 
the health service, but for everyone in the community,” he said.

“This year’s planning and preparations have been a little different with the continuing 
COVID-19 pandemic conditions also requiring specific consideration.”

He said FNQ residents and visitors needed to remain vigilant with their COVID-19 safety 
before, during and after a cyclone or other disaster.

“When you are preparing to evacuate, prepare an evacuation emergency bag including 
soap, hand sanitiser, disinfectant wipes and masks – allowing for five masks per person, for 
three days,” he said.

“If you are staying with friends or family, outside your household whilst evacuating from a 
disaster, talk to the people you plan to stay with about how you can all best protect yourselves 
from COVID-19.

“Consider if either of your households has someone who is at higher risk of developing 
severe illness from the disease, including older adults or people who have underlying medical 
conditions, and what you can do to limit their exposure to others.”

Dr Gair said being COVID-19 safe should also extend after a cyclone had made landfall.
“As you recover from an emergency, it is likely you will mix with members of your 

community as recovery efforts are combined, and that the shops may be busier than usual,” 
he said.

“Remember to keep socially-distanced or wear a mask, if you cannot. And wash your 
hands regularly.

“Cough and sneeze into your elbow or a tissue and avoid shaking hands and hugging other 
people, if possible.

“We know this is especially difficult after a traumatic event, but it is so important to 
remain vigilant in keeping COVID-safe, during the pandemic.”

He said if people suffered any symptoms of COVID-19, they must get tested and stay 
isolated until their test returned a negative result.

“Far North Queensland has done a great job in the fight against COVID-19 and our case 

BE COVID-19 
ALERT 

DURING 
CYCLONE 

SEASON

numbers have been very low for some time now,” he said.
“Let’s keep up the good work all the way through cyclone season and beyond.
“We all have a role to play to prevent the re-emergence of a new wave of COVID-19 cases 

in our region.”

HOW TO BE COVID-19 SAFE DURING CYCLONE SEASON
Before a cyclone: 

• Prepare an emergency kit including food, water, medical supplies, hand sanitiser and 
face masks.

• Know what to do if someone in your family, or in the household you are staying with, 
has COVID-19 symptoms or becomes sick with COVID-19.

• Familiarise yourself with COVID-19 symptoms, testing locations, and the latest 
updates about the pandemic at www.covid19.qld.gov.au.

During a cyclone:

• If you need to go to a disaster shelter or evacuation centre, follow guidance from 
government officials on how to remain COVID-safe at the shelter.

• Talk to the people you plan to stay with about how you can all best protect yourselves 
from COVID-19.

• Consider if either of your households has someone who is at higher risk of developing 
severe illness from COVID-19, including older adults or people who have underlying 
medical conditions.

• Follow COVID-19-safe precautions, like wearing a mask, practicing social distance 
and using hand sanitiser, when using transportation to evacuate to protect yourself 
and others.

After a cyclone:

• Remember to keep socially distanced or wear a mask if you cannot and wash your 
hands regularly. Cough and sneeze into your elbow or a tissue and avoid shaking 
hands and hugging other people, if possible.

• If you have any COVID-19 symptoms, get yourself tested and isolate until you return 
a negative result

Extensive disaster preparedness and recovery information, as well as disaster-related health 
information is available at:

www.getready.qld.gov.au
www.health.qld.gov.au/disaster
www.qldalert.com
www.disaster.qld.gov.au

SOURCE: Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health Service 
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P: (07) 4241 0525 | E: yca@wtma.qld.gov.au
W: www.weeropics.gov.au/yellow-crazy-ant | Facebook: @ycaweeropics 

We need your help to recognise and 
report yellow crazy ants. 

CALL: 1800 CRAZY ANT

REPORT 
YELLOW CRAZY ANTS

Long antennae
Slender body

Long legs

Brown/striped
abdomen

4mm in length

Small oval 
shaped head

Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce
envirocare.org.au/yellow-crazy-ants-taskforce
yca.ciara@gmail.com

Happy New Year Kuranda! Thank you for all of your 
support in making 2020 a success. Despite a pandemic, 
we adapted to change and came through stronger. 
We hope to continue to have your support this year 
in helping us find new yellow crazy ant or electric ant 
infestations. 

Yellow crazy ants
• 4mm body length
• Long legs and antennae
• Spray acid from their abdomen
• Brown striped abdomen

If you think you have found yellow 
crazy ants, collect a specimen and call 
Wet Tropics Management Authority on 1800 CRAZY ANT 

Taskforce champions Bernd Seidl and Tim Brown

Electric ants
• Tiny at 1.5mm body length
• Gingery brown in colour
• Slow moving and tend to  

forage in straight lines
• Bites result in raised itchy red 

lumps that can last for several 
days

If you think you have been stung by an electric 
ant, call Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 for a free 
yard check.

Door-knocking continues

Last month on 16 January, Taskforce volunteers Bernd 
Seidl and Tim Brown continued door-knocking for the 
Green Forest yellow crazy ant infestation, focusing on 
residents living nearby on Oak Forest Road, Kuranda. 
Volunteers met with residents to chat about the yellow 
crazy ant and electric ant infestations and provide 
information on what the ants look like and how to report 
them. The aim of this door-knock was to meet face to 
face with community members to raise awareness about 
invasive ants. 

I’d like to thank Bernd and Tim in particular for being the 
Taskforce champions. They are always professional and 
enthusiastic about sharing what they know about yellow 
crazy ants with our community. 

Upcoming events

March 2021 
The Taskforce and Wet Tropics Management Authority’s 
Yellow Crazy Ant Eradication Program will give a 
presentation on yellow crazy ants and electric ants to the 
councillors of Mareeba Shire Council. The presentation 
aims to raise awareness about invasive ants within 
the shire, update councillors on how the program is 
progressing and ask for support in helping the program 
find any new infestations.

April 2021
The Taskforce will meet with Cairns Regional Council’s 
Green Space, Our Space volunteers to present 
information about yellow crazy ants and electric ants 
during their monthly volunteer information session. 
Taskforce volunteers are welcome to join and share 
invasive ant knowledge with volunteer peers. We hope 
to raise invasive ant awareness with the Green Space, 
Our Space volunteers who are doing great work in 
our community, making our green spaces a better 
place for all and hopefully be another eye on ground 
for yellow crazy ants and electric ants. Contact Ciara 
at coordinator@communitytaskforce.org.au for more 
details to join this event.

Thank you Kuranda

Community Nursery and Landcare

Opening times (others by appointment)
Nursery – 284 Myola Road, Kuranda  

Monday and Thursday 9am–12 noon  •  Saturday 10am–12 noon

Cash, 'tap and go' or internet bank transfer available

4093 8989 (nursery)  •  0419 624 940  •  0478 676 122
info@envirocare.org.au  •  www.envirocare.org.au

Caring for Kuranda’s environment
“by standing on the shoulders of those who have gone before”

Box trailers for hire. Members discount. All plugs catered for
Contact Hans on 0459 978 842 to book.

Water quality monitoring – Kuranda Tree frog 
creeks – Various dates. Learn how to use testing 
equipment. All welcome. Call Neil on 0481 310 144 to join 
in.

Saturdays 30 January, 6 February, 13 February and 
20 February – 7.30–9am. Tree Planting at 67 Monaro 
Close. Good fun and exercise for all ages. Yummy morning 
tea. Call 0419 624 940 and meet at the KEC nursery 7.30am 
to carpool. Call Andrew on 0407 161 175

17–23 February. Frog monitoring fun starts after 
7pm. Check our Facebook page for dates and sites, call or 
email on 0419 624 940 or info@envirocare.org.au

•  Date Claimers  •

Small grey-barked tree, in cultivation 2-3m, glossy light 
green leaves on wide spreading branches. Flowers and fruits 
while still young. Clusters of bright pink flowers occur along 
the branches in summer, then green citrus-like fruits.
It attracts birds such as lorikeets and other honey-eaters. Host 
tree for the Ulysses butterfly and the Emperor Gum Moth. It 
can tolerate a fairly wide range of climates. 

January Butterfly Plant –  
Melicope rubra

The What and How of Weeds
Saturday 27 February 10am–3pm
A field day learning about weeds, their 

significance, identification and methods of 
treatment. We’ll have staff from our local 

government agencies, those who deal with  
the weed assault we’re under here and  

talk about effective no-chemical methods. 
Register at info@envirocare.org.au 

Funded by  
Federal Communities Environment Program

What more could we want? Great cool weather for 
planting, plenty of moisture and now the plants ready to 
grow. February is our key month for growth, so let’s get the 
maximum effect from all the rain that’s fallen, when the sun 
and heat combine to have plants leaping skywards.

Have you considered giving over a corner of your block 
to butterfly attracting plants? There are quite a few to choose 
from in our nursery, even some of our very good revegetation 
trees are hosts for butterflies. There’s too many to list from 
our nursery but Callistemon and Melaleucas provide nectar 
for all butterflies (as well as a variety of birds) and host the 
Ghost and Emperor Gum moths, also the Dull and Common 
Oakblues. Vines don’t need much space, really just an 
existing tree to climb up is perfect – Lacewing vine Adenia 

Butterfly Bonanza

hetereophylla, with its bright red seed pods, hosts Orange 
Cruiser, Red Glasswing and Orange Lacewings. Our favourite 
Aristolochia acuminata hosts the gorgeous Cairns Birdwing, 
Red-bodied Swallowtail and Big Greasy. Our much loved 
Flame trees Brachichyton acerifolia host Common Aeroplane, 
Tailed Emperor and Helenita Blues and Corky bark Carallia 
brachiata hosts the Four O’Clock Moth, very colourful, with 
bright yellow black spotted caterpillars. Native gingers host 
Banded Demons, Northern laurel hosts Maclays Swallowtail, 
Blue triangle and Common Oakblue. The list goes on. Come 
in and see what we have.

Ulysses butterfly. Photo: David Clode
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TLC TREE SERVICES
Family owned and operated

Damien Woodcock
Professional Arborist

BASED IN KURANDA

• Qualified Arborist
• Fully insured • Ergon authorised

• Qualified and highly experienced climber
• Free quotes and advice

• No job too big or too small

Experience ranging from small trees through to 
advanced rigging, crane work, block clearing 

and controlled tree removal.

treelc.com.au
0408 150 734

treelopperscairns@gmail.com

Two-storey high, unique Dinosaur Skeleton,
fossil and gemstone museum, gift shop,

gemstones, crystals and jewellery.
Located at the Original Kuranda Rainforest

Markets – look out for the
big Dinosaur out the front!

FREE ADMISSION

7–11 THERWINE STREET, KURANDA
emuridgegallery@bigpond.com

Thu–Mon
9am to 3pm

DINOSAURS IN 
KURANDA

0408 728 711

The National Electric Ant Eradication Program team is 
asking the community to be on the lookout for electric ants 
and join the hunt for this invasive pest ant.

Protect your family and property
Electric ants are one of the world’s worst invasive species 

and, if undetected and allowed to spread, have the potential to 
damage our precious environment and seriously impact our 
outdoor way of life. They may be tiny but pack a venomous, 
painful sting which they use to attack and displace native ant 
species and other insects, as well as inflicting painful stings 
on humans and pets. Eventually, electric ants could reach a 
level where the risk of being stung means children cannot 
play in the yard and having a BBQ is impossible.

Book a free yard check
So don’t let electric ants take over your property. Book 

your free yard check today by calling 13 25 23 or visiting  
daf.qld.gov.au/anthunt

The check only takes an hour and you don’t even need to 
be home. It’s that easy to get peace of mind and protect your 
family and the community.

Hard to spot – easy to move
Electric ants are tiny, just 1–1.5mm in size, so are hard 

to spot. They are golden-brown, quite slow moving and are 
all the same size. They don’t make visible nests, instead they 
just set up home in natural crevices or spaces between two 
layers, such as in timber piles, under pavers or rocks, in piles 
of garden waste or in garden mulch. A special favourite is 
setting up a colony in a plant pot, making them easily spread 
through plant swapping.

Over 70% of new infestations in the area have been caused 
by human assisted movement of electric ants.

Working together to help stop the spread
With the community’s help in being on the lookout for 

electric ants and reporting any suspicious ants we will have 
the best possible chance of successfully eradicating this pest 
from Far North Queensland.

Call 13 25 23 or visit daf.qld.gov.au/anthunt for 
more information on electric ants or to book your 
free yard check.

National Electric Ant Eradication Program
Biosecurity Queensland

Join the hunt for electric ants!

Above right: Yard check survey
Right: Electric ants in flower bud

Below: At just 1-1.5mm long, electric ants are hard to spot 
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The COLOUR ISSUE
simple ways to spuce up your wardrobe - part one

Shop online - www.sandravidendesign.com
FREE POSTAGE IN AUSTRALIA

06
62

1A
RJShop: 11 Coondoo St. Kuranda Qld. 4881

OPEN 7 DAYS  10 am - 3.30 pm  0412 636 379

Add a burst of colour to crisp 
white for  that refreshing 
summer look. 
Adding a gorgeous pure silk 
bandana with jewellery 
completes the outfit.

Our fabulous new striped pants 
are great for the beach or can be 
dressed up with jewellery for a 
smart casual look. They can be 
worn with a bright top or keep 
it clean with black or white

Our comfortable cotton singlet dresses are 
an old favourite and they come in a range 
of head-turning colours with real attitude.

www.minibeastwildlife.com.au

Deanna Henderson, Minibeast Wildlife

When Minibeast Wildlife moved from Victoria to Kuranda 
more than 10 years ago, one of the species we were very 
excited to try and find was the Gargantuan Stick insect, 
Ctenomorpha gargantua. After many fruitless hours 
searching in the rainforests around Kuranda, we started 
to give up hope. This species was obviously quite elusive. 
However, in 2014 a team from Museum Victoria came up to 
visit us, and on their trip they were extremely lucky to find 
the third living female specimen of this species ever recorded. 
She was an aging adult female, who had perhaps been blown 
down from the rainforest canopy, where they are believed to 
reside. She measured 50cm in length from outstretched legs 
to the tip of her cerci, and believe it or not, this is considered 
small for this species. Since then, other specimens have since 
been found, and the largest female recorded was 58cm in 
length! Males are smaller and thinner than females, but still 
an impressive size. Males have fully developed functional 
wings and are able to fly to find females, whereas the wings 
of the females are not functional for flight. This is one of the 
reasons that females are so difficult to find in the wild. 

Since this historic find in 2014, Minibeast Wildlife 
acquired a female Gargantuan stick insect that was found 
by a Kuranda local in their backyard. This female was 
injured and looked to have been attacked by a bird. We kept 
this insect for a few days before it died of its injuries, and 
in that time, she laid 4 eggs. After her death, we were also 
able to extract several more from the female via dissection. 
These eggs were incubated, and after 4 months 5 hatched. 
These started off our breeding program for the Gargantuan 
stick insect, which is still going strong today, and we have 
successfully bred and raised over 200 insects. We have since 

Top: A Gargantuan stick insect overlooking the Barron Falls. 
Left: Putting things in perspective – a Gargantuan stick insect 
resting on an arm. Photos: Alan Henderson

found wild male Gargantuan stick insects to introduce to 
our captive bred females, so we are able to ensure that our 
population of Gargantuan stick insects remain genetically 
diverse. And just this past week, we had a call from Kuranda 
Envirocare, who had a female Gargantuan stick insect turn 
up on a vehicle. This female is happily living with us here at 
Minibeast Wildlife and laying many more eggs. 

This week, Minibeast Wildlife are involved in filming 
these amazing insects for their first ever appearance in a 
nature documentary. A production company from the UK 
have come to Kuranda specifically to work with us here at 
Minibeast Wildlife, filming all sorts of animals and they 
specifically requested the Gargantuan stick insects to feature 
as part of their documentary.  

Stick insects belong to the group of animals called 
phasmids. These animals are herbivores that feed on the 
leaves of various plants. Some are very specialised in the 
species of plants they eat, and some have a variety of plant 
options to choose from. They hatch from eggs and are self-
sufficient from the moment they hatch. The young will moult 
their exoskeleton in order to grow and once they reach 
adulthood and develop wings, they will not moult again. Even 
though the Gargantuan stick insect starts off at around 3cm 
in length when it hatches, it will grow into what is considered 
the largest stick insect in Australia, and possibly the world. 

Forget about stick insects
– this is a branch insect!
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The afternoon was my own – work finished, kids at school and domestic duties ignored. They 
weren’t nearly as important as reading my book. Besides, I had to keep an eye on our sick cow, 
right? She was improving daily, but it wouldn’t hurt to be vigilant. That meant curling up on 
the veranda and peering through sheets of rain to make sure she was still standing. The book 
simply helped pass the time. 

I ripped off the tag and wriggled into my new jeans so I’d be ready to pick up my son from 
the bus. If I positioned myself carefully, a glance from page to paddock involved only eye 
muscles.  Spotting my bovine charge trudging toward the dam at the bottom of our 200-metre 
slope, I relaxed. I couldn’t imagine why she’d be thirsty; surely some of the torrential rain 
splashing onto her spine would have been absorbed. Still, she was up and she was moving. 

With my cow on her feet and the characters in my novel screaming for attention, I complied.  
My dutiful glances through the rain were frequent but, evidently, not fully registering. 

Each look showed that she had ambled closer to the wrong side of the dam – the tall, steep 
wall that was slowly eroding into the muddy pool below. I turned a page – my characters 
in full cliff-hanger-spine-tingling mode – 
and read another paragraph, but the words 
scrambled on the page. I tried again. 

As I stared at the print, reason trickled 
through. Cliff hanger. Steep wall, mud, mud 
and more mud. Sick cow.

Uh oh.
I jumped to my feet just in time to watch 

my recovering heifer tumble slowly down the 
bank and land with a splash into the brown 
depths below. Earthy waves pockmarked by 
fat raindrops swelled over her. 

I splashed out to the ute and tore down 
the driveway, wiping water from my face 
and relieved that my young son wasn’t in the 
car to hear my repetitive but eloquent use of 
language. I expected to see the dam disturbed 
only by rain, my beast presumably resting well 
beneath the surface. 

It was my lucky day. 
She was struggling through the deepest 

water and had almost reached the opposite 
side where she would be able to touch bottom. 
The rain was loud on my head, but her breathy 
bellows were louder. The back of the ute 
held a tangle of ropes and my fingers shook 
as I fumbled with the thick twists. Muttered 
oaths became screams as I tried to get the 
neighbours’ attention. They were always 
home.  

Except today.
Mud squelched through my toes as I raced 

to the shallow part of the dam, the pile of 
ropes dangling from my arms. What I’d do 
with them, I had no idea.  My cow was almost 
there, but she was tiring and her head slipped 
below the water. She re-surfaced, desperation 
in her eyes. I had no choice. 

The water was warm as it crept up my legs 
and hit my belly. The earth sucked at my feet, making each step a battle. She’d gone under 
again. I splashed toward the churning water.  

Now what? 
The turbulence moved past me and I felt slightly ridiculous as my head swivelled to follow 

its movements. In seconds, a gush of air burst through the surface and my cow heaved herself 
into shallower water. She collapsed, her body still submerged, but her snout was, thankfully, 
above the water line.  She glared at me, and I hung my head, sinking even further into the 
mud, water streaming from the tip of my nose.

I wallowed to the knee-high water at the edge of the dam and knelt in front of her. The 
glare receded with her energy and, as her head drooped, a new problem presented itself.  The 
water was still deep enough that, if she rested, her nostrils would be submerged. 

Her eyes closed and her head sank. Splash, bubble, snort. She lay still. She’d had enough. 
I slid closer and reached under the water, scrabbling for something, anything. I found an ear 
and trailed my fingers down her skull to her snout, lifting it free of the water. 

She opened resigned eyes and sighed. ‘Okay,’ she seemed to say. ‘I kept me alive long 
enough. Your turn.’

I shifted around to wake up my soggy feet and sat, resting her head on my knees. 
Rain pummelled my face and fat drops made a meaty sound as they hit my cow’s flank. 
In less than an hour I had to pick up my son at the bus. If I removed my knees from under 

her chin, my cow would drown. I needed help. Again, I tried the neighbours who were always 
home. I whistled, yelled, cooeed. They still weren’t home. 

It was up to me. If I could find something big enough to prop her head on, I could nip out 
to the bus stop and be back in 30 minutes. 

I scanned the area. A log perched precariously on the bank behind me. It shouldn’t take 
much to get it down to the water. I eased myself from under the matted chin. The cow startled 
and pierced me with that look. I wasn’t doing my part, apparently. 

I’d have to be quick. As soon as she forgot she was angry, she’d pass out again. I skittered 
up the bank and grabbed an end of the rotting log. I tugged. It wiggled. I tugged again. It 
wiggled a little more.

Splash. 
She was under. I slid down the bank on my backside and swept past her into the water, 

grabbing an ear on the way past. She jerked her head up and her indignant fury took over, so 
I could scramble back to the log. Over and over we did this, enabling me to dislodge the log a 
little more before each splash came. 

Aware that time was ticking away, I gave a mighty pull and the log finally oozed from its 
cradle. With little help from me it rolled down the bank, coming to a stop centimetres from 
the cow’s snout. She jerked her head back and I was saved from the glare as she focused her 
attention on the wayward timber. 

Positioning the log wasn’t difficult and soon, my knees had a life-saving replacement. I 
backed away to check my work. It was lumpy and probably much less comfortable than me, 

but it would work. Temporarily, anyway. I had to get my boy. 
I squelched back to the ute and slid behind the wheel. The roads were wet, the rain pelted 

the world, and I drove like a maniac. The cow’s life depended on it. 
My fingers drummed the steering wheel and I counted my heartbeats until the bus pulled 

up to our stop.
My son’s gaze swept over my mud-encrusted form. “Mum?” 
“Long story. As soon as we get home, call your dad. Tell him we need him. Now.”
My son chattered about his day on the quick trip home, but I didn’t hear a word until we 

pulled into the driveway. “The cow’s in the dam, Mum.”
“Yes, she is.”
“How can she breathe underwater like that?”
I heard no more. In seconds, I was racing toward the sodden brown lump. The level of the 

dam had risen. Twenty centimetres? Thirty? Enough to dislodge the log and send it floating 
to middle of the dam. 

The urgency leaked from my body. I’d lost 
her. Rain and possibly a tear ran down my 
face as I looked at the still mound. I barely 
noticed the small figure racing up the hill to 
call his father.

And then, like a bovine phoenix rising from 
the mist, she reared her sodden, magnificent 
head and snorted. She nailed her gaze to my 
face and thrilled me with her rage. She was 
still with us! I resumed my saviour stance and 
she plopped her head onto my knees like they 
were a favourite pillow. 

Seventy-three minutes later, as water 
lapped at my waist, my husband came home, 
tow rope in hand. We tied a strap around 
her neck and attached her to the four-wheel-
drive. My husband returned to his dry cab and 
lightly touched the accelerator. I returned to 
the saturated cow to keep an eye on things 
and give a controlled shriek if anything went 
wrong.  

The tow rope tensed, and the taut line 
quivered as the heifer emerged from the 
murky pool, a muddy monster with bulging 
eyes. When she was safely away from the edge 
of the dam, I yelled, heard the wrench of the 
hand brake, and the rope fell slack. The rain 
slowed to a drizzle.

With a final glare, my cow dropped her 
head and slept. I released her strap and coiled 
the tow rope as I trudged back toward the 
truck. The neighbour who was always home 
had returned and was striding down the road 
toward my husband. 

The afternoon to myself was over, and my 
book lay abandoned on the veranda. Even so, 
my cow survived, and I like to believe we grew 
closer after our ordeal. With jubilant thoughts 
of a hot shower and sadness at the state of my 

perfect new jeans, I reached my husband just as the neighbour did.
“What’s going on over here?” The neighbour asked. 
“All good now.” My husband shrugged. “I just had to leave work a little early to save a 

damn cow.”
My husband is the bravest man alive. 

This classic wet season yarn was the winning entry in the adult section of our 2018 Short 
Story Competition (Tall Tales and True of Kuranda Wet Seasons) published in our March 
2018 edition. March 2018 ended up being a 'wet' of biblical scale – a total of 1,216mm for 
the month, with 403mm recorded in 24 hours on 26 March. This made it the fifth highest 
monthly rainfall recorded at the Kuranda Railway Station since records began in 1898. So, 
while this 'wet' so far has been satisfyingly wet, in comparison it only seems 'damp'. 

Ann Harth is an author based at Speewah and a generous sharer of stories, for which we 
are grateful. You can read more of her stories, and find details of her books at  
www.annharth.com 

DAM COW
by Ann Harth, Speewah

"Rain" by Henri Hunsinger

Kuranda locals, Andrew and Kerstin Brown say they are now 
ready for the next chapter in their lives as they close their 
business, Collins Booksellers at Smithfield, at the end of 
January.

“After 33 years, we are retiring to put our feet up and read 
a few good books ourselves.”

Originally from England and Sweden respectively, 
Andrew and Kerstin have lived in FNQ since 1974 and 
owned AB Books in Smithfield for nine years before starting 
Collins Booksellers. AB Books was one of the very first local 
advertisers to come on board The Kuranda Paper, advertising 
in the very first edition in July 1991. They have also been very 
supportive of local authors, literary organisations and events 
for decades. 

“Over the years we’ve seen generations of families coming 
back to the store and have met some really lovely people,” 
Kerstin said.

She said they were looking forward to having more time 
to read for pleasure and relax. “We’ll be able to see the family 
more and get involved in the community.”

“We’re grateful to the local community for supporting our 
shop over the years.”

TIME TO 
TURN THE 
PAGE
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Contact Jax at Kuranda Conservation 4093 8834 or 
kurandaconservation@hotmail.com  
to purchase your cassowary stickers.

1 Pademelon Lane, Kuranda 4881 
Phone: 4093 8834  |  Email: kurandaconservation@hotmail.com 

www.kurandaconservation.org

The KCons Community Nursery is nearly always open!

The nursery is NEARLY ALWAYS OPEN. Having trouble 
keeping up with lawn mowing? When you get ahead of the 

weeds on steroids, now is the best time to plant for diversity. 
Remember, if you choose to plant non-natives, you are 

denying our native wildlife the food and habitat they need 
to thrive in. Wildlife is adaptable so it will make do with 

what’s available, but planting what they are adapted to is the 
most generous thing you can do.One important plant to get 
into the ground now is Lomandra. It’s excellent for holding 
embankments and stopping erosion. We have heaps of it.

** Two sturdy box trailers available  
for you to borrow 4093 8834 **

GRACE BELSON – OUR HERO (one of them at least)
Our Grace has always been a bright spark, but in her 
last year of school, she scored top marks. This opens 
impressive doors for her, at just about any university 
in Australia. She says she likes the idea of Mechanical 
Engineering and has been offered a number of places 
at a number of universities. It looks as if we’ll lose our 
highest achiever for some years but for a very good 
cause. Congratulations Grace. Well done!
DAWN EVANS – ANOTHER ONE OF OUR HEROES
Dawn lives opposite the bus depot, adjacent to the 
60-80kph overtaking lanes on the Kuranda Range 
Road going out of Kuranda towards Cairns. She can 
tell by the sound of the traffic if the cassowaries are 
crossing the road. The traffic slows, horns blare, tyres 
screech and sometimes rude words that cannot be 
repeated are barked. Dawn is out there, waving a 
Cassowary Crossing sign, and ushering the birds to 
safety. But recently she excelled in the time and care 
she gave to reuniting one of Elvis’s chicks with its 
father.
The story goes that Elvis arrived at Dawn’s place 
with only one chick. At the same time a call came 
in to report there was a chick in a garden in Butler 
Drive, TOTR. The chick was distressed and calling 
for its father. Dawn sprang into action, accompanied 
by Jax, and an attempt was made to catch the chick 
and reunite it with Elvis. That was not going to 
happen and the chick disappeared into the forest and 
could be heard in the distance. For two nights the 

COST: 
• Term time pack from $60 per person
• Casual rate from $5 per person 
Terms, conditions and additional costs apply

BOOKINGS: 
info@friendsofthereefassociates.com

FOTRA CLUB

Friends of the Reef Associates

Community activities, crafts and guiding

ABN 74 716 022 908

SCIENTISTS SHINE LIGHT ON ‘BRIGHT SPOTS’  
TO RESTORE COASTAL ECOSYSTEMS

CSIRO, Australia’s national science agency, has identified coastal ‘bright spots’ to repair marine ecosystems globally, paving 
the way to boost biodiversity, local economies and human wellbeing.

Doctor Megan Saunders, CSIRO Oceans and Atmosphere Senior Research Scientist, said successful coastal restoration 
efforts could be achieved over large areas, deliver positive impacts for decades, expand restored areas by up to 10-times in 
size and generate jobs.

“Coastal ecosystems across the globe including saltmarshes, mangroves, seagrasses, oyster reefs, kelp beds and coral reefs 
have declined by up to 85 per cent over decades,” Dr Saunders said.

“Identifying bright spots that have delivered successful coastal and marine restoration in the past enables us to apply this 
knowledge to help save marine areas that are struggling to recover from degradation.

“Re-establishing coastal marine ecosystems at large scales can support human health and wellbeing and boost the 
adaptation response to climate change.”

The research published on 22 December 2020 in the journal ‘Current Biology’ outlined successful restoration examples 
from across the world that could be learned from and implemented into similar marine environments.

“A range of techniques have resulted in significant restoration of saltmarshes, coral reefs and seagrass meadows over 
extended periods of time,” Dr Saunders said.

“In Australia, there are some really innovative examples of marine restoration.
“For example, CSIRO is harvesting coral larvae in the Great Barrier Reef to boost large-scale coral restoration efforts.
“Simple changes to how we plant saltmarshes have also resulted in doubled survivorship and biomass.”
At least 775 million people have a high dependency on coastal marine ecosystems. Coastal ecosystems help to remove 

carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and protect and stabilise shorelines. Coastal marine restoration is an important nature-
based answer to the impacts of global climate change.

“Restoration of coastal marine ecosystems back to a healthy state is an important tool for responding to threats to the 
marine environment such as coastal development, land use change and overfishing,” Dr Saunders said. 

The United Nations recognised the importance of the restoration and declared the Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 
to start from 2021. The UN panel for a Sustainable Ocean Economy also emphasised the need to undertake restoration and 
other nature-based approaches at large scales to restore and protect coastal ecosystems.

Professor Brian Silliman, co-author and CSIRO Distinguished Fulbright Chair in Science and Technology and Professor 
at Duke University, USA, said ‘bright spots’ gave us the window to understand which restoration methods worked best so we 
could identify where to focus research efforts and investment to protect people’s livelihoods.

“Investing into coastal restoration creates jobs and can be used as a strategy to boost economic recovery and coastal 
marine health,” Professor Silliman said.

“Restoration of marine habitats, such as kelp forests and oyster reefs, has improved commercial and recreational fishing 
in some countries, which boosted the local economy.

“In the USA, the propagation and dispersal of seagrass seeds resulted in seagrass meadows recovering in areas where 
they had been lost many decades ago, removing an estimated 170 tonnes of nitrogen and 630 tonnes carbon per year from 
the atmosphere.

“In another study, recovery of reefs impacted by blast fishing in Indonesia has been achieved by placing rocks or other 
hard structures underwater to help with coral colonisation, with persistent growth of coral recorded for more than 14 years.”

Doctor Chris Gillies, The Nature Conservancy’s Oceans Program Director and a co-author on the study, said demonstrating 
that projects could be successful was important for securing investment into restoration.

"We are starting to see more and more investment into marine restoration in Australia,” Dr Gillies said.
“For example, the Australian Government recently invested $20 million into ‘Reef Builder’ to restore 20 of Australia’s lost 

shellfish reefs.” The study was a collaboration between CSIRO, Duke University, The Nature Conservancy, The University of 
Queensland, University of New South Wales and the Sydney Institute for Marine Science. 
Source: CSIRO

chick spent time on its own. On the third day, Dawn 
excitedly reported that the lost chick had arrived 
at her place and she hoped Elvis and the other 
chick would come by and they’d find each other. 
Fortunately the lost chick stayed put at Dawn’s place 
overnight and next morning Elvis arrived. Dawn was 
ecstatic. Unceremoniously, they wandered off as if 

nothing had happened. The cassowaries were OK but 
the rest of us were in emotional tatters. Thank you, 
Dawn, for all the care, consideration and time you 
give to protecting our cassowaries.
REVEGETATING IN SPEEWAH 
It’s our great privilege to be taking part in the 
revegetation of a large property in Ganyan Drive, 
Speewah. We’ll be supplying and planting trees to 
provide habitat for cassowaries – already sighted. 
Speewah is an interesting place because it is on the 
ecotone of two distinct vegetation types. You can 
almost draw a line between them. On one side of 
the line there is the rainforest to the east and south. 
On the other side is the drier sclerophyll forest. One 
of the reasons for this sudden change is the change 
in soil type which increases the opportunity for 
fire in the sclerophyll forest which, in turn, restricts 
rainforest species. This zone with both types of forest 
is rich with wildlife because it's rich with vegetation 
types. The property to be revegetated is within this 
ecotone zone so we’ll be choosing the trees carefully. 
Right tree in the right place!
WE’RE ALL HAVING SNAKES
The calls to catch snakes from chook houses and 
around homes are frequent at the moment. Lots of 
pythons all looking for a feed. Don’t hesitate to call 
Jax 4093 8834 or Miss Hiss Reptiles 0447 888 872 
if you cannot cope with having them nearby. They’re 
just hanging around, doing their thing and pose no 
threat to you.

Meet the new guy in town. We've named him Erik. He's been seen 
on many properties from Greenhills Road to Barron Falls Road 
and everywhere in between. Please call it in if you see him so we 
can keep track of his movements. Photo: Matt Smith
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THAI KAI CAFE
TAKEAWAY OR DINE IN

Wednesday to Saturday  
4 –7.30pm

Closed Sunday, Monday & Tuesday  

**Bookings required for dining**

The Red House, 24 Coondoo St, Kuranda
Phone 4093 8770

OPENING HOURS

BYO

SPICY LENTIL SUMMER ROLLS (vegan, gluten-free) via www.sproutpeople.org

Makes 6

INGREDIENTS: 
6 rice paper wraps. Filling: ½ cup coriander sprigs (substitute parsley or mint if preferred), 
1¼ cup grated carrots, 1¼ cup grated beets, 1 large avocado skinned, seeded and diced, 1½ 
cups sprouted lentils, 1-2 tbsp sriracha (chilli sauce), 1 tbsp toasted (dark) sesame oil, pinch 
of salt. 

METHOD: Set up workspace. You need a bowl of warm water and a damp, clean tea towel 
to work on. Combine all the filling ingredients. Taste and adjust as desired. Working one roll 
at a time: put the rice wrap flat into the large bowl of warm water, being careful to not let it 
curl up, until it is just soft, about one minute. Lay the wrap down on the tea towel. Down the 
centre, like a burrito, layer one sixth portion of the filling. Fold over the top and bottom ends 
over the filling, tuck the right flap over and then roll to close. Repeat with remaining wraps. 
If you need to make the rolls a few hours before a party. Arrange the fresh summer rolls in 
a single layer on a serving tray. Rinse and wring out your tea towel in cool water and cover 
the rolls if you are planning to eat within the hour. Leftovers can be individually wrapped in 
plastic but refrigeration can make them rubbery – so fresh made is best made!

With heat and increased humidity the challenges of storing non-perishable foods ramp up. 
And it comes at a time when we are most at risk of having food supply chains disrupted by 
flooding and cyclonic activity. Fifty years ago when I moved to Kuranda the supply chains 
were far weaker as almost everything came by truck and with a smaller resident population 
in the Far North at the time, the big suppliers weren’t as quick to shift to air freight or barges 
as they are now, to overcome the closure of roads from the south. We now have a far more 
reliable, all year round, supply of fresh fruit and vegetables, grains, proteins and other kitchen 
necessities which means that for most households we no longer need to hold many weeks of 
food items in our homes. We do, however, need to find ways to keep what we have free of 
mould and pests and as fresh as possible for as long as possible. 

Keeping many staples such as flour, rice, nuts, dried fruit, and any opened jars from swift 
decay in the tropics, means resorting to strategies people in 'civilised' climes would never 
use. The fridge and freezer are your best friend. Spices are best kept in sealed containers in 
the freezer, or fridge, in sealable bags or containers. Beware of condensation which forms on 
the outside of freezer containers – if it gets into your spices it can spoil them. Clare Richards, 
in her excellent book ‘Tropical Cuisine’ recommends wrapping containers in a dry tea towel 
to take out of the freezer, using a dry spoon to quickly remove required spice, and returning 
sealed container to the freezer. Even tea can go mouldy so the freezer or fridge is the best 
place for storing that as well. 

Another staple which can quickly go mouldy is fresh bread. If you make your own or have 
access to fresh baked, only make or buy enough for a couple of days. If any is left over after 
that time, freeze as backups. It’s very important not to be tempted to leave items like butter 
or milk sitting out between meals or any cooked food out overnight, even for less than hour, 
as spoilage is not only a waste but a health hazard. 

Summer is fruit paradise. But local vegetable growers can find this time challenging 
because the heat can cause herbs and salad greens to bolt and heavy rain can damage crops. 
Snap up fresh local greens whenever you find them, try some of the lesser known tropical 
greens which thrive during the Wet. Of course, these days unless there’s a major interruption 
to supply you can find most greens of choice all year round, but they can be expensive and not 
always as fresh as you’d like. This year might be the year to consider establishing a perennial 
tropical greens garden, a great addition to healthy tropical living. 

Also consider exploring the world of sprouting. Nothing says fresh like home grown 
sprouts. Most people have come across alfalfa, mung and sunflower sprouts but there are 
so many more varieties out there. Sprouts add extra flavour, texture and of course nutrition, 
to any meal - be it a humble salad, sandwich or wrap, stir fry, as a topping on a curry, pasta 

dish, or many of the other exciting uses such as savoury pancakes, pakoras or fritters. My 
personal favourites at the moment are Dr Vogel’s Red Rambo Radish sprouts and his Lentils 
sprouts. Both are available locally at Foodworks (where the garden seeds are) as are his very 
handy sprouting jars. Of course you can use any jar with some gauze and a rubber band but 
I find these jars, with their handy lids with a ‘ foot’ to keep them inclined and draining, very 
effective. As with everything in the Wet, when humidity regularly sits at 80% plus, you need 
just the right amount of moisture – I usually start my sprouts by putting one tablespoon of 
seeds in the jar, covering with cold water and leaving overnight. In the morning I fill the jar 
with water to overflow and incline to drain. Next day rinse in the morning and at night and 
lay the jar flat near a window but away from heat and direct light, so the seeds have room to 
grow. Your sprouts should be ready to go by day three. Rinse, drain and refrigerate. Start your 
next lot. Grow Your Own and Enjoy!. Enjoy! Queenobeans 

The wet season kitchen 
and pantry

Keeping it fresh

step-by-step to saving your own seeds…

digestive issues.
And yes, arrowroot as in arrowroot flour and the famous Arrowroot biscuits, produced 

in the past from commercial arrowroot crops grown until 1965 (why not now?) in south-east 
Queensland by a man called G.H. Burke who developed a special mechanical harvester for 
the job.

You can make flour out of the one-year-old tubers by grating or shredding them and 
mixing them with water. The fibrous pulp separates from the starch, which is then dried, and 
forms large granules. Arrowroot is glossy and transparent when cooked, unlike potato starch.

The foliage provides great biomass for chop and drop, and quickly reshoots—amazing to 
see...the flowers are lovely too. Arrowroot leaves and crushed rhizomes are great nutritious 
fodder for animals. The rhizomes are easy to divide and produce, just set them in the shade 
for a couple of days to harden and plant them in all your garden beds as a beautiful plant 
and soil-builder. It can grow up to two metres tall and can be used as a wind-break to shelter 
smaller plants in the vegetable garden. If a row of arrowroot, lemongrass, and comfrey is 
carefully grown it can form an impenetrable edge to invasive grasses.

We have arrowroot seeds available in the seedbank, and often have arrowroot corms to 
share at our meetings. Please contact seedsavers@kurandaregion.org for information on 
meetings (next at Suzana's in Kuranda 21 February) and to access mailout and seedlists. 

Queensland Arrowroot (canna edulis c.indica): canna means reed, edulis means edible, and 
indica connects the plant with India). This plant has its origins in South America and the 
West Indies and is closely related to other beautiful flowering cannas, though it also develops 
large tuberous edible rhizomes. It has been domesticated in the Andean region, and is now 
a popular root crop throughout South America, including as a market vegetable known as 
Achira in Peru and Argentina.

It survives through harsh winters and snow, as well as everything the tropics can throw 
at them, and is a great multi-purpose survivor plant in any garden or syntropic system. 
Young leaves are eaten as a vegetable in Ecuador, and the leaves are used as a food-
wrapper throughout Asia and the Pacific. The young rhizomes can be used like potato, and 
can also be eaten raw when very young. It is excellent food for infants and for people with  

The Kuranda Paper is a  
not-for-profit publication. 

Profits generated by 
advertising support local 
community groups and 

projects. 
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It’s 2021 and Grinter is armed to the teeth with resolution.
Or was it resolutions? Doesn’t matter, I’m onto it. I’ve got die 

hard resolutions, and I’m resolved to be resolute in my adherence 
to ridiculous goals that will last till the end of February then 
fade into the Never Never, or I might put them in the Bring 
Forward file for Jan 2022. 

My first resolution is to have this column written 
before deadline. I’ve already failed miserably this 
month, but I can’t put that one in the BF file. I’ve had a 
whole two months to think about it, and I still failed. 
I resolve never to tell myself I failed.

The second one is to use my voice recorder to 
capture all the amazingly interesting or witty things 
I say to my dogs, because sometimes they make 
me laugh (not the dogs, my witticisms), so they 
might make you laugh too, but not only does the 
spontaneity disappear when you record yourself, 
I could be certified and incarcerated if I’m caught, 
especially on those occasions when I guffaw at my 
own drollness.

I did make a resolution to record what I intend to 
do for the day, so that I don’t arrive somewhere and 
forget what I came for. I suppose some people make 
shopping lists. Perhaps I should try that, but then I need a 
To Do list to tell me not to forget the shopping list. 

Another very important one. I’m not going to push the 
toaster lever down for a second time to reheat the toast. I’ve 
burned so many calories this way, which might sound good, but it’s 
costing me money. 

I’m not going to plan the weekend, because planned weekends always 
result in working weekends.

I’m going to stand my ground. Don’t walk towards me with your head down laughing at 
the text your best mate just sent, hoping the waves of people walking towards you will part 
like the Red Sea. I’m not moving. I am not the Red Sea. In 2021, I am the Great Barrier Reef. 
I can see you coming a mile off, because I have my new glasses if I remembered to bring them. 
That’s another resolution.

My eyes are glued on the top of your head and I shouldn’t be able to see the top of your 
head if you were watching where you’re going instead of glued to your mobile. If you break a 
nail as we collide, don’t worry, I have superglue, and I’ll repair your nail tout suite, and then 
stick your mobile to your nose so you can look ahead AND at your phone simultaneously. Just 
remind me to stick it on the right way around. I’m feeling kinda handy in 2021, the barrels are 
smokin’. So stick your mobile back in its holster and move on, but not through or over me.

My father used to say you could tell a person’s character by whether they stepped aside as 
you walked towards them or walked straight at you in the expectation you’ll move. 

It’s the same on narrow rural roads.
You want to push me onto the verge? I don’t mind that, after all I have a big ute and 

you have a little, low sedan. My pleasure. But I started counting how many big rigs bearing 
stickers like “667 I’m evil and then some” or “As a matter of fact I DO own the road” just keep 
on coming with absolutely no intention of parting company with the tarmac. 

I’ve also started counting how many people were capable of raising a solitary digit in 
thanks when I moved off the road on their behalf. None. Not one single one in months. How 
hard is it to smile, or nod, or flash your lights, or tip your car onto two wheels as you drive 

past me, like a pilot’s wing wave? Go on, give me a blink, a nod, raise a 
finger (no, not that one) or SMILE!

I mean, aside from anything, do you know how much younger, 
more beautiful, more handsome, more likeable you are when 

you smile? Doesn’t it brighten your day when someone smiles 
at you? It does mine, especially from a stranger. Too many 

grumps around these days.
As 18 year olds spending a few days in Paris my 

schoolfriend and I met two guys. One was a lovable 
character, short, funny and very appealing because he 
had personality, the other was a sure fire ringer for 
John Travolta, maybe wider in the face, and super 
cool, or he thought he was. He was the taller of the 
two, and it looked like I was saddled with him, but 
there was just something weird about him I couldn’t 
fathom. 

“Why do you smile without smiling?”, I asked, 
being my normal, super tactless, direct self. He just 
gave a weird grimace as if he was holding something 
in his mouth he didn’t want to swallow. If it had been 

2021, I would have asked him if he had just had Botox, 
but it wasn’t and he hadn’t. Later, we were in a bar, and 

from the pocket of his immaculate jeans, he extracted a 
little tin of Vaseline and applied it to the lower part of his 

face without shame as he finally admitted, “I don’t want to 
get wrinkles”. I left him on one of the 300 steps of Monmartre 

hours later, as he liberally greased his face in the drizzle of a 
Parisian afternoon, like a surf life saver armed with zinc. He was only 

about 20 and I pictured him being so loaded with lubricant by the age of 
30 his face would end up like a Shar Pei. 

Anyway, back to the resolutions. Another one is to smile more and disarm grumpy 
people. Sometimes people just don’t expect you to smile and it can totally turn their day 
around. It was my greatest weapon in combatting my brother’s bullying as a kid. A smile 
when he was at his most annoying used to send him into a fury that was fascinating in its 
intensity, and very satisfying, until he tried to strangle me on one occasion when I smiled and 
threw my little pot of chocolate mousse skywards so he couldn’t pinch it. 

“Boys sometimes just don’t know their own strength,” my mother said as she studied the 
marks on my neck and told me off for getting chocolate mousse on her kitchen ceiling. Her 
words were so reassuring. I never ate mousse after that but it didn’t stop me smiling in the 
face of anger as aside from nearly being murdered by my own brother, and losing a mousse I 
had craved all day, I won.

Just one of life’s lessons, I suppose. Or maybe ‘A fool and his mousse are soon parted’. 
But seriously, I have a little saying as the header on my Facebook page lately, and I love it. 

‘Use your smile to change the world, don’t let the world change your smile’.
We are in challenging times, but we are luckier than many. My own mother has been 

positively tested for COVID recently, and at 93 in care in the UK, we can only pray her 
stoicism will see her through this huge challenge. I can’t even smile at her, as she won’t get 
on the computer unless she really has to, so I can only smile at her image, and memories, and 
hope she feels the love.

Go smile at someone. After all, we survived 2020 and Trump has gone. The alternative 
might not be perfect, but hey, you can’t have everything.



22     February 2021  |  The Kuranda Paper

Kuranda Rangers Football Club

2021 SIGN ON – Saturday 13 February

SATURDAY 13 FEBRUARY
10am – 12noon

Want to be a Ranger?
Junior sign on for ages U6–U12

Kuranda Rangers registration 
will be open soon! 

Follow us on Facebook to  
keep up to date on registration 
details, club fees and training.

Kuranda Recreation Centre,  
Fallon Rd, Kuranda

Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (KNC) 
Operated by Kuranda Information  

& Support Centre Assoc. Inc. 

6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda 
PO Box 170, Kuranda Qld 4881
P. 4093 8933  |  F. 4093 8607  

E. coordinator@kurandanc.org.au

Neighbourhood Centre News February 2021

Baby First Aid: A two hour session will be held at the Nest on Wednesday 10 March for 
parents. It is an unaccredited session to cover specific baby and young child first aid concepts. 
The session is free with any donations going to the Neighbourhood Centre for resources/
programs. For additional information please contact us on 4093 8933 or just drop in.

SCAM/PHISING ALERT!: During the Pandemic, there has been an increase in scams. 
These are through phone calls (cold/unsolicited calls) to mobiles and landlines, through 
text messages and through emails. Often people are pretending to be from government 
departments or companies including Centrelink, the Australian Tax Office, Telstra, Optus, 
Vodaphone or any banks. If you receive such calls, ask for a name and return phone number 
and DO NOT PROVIDE ANY DETAILS ESPECIALLY YOUR DRIVER’S LICENCE OR 
PASSPORT NUMBER TO ANYONE. If you have provided any details such as bank account 
details, Centrelink Reference Numbers, Date of Birth, Residential or Postal Address you 
should report this immediately to ID Care www.idcare.org or call 1800 595 160. ID Care 
suggest also to call the Australian Cyber Security Centre www.cyber.gov.au. Police advice is 
report online to Scam Watch www.scamwatch.gov.au/about-scamwatch/contact-us 

Also, if you have provided your Centrelink and Medicare card details you will need to contact 
‘Scams and Identity Fraud’ section through the Department of Human Services 1800 941 126. 
If you require assistance with any of this, please call or drop into the Centre.

Service Continuity and COVID-19 Protocols Update: The Kuranda Neighbourhood 
Centre remains operating on pre COVID-19 opening hours – Mon-Thu 9-5 and Fri 9-1. KNC 
must comply with the COVID-19 Plan required by government, informed by QLD Health. 
This means we still require social distancing, hygiene (hand sanitiser and disinfectant wipes 
in public areas), number limitations and contact tracing protocols to be maintained. KNC now 
has a QR code for easy online check in or we have manual sheets to record your information. 
These protocols are in place until we are instructed by Qld Health that they can be relaxed. 
Please do not attend the Centre if you have any symptoms such as fever, cough, runny nose, 
shortness of breath, have come into contact with someone who has COVID-19 or if you have 
returned from a hotspot or overseas within the past 14 days. 

Empowered Parents In Community (EPIC): This parents group has restarted on 
Wednesday mornings. COVID-19 protocols are implemented including contact tracing. The 
group meets from 9am in the Nest (Garage at the rear of the centre carpark).

Grandma’s Cuppa Group: The grandmas have returned to the NEST. This is a casual 
meet from around 10am. Please contact coordinator@kurandanc.org.au or phone 4093 8933 
if you want to know more.

Street Pantry: The Street Pantry is located at the front of the KNC building and is open 
24/7 for people to donate nonperishable food or for others to take items as needed. Donations 
greatly appreciated.

Rosemary Coward was an excellent cook, particularly when it came to biscuits. She had been 
taught special secrets by her grandmother Merri, who was renowned in the family for her 
delicious recipes.

A chance meeting with a young Australian backpacker introduced Rosemary to Anzac 
biscuits. She loved the simple recipe and the delicious taste. Never one to stop experimenting, 
Rosemary played with the original recipe and came up with a new biscuit that all her friends 
agreed was the best biscuit they had ever tasted. One of these friends worked for a biscuit 
company and soon an agreement was made and before long, Rosemary’s biscuits went into 
production.

A name for the biscuits was discussed and Rosemary insisted that the product be called 
‘Coward Anzacs’ in honour of her grandmother and to acknowledge the original recipe. The 
biscuits went into production and became a roaring success all around the world – except in 
Australia and New Zealand.

Sales were extremely slow and there were immediate complaints about the name of the 
biscuits. An organisation called the RSL was particularly vocal and demanded the name 
be changed. No one doubted that the biscuits were delicious, but the name was considered 
offensive. Members and families of military service personnel across both lands argued that 
the name was hurtful and insulting to a culture that was integral to the history of their nations.  

Popular commentators were outraged at the suggestion of a name change. “This is political 
correctness gone mad” they squealed, “It’s just the family name of the inventor, her name is 
Coward for goodness sake” they whined. Despite their efforts, sales remained poor and the 
biscuit company realised the controversy was hurting their brand. Rosemary was consulted 
and it was agreed to change the name to ‘Merri Anzacs’ in honour of her grandmother.

A short story by
Malcolm Frost, 
Speewah

Cheese and 
Biscuits

Possum Corner Op Shop Kuranda 
Winners Mareeba Shire  

Community Service Award Australia Day 2021 

CONGRATULATIONS
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ABN 26 435 200 830

Russell Slater
Electrical Contractor

Electrical Installations and repairs to
  all types of electrical and marine equipment

Specializing in repairs to generators, pumps  
and hot water systems 

No job too small
Discount for pensioners

Phone 4093 8900
email bem@bomatu.com.au

Experienced  *  Reliable  *  Local  *   Professional
Electrical Contractors Lic. No. 66658

www.kurandaamphitheatre.org 
support@kurandaamphitheatre.zendesk.com
Kuranda Amphitheatre

Come join our circle at

Kuranda DanceKuranda Dance
We celebrate movement
We connect community
We create in the moment

Class every Thursday 6pm
at Kuranda Amphitheatre
Lisa  0409 367 967

A happy new year and a prosperous 2021 to everyone!
What a year that was. As with everything in 2020, the Amphitheatre struggled to get 

through it. Two major concerts cancelled was a crushing blow for a not-for-profit community 
group which relies on hired events to survive. 

However, the Amphitheatre was fortunate in gaining funding through Arts Queensland. 
Play Local provided funding for local performers only. Kuranda Spring Recovery Day was a 
beautiful day spent on the terraces enjoying live, local music.

Live Music Venue Support, again through Arts Queensland, provided funding which 
assisted with paying some of the bills! And what a huge relief that was for a few months.

Thank you to the groups and community members who were able to return to the 
venue, when COVID restrictions eased, on a weekly and casual basis and continue into 
2021 – TRACQS, Kuranda Tribal Dance, Kuranda Choir, Fusion Dance, Buluwai Indigenous 
Corporation, AlphaOmegaDogs and to those who continually lend their support to the venue. 
We look forward to working with you all this year.

It’s that time of year again folks – the Annual General Meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday 28th February in the Top Pavilion at 4pm. 

Nomination forms for voluntary management positions (must be a 2020 financial 
member) will be available at the Honey House Kuranda from Sunday 14 February and are 
to be returned by Friday 26 February, by close of business. Volunteering is a great way to 
contribute to community, providing a variety of benefits and making a difference.

Working Bees in 2021 will again be on the second Sunday of the month, weather 
permitting. A yummy lunch and refreshments are provided and the first couple will obviously 
be in the gardens cleaning up after a beaut little wet season!

The Amphitheatre evolved after a small meeting in the scrub in 1979 and after a lot of 
hard work from volunteers of the Kuranda community became an incorporated association 
in 1981. So this year marks the official 40 years of age, that’s 40 years of volunteering from 
our small town to maintain a world-renowned venue. One which is unique in Australia as 
the only 100% voluntarily built, managed, staffed and loved not-for-profit community group 
with a venue surrounded by World Heritage Rainforest and the ability to throw a darn good 
party for a few thousand people. Keep a look out for the birthday plans coming up this year!

2021 Membership Forms are available at the Honey House Kuranda and a massive shout 
out to the Honey House for always being ready to support the Amphitheatre. The latest 
fundraiser is Kuranda Amphitheatre hand sanitiser, available at a special price at the Honey 
House.

Kuranda Amphitheatre 
Society Inc. 

Annual General 
Meeting

Sunday 4pm  
28 February 2021

at Top Pavilion Kuranda Sound Shell/Kuranda Amphitheatre plan by the late Robin Dods.  
Image: May 1980 Kuranda Village News.  

First meeting to establish the Kuranda Sound Shell/Kuranda Amphitheatre.  
Photo: late Robin Dods. August 1979 Kuranda Village News.  

BLAST FROM T HE PAST



24     February 2021  |  The Kuranda Paper

 

House/Shed Pads, Land/Site Clearing 
Rock Retaining Walls 

Driveway/Roadway Excavation  

The Focus on Kuranda 
Photography Group 
is a Facebook group for 
photographers of all levels. 
Photos featured here have 
received the most 'likes' for 
the previous month (at the 
time of going to print). 

"Always drawn by the beauty and charm of this little Musky Rat 
kangaroo. So lucky that they come within a metre of the door."  
by Tim Trim  
(9 January 2021) 

"Just another Koah sunrise" by Ranjini Rusch  
(16 December 2020) 

january

december
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0402 537 952

Laurence Capocchi
Your local guy looking after your TV problems

All with a friendly  smile!

• New Antenna Installations
• VAST and Satellite Installations

• NBN - Wifi Networks
• Data, TV and Phone Outlets

• Home Theatre & Sound Systems

Antenna Guy
Laurence

laurence.antennaguy@gmail.com

ALL CONCRETE WORKS

• Domestic & Commercial
• Driveways & Slabs

Servicing Kuranda, Cairns and Tableland
since 1991

FOR A FREE QUOTE
PHONE BRETT
Ph: 4093 9528

6 Butler Drive, Kuranda

0408 187 995

Servicing all areas of
• Kuranda • Speewah • Koah • Mareeba

FREE NO-OBLIGATION QUOTES
Joe Gundrum 0438 587 753

LOCAL KURANDA 
PLUMBER & GASFITTER

Over 20 years experience in the concrete industry
Kuranda resident for 18 years

2020 began for Kuranda/Myola Rural Fire Brigade with deployments to NSW and ACT, by Third Officer Adrian Church, 
Second Officer Savannah Chibnall and First Officer Baz Child. The scenes of devastation we witnessed humbled everybody 
on the teams. 

Bushfire is a naturally occurring phenomenon and cannot be eliminated, however we need to work together to reduce the 
impacts as much as possible. Bushfire prevention is the responsibility of everyone. All community members must take actions 
to reduce the consequences of unplanned bushfires. 

To this end we accomplished the most extensive hazard reduction program ever with about 2,000Ha of fuel cool burnt. 
Mainly in state forest but also on private properties. The native regeneration of these managed areas is evident. 

Collaboration with QPWS, Bulmba Rangers and HQ Plantations has been excellent, as too was workshopping with Victor 
Steffensen. We look forward to deeper ties as we care for country into the future.

Later in the year emergency response was very intense west of us at Springmount, Arriga and Mareeba. I am enormously 
proud of how our team reacted and applied themselves in challenging conditions.

Lastly of course was another successful Operation Rudolph with the biggest turn out of emergency services we have ever 
had. The kids loved the crazy sirens and sweets.

SMOKE SIGNALS

KURANDA/MYOLA
RURAL FIRE BRIGADE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday 17 March 7pm
424 Myola Road

Public welcome

Godfrey Road fire, Mareeba 5 November 2020. 
Photo: Savannah Chibnall

Left: Traditional Fire 
Management workshops on 
Country are rewarding. We 
were fortunate to have the 
knowledge and experience of 
Victor Steffensen.

Below: Operation Rudolph 
December 2020

Photos: Baz Child

by Baz Child, First Officer.
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Astrology
The Stars in february

Rob hart

by

Resident Astrologer & Tarot Card Reader
Kuranda Heritage Markets
4093 0218 or 0499 548 456

Very, very Aquarian. At one point, including Sun and 
Moon, we have six planets in Aquarius! That’s probably 
a unique configuration and coming, as it does, as 
we transition from the Age of Pisces into the Age of 
Aquarius, then it doesn’t get any more “Aquarian” than 
this. Have you noticed, already, a growing sense of 
individual empowerment? 

As we expand towards our highest potential, 
our expansion can merge with a sense of unity and 
humanitarian idealism. We become who we are. 
Technology serves us and our own so-called magical 
powers begin to become activated as our frequencies 
rise and merge: telepathy, synchronicity and 
manifestation of our visions, become more and more 
activated. 

Ultimately, of course, we transcend all the 
technological gizmos that so impress us now. No longer 
needed ... but the Age of Aquarius will be a 2,500 year 
era so it may take a little while. But it’s the only way 
that we can evolve now until the world and humanity is 
truly a unity. The “six planets in Aquarius” window is 
the turning point. 

As if to join in celebration, on 11 February the Sun 
and Moon are together (New Moon) at 23° Aquarius, 
and Venus and Jupiter, the “benefics” symbols of love, 
beauty, wisdom and good fortune are together at 12° 
Aquarius with Mercury coming back (retrograding) 
to join them. Saturn bringing up the rear – filtering 
out anything too outrageous by making a square 90° 
aspect to Uranus at 7° Taurus. That’s an interesting 
one: Saturn is the ancient traditional ruler, and Uranus 
is the modern ruler of Aquarius: the handbrake and the 
turbocharger kind of cancelling out anything too wild 
and Aquarian-weird but not stuck in the past beliefs or 
limitations… 

Strange timing, but anything (or anybody) truly 
Aquarian is always a little strange with undefined 
edges and boundaries that shimmer and shift. Think 
of the pure electromagnetic symbol of Aquarius (insert 
Aquarian symbol), lines of current and magnetism with 
no defined beginning or ending. Potential. And this is 
what it’s all about: potential – take yourself to the limit 
and look over the edge. Donald Trump certainly did! 

Mars is moving through Taurus all month – working 
in the garden doing physical jobs in an earthy way and 
grafting to enhance fruitfulness. 

The Full Moon on 27 February, in Virgo, coincides 
with Venus entering Pisces – all very dreamy; 
devotional, ritualistic and sacred – a nice vibe to see 
out the month and to blend with the more “scientific” 
Aquarian over-vibe, “do what thou wilt”... 

With Mars trine to Pluto, in the earth signs around 
25 January, obstacles explode; disintegrate and cracks 
become chasms as the new energy-waves ripple in. 
Anger is not productive; controlled demolitions are. 
The path is now open… 

Blessings

“I met an old friend at CWA
And created memories of a fun day,

When time came to pack up
We resolved to catch up.

I could've written her name down, eh?”
Krishna Buhler

Looking for things to do? Join the cwa

KURANDA BRANCH
20 Thongon Street
Email: qcwakurandabranch1@gmail.com
Booking Agent: Sandra McCorry 0447 737 415

What do you do in your spare time? In my spare time I thought I would try something new. Why not poetry? Must be my 
part-Irish heritage. Who said crafts focused on knitting? My mum, Diane Francis, who died recently, was a speech and drama 
teacher who enjoyed poetry, and yes, she visited Kuranda from New Zealand during the 30 years I’ve lived here.

Activities
Our next Activities/Craft morning will be at 9am on 17 February. These social sessions are held every third Wednesday of 

the month. This is an opportunity to socialise, share crafts – a bit of art therapy! There is always a cuppa and someone to chat 
to. We are putting up a Trading Table (donations welcome) to raise funds through QCWA for domestic violence and breast 
cancer. All welcome. Join us. Contact Christine 0427 535 916 for more information.

Future planning
On Wednesday 20 January, we held a special forward planning meeting to explore how our branch can meet outstanding 

community needs in 2021. 

COVID-19
Please note that although we have increased our capacity to about 40 for gathering in the hall, we assure you adherence to 

QCWA COVID-19 compliance still applies. One hour and all-day bookings are available. Contact Sandra for bookings.

Raffle winners
Congratulations to those very happy people who won and received their prizes in the CWA pre-Christmas raffle drawn on 

18 December.

Kuranda Paper volunteer folders on an early Thursday 
morning in the early 1990s in front of the old Post Office 
on Thongon Street, Kuranda. 
L-R: Quentin Francis (my sister), Joan Dods, Kay Loftes, 
Robin Dods, Krishna Buhler, Diane Francis (my mum). 
The volunteer paper folding continues to this day. 
Photo: Krishna Buhler

THIRTY YEARS STRONG 
The Kuranda Media Association was formed in 1991 to 
“provide means of open communication in order to promote 
the spirit of community involvement and reflect the ongoing 
aspirations of the residents of the Kuranda area” and “by 
example, using the vehicle of a community focused newspaper 
– collated by volunteers and supported financially by local 
business through advertising, in order to promote various 
clubs, interest groups, environmental, community and social 
issues in the Kuranda District”. Thus The Kuranda Paper 
was born, in July 1991. An audacious idea by a handful of 
community members, in an age of no internet, with no home, 
phone, fax or budget. 

Thanks to hundreds of volunteers over many years and 
the crucial support of our advertisers, we are stronger than 
ever—even a pandemic couldn’t stop us publishing Kuranda 
news and views.

The Kuranda Media Association held its 29th Annual 
General Meeting on 10 December 2020. Our 2021 
Management Committee is: President: Krishna Buhler 
(founding member back on the Committee some 20 odd 
years later), Vice President: Nettie O’Connell, Treasurer: 
Gayle Hannah, Secretary: Trish Green, Members 
Representative: Toni Rogers. Many thanks to outgoing 
President, Michelle Murray-Beckman. 

One area where we really do need some help for our 
long-serving volunteers is in the task of paper folding 
(2,700 papers need to be quarter-folded in quick time after 
our 6.30am delivery, ready for delivery into post and letter 
boxes). This is truly a job where many hands make light 
work. Paper folders are needed for just a couple of hours 
from 6.30am on (usually) the last Thursday of the month. 
There is lively debate, jokes , the odd song … and a free cuppa 
of your choice from Sprout afterwards on us. If you want to 
join the legendary Kuranda Paper Folders please email us at 
mail@kurandapaper.com 
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The Uniting Church in Australia
NORTHERN CAIRNS

‘Prayer as Conversation’

All welcome to the  
Northern Cairns Uniting Church

37 Cheviot Street, Smithfield
Ph 4055 6157

P | 4091 1125 E | atherton.parish@cairns.catholic.org.au
W | athertoncatholicparish.com

Serviced by the Tablelands Parish

Sunday Mass: 5pm
Wednesday Mass: 6pm  

(first Wednesday of each month)

20 Barang Street, Kuranda

First Baha’is in Australia

“Now the new age is here and creation is reborn. Humanity 
hath taken on new life. The autumn hath gone by, and the 
reviving spring is here. All things are now made new. Arts 
and industries have been reborn, there are new discoveries 
in science, and there are new inventions; even the details 
of human affairs, such as dress and personal effects—even 
weapons—all these have likewise been renewed. The laws 
and procedures of every government have been revised. 

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH FROM THE BAHA'I FAITH

All enquiries welcome.
0419 632 286 | 4093 9571 | bahai.org.au
The Baha'i Community of Mareeba/Kuranda

Meditations/Reflections, Morning Prayers and Study Circles and other face to face Baha’i meetings. 
Our weekly prayers are at 8 am every Thursday morning in lower Therwine Street Kuranda followed by coffee
Study circles are now happening in Kuranda, open to all interested, no cost. 
Other functions are occurring in Kuranda. Functions in Mareeba, as well as elsewhere on the Tablelands, are 
open for all those interested.

Renewal is the order of the day. 
And all this newness hath its source in the fresh outpourings 
of wondrous grace and favour from the Lord of the Kingdom, 
which have renewed the world. The people, therefore, must 
be set completely free from their old patterns of thought, that 
all their attention may be focused upon these new principles, 
for these are the light of this time and the very spirit of this 
age.” 
(Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá)

SUNDAY 
8am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist

5pm Evening Prayer

TUESDAY 
9am Holy Communion

SPECIAL SERVICE – ASH WEDNESDAY 
Wednesday 17 February

5pm Holy Communion 

ACTIVITIES
Study Group 

POSSUM CORNER OP SHOP
8.30am to 12.30pm Monday to Saturday

Enquiries to Chris Wright 
Phone: 4093 8735

Email: wrightc@iig.com.au

This month we read from The Gospel according to St Mark 
Chapter 1 verse 14-20

As Jesus once called people in the midst of their working 
hours, so he can speak to us.

We never know when the course of our lives will be 
changed by something that happens outside our lives. It 
happens here with Jesus. For nearly twenty years he had 
presumably led an ordinary life in Nazareth. It is obvious 
from the person we encounter in the Gospels that those early 
years were really far from ordinary. There was the cultivation 
of a deep intimacy with God. There were endless hours spent 
in meditation on the insights of the kingdom of God. As his 
hands shaped wood, his growing spirit was already being 
shaped. But nothing of a public nature was done in those 
hidden years

Suddenly John the Baptist is arrested. Jesus had 
immense admiration for John. John's preaching of a coming 
kingdom had drawn and fascinated Jesus. Now Jesus in some 
mysterious way that same kingdom realises that is embodied 
in himself. Something stronger than himself seems to take 
over, and the great journey begins which will continue to 
Calvary and triumph in the garden tomb.

Jesus' first act is to involve others. The community which 
will one day spread across the world begins to take shape. 
Jesus' shaping of this first small circle has much to teach us.

Why did Jesus begin by gathering a few people as he did? 
Because he realised that any vision of the kingdom of God 

St Saviour's Thought for February

must be tested in the reality of human relationships. He was 
telling us that the kingdom of God is about relationships. It is 
discovered in relationships - our relationship with ourselves, 
with others, and with God.

Jesus calls seemingly ordinary people. None of these men 
is an intellectual giant. None has great knowledge of public 
affairs. All of them are very human indeed, and at times 
they will show it obviously. That says something to us about 
the possibility of Jesus calling and using us in spite of our 
humanity.

Finally, we see Jesus calling these people in the midst 
of their daily routine. That is the very last place and time 
we expect Our Lord to approach us. We may ask why this 
is so. Maybe Jesus is approaching us in our working hours 
and working relationships and we don't realise it. That is the 
Good News.

As Jesus once called people in the midst of their working 
hours, so he can speak to us here and now in 2021

Words of wisdom  
from my 
Grandmother...

Did you notice that 
there are never any 
recipes for leftover 

chocolate?

News from St Saviour’s 

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA 

ST SAVIOUR’S 
KURANDA

Christmas was a joyful time at St Saviour’s with wonderful 
joyful services. The Carols by Candlelight on Christmas Eve 
was very special as was our service of Lessons and Carols. 

Possum Corner has opened up again this year and there 
are plenty of treasures to be found. Open Monday to Saturday.

Street Trees of kuranda
“Native Gardenia” (Atractocarpus fitzalanii), sometimes 
called a “Yellow Mangosteen,” is considered to be good 
bush tucker. It’s a common plant found in coastal forests 
and beach regions from FNQ down through Mackay. In 
Spring, the Native Gardenia blossoms with white, beautifully 
fragrant, star-shaped flowers. These later turn into brown 
fruit that ripens slowly over winter, turning yellow when 
ready for harvest. Native Gardenia, when left to grow as a 
tree, can reach heights of up to 6m, providing some shade. 
In fruit now, Post Office car park and street side planting 
on Thoree Street. Description via www.tuckerbush.com.au       
Photo: Gayle Hannah 
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4093 8222           info@kurandavillageaccountancy.com.au
kurandavillageaccountancy.com.au 

07 4093 8256
24 Coondoo Street, Kuranda
sproutkuranda@gmail.com

LOCAL WOOD-FIRED PIZZA BASES  
with 4 toppings of your choice
(Tomato and mozzarella already included)

Mini $6
Med $13
Family size $18

Deliciously hot and packed  
full of flavour!

7 DAYS 7.30am – 2pm

available

Vicki’s 
Alterations 

and 
New Creations

0400 791 345 or 4093 8976

• Over 30 years’ experience
               • No project too big  

                      or too small
                             • Reasonable 

                               rates

Life in the time of COVID-19 brings unique challenges for older Australians. From complying 
with dedicated shopping hours and obtaining toilet paper supplies to worrying about how to 
stay connected with friends and family.

One issue that isn’t talked about enough is the increased risk of financial exploitation and 
abuse faced by Seniors in this time.

Financial exploitation is broad. It generally describes situations where a relationship of 
trust or reliance has been abused to the financial advantage of another.  Drawing from the 
common real world examples we see here at the Cairns Community Legal Centre, financial 
exploitation can happen when:

• You give your adult son your bankcard to pay for $200 in groceries and discover that 
he has spent an extra $350 on a new TV for himself

• Your trusted relative becomes your appointed Enduring Power of Attorney and enters 
into agreements  that benefit them, not you

• Your daughter pressures you to update your Will so that she receives most of your 
assets when you die. 

With the added stress of social isolation and financial pressure faced during COVID-19, 
reports of financial exploitation have increased. 

So what can you do to help protect yourself from financial exploitation? We recommend: 
• Getting out in the community where you can keep a support network around you of 

family and friends
• Keeping in touch with your General Practitioner
• Saying something to someone if you don’t feel “right” about how someone is treating 

you
• Seeking advice if you are going to make changes to your financial or living 

arrangements; and
• Most importantly, SEEK HELP if abuse happens. 

How do you identify common risk factors that can give rise to financial abuse. By being 
aware of these risk factors when they present, you’ll be able to better protect yourself from 
potential financial abuse. 

Studies show that there are six key risk factors for financial exploitation and financial 
abuse of Seniors:

1. There is a family member who expresses themselves as having a sense of entitlement 
to an older person’s property or assets. This family member may be under financial 
stress or pressure in their own life due to COVID-19

2. An older person has diminishing capacity and is starting to become vulnerable to the 

HELP WITH 
SENIORS 
FINANCIAL 
ABUSE 
AVAILABLE 

influence of others
3. An older person is dependent on a family member for care, including financial and 

personal decision-making
4. A family member has a drug or alcohol problem
5. An older person is intimidated by or frightened of a family member
6. An older person lacks awareness of their rights and entitlements.

The current COVID-19 situation increases these risk factors. For example, you may have 
family members who have lost their employment and are asking you to help them financially, 
or you may know someone who is using drugs or alcohol to cope. More people are facing 
financial pressure, more Australians are socially isolated and the increased reliance on 
remote, web-based services means that it is harder for Seniors to access the information they 
need to inform them of their rights.

With this in mind, if these risk factors apply to your own situation, Cairns Community 
Legal Centre’s Seniors Legal and Support Service is here to help. We offer free legal advice 
and social work support for Seniors living in the Far North and can assist you if you think 
you may be experiencing financial exploitation or abuse. For an appointment please call  
07 4031 7688 or 1800 062608. If you don’t live in the Far North, contact us for a referral to 
an appropriate agency in your region. 
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Get a “FREE Quote” today on your 
affordable Driveway, Building Site, 
Dams, Culverts, Landscaping, Rock 
Works, Bush/Sports Tracks & More 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES 

  

 

Adult Drama Classes, 
Expression of interest 2 hour 
class James 0422 417 276 
James_daley@live.com
Air-con Cleaning – filters 
and coils, data and phone 
outlets, Solar System checks 
and panel cleans including 
rooftop hot water, general 
maintenance. Kuranda local, 
phone Peter 0473 020 701
Bowen Therapy & 
Homeopathy Sarah at Simply 
Healing 0402 804 591,  
www.simplyhealing.net.au
Phone for an appointment
Children's Nature Theatre 
Yoga Classes Thursday 
3.30-5pm Big Sands $25 or by 
donation. James 0422 417 276 
James_daley@live.com
Civil Celebrant – Cheryl 
Tonkin. 0407 670 954
Dawgs – the most comfortable 

shoe in the world. Waterproof 
and vegan friendly. Lots of 
colours and patterns available 
Just Gorgeous 16 Coondoo St.
Expert clothing 
alterations, new garments 
and upholstery. No job too 
big or small. Over 30 years’ 
experience. Call Vicki  
0400 791 345 or 4093 8976.
Food for Health consult 
or free 15-minute health chat 
with Sarah Isaacs, online 
naturopath. Find out what food 
is best for you. Call  
4085 0054 or book online 
naturalhealthfocus.com.au
Hawaiian Hula Dance 
Workshop. First one Sun 31 
Jan 2-4pm $40 or mention you 
saw this in Kuranda Paper for 
$30 special. Contact Jaye 0411 
857 445 lomilaka@gmail.com 
Massage, relaxation and 

therapeutic using essential 
oils, with Ortho-Bionomy for 
gentle pain-release and body 
re-alignment. Contact Sheree 
Scott 0421 102 722. Just 4km 
from village centre.
Mobile resistance training 
at your home. Qualified 
experienced personal trainer.
Strengthen bones, muscles 
and balance. Shape and tone. 
Rehabilitation. Suitable for all 
ages. Kiah 0427 094 144
NBN Fibre, Fixed Wireless 
and Satellite Internet. 
Speewah based, NBN experts 
for fast reliable NBN with local 
Aussie based Support! Call 
Thomas 07 4222 1111.
Online Pilates Prefer to 
exercise from the comfort of 
your own home? Kuranda 
Pilates Thursday 10.45am 
online through Zoom. Includes 

GRATIS CLASSIFIEDS*
30 WORDS MAXIMUM

For sale, lost/found and outdated 
entries will be deleted after one 
month. Repeat advertisements 
will be deleted at the discretion 
of the paper. Existing Kuranda 
Paper advertisers and community 
groups will be prioritised for 
repeats depending on available 
space. Submit classifieds via 
email mail@kurandapaper.com

free intro lesson for new 
clients. Davini 0414 994 123.
Painter available 20 years 
experience. All types of 
painting including enamel 
work, interior and exterior. 
Complete paint outs or touch 
ups. Clean reliable and honest. 
Call Alan 0452 669 447
Picture Framing Free 
custom framing quotes at Terra 
Nova Gallery, 15 Therwine 
Street. Call 0412 387 557
Position Vacant Experienced 
Short order cook/chef. Open 
kitchen, 3pm close. Small busy 
upbeat licensed café. Carla 
0418 936 020 goodfoodco@
gmail.com
Pristine Reef Fish delivered 
to your door, Kuranda-Cairns-
Mareeba. Whole or fresh 
filleted. Licence 4546. Call 
Richard 0407 908 375

Professional knife 
sharpening. Heritage 
Markets every Saturday call 
4093 8382 or 0409 558 027
Resume: In Speewah, Cairns 
longest-running resume 
writing business — over thirty 
years’ experience. Resumes, 
Employment Applications, web 
text, all forms of copy writing, 
editing and proofreading. 
Word Factory (Suzy Grinter) 
Phone 4093 0449
Tennis anyone? New 
players welcome to join our 
friendly social tennis group. 
Wednesdays and Sundays 5pm 
at KRC. Call Gidi 0448 480 
200, or just turn up and play.
Yoga in Myola Classes will 
restart in February 2021, for 
details contact Pat, phone or 
text 0499 162 550

Speewah Markets
EVERY THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

Join us every third Sunday of the month

7am – 12noon 
Speewah Tavern Carpark

ALL WELCOME
For more information contact  

Suzy 4093 0449

NO KOAH MONTHLY MARKETS OR 
KOAH FARMERS MARKETS FOR 

FEBRUARY. BACK IN MARCH

••• Stall spaces available •••

COMMUNITY MARKETS

Contact Nicky 0488 961 660 or via Koah 
Monthly Markets Facebook page
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FNQ Wildlife Rescue Assoc. Inc.
(Established 1994)

Caring for the region’s native wildlife.
Wildlife carers are all volunteers.

Tax deductible donations appreciated.
New members welcome.

Tel: 07 4053 4467 (24 hrs) Email: fnqwr@bigpond.com

Donate now and help us care for tree roos today

www.treeroorescue.org.au 

Visit us on 

Tree Roo Rescue
and Conservation Centre Ltd
We are a non-profit organisation that rescues and rehabilitates, 
orphaned, injured or displaced tree kangaroos.

Unfortunately an increasing number of Lumholtz tree kangaroos are 
being killed by dogs and hit by cars each year.

Please donate to us and the money will go directly towards treating and 
caring for these beautiful animals.

If you find an injured tree kangaroo
please ring us on 0427 790 694

YOUR COMMUNITY PAGES
WILDLIFE

RECYCLE ROAD REPORTS

DEFIBRILLATORS WATER AND SEPTIC

LAUNDROMAT

HELPFUL FACEBOOK GROUPS

HELP GROUPS

Join your local SES
Training every week
Tuesdays 7.30pm
Contact John for more details
0407 144 213

Wildlife Rescue 4053 4467 (24 hours) – recommended 
first to contact.
Batreach 4093 8858 
Cassowary sightings Jax Bergersen 4093 8834
Kuranda Vets 4093 7283

SNAKE REMOVAL 
Jax Bergersen (non-venomous only) 4093 8834
Miss Hiss Reptiles (all reptiles) 0447 888 872

Council EMERGENCY 
number for local roads 
1300 308 461

Kuranda Range/
Kennedy Highway 
Report an Incident  
13 19 40 (24/7)

Kuranda Transfer Station 2186 Kennedy Hway, Koah
MSC Recycle Station – Arara Street

Defibrillator locations in Kuranda region.

Kuranda Men's Shed end of Kuranda Heights Road 
Kuranda Pharmacy cnr Coondoo and Thongon Sts 
Kuranda Medical Centre cnr Thongon and Barang Sts
Kuranda Ambulance Station, Fallon Road 
Kuranda Swimming Pool, Myola Road
Steiner School, Boyles Road
Kuranda SES on board vehicle
Envirocare Nursery 284 Myola Road

Water Delivery:
Grego’s Raw Materials 0419 705 005
Kuranda Fish Farm 4093 0147 

Septic Tank Emptying:
Paul Jennings 0417 632 688 

BP Service Station complex  
Open 24/7

KURANDA RANGE UPDATES (21,000 + members)
On the spot traffic reports, in real time, for the Kuranda Range Road. 
KURANDA NOTICE BOARD GROUP (6,000 + members)
Information sharing, discussion, advertising. Open group.  
ALL THINGS KURANDA (1,000 + members) 
Discussion group for Kuranda district residents only. Some restrictions on sale of items. 
SPEEWAH AND SURROUNDS RESIDENTS GROUP (1,000 + members)
Information sharing and support. Helpful for real time info on weather, power outages, 
community events etc. Some restrictions on listing items for sale (check group rules) 
SPEEWAH RESIDENTS (500 + members) 
As above but no restrictions on listing items for sale.
KOAH COMMUNITY (1,000 + members)
A group for Koah Community to advise, ask questions, barter, lost/found animals, hazards 
etc in Koah area.

RAINFALL
December 2020 

198.5mm
Total 2020 1778mm

January 2021 
497mm (to 22 January 2021)

Courtesy of Kuranda Railway Station

Robin Anscomb – 0409 046 932
Karen McLaren – 4093 8780 Please phone for an appointment

Justices of the Peace

Queensland Justices of the Peace (JPs) 
volunteer to serve the public  

by signing documents that need a 
qualified witness. 
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*These services travel via Caravonica, Trinity Bay High and TAFE school days only 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No services operate Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day 
Please see over leaf for further information 

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 

 

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride” 
Please hail the driver enroute where it safe for the bus to pull off the road  

For a small surcharge passengers travelling to Cairns may also be set down at: 

Cairns Airport ($5) Greyhound Terminal ($3) 

Cairns Hospitals ($3) 

Please advise driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that Trans North 
services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at: 
• Cairns - Platform 1 Cairns Central Railway Station Cairns 
• Cairns T.A.F.E. – Newton Street (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda) 

• Smithfield - Bus Shelter near the traffic lights on the Kennedy Highway at the bottom of the Kuranda Range 
• Kuranda - 15 Therwine Street – Opposite Information Centre 
• Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern 
• Mareeba - Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station) 

• Atherton - 54 Main Street  
 

Connections are available to and from: 
• Ravenshoe & Herberton (except school days and public holidays) 

Monday to Friday with Kerry’s Bus Service - Ph: 0427 841 483 

• Chillagoe & Dimbulah – Friday with Chillagoe Bus Service - Ph: 4094 7155         
Mob: 0414 947 155 

 
Ticket Sales: 
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News,142 
Byrnes Street Mareeba 

Phone: 3036 2070 during office hours 

  

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 Atherton Tablelands to Cairns   
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Atherton 6.00am 9.15am 1.00pm 8.00am 1.30pm  
 Departs Mareeba 6.30am 9.45am 1.30pm 8.30am 2.00pm  
 Departs Speewah 6.50am 10.05am 1.50pm 8.50am 2.20pm  
 Departs Kuranda *7.15am 10.25am 2.10pm 9.10am 2.40pm  
 Departs rainforest - 10.30am 2.15pm - 2.45pm  
 Arrives Cairns 8.50am 11.15am 3.00pm 10.00am 3.30pm  
    Cairns to Atherton Tablelands  
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Cairns 7.00am 9.25am 3.30pm 10.30am 4.00pm  

 Departs Smithfield 7.20am 9.45am 3.50pm 10.50am 4.20pm  

 Departs Kuranda 7.40am 10.05am 4.10pm 11.10am 4.40pm  

 Departs Speewah 8.00am 10.25am 4.30pm 11.20am 5.00pm  

 Departs Mareeba 8.20am 10.45am 4.50pm 11.40am 5.20pm  

 Arrives Atherton 8.50am 11.15am 5.20pm 12.10am 5.50pm  

        

Cairns – Kuranda - Cairns 
 

Route 851 
Monday 

to 
Friday  

Saturday, Sunday 
and Pub Holidays 

 

 Departs Cairns *3.00pm 9.00am 11.15am  
 Departs Smithfield 3.30pm 9.20am 11.35am  
 Arrives Kuranda 3.50pm 9.40am 11.55am  
  Departs Kuranda 4.00pm 10.00am 12.15am  
 Departs Rainforest 4.05pm 10.05am 12.20am  
 Arrives Cairns 4.45pm 10.45am 1.00pm  
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*These services travel via Caravonica, Trinity Bay High and TAFE school days only 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No services operate Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day 
Please see over leaf for further information 

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 

 

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride” 
Please hail the driver enroute where it safe for the bus to pull off the road  

For a small surcharge passengers travelling to Cairns may also be set down at: 

Cairns Airport ($5) Greyhound Terminal ($3) 

Cairns Hospitals ($3) 

Please advise driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that Trans North 
services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at: 
• Cairns - Platform 1 Cairns Central Railway Station Cairns 
• Cairns T.A.F.E. – Newton Street (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda) 

• Smithfield - Bus Shelter near the traffic lights on the Kennedy Highway at the bottom of the Kuranda Range 
• Kuranda - 15 Therwine Street – Opposite Information Centre 
• Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern 
• Mareeba - Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station) 

• Atherton - 54 Main Street  
 

Connections are available to and from: 
• Ravenshoe & Herberton (except school days and public holidays) 

Monday to Friday with Kerry’s Bus Service - Ph: 0427 841 483 

• Chillagoe & Dimbulah – Friday with Chillagoe Bus Service - Ph: 4094 7155         
Mob: 0414 947 155 

 
Ticket Sales: 
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News,142 
Byrnes Street Mareeba 

Phone: 3036 2070 during office hours 

  

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 Atherton Tablelands to Cairns   
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Atherton 6.00am 9.15am 1.00pm 8.00am 1.30pm  
 Departs Mareeba 6.30am 9.45am 1.30pm 8.30am 2.00pm  
 Departs Speewah 6.50am 10.05am 1.50pm 8.50am 2.20pm  
 Departs Kuranda *7.15am 10.25am 2.10pm 9.10am 2.40pm  
 Departs rainforest - 10.30am 2.15pm - 2.45pm  
 Arrives Cairns 8.50am 11.15am 3.00pm 10.00am 3.30pm  
    Cairns to Atherton Tablelands  
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Cairns 7.00am 9.25am 3.30pm 10.30am 4.00pm  

 Departs Smithfield 7.20am 9.45am 3.50pm 10.50am 4.20pm  

 Departs Kuranda 7.40am 10.05am 4.10pm 11.10am 4.40pm  

 Departs Speewah 8.00am 10.25am 4.30pm 11.20am 5.00pm  

 Departs Mareeba 8.20am 10.45am 4.50pm 11.40am 5.20pm  

 Arrives Atherton 8.50am 11.15am 5.20pm 12.10am 5.50pm  

        

Cairns – Kuranda - Cairns 
 

Route 851 
Monday 

to 
Friday  

Saturday, Sunday 
and Pub Holidays 

 

 Departs Cairns *3.00pm 9.00am 11.15am  
 Departs Smithfield 3.30pm 9.20am 11.35am  
 Arrives Kuranda 3.50pm 9.40am 11.55am  
  Departs Kuranda 4.00pm 10.00am 12.15am  
 Departs Rainforest 4.05pm 10.05am 12.20am  
 Arrives Cairns 4.45pm 10.45am 1.00pm  
      

Current as at 6/11/2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*These services travel via Caravonica, Trinity Bay High and TAFE school days only 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No services operate Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day 
Please see over leaf for further information 

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 

 

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride” 
Please hail the driver enroute where it safe for the bus to pull off the road  
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Community Services
KURANDA LIBRARY and 

COUNCIL OFFICE

SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY
KURANDA TRANSFER 

STATION
OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 10am–5pm
Saturday: not open
(No Council business on Saturday 
or after 4.30pm weekdays)
Kuranda Community Precinct  
18-22 Arara Street, Kuranda
4093 9185
kurandal@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au/libraries

OPERATING HOURS
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays & 
Sundays: 8am–5pm
2186 Kennedy Highway, Koah
0418 282 542
msc.qld.gov.au/water-and-waste

65 Rankin Street, Mareeba 
PO Box 154, Mareeba Qld 4880 

1300 308 461 • info@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au

RURAL FIRE BRIGADE WARDENS

First Officer Kuranda Baz Child 0437 746 601
First Officer Speewah Mick Dub 0428 820 631
Warden Kuranda  Duncan Blakey 0408 151 199
Warden Speewah John Thomson 0488 988 481
Davies Creek  4093 3181
Koah   4232 5468
Myola   4093 7190
Speewah  0488 988 481

Emergency Contacts

Emergency – Police, Fire, Ambulance  000

Flood and Storm Emergency Assistance (SES) 132 500

Ergon Energy –  
Report Dangerous Electrical Emergencies  131 670

Mareeba Shire Council    1300 308 461

Poisons Information    131 126

13HEALTH – Health and Hospital Information 134 325

Permits required for ALL fires

JOHN'S KURANDA BUS t he local bus!
Please note due to COVID-19 this service is currently not operating.

For more information or other routes contact
John 0418 772 953

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DASHBOARD
Mareeba Shire Council's online Emergency Management Dashboard provides real time 
emergency information. The Dashboard provides live emergency news, information 
about road closures, power outages and river heights, weather warnings and fire feeds, 
emergency contact phone numbers and social media links. Notifications can also 
be viewed via an interactive map. Mareeba Shire residents can register for the Early 
Warning Network to receive email and SMS alerts for potential emergencies and severe 
natural disasters and weather events. 

The Dashboard is accessible on Council's website www.emergency.msc.qld.gov.au

Kuranda Taxi 4093 7119
Rideshare 1300 743 374

John's Kuranda Bus 0418 772 953 
Trans North 3036 2070

TRANSPORT

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride”. Please hail the driver anywhere enroute where it is 
safe for the bus to pull over. For a small surcharge passengers travelling to Cairns may also 
be set down at:

Cairns Airport ($5), Cairns Hospitals ($3), Greyhound Terminal ($3), 

Please advise the driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that 
Trans North services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at:
Cairns – Platform 1, Cairns Central Railway Station, Cairns
Cairns T.A.F.E – Newton Street (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda)
Smithfield – Bus shelter near the traffic lights on Kennedy Highway at bottom of the 
Kuranda Range
Kuranda – 15 Therwine Street – opposite Visitor Information Centre
Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern
Mareeba – Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station)
Atherton – 54 Main Street

Ticket Sales:
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News at  
142 Byrnes Street Mareeba. Phone 3036 2070 (office hours)  
Email: atherton@transnorthbus.com.au www.transnorthbus.com.au

*These services travel via Caravonica, Trinity Bay High and TAFE school days only
Current as at 6 November 2020



EIGHT BALL  – Tuesday Team Comp 
kuranda8ball@gmail.com

KURANDA RANGERS – Training 
Thursday 4.30-5.30pm (Mar–Oct) 
Adric 0408 096 694

PILATES – Monday 9.30am, Tuesday 
5.45pm, Wednesday 9.30am, 
Thursday 9am & 5.45pm, Saturday 
8.15am 
Jaide 0488 229 700 and Davini 0414 994 123

TAI CHI – Monday 6pm Les 4093 8276 

WING CHUN KUNG FU –  
Wednesday 7.30pm Grant 0414 966 823

YOGA IN THE RAINFOREST – 
Wednesday 5.30pm and Sunday 
10.30am. Aileen 0419 726 955

Licensed venue and commercial kitchen 
available for functions, seminars and 

activities. Janet 0405 092 957

Proud to be the home of: 

@

@

Check Facebook for more details.

JUMRUM BAR OPEN 
TUESDAY 6.30 PM

News From Kuranda 8 Ball

With the 8 Ball season about to kick off 
with our Sign On Tuesday 16 February at 
the KRC, here is a little catch up on a very 
successful 2020 for the Kuranda 8 Ball 
Association. 

The 2020 Intercity 8 Ball competition 
was played against teams from Port 
Douglas, Tablelands and Innisfail. Our 
Representative team consisted of six 

 All classes are back on at the KRC in a COVID-Safe environment. We also give 
congratulations to the Kuranda Media Association (KMA), now in its third decade of 

publication! All the best to the KMA going forward in to the future

male and two female players selected 
on their performance during our weekly 
competition. Kuranda was successful in 
becoming the Intercity 2020 Champions. 
Congratulations to all players that 
represented Kuranda throughout the year. 

The Kuranda 8 Ball Association had 
six teams in 2020 with the Grand Final 
being fought out between Arse-N-All 
and Grinners, with Arse-N-All taking the 
Premiership. Top Male player for 2020 was 
Tim Riley and Top Female Janet Hoye.

The Kuranda 8 Ball Association holds their 
team competition every Tuesday from 
7pm at the KRC. Any level of player is 
more than welcome to join, bring along 
some friends, form a team, have a laugh 
and enjoy a team competition in a social 
environment.

KURANDA 8 BALL SIGN ON
Tuesday 16 February 7pm

Kuranda Recreation Centre
POOL COMP $5 ENTRY  

WINNER TAKES ALL

Another year, another opportunity! koah.hall@gmail.com

Every Monday 
Al-Anon Family Groups 11am–12pm hall under St 
Saviour's Church. Kate 4093 9668 or 1300ALANON
Yoga in the Rainforest with Aileen 8.15am (for 8.30 
start) Kuranda QCWA Hall. Aileen 4093 7401

Yoga with Katelyn CWA Hall 5:30-6:30pm 0428 865 636

Every Second Monday
Financial Counselling (from UCC) Kuranda 
Neighbourhood Centre by appointment 4093 8933

Every Tuesday
Group Fitness Class 5.30–6.30pm Kuranda Community 
Precinct
Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA 
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196
KMVactive/Bootcamp 6.15–7pm Bartley Park, Kuranda  
Kirstin 0497 479 606

Second Tuesday 
Kuranda SES Training 7.30pm sharp at Fallon Road.  
John Baskerville 4093 7246/0427 037 054
Emergency Relief Help from Mareeba Community 
Support Centre at Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre by 
appointment 4093 8933

Every Wednesday
Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the 
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Gidi 0448 480 200
Men’s Shed Kuranda 8.30am–11.30am. Daryl 4093 9421 
or Richard 4093 0457

Third Wednesday
Craft and Social Morning 9am Kuranda QCWA Hall.  
Carol 4093 7187 or Sandra 0447 737 415

Every Thursday
Tae Kwon Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA 
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196
Group Fitness Class 5.30–6.30pm Kuranda Community 
Precinct
Kuranda Dance: Tribal Bellydance with Lisa. 6-7pm 
Kuranda Amphitheatre. 0409 367 967
Domestic Violence Help Kuranda Neighbourhood 
Centre by appointment 4093 8933
Kuranda Rangers soccer training commencing soon 

for 2021. Check Facebook 4.30–5.30pm.  
Adric 0408 096 694

Every Friday
KMVactive/Bootcamp 6.15–7pm Bartley Park, Kuranda  
Kirstin 0497 479 606

Every SaturDAY
Tree Planting Kuranda Envirocare 0419 624 940 for 
details or check website www.envirocare.org.au
Men’s Shed Kuranda 2–5pm. Call Daryl 4093 9421 or  
Richard 4093 0457
Koah Farmers Market – 9–10.30am (resuming March)   
Contact Sal 0421 710 474 

Every second SaturDAY
Women Connection Circle 3–4.15pm at Kuranda QCWA 
Hall. Call Anastasia 0413 217 028 to confirm the Saturday 
dates.

Third Saturday
Meditation with Horses 10am Koah. Kaya 0429 756 701 

Every Sunday 
Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the 
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Gidi 0448 480 200
AA Group Kuranda QCWA Hall 9.30am 1300 222 222

third Sunday 
Speewah Markets 7am–12noon. Speewah Tavern 
carpark. Suzy 4093 0449

community 
calendar

Contributors please advise of any changes via email  
mail@kurandapaper.com 

HIRE FEES 
• 1-2hrs $10 • Half day $30 • Full day $60  

• Full day and evening  
(24 hour block) $110 

• $200 refundable bond for one-off 
events (if space is left as you found it) 

KOAH MONTHLY 
MARKETS  

Back in March 2021 
8am till noon  

Saturday 6 March
Come along and help  

make it a cracker!
• New stall holders and  

market musicians welcome.
SMS/Voicemail Nicky  
0488 961 660 or direct 

message via Koah Monthly 
Markets Facebook page.

EVERY MONDAY
PILATES with Jaide 5.45-6.45pm  
0488 229 700.

EVERY THURSDAY 
YOGA evening classes with Tanya  
5.30-7pm

THURSDAY 4 February
Mankind Project MEN'S GROUP 7pm.  
Open to all men.  
Contact Simon 0459 755 553

MOST FRIDAYS 
SALTY CAPTAINS Fish and Chips  
5–8pm Tonia 0417 606 241

SATURDAY 30 January
Koah Hall AGM. All welcome.  
9am start at the hall.

SATURDAY 13 February
DANCE FREEDOM – Active Hope Fire 
6–9pm. Davini 0414 994 123

www.koahhall.com

For events at the Kuranda Recreation Centre or 
the Koah Hall please see details in their columns 
above.

DREAM STATE CIRCUS CLASSES
Dream BIG! and Circus Love! Various classes, workshops and trainers, 
weekdays during the school term. Bookings essential. Contact Sophie  
0409 333 404. Info on www.dreamstatecircus.com workshops page.

Mondays – Adult Circus LOVE! 10.30am–12.30pm 
Little Cyclone Circus Class 3.45pm for 6 months to 5 years.  
Circus 1: 4.45–5.45pm Age 6 to 7.

Tuesdays – Circus 2: 3.45–5pm Age 7 to 9. Show Class 5–6.30pm by invite 
only. Prepare to turn your skills into a show ready piece.

Wednesdays – Circus Family 3.45–5pm All ages. Partner Acrobalance 
5–6.30pm Age 8 to adult.

Thursdays – Little Cyclone Circus Class 3.45pm for 6 months to 6 years.

What's On
at Koah Hall

Koah Hall


