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FOOD AND CONNECTION
Something rather special is growing at the Kuranda Neighbourhood 
Centre. Koa Windsong and Lunar Solarmoon, with other community 
members, have been working hard in the Community Garden. The garden 
is starting to really take shape and there are plans to develop it further 
this year. 

Koa Windsong, whose knowledge of the tropics and sustainable 
living within them is legendary, is generously sharing his knowledge – an 
opportunity not to be missed. 

Koa says, "One of the main goals with the community garden is to 
establish a perennial salad green bank. People in our community can 
come to the garden and take cuttings to start up their own garden and also 
share with neighbours and friends who might want to start up a garden 
themselves."

"We already have a good start on the perennial greens and soon we 
will also have perennial tubers to gift as well. Another goal down the track 
might be to let people come in and harvest their vegetables for a small 
donation which would go toward buying tools etc. Ultimately we would 
like to see the garden being able to host garden parties with food from 
garden enjoyed as a meal, with local music."

Lunar Solarmoon adds, "We would like to acknowledge 'a number 
of angels' who contributed to the establishment of the garden, as well as 
some regular contributors, most especially Luke and Mahtu. The garden is 
being created to serve as a meeting place where community members can 
grow food, share ideas and learn from each other in many ways. There is 
a focus on sustainability and growing lots of good food in a small area. We 
are being selective with seeds and plants because we would like to grow 

Koa Windsong

Lunar Solarmoon

“I took this photo of Barron Falls (Din Din) in  
flood on 29 January 2023. After 12 years of trying 
different angles and compositions I finally have a  

photo I am satisfied with.” 

Rupa Sztraka 
Kuranda

A Community Garden for Kuranda

our own seeds to ensure good yields of veggies and fruit. We are focussing 
on food plants which grow well all year round here in the tropics, are 
open-pollinated and non-genetically modified. People are welcome to join 
in and all contributions of plant pots etc. will be much appreciated."

"We encourage everyone to come along to our garden mornings 
– Kuranda Community Garden, Thursday 8am behind the Kuranda 
Neighbourhood Centre on Rob Veivers Drive (next to Heritage Markets)." 
Contact the Neighbourhood Centre if you need more information. 

If you would like to grab a signed copy of Koa’s memoir Dream 
Weaving Down Under you can catch him at this month’s Koah Markets—
the first for 2023—on Saturday 4 March, 8am to 12 noon. 

Koa Windsong in the Community Garden sharing his gardening knowledge.  
Photos: Lunar Solarmoon

Photos: Gayle Hannah
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LETTERS
Please keep letters to 
under 250 words. All 
letters are subject to 
editing. Anonymous 
letters or those of 
doubtful origin may not 
be published. Correct 
name, address and 
phone numbers are to 
be submitted with your 
letter. Submissions by 
group email will be 
treated as spam.

07 4093 8942

mail@kurandapaper.com 

Shop 2, The Red House Arcade,  
24 Coondoo Street, Kuranda 

PO Box 66, Kuranda Q 4881

kurandapaper.com

The Kuranda Paper

Printed by North Queensland 
Newspapers, Townsville

Circulation: 4,700 Cost: FREE

Please direct all contributions and 
advertising via email to 
mail@kurandapaper.com
Conditions apply. All articles submitted 
will be printed at the discretion of 
the Management Committee and 
Production Team and may be subject  
to editorial changes.

The Management Committee of 
The Kuranda Media Association Inc. 
(KMA) does not accept responsibility 
for financial, health or other claims 
published in The Kuranda Paper. Factual 
errors in material submitted are the 
responsibility of the contributor. 
All submissions received, including 
photographs, are deemed to be 
authorised for publication by the 
contributor.

The Kuranda Media Association Inc. is 
a not-for-profit voluntary association 
est.1991. Advertising revenue from The 
Kuranda Paper enables us to provide this 
community resource, which supports 
local community groups and projects. 
Our stated objectives are to provide 
a means of open communication in 
order to foster the spirit of community 
involvement and reflect the aspirations 
of the residents of the Kuranda area.

Note: Views expressed in The Kuranda 
Paper, including letters, do not 
necessarily reflect the views held by the 
KMA Management Committee. 

KMA Management Committee 2022 
President: Nettie O'Connell 
Vice President: Kerstin Brown 
Secretary: Trish Green  
Treasurer: Gayle Hannah 
Members Representative: Toni Rogers 

Paper Production this edition: Nettie 
O Design (layout and design), Gayle 
Hannah, Toni Rogers and Susie Grace 
(proofreading). Thanks to all our 
volunteers including our paper folders. 
Thanks to all contributors, advertisers 
and distributors. 

April  
Edition 352/2023

All copy and advertisements  
due by 10am

Thursday 23 March
Paper published

Thursday 30 March 2023
Management is not responsible for  

any copy missing deadline.

Advertisers

All artwork, images and logos to be 
supplied in high resolution (300dpi), 
CMYK colour mode, and in the correct 
size (see left for advertisement sizes).

Acceptable formats: PDF, EPS, JPG or TIFF.

In-house design services are available for 
an additional fee. 

Advertisements booked for 3 months and 
paid for in advance are eligible for a 10% 
discount. 

Advertisement sizes and rates 

[width x height in mm]

A – 262x380 (full page) $635
B – 174x380 (dominant) $435
C – 129x380 (1/2 page vertical) $345
D – 262x188 (1/2 page horiz) $345
E – 85x380 (1/3 page vertical) $245
F – 129x188 (1/4 page) $185
G – 262x124 (large strip) $245
H – 262x60 (small strip) $140
I – 129x124   $140
J – 85x188   $140
K – 85x124  $100
L – 85x60 (business card) $ 65

DEADLINES

Stockists – A free copy is delivered to every postal box 
and street mail delivery in the Kuranda district (post-
code 4881). If you don’t receive a copy please contact 
the Kuranda Post Office. 

The current edition of The Kuranda Paper can be viewed 
online at kurandapaper.com, along with back issues. In 
addition you can pick up a hard copy of The Kuranda 
Paper at the following outlets:

KURANDA: Kuranda Post Office (Thoree St), Sprout Café 
(Coondoo St), Kuranda Visitor Information Centre 
(Centenary Park), Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (Rob 
Veivers Dr), Kuranda Discount Drugstore (Coondoo 

St), Kuranda Arts Co-op (Coondoo St), Cornetts IGA 
(Thongon St), BP Service Station, Annabel's Pies 
(Therwine St).
KURANDA DISTRICT: Speewah Service Station, Koah Service 
Station.
MAREEBA: Piagno’s News (Byrnes St), Mareeba Heritage 
Museum & Visitor Information Centre (Byrnes St), 
Mareeba News (Byrnes St)
TOLGA: The Humpy
ATHERTON: Atherton IGA (Silo Shopping Centre)
SMITHFIELD: Totem Clothing (Smithfield Shopping Centre), 
Smithfield Library
CAIRNS: Cairns Library

We welcome your letters via email or post

The Kuranda Media Association acknowledges the Australian Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of the nation and the 
traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. We pay 
our respects to ancestors and Elders, past and present. The Kuranda Media 
Association is committed to honouring Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples’ unique cultural and spiritual relationships to the land, waters 
and seas and their rich contribution to society.

INSPIRATIONAL READ 

What a fascinating and inspirational read your February cover story from 
Dameon Hunter was. The Bana gurii Bulmba gurii Bama gurii Project, 
bringing together traditional cultural knowledge and western science to 
address waterways health, reflects the great value of this much needed 
marriage between the ancient and modern to address environmental 
challenges both here in Far North Queensland and elsewhere throughout 
the world.

As a newcomer to the area, I recently described the rainforest gully at 
the rear of my house as all belonging to me. It is with regret that I chose 
that description, particularly as the conversation was with an indigenous 
person who has lived in the area all his life – in reality of course, I am just 
a caretaker.
Andrew Remington, Kuranda

Cover Masthead

Our masthead this month is a detail from Rainforest 
Fruit, North Queensland by local master artist David 
Stacey. If you have ever wanted to own an original 
artwork or print by David, then March is a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to secure one at an incredible 
discount! David is having a gallery and studio clean 
out sale of artworks going back years, to raise funds for 
medical treatment. The Kuranda Paper wishes David all 
the best in his treatment and recovery. 
See page 10 of this edition for more information on 
David's artwork sale. 

THANK YOU RUTH

After many years of being one of our most 
dedicated Paper folders, Ruth Beasley has 
retired from the team of veteran volunteers. 
One of our fastest folders, perhaps as a  
result of one of her other loves – the piano?  
Thank you so much Ruth for your contribution.

PLASTIC WRAP TRIAL

Last month, we trialled plastic wraps for The Kuranda Paper being 
delivered by motorbike – to protect the Paper from the wet weather. 
We did so reluctantly and have decided not to repeat it. It is an extra 
cost which impacts our already tight margins, and feedback from 
readers is "no plastic please". We apologise if you get the odd damp 
Paper in your mailbox during the wet and hope you can understand 
why there'll be no more plastic wraps.

CONTENT AND CONTRIBUTIONS

As always, a reminder that this is a community newspaper and we are 
100% submission-based. This Paper is unique because our community 
makes it so we use no syndicated content. So please send us your 
news, views, art, group info to mail@kurandapaper.com

KMA Update
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Come and find the dress that will make 
you want to dance! 

16 COONDOO ST. KURANDA  •  4093 7508
www.justgorgeous.net.au

10AM to 3PM EVERY DAY

Shop 4/25 Coondoo St.  tel 0428643117   

fb ceti bath shop    ceti.com.au 

 

 

bath shop 
handmade in Kuranda 

soap, bath products, 

natural skincare, essential oils,  

candles, gifts & more 

�e
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•  � � �  � � �  �  •

Shop Local  
Employ Local  
Enjoy Local

Everyone is welcome to join the Kuranda RSL Sub Branch for its Anzac Day 
commemorations.

DAWN SERVICE
We commence at 5.30am at the Kuranda Railway Station for the Dawn Service. The 
Railway Station toilets and disabled access will be available. This year we will be 
trialling the QR speakers along the platform to improve the ability of everyone to hear 
the service.

On completion of the Dawn Service, all are welcome to tea, coffee and scones 
which will be available on the railway platform. Once again, Gayle from Queensland 
Rail and her helpers, are providing their time and cooking expertise, for which we are 
eternally grateful.

ANZAC DAY MARCH
The Anzac Day March begins outside Cornetts IGA – gather at 10am for a 10.15am 
start.

The March is organised by Mick Forde. All groups and individuals are welcome to 
march, please see Mick on the day or contact him on 0412 126 204 for any enquiries.

The March goes to Centenary Park where the Anzac Day Main Service will begin 
at approximately 10.30am.

With the help of the Mareeba Shire Council, there will be marquees for sun and 
rain protection. The Kuranda SES will provide a sausage sizzle and drinks after the 
Service so we can all gather for a yarn. The Kuranda RSL Sub Branch thanks them for 
their valued contribution.

Any individual or groups are welcome and encouraged to lay a wreath or flowers 
etc, at any of the ceremonies.

Father Chris Wright will again officiate at both services.
Please come to all or any of our Anzac Day activities – everyone is welcome. Don't 

forget your umbrellas!
If anybody requires transport, seating or has any other needs, please leave a 

message for:
• Mick Forde 0412 126 204
• Craig Kerr 0421 588 714
• Adrian Joffray 0429 937 257

PROGRAM FOR 
ANZAC DAY 

tuesDAY 25 April 2023 
IN KURANDA

Australia Day Council Award for Mick Forde

It was our pleasure to nominate RSL Kuranda Sub Branch, President Mick (Henry) Forde, for 
an Australia Day Council Medallion.

The Kuranda Sub Branch is a small branch, however, we have veterans from Korea to 
Afghanistan in our membership and Veterans from all arms of the Australian Defence Force 
(ADF) – Navy, Army and Airforce. So whilst small in number we have a wide and diverse 
range of experience.

Mick Forde has been the president of the Kuranda RSL Sub Branch for many years. We 
have no formal 'building' or HQ, but there are meetings twice a week over breakfast at the 
Speewah Tavern on Tuesdays and Saturdays. It’s a simple format that Mick has engendered 
and it works well.

At this venue we are kept informed and we discuss the outcome of various higher level 
RSL meetings, either local/district or State, that Mick attends on our behalf. Our membership 
is quite diverse and at times discussion is quite lively, however, calm tones and explanations 
have always won the day and that is entirely due to President Mick who has the happy knack 
of arbitrating any contra view.

Remembrance Day and Anzac Day, two days of significance on the RSL calendar, are well 
attended in Kuranda. These services are organised by Mick and his committee, as well as his 
wife Kim. 

In addition, Mick attends the local schools to talk to the children about Anzac Day, its 
meaning and relevance.

Mick has been a champion for the RSL and in particular our great little Sub Branch. He 
has engaged the local community and we are very proud of him.

Mick was duly awarded an Australia Day Council Award by RSL Far Northern District 
President, Ken Willoughby. 

Service Recognition for Phil Jelbart

Its been almost 50 years to the day that Phil Jelbart received recognition for his service as a 
conscript in the 1970s in the Vietnam War. Kuranda RSL Sub Branch Secretary, Craig Kerr,  
was delighted to present him with his: 

• Australian Defence Medal
• Anniversary of National Service Medal 1951 to 1972

The recognition came up at a discussion at one of our meetings and progressed with the 
help of member Jerry Nowakowski and the Department of Veterans' Affairs. Well done Phil 
and thank you for your service.

Craig Kerr – Secretary, Kuranda RSL Sub Branch 

rsl awards

Mick Forde receiving his Australia Day Council 
Award by Ken Willoughby.

Phil Jelbart with his Service Recognition medals.
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Kids meals available

Check 
out

Specialty coffee • Acai bowls
Smoothies • Epic toasties

Delicious burgers • Fresh salads 
Local organic ice cream & more 

Wednesday to Sunday 
Coffee from 8am  •  Food from 9am 

Windmill Shopping Complex  
9/25 Coondoo St, Kuranda

here.sgood 

Kuranda Traders Association

Date: Wednesday, 8th March 2023
Time: 12pm - 5pm
Where: Cedric Davies Community Hub, Mareeba
Light lunch provided on arrival, 12.30pm sharp start.

This is a strategic planning workshop to develop a 12- 

month destination marketing plan for the Mareeba 

Shire which the LTO will implement.

CEO of TTNQ, Mr Mark Olsen and LTO Chair, Councillor 

Lenore Wyatt will co-facilitate the event.

Photos with thanks to Tourism Tropical North Queensland

YOU ARE INVITED
Mareeba Shire Tourism 
Think Tank

COLLABORATIVE 
APPROACH TO 
SHIRE TOURISM

Supporting small Kuranda businesses. 
Become a member today! kta@kuranda.org 

New Local Tourism Organisation (LTO) for the Mareeba Shire

The Kuranda Traders Association (KTA) is very excited to be working with Mareeba Shire 
Council, Mareeba Chamber of Commerce, and Mareeba Heritage Museum and Visitor 
Information Centre following the formation of the new Mareeba Shire LTO. 

This is a very positive direction for Kuranda — not only for the promotion of Kuranda 
as a destination for visitors, but also an important development for Kuranda businesses 
who rely heavily on tourists. The formation of this LTO means that we can work with 
other organisations within the broader tourism network including Tourism Tropical North 
Queensland (TTNQ) and leverage off other promotional activities in the region. 

Previously, Mareeba Shire Council along with Tablelands Regional Council, were long-term 
members of an LTO that promoted a regional brand. Feedback from many operators was that 
a dedicated LTO model focussing on the Mareeba Shire's tourism industry was required and 
thus the Mareeba Shire LTO was born. 

With the current existing resources, an interim model has been established with a basic 
governance structure requiring few resources for its implementation. As an interim step, 
Mareeba Shire LTO falls under the auspice of the Mareeba Chamber of Commerce with 
secretariat costs to be shared by both the Chamber and Council. At this stage, Council is the 
primary source of funding for Mareeba Shire Tourism .

The Mareeba Shire LTO will:

• Support tourism promotion across the Mareeba Shire and offer collaborative 
marketing opportunities to all operators.

• Develop and implement an annual Shire-wide destination marketing strategy with 
industry input.

• Partner with TTNQ to align marketing activities and leverage off regional, state, and 
national campaigns to amplify messaging and extend reach.

• Partner with TTNQ for matched funding opportunities for destination marketing of 
the Shire.

• Support local operators to access TTNQ funding programs and industry development 
and assistance.

• Connect and collaborate with visitor information services within the Shire and FNQ 
and facilitate industry feedback regarding post-arrival visitor information services.

• Facilitate improved coordination and integration between destination marketing and 
post-arrival visitor information services.

There will be a Mareeba Shire Tourism Think Tank event to be held on Wednesday 8 March 
12–5pm at the Cedric Davies Community Hub in Mareeba. Kuranda traders and community 
members are encouraged to attend. See advert (below) for details and scan the QR code to 
register your RSVP for catering purposes.

Rebranding Kuranda

In 2022 with the help of grant funding, the KTA commissioned a 3-year Kuranda Strategic 
Marketing Plan following the impact of COVID-19 and loss of Tourism Kuranda. The plan 
was facilitated by Pinnacle Marketing and involved many hours of interviews with visitors, 
stakeholders, and traders. This plan now provides a strategic way forward for the village. 

One of the recommendations of the plan was to rebrand Kuranda. For a long time Kuranda 
has been known as the "Village in the Rainforest", but feedback received through this 
Strategic Plan process was that it is outdated and no longer reflects the Kuranda of today, 
nor of how we want to see ourselves in the future.

Rebranding Kuranda requires a community effort and many ideas, and it is one of the first 
steps we need to take to move forward and start marketing Kuranda in a fresh, new way. We 
will be putting together a small dedicated group to progress this direction. 

Is this something that interests you? Do you want to be involved in the future direction of 
Kuranda and its marketing?

Please send us your expression of interest to kta@kuranda.org. We need your help and input.

Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (KNC) 
Operated by Kuranda Information  

& Support Centre Assoc. Inc. 

6 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda 
PO Box 170, Kuranda Qld 4881

P. 4093 8933 | F. 4093 8607  
E. coordinator@kurandanc.org.au

Staff at Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre (KNC) in 2023

Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre is a community centre run by the community for the 
community. This is our team in 2023:

Manager: Heidi Avolio who also provides individual support.
Family Support: Terri Parsons. Please see Terri for all your family support 
needs including referrals to other specialist services.
Administration: Louise Gilmour
Community Support: Ceri Hughes. Ceri will be working at the Centre 
three days per week assisting with grant writing /applications and program 
development. 
NILS (No Interest Loan Scheme): Cathy Billiam

We also have an amazing group of community members who volunteer their time to run our 
reception. Without these volunteers we would not be able to run the Centre as efficiently.

Dogs – Please note that there is now a process that you will need to follow if you want your 
dog to attend the Centre with you (please note this does not pertain to qualified assistance 
dogs). Please see staff for details.

Street Pantry – A big thank you to all community members who are donating to our 
food pantry. As we do not get funding for emergency relief, this is a big help to community 
members who are struggling financially.

Community Garden – Koa and Lunar and other community members have been working 
hard in the Community Garden. The garden is starting to really take shape. Garden mornings 
are Thursdays at 8am.

Grandparents Cuppa and Yarn – Grandparents continue to meet in ‘The Nest’ every 
Tuesday from 9.30am–1pm.

Mahjong group – The group meets weekly on a Wednesday from 12.30–4pm to play 
Mahjong. New members are welcome.

Furniture Exchange Program – Our furniture exchange program is a program run by the 
Centre and two of our amazing volunteers. The program aims to regift unwanted furniture 
to those who need it. If you have furniture you would like to donate to this program please 
call Terri our Family Support. Please also keep in mind that we do not have capacity to store 
items so if there isn’t anyone requiring the furniture you are donating we may not be able to 
accept it at the time of donation. If you need furniture items, please call Terri and she can add 
you to the list.
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CONFIDENTLY take advantage of our current, still very much

in demand regional market. There is a definite shortage of homes 

to buy in our area versus demand.  YES the interest rates are 

starting to move which pushes immediate buyer demand to 

enter the market.

If you are CURIOUS and are contemplating a hassle-free current 

market assessment of your home, please feel free to contact me!

Our Real Estate company  is the largest in the COUNTRY, 

this gives you  the advantage of:

Unrivalled buyer database

More outlets

More prestige and effective worldwide promotion 

= Successful outcomes in a timely manner!  

Sonia Poole
0407 028 388

sonia.poole@raywhite.com

“I look forward to helping you move forward.”
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1300 308 461 info@msc.qld.gov.au www.msc.qld.gov.au

Mayor@msc.qld.gov.au
4086 4606

 Deputy Mayor
Cr Kevin Davies

Cr Lachlan (Locky)
Bensted

Cr Daniel (Danny) 
Bird 

Cr Mary Graham Cr Mario Mlikota  Cr Lenore Wyatt

KevinD@msc.qld.gov.au
0400 490 493

 Mayor
Angela Toppin

LockyB@msc.qld.gov.au
0408 871 420

DannyB@msc.qld.gov.au
0467 304 744

MaryG@msc.qld.gov.au
4092 1030

MarioM@msc.qld.gov.au
0428 402 015

LenoreW@msc.qld.gov.au
0447 757 336

Visit Council's Customer Service Centres:
65 Rankin Street, Mareeba or 18-22 Arara Street, Kuranda 

COMMUNITY UPDATE  

MAREEBA SHIRE LIBRARY SERVICE
There are four libraries located within the
Mareeba Shire, all providing an extensive
variety of materials to borrow including books,
videos, DVDs, music CDs, magazines, audio
books, newspapers and games. Internet and
computer access, photocopying and children’s
activities are also available. 

As the four libraries are all part of the one
service, you can pick up and drop off resources
at all four libraries interchangeably.

All four libraries offer various programs that
includes, Storytime, Mah Jong, Craft-a-Noon
and Writing Groups. 

To find out more about the Library Service,
read the Library Guide available on Council's
website. 

WAYFINDING SIGNAGE TO 
ENHANCE KURANDA

A project to install new wayfinding signage
throughout Kuranda was completed in 2022. 

The signs were designed and mapped in
consultation with the community late in 2019.
Developed by Council with guidance from the
previous Kuranda Infrastructure Advisory
Committee and Tourism Kuranda, and funded
by the Kuranda Infrastructure Fund, these
signs have been in the pipeline for a number
of years. 

Mayor Angela Toppin said, "Our village in the
rainforest is looking refreshed, and Council
anticipates that the signs will improve the
experience for locals and visitors alike."

The wayfinding signs are visually striking, and
they enable visitors and locals to access the
many walking trails at Kuranda. 

"Council would like to encourage residents
and visitors to get outside and see what is
new in town."

"Take your walking shoes and discover the
lovely, upgraded walking paths and wonderful
shops and cafes in Kuranda. Walking paths
include the Barron Falls Walking Track, Jungle
Walk and Jum Rum Walking Trail," Mayor
Toppin concluded. 

Visit Council's website for more information. 

GREAT WHEELBARROW RACE

Nominations are open for the Mareeba &
Dimbulah Community Bank Great Wheelbarrow
Race 2023. 

Mareeba Shire Council and the Great
Wheelbarrow Race Committee look forward to
celebrating the twentieth anniversary year of
the event in 2023. Join in the celebration and
register today!

Mareeba Shire Council provides a strong
support network and a challenging working
environment, combined with flexible working
conditions that enable our staff to enjoy all that
our Shire has to offer.

As an organisation which values its workforce,
Council provides ongoing training, mentoring
and support to employees and volunteers with
a view to developing and retaining a happy,
productive team.

View current vacancies on Council's website. 

Jum Rum Walking Trail, Kuranda

Scan the code to 
register today! 

www.greatwheelbarrowrace.com
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Craig Crawford – Member for Barron River 
Phone – (07) 4229 0100
Email – barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au
Social Media – @CraigCrawfordMP

Crawford's Corner

9am–5pm Monday to Friday
Locally owned and operated by Fay Allen BCom CA

4093 8222           info@kurandavillageaccountancy.com.au
kurandavillageaccountancy.com.au 

Providing the following professional services:

Individual Tax Returns
Business

GST and BAS Preparation
Partnerships, Companies and Trusts

Self Managed Superannuation Funds
Business Setup Advice (first consultation free)

Entity Structure Advice
Bookkeeping

The Tax Team – Simone, Jena, Fay and Linda.

Kuranda

Monday – Friday 8.30 to 5pm

Dr Dave Cuming: dermatology, paediatrics, minor surgery –  
Monday, Wednesday (am), Friday (am)

Dr Veerendra Sinha: specialises in skin cancers and excisions –  
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am–5pm

Dr Agufana Pepela: Outreach every second Monday at Kowrowa

Dr Steve Salleras: Monday and Wednesday 8.30am–5pm

Nurse Terry: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday –  
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander patients

Extra Services: Podiatrist, Dietician, Psychologist, Diabetic Educator,  
Nurse, Asthma Care, Indigenous Health and more… 

cnr Barang and Thongon Streets 

Medical Centre

“Professional Care in Your Community”

4093 7118 kuranda@ipn.com.au

Proudly sponsored by

For Beginner & Emerging Artists  
in Far North Queensland

$1000 Second Prize
(Sponsor – Kuranda Koala Gardens  
& Birdworld Kuranda) 
$500 Third Prize
(Sponsor – Sprout Juice & Coffee Bar)
$250 People’s Choice Award
(Sponsor – Cantata Studio)

Terms & Conditions
kuranda.org/kuranda-art-prize
Entries close 16 April 2023

$2,000
FIRST PRIZE

THEME

2023 Kuranda Art Prize

Councillor Column
Welcome to the Councillor Column, an opportunity for Councillors to share updates  

and information relevant to Kuranda and surrounds. 

MAREEBA SHIRE COUNCILLOR LOCKY BENSTED

I am pleased to provide an update to residents and ratepayers on 
some of the latest news from Council.

Great Wheelbarrow Race
Nominations are open for the Mareeba & Dimbulah Community 

Bank Great Wheelbarrow Race 2023. As the Chair of the race, I look 
forward to being back on the road to celebrate the 20th anniversary 

year in 2023. The race is not about what position you come in, it is 
about being part of an exciting and unique event that supports many small 

communities.
The race kicks off on Friday, 12 May 2023 in Mareeba and will conclude on Sunday, 14 

May 2023 in Chillagoe. Teams can look forward to the Friday night where they are treated 
to the incredible community spirit in Dimbulah and the unbeatable country hospitality in 
Almaden on the Saturday night. These nights are great fun for all involved! 

Why not join us on the road in 2023 for the 20th anniversary year? If you want to take 
part in something that’s done nowhere else in the world, now is the time to give it a go! Visit 
www.greatwheelbarrowrace.com for more information and to register. 
Parks & Open Spaces Action Plan
Council is continuing to implement the Parks & Open Spaces Strategy to improve liveability 
and community wellbeing across the Shire. I look forward to the opening of the new Splash 
Park in Mareeba and undertaking some longer-term planning for the Mareeba East Park 
Playground. 

Another project to upgrade the Bicentennial Lakes in Mareeba is also scheduled for 
completion in 2023. Council has received draft design sketches that will be used as part of a 
community engagement process which will take place in the coming months.

Work will also be commencing at Heritage Park in Dimbulah, Roscommon Park at 
Speewah and Bill Newman Park in Irvinebank later this year.  Take a look at Council’s website 
for additional information on the Action Plan.  
Council projects in progress
Council’s work crews have been undertaking emergency work on several roads requiring 
repairs following the recent wet weather. 

I would like to thank residents for their patience and understanding while Council 
responds to customer requests across our vast road network. I also encourage residents to 
report any new damage to Council.
Councillor Locky Bensted  •  lockyb@msc.qld.gov.au 

Dear Kuranda residents, 

With this heavy rain recently, it's great to know that the innovative ITS variable speed boards 
will soon be going up on the Kuranda Range. When conditions are dangerous, we'll be able 
to drop the speed limit and monitor for dangers reducing the number of accidents, and the 
length of time to clear them when they do occur.

From 20 February until 2 March there will be changed traffic conditions in place on the 
Kuranda Bridge, including single-lane operation, as TMR carry out periodic safety testing 
and maintenance.

Meanwhile, the planning study to investigate long-term solutions for the bridge is 
expected to be completed in March.

For up-to-date traffic and road condition information, call 13 19 40, visit  
www.qldtraffic.qld.gov.au, or download the QldTraffic app.

We know cost of living is rising but there is assistance. Queenslanders feeling the pinch 
can now seamlessly access billions of dollars of concession and rebate savings via updated 
Smart Savings website, visit www.concessionfinder.services.qld.gov.au

The National NAIDOC Week poster competition is now 
open, with the chance for artists to win a $10,000 cash prize.  
Visit www.naidoc.org.au for more information.

As always, if you need anything from me, please contact 
my local office at barron.river@parliament.qld.gov.au or call 
07 4229 0100. 
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• Lucerne (squares) and 
Rhodes hay (squares/rolls)

• Mulch (rolls) and  
sugarcane  
mulch (squares) 

Vale
PETR HANZAK

9 FEBRUARY 1958 – 22 JANUARY 2023

Kuranda resident Petr Hanzak tragically lost his life following 
a kayaking accident in the lower reaches of Behana Gorge in late 

January. A psychologist well-known locally in Kuranda, Mareeba and 
Smithfield, he lived with his wife Carrie in Kuranda for the past 10 years. 

Born in Czechoslovakia the son of Karel, a property developer, and his wife Jirina, a 
surgeon, the teenage Petr had early ambitions to be a professional kayaker and a psychologist 
in his homeland. Following the Warsaw Pact invasion of 1968, both avenues were blocked. 
His father detained by the Russians, Petr seldom ever saw him again. With his family 
consequently restricted and oppressed by the occupying regime, Petr became an engineer 
instead.

After the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 followed closely by the collapse of the USSR in 
1991, Petr saw his chance to escape with his wife and young family, including children Marie, 
Jan and Petr Jr, for a new life. He followed his older brother Ludek (dec.) to Australia, where 
he learned English and adapted quickly to his new country. His marriage dissolved in 2011. 

He met and married Carrie in Cairns before settling in Kuranda in 2013 where they made 
their home and garden surrounded by Kuranda’s wonderful wildlife. 

Notable for his great persistence, Petr went full circle to pursue and finally fulfil his 
original teenage ambitions, qualifying in his new career as a professional psychologist, and 
resuming his lifelong passion for kayaking. 

There is no doubt Petr was a most experienced kayaker of almost 50 years. At 15 he was 
in Czechoslovakia’s number one slalom racing team. Later his paddling was ocean-going, but 
once he discovered the Far North’s white-water kayaking locations, he was hooked. 

As they depend on each other for their life, FNQ’s white-water kayaking fraternity are a 
close-knit bunch. “The Bros” as they call themselves carry their craft and heavy loads uphill 
overland to get to the headwaters or are sometimes dropped in by helicopter. While drawn 
from a variety of professions, some are themselves members of Emergency Services teams. 

Fitter than some of the younger paddlers, Petr was known in the group as a “father-figure” 
who often trained and mentored newcomers both on the water and in their young lives. He 
also made them laugh. 

“He was very passionate, very helpful to anyone, and most generous with his time and 
skill,” fellow paddler Stu Brown said. 

More recently Petr started capturing their adventures from his drone, and when he wasn’t 
on the water, he was often editing his videos of these epic adventures on his computer. 

Petr will be sorely missed, but as his wife Carrie said, “It’s very hard, but if this was going 
to happen, I’m glad it was doing something that he loved so much.” Details will be notified 
soon for a Celebration of Life for Petr to be held at Lake Placid on Sunday 2 April, as well as a 
tribute site for people to leave messages. 

Eve Stafford, Kuranda

Education and NAPLAN – what is best for our students?
For many years, the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) test 
has been a topic of controversy in the education sector. While it's touted as a valuable tool to 
nationally assess student learning progress, it is increasingly becoming clear that it is doing 
more harm than good, particularly to the mental health of students.

Ms Kelly Ferguson, Head of School at Cairns Hinterland Steiner School explains “For 
some students, the pressure to excel in the test can be overwhelming. The high stakes nature 
of the exam means that many of the year 3, 5, 7, and 9 students feel immense pressure to 
perform well, which leads to stress and anxiety.”

According to recent studies, the pressure to excel can lead to a decrease in mental 
wellbeing, with some students experiencing stress and anxiety. In addition to the psychological 
impact of NAPLAN, the test has also been criticised for its impact on teaching and learning. 
Many teachers feel that the test does not provide a complete picture of a student's abilities, 
but instead, puts more emphasis on rote learning and test-taking skills. This can lead to a 
situation where students are drilled to learn how to answer the test questions rather than 
understanding the concepts.

“The narrow focus of NAPLAN testing comes at the expense of other subjects and 
activities, such as art and music, that may be equally important for  students' development 
and are part of a well-rounded education,” said Ms. Ferguson.

The negative impact of NAPLAN testing is not lost on students themselves, with many 
expressing their dislike for the test. For students, NAPLAN can be an unpleasant experience 
that takes away from their enjoyment of learning with many feeling that the pressure to do 
well can lead to an unhealthy fixation on grades and results. 

This impact is not limited to students. Educators feel the burden of preparing their 
students, often at the expense of other teaching and learning activities, and may see it as 
a reflection of their teaching capabilities. Parents can also experience stress and anxiety on 
behalf of their child, as low results may sometimes be equated to limited future opportunities 
for their child.

“At Cairns Hinterland Steiner 
School, we run the NAPLAN testing, 
as all Australian schools are required 
to do, however, our focus is on 
delivering the Steiner curriculum 
which includes alternative assessments 
that concentrate on all areas of 
student learning giving parents a more 
comprehensive view of their child’s 
abilities and talents.” said Ms Ferguson.

“While it's essential to nationally 
assess students' learning progress, the 
current system needs to be reviewed to 
ensure that it is not doing more harm 

than good. Instead, there needs to be a more balanced approach to education that takes into 
account the importance of holistic learning and values students' wellbeing.” 

Website: www.chss.qld.edu.au
Facebook: Cairns Hinterland Steiner School | Kuranda QLD (facebook.com)
Instagram: Cairns Hinterland Steiner (@cairnshinterlandsteinerschool)
Phone: 4093 8809
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7 POMP CLOSE  SPEEWAH 
 

Call Vik For an Obligation 
Free Appraisal, You’ll be 

Glad you did!  
0414 999 687 

BUYERS WANT TO LIVE 
IN YOUR AREA!  

Summit Solar & Electrical

Maintenance
Installation

Repairs

Forget the “season of mists and mellow fruitfulness” of last month, this is 
quagmire month. 

It’s what prevented the postman delivering a mailbox full of 
Valentine’s Day cards. I’m sure I will get them when the rain 
stops.

I’m not very good with grey skies, which is funny 
because the weather is not nearly as depressing as it 
used to be in the 80s wet seasons, when monsoonal 
rains would continue relentlessly for weeks on end 
and we clenched large twigs between our teeth to 
stop ourselves biting people if they said the rain 
was wonderful. 

Those were the ‘Gone Troppo’ days. I have 
vivid memories of driving my Kombi to Cairns 
from Clifton Beach using a broom attachment 
on a bent pole to wipe the windscreen on my 
way to help a friend out at Thuggee Bill’s, 
Cairns first Indian curry restaurant. The 
Captain Cook Highway was only two lanes 
then, from memory not being widened to four 
until 1987, and there were few cars on the road.

I’m still amazed I survived, or even got away 
with it, but in those days, I reckon we only had 
a handful of policemen in Cairns because the rot 
hadn’t set in. I don’t think I ever locked my car 
when working in town. The worst thing that could 
happen to it in those days was finding it carried 
away by flood waters, which would in fact have been 
a blessing. 

There wasn’t anything like the number of cars on the 
road as there is today of course. We probably even waved 
at people on the highway in the early eighties. I do remember a 
certain reluctance to get stuck behind ‘hat drivers’, the crawlers on the 
single lane highway who would chug along at 40km/h in their Mazda 323s 
or Hyundai Excels creating a caterpillar of frustrated motorists. Strangely, they always 
wore what we termed ‘bowling hats’ (no disrespect intended – I’m sure they weren’t all going 
bowling). 

The Cook Highway was frequently flooded in those days. Thomatis Creek bridge would 
disappear at the drop of a hat, and the Barron not long after. Helicopters delivered provisions 
to the little shop at the local caravan park at Clifton, and we all celebrated legal days off work. 
No working from home in those days unless you were in your own business of course.

Back to the present and we’ve gone from cobwebs sticking to walls through mouldy boots 
and musty smelling clothes to dog hair sticking to the fridge, and the paper in the printer is 
as wilted as a bag of Coles rocket leaves.

I lost my rubber clog in the mud (that sounds almost metaphorical and is quite fitting 
really given the mood I am in) outside the stables yesterday, sucked into the bowels of the 
earth accompanied by a loud slurp and a curse from me as mud and healthy earthworms 
oozed through my toes. 

I dreamt that night about Lawrence of Arabia’s servant Daud sinking in the quicksand 
of the Sinai Desert, only the sand was mud. It was one of those movie scenes you remember 

all your life. In my nightmare, I was trying to save him, but I was getting 
sucked in myself, up to my chin, and all I could think of was whether 

I had turned off the pet mince cooking on the stove 13,121.13 km 
away. 

That activated the panic button and I fought to get 
my arms to the surface of the mud, and my rubber clog 

was in the hands of a smiling Alan Joyce, promising 
10,000 Frequent Flyer points and a cocktail in the 

newly renovated Qantas business lounge at Cairns 
if I managed to get out of my predicament. 

He threw the sleeve of his Irish Tweed coat at 
me in a pathetic attempt to give me something 
with which he could haul me out. It landed on 
my face, smothering me prematurely. 

Pulling my arms up with superhuman 
strength, I threw his jacket, my sheet, a 
coverlet, a cat and two dogs off the bed and my 
air space, gasping for oxygen and jettisoning 
animals left, right and centre like King Kong 
with windmill arms, before arising from the 
bed like a demon; pets, pillows and suffocation 

dropping to the floor around me. Tripping over 
a dog, I stumbled off to the safety of the kitchen, 

trying to shake off the image of a disappearing 
Daud.

Outside the rain had started again, and I 
suddenly wondered if I had shut the car windows 

before I went to bed. Behind me, three dogs looked at 
each other, and then at me, as if to say, “Your fault, you 

fix it”. Smug little trio. I made a mental note to put barbed 
wire around my bed.
They aren’t on my bed when I go to bed, well, perhaps except 

the old kelpie, who isn’t the full quid anymore. They sneak up one by 
one, and oh so gently, maybe with the intent of smothering me so they can 

take over the Grinter estate. They’ll regret it when they realise pet mince does not 
grow on trees as none of them have driving licences or even know how to drive a shopping 
trolley, yet...

I let them know I was onto their plot, and reluctantly opened the back door to a curtain 
of rain overspilling the gutters. I stood there for a minute contemplating how Moses went 
about parting the Red Sea without technology. It must have been quite a challenge. Perhaps 
he phoned a friend.

Ugh. I put my still damp raincoat and red wellies on, grabbed a torch and out I went. My 
wellies were on the wrong feet, which gave me a rather peculiar walk but for some reason, I 
didn’t do anything about it.

The car was in the garage. 
Cursing my memory, I turned towards the house, pulling my raincoat around me as I 

stumbled back to the house, the dark house. The dark house? Didn’t I leave the lights on? 
The dogs had locked me out. 
Somewhere in the depths of the house, I could hear an alarm going off.
This time I woke up properly, gentle snores around me, and my bedclothes on the floor.

. . . the paper in the printer is as wil ted as a bag of Coles rocket leaves
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Local Picture Framing Shop
15 Therwine St, Kuranda | 0412 387 557

terranovagallery.com.au

• Memorabilia framing
• Canvas stretching  

and box frames
• Framing repairs

New paintings by Melanie Hava

  

©freelancecreative.biz

ARE YOU AN ELDER 
NEEDING CARE?

ARE YOU AN ELDER 
NEEDING CARE?

We are Nurses providing private care,

Stay at home or live with us in a home setting.
This gives you a great Lifestyle.

Ph: (07) 4093 8386     
Mob: 0410 114 404 P I L A T E S

KURANDA

Pilates for Every Body

your mat class with more..

serving Kuranda for over 8 years

find us on Facebook

classes with a quality, personal touch

7 classes a week

Contact Davini on 0414 994 123 
Jaide on  0488 229 700

You could acquire an artwork valued  
at $1000 for only $400!

Includes artworks from my gallery  
and works that have been kept in the  
vault for decades in my studio – all will  

now see the light of day.
A comprehensive collection of thumbnail sketches and book 

illustrations, framed and unframed. Prices range from  
$100 to $2000 (less 60%). 

Also available are some paintings on Belgium linen for 60% off.
This offer applies to friends and locals of North Queensland –  

a place that has inspired me for over 40 years.
WHERE: David H Stacey Gallery, Heritage Markets, Kuranda

DATE: 9 March to 16 March 2023 — 10am–3.30pm

FIRST DAY OPENING EVENT: 9 March 4–8pm  
with drinks and nibbles. Meet & greet the artist.  

RSVP to David at davidhstacey@outlook.com
This is a fundraising exercise to help meet  

the expenses of upcoming medical treatment.

Thank you for your support 
David

Once in a lifetime sale 60%
off all original  artworks and limited edition prints

David H Stacey
www.davidhstacey.com

Yes, this means what it says! 

Wednesday 8 March 2023
#EmbraceEquity

 “A focus on gender equity needs to be part of every 
society's DNA. And it's critical to understand the difference 

between equity and equality."



The Kuranda Paper  |  March 2023    11

www.kurandaartscoop.com
Cnr Coondoo & Thongon Streets • 4093 9026

The Focus on Kuranda 
Photography Group 
is a Facebook group for 
photographers of all levels. 
Photos featured here have 
received the most 'likes' for 
the previous month (at the 
time of going to print). 

AMRE_Slashes signboard x 3_866x180.indd   3

17/08/2017   12:30 pm

"Night life" 
Rosalie Rusch 
(25 January 2023) 

FEBRUARY

New Arts Co-op artist 
Bronnie Warburton and 

a sample of her work – 
earrings and painting 

"Yellow Butterfly Season"

Welcome Bronnie Warburton

The Kuranda Arts Co-op is pleased to welcome our new artist, Bronnie Warburton, painter 
and silversmith. Bronnie completed her Bachelor of Arts in Fine Arts Painting and Applied 
Design before travelling and working in the Middle East and India. 

Both Bronnie’s paintings and jewellery depict real and legendary creatures which stir up 
fun and magic for her, which she hopes they will do for you as well. 

www.kurandaamphitheatre.org 
info@kurandaamphitheatre.org
Kuranda Amphitheatre

The Kuranda Amphitheatre Society (KAS) AGM was held on Sunday 26 February and we are 
pleased to announce the new Committee for 2023.

• President: Trish Molloy
• Secretary: Jane Dyer
• Treasurer: Jenny Lane

Committee
• Maree Treadwell Kerr, Karen Scrivens, Sarah Rizvi, Ayesha Letsch

Support Team
• Site Manager: Tim Gronwold

Thanks to all members of the retiring 2022 Committee, some of whom have put in 
decades of selfless hard work to keep our community venue alive – especially through the 
extraordinarily hard challenges of the past few years. 

New Website 

We have a wonderful new website thanks to the volunteer efforts of Sarah Arrowsmith (of 
Arrowsmith Admin). Sarah has done a wonderful job of redeveloping and launching the 
new website. Check it out at www.kurandaamphitheatre.org. The 2022 Management 
Committee thanks her for all her hard work and dedication throughout the year. 

Please note our new email address is now info@kurandaamphitheatre.org

The new KAS Committee. L-R:Trish Molloy, Ayesha Letsch, Jenny Lane, Maree Treadwell Kerr, 
Sarah Rizvi, Jane Dyer. Absent Karen Scrivens.
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office@buluwai.org
www.buluwai.org

Buluwai Indigenous Corporation News

TLC TREE SERVICES
Family owned and operated

Damien Woodcock
Professional Arborist

BASED IN KURANDA

• Qualified Arborist
• Fully insured • Ergon authorised

• Qualified and highly experienced climber
• Free quotes and advice

• No job too big or too small

Experience ranging from small trees through to 
advanced rigging, crane work, block clearing 

and controlled tree removal.

treelc.com.au
0408 150 734

treelopperscairns@gmail.com

0402 537 952

Laurence Capocchi
Your local guy looking after your TV problems

All with a friendly  smile!

• New Antenna Installations
• VAST and Satellite Installations

• NBN - Wifi Networks
• Data, TV and Phone Outlets

• Home Theatre & Sound Systems

Antenna Guy
Laurence

laurence.antennaguy@gmail.com

07 4093 8256
24 Coondoo Street, Kuranda
sproutkuranda@gmail.com

Phone orders welcome

Looking After Country Grant Program (LACGP)

Buluwai Indigenous Corporation has applied for and 
been successful in our application for the Looking After 
Country Grant Program (LACGP) 2022-23. Recording 
and looking after cultural places is an important aspect for 
Buluwai traditional owners. The project is assisting with the 
protection of ancient rock art and other culturally significant 
sites.

This project will enable our Rangers to work alongside, 
and learn from, Archaeologist Alice Buhrich and QPWS and 
provide landcare and maintenance training experiences. The 
program will commence late March.

We ask all Buluwai families to encourage their young 
people if they are interested in training to be a Cultural 
Ranger. If interested in finding out more, please contact 
Astro Brim (Buluwai Head Ranger) before 20 March.

Great loss for our community

On a sad note, Buluwai Indigenous Corporation extends our 
condolences to the Hobbler Clan in the recent loss of our 
Chairman, Abby Hobbler.

If you would like to find out more about the Corporation’s 
activities, get a membership form, discuss Buluwai areas of 
responsibility with traditional owners or any other matter 
relating to the Buluwai tribe, Dianne Brim can be reached on 
0459 062 784.

Meetings & Contacts
10am–12pm, Saturdays @ Kuranda Amphitheatre
2023 Dates: 11 March, 8 April, 13 May, 10 June

Kunindooran Rock Art Gallery
Photo: Buluwai Digital Library

How is the Cassowary Art Trail progressing? How many 
statues will be in our region? To find out more we met with 
Jurg, the founder of the Cassowary Art Trail.

What is the latest on the Trail? 

At the moment Melanie Hava is painting another cassowary 
statue. In her painting she will express her family traditions.

When and where can we admire Melanie's painted 
statue? 

This, of course, depends on the artist, but we hope it will 

CassowarY art trail 
update

be finished by the end of March. We are very happy that 
the Kuranda Village Centre is going to lease and display 
Melanie's statue.

Are there other statues in the making? 

Yes, we received confirmation from CaPTA Group that they 
wish to host a statue at Rainforestation Nature Park and 
another one in Cairns at the Cairns Zoom and Wildlife Dome. 
This is expanding the Trail across the region which is what 
we were hoping for.

Do you have artists waiting to paint them?

We are very lucky that one statue will be painted by Jedess 
Hudson together with her father David Hudson. As many 
might know, David was one of the founders of the original 
Tjapukai Dance Theatre in Kuranda and is a world-renowned 
musician. The other one will be painted by the talented artist, 
Hayley Gillespie.

And when can we see these ones? 

We expect the painting will begin around April and should be 
able to view them around end of May.

Is there any interest from other display points 
across the region? 

Yes. We are in contact with different organisations from 
Mission Beach to the Daintree and the Atherton Tablelands, 
and hope to grow the Cassowary Art Trail in all these regions.

You’ve developed a fantastic project. Do you want 
to mention anything else? 

As you know, the project is in collaboration with Kuranda 
Conservation Community Nursery Inc, which is a not-for-
profit organisation. We need all the support we can get 
from locals, businesses and organisations to create a large 
Cassowary Art Trail across the region. This support benefits 
everybody. Thank you very much for this opportunity to 
share all this information which we hope will encourage 
many supporters to come on board.

Thanks to Jurg for this update and we wish you 
every success with growing the project.

If you would like to support the Cassowary Art Trail you can 
find more information at www.cassowarytrail.com.au or 
contact them at info@cassowarytrail.com.au
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1 Pademelon Lane, Kuranda 4881 
Phone: 4093 8834 | Email: kurandaconservation@hotmail.com 

www.kurandaconservation.org

The KCons Community Nursery is nearly always open!

This community NATIVE PLANT NURSERY  
specialises in plants that belong here. 

You can get BIN STICKERS at the nursery or order online at 
kurandaconservation.org 

SNAKES: We’re happy to relocate an unwanted snake. 

FERAL PIGS: We can assist with advice and referring you  
to trained shooters and trappers.

We have WILDLIFE CARERS who will assist with  
injured wildlife – 0408 548 886.

Two BOX TRAILERS available for you to borrow – 4093 8834

All your stock feed and small animal
supplies in one convenient location

Free advice and friendly service!!

Supplies for all your animals including:
Horse, Chicken, Dog, Cat, Pig, Cows & more

Located at the Speewah Equestrian Centre
(5 Douglas Track, Speewah)

Click & Collect or local delivery available

www.speewahfeedbarn.com.au
Ph: 4093-0342

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED PROVIDER
with an all AUSSIE sales & support team

FIBRE   |   FIXED WIRELESS   |   SATELLITE
NO CONTRACTS.....  EVER!!!

Reliable NBN Connection from $69.95/mth!

Call us today and make the switch!

07 4222-111107 4222-1111

WE ARE NBN TRAINED TECHNICIANS & SPECIALISE IN
GETTING REGIONAL AND REMOTE CUSTOMERS ONLINE

We make getting connected easy!!!
www.ausinternet.com.au

THE NURSERY
We’ve never seen the nursery looking so marvellous. 
The on-and-off rain and the not-too-hot sunny days 
are just the right mixing for good growth, not to 
mention the perfect soil mix Kim makes up for us. We 
mix wildlife poo and rotted down wood chip which 
is giving our plants all they need. Our belief that 
native poo processed by worms plus native organic 
matter is the right stuff for growing native plants is 
validated.
Now is a good time to plant – the soil is deeply moist 
and there is more wet weather on the way. It’s easy to 
dig and plant. With growth at its optimum right now, 
we need to make room in the nursery so we’re open 
to making deals that you just can’t pass up. You win 
— we win.

A NO SNAKE STORY — I saw a snake upon a stair; I 
saw a snake that wasn’t there!
We’ve been called out to a few times where a snake 
has been trapped in a room so that we could catch 
it, only to find that somehow it has disappeared into 
thin air. The small ones are the best escape artists. 
We know they’re out there and that’s the best place 
for them – out there!

BIN STICKERS AND T-SHIRT TRANSFERS
Our famous bin stickers (thanks Rebecca Koller, 

CASSOWARY SIGHTINGS

We are still getting reports of cassowaries crossing 
to and from the bus depot. One of Elvis’s chicks has 
already been killed at this section of road this season. 
While the fence is supposed to deter the birds, the 
gates are left open so the birds can still come and go. 
Roads are the single biggest reasons for cassowaries 
being killed.
To report a sighting, especially one where a 
cassowary is in danger, go to  
www.kurandaregion.org/cassowary-records 
under Kuranda Region Cassowary Families or call 
4093 8834 or 0439 899 731. The Department of 
Environment’s reporting number is 1300 130 372.

THIS WET SEASON A BOON FOR THE NURSERY

We call this happiest of native flowers, Helen's Hibiscus 
and we have lots in the nursery. It is not actually a hibiscus, 
but an Abelmoschatus moschatus. Once the plant gets 
established, it will drip seeds around itself and you'll enjoy 
it for years to come. It likes to be kept moist in a spot with 
some sun and shade.

wildlife artist) are in stock. Order online/Facebook or 
pick up from the nursery.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Our AGM will be on 25 March at Kuranda 
Conservation headquarters at 10am.

THE CASSOWARY ART TRAIL
Kuranda is leading the demand for painted cassowary 
statues because they are bringing visitors to our 
town. Atherton, Babinda and Mission Beach are also 
showing interest. Everyone wants a piece of the 
action. What a fantastic project it’s turned out to be. 
Contact us or Jurg Jutzi on 0429 085 066 for more 
information about these treasures.

COMPUTER REPAIRS
Back by popular demand

Computer Repairs & Upgrades
New PC System builds
Laptop Sales & Repair

Virus Removal
Data Recovery & MoreData Recovery & More

Located at Speewah
Fully equiped workshop

All services by appointment only
Regional Technology Solutions Pty Ltd

Ph: 4222-1033 for an appointment
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Shop online - www.sandravidendesign.com

18
12

2A
RJ

Est.1991 Australian made and designed

Shop: 11 Coondoo St. Kuranda  1300 575 107
OPEN 7 DAYS 10.30 am - 3.00 pm

Phone for a 
New Catalogue

1300 575 107

Classic Collection

Two-storey high, unique Dinosaur Skeleton,
fossil and gemstone museum, gift shop,

gemstones, crystals and jewellery.
Located at the Original Kuranda Rainforest

Markets – look out for the
big Dinosaur out the front!

FREE ADMISSION

7–11 THERWINE STREET, KURANDA
emuridgegallery@bigpond.com

Wed–Sun
9am to 3pm

DINOSAURS IN 
KURANDA

0408 728 711

kurandahistory@gmail.com
PO Box 896, Kuranda
Kuranda Historical Society

Working with the Kuranda community to preserve  
our history and tell our stories

Update on Jon William’s Kuranda “Totem Poles” 

The Kuranda Historical Society (KHS) is pleased to share 
that Council have advised they have no plans for removing 
the iconic Kuranda totem poles at the highway turnoff into 
Kuranda. The poles were crafted 35 years ago by long-
standing Kuranda resident, Jon Williams, who passed away 
in 2022. KHS first contacted the family to ascertain their 
wishes for this public work and then the Mareeba Shire 
Council CEO for further information when concerns were 
raised in public media around the Council’s plans for the 
sign. Our representative, Wendy Bindley, ascertained the 
Council’s only concern was the integrity of the structure. KHS 
members are currently assessing whether any restoration 
work is required. 

any graves that you think need identifying or know of the 
stories behind the known graves. Also if you would like to 
get involved in the project in any way, or have suggestions 
for a gravesite trail name, please contact Anne Clarke  
0418 772 380. 

60 years ago…

One of the anniversaries coming up this year is the opening 
of the upgraded hydroelectricity power plant. The official 
opening was 7 September 1963, It was a great event with the 
Premier of Queensland officiating. The captivating story of 
the challenges, resourcefulness and heroism displayed during 
the original hydro construction in the 1920s is set out on the 
story board in the window Kuranda Historical Society’s office 
in Centenary Park .

Speaking gravely about Kuranda

Who hasn’t visited the cemeteries in country towns to get a 
feel for who lived and worked there and the perils they faced? 
Graves and cemeteries offer a unique view of a community’s 
history. The Kuranda Historical Society wants to capture 
this information for our town and environs before it’s all 
lost in the sands of time. This project will build on and 
bring together the work already done in the last decades to 
record those buried in and round the town. It will entail first 
identifying graves, including those that are badly damaged 
in Kuranda Cemetery and others on roadsides or on private 
land, recording their location and attracting funding for 
restoration and protection. We would ultimately like to 
develop 'grave trail' including the pioneer graves both in the 
Kuranda Cemetery and those on public land located around 
the area. We are keen to hear from anyone who knows of 

Kuranda Artists – A History of….

Jan Weaver, long-time resident (with a rather large gap 
working overseas), retired librarian and part of the KHS 
committee, has started a project to compile the stories of 
artists who have spent their time in Kuranda and helped 
form the creative 'soul' that is so much part of our town. 
There have been so many wonderful artists (famous or 
otherwise) attracted to the Kuranda region for its natural 
beauty, acceptance and freedom, that these people are 
certainly deserving of a stand-alone historical genre. The 
KHS has been the lucky recipients of several works of art for 
our collection as bequests. 

The first 'passed' artist Jan is researching is Cecil 'Paddy' 
Taylor. Cecil was born in 1909. He became known as Paddy 
and he worked as a town planner in Sydney. He was also an 
artist who was hung in the Archibald Prize 14 times under his 
name CG (Cecil George) Taylor. Paddy was married to Nora 
Florence (Bennet) Taylor. He moved from Sydney to Kuranda 
in the 1970s and passed away in 2000. Equally, we could put 

a number of other 
resident artists onto 
the list. Anyone 
who has suggestions 
or information 
regarding our artistic 
treasures please 
contact Jan Weaver 
0421 258 169. 

History Quiz Night

Yes – there will be another one! Be sure to put 6 May into 
your diaries. It’s the day of the coronation of King Charles III 
so stand by for a Right Royal theme! 

Damaged grave of John Warren Herbert Keating over the road 
from the Kuranda Original Rainforest Markets. 

Jon William’s totem poles at the entrance to Kuranda – a long-
standing landmark of historic  significance for the community.

Aerial view of the Barron Gorge Hydro Project infrastructure 
upgrade. Photo: Cairns Historical Society

Paddy Taylor's painting of the Bottom Pub. See if you can 
recognise anyone.
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www.minibeastwildlife.com.au

Tel: 0403 210 431
leon@waterboresqld.com.au
www.waterboresqld.com.au

WaterBores QLD are your local water drilling specialists

Based in Kuranda and servicing Far North Queensland

Call Leon for a free site inspection and quote

• Domestic bores • Stock bores • Irrigation bores.

Alan Henderson, Minibeast Wildlife

Top: A Jumping Jack (Myrmecia nigrocincta) guarding the 
entrance to its nest near Windy Hollow Road.

Above: A huge Bull ant (Myrmecia mjobergi) photographed at 
Mt. Hypipamee, although this species has also been found near 
Kuranda.

Photos: Alan Henderson

With enormous jaws and a sting which brings searing 
pain, bull ants are both recognisable and feared by most 
Australians. They are among the largest ants in Australia and 
in the world for that matter, with only a few species overseas 
which rival them in size. There are almost 100 different 
species of bull ants in Australia which belong to the genus 
Myrmecia. While the size and colour varies somewhat species 
to species, their basic body shape and large mandibles is 
quite similar throughout the group.

There are several species local to this region, the largest 
are found in rainforests and on the Tablelands. Locally, the 
most common species are the smaller but more aggressive 
jumping species – known as Jumping Jacks (Myrmecia 
nigrocincta). Jumping Jacks are common in the savannah 
eucalypt forests towards Speewah and beyond. 

Bull ants are considered to be among the most primitive 
of all ants in the world. Their colonies are relatively small, 
with numbers of individuals in the low hundreds rather than 
thousands like many other ant species. Their social structure 
is also quite simple compared to some of the more advanced 
species. They have a single fertile queen whose sole role it 
is to lay eggs, and infertile female workers who carry out all 
the work required to keep the colony alive. Seasonally, fertile 
male and female (new queen) bull ants are produced. These 
have wings and leave the nest to start new colonies. 

These ants can be extremely aggressive when defending 
their nests and have excellent eyesight enabling them to 
locate intruders. Many people who are stung believe the large 
mandibles inflict the pain, however, it is a sting located in 
the abdomen that causes this severe discomfort. Bull ants 
can sting multiple times – just like wasps – and use this for 
capturing insect prey as well as for defence.

They are active by day and night, and the workers forage 
over long distances on their own rather than in trails like many 
other ants. Workers collect insects which they overpower and 
sting, taking them back to the nest to feed the young. Despite 
their large jaws, the adult bull ants feed mainly upon sugars, 
such as nectar from flowering plants. 

Bull ant ‘babies’ are called larvae. They are helpless, small 
white grubs which are kept deep in the nest and are tended to 
by the workers as they develop and grow. Dead and paralysed 
insects are brought to them to feed upon until they are ready 
to pupate. Pupation is the same process a caterpillar goes 
through to metamorphose into a butterfly. Bull ants do this 
within a brown paper-like case or cocoon. When the adult 
bull ants emerge they are fully formed, but just a little lighter 
in colour than their older counterparts.

Living within moist tunnels in the ground exposes bull 
ants to all sorts of bacteria which live naturally within the 
soil. Bull ants have evolved their own natural defence to 
this, and are able to manufacture their own antibiotics using 
specialised glands called metapleural glands. These secrete 
antibiotics onto the surface of the ants’ bodies, preventing 
the growth of bacteria and fungi. Research into this and many 
other invertebrate-produced chemicals is a growing area of 
science, and these little creatures may provide us with some 
important breakthroughs in human medicine and technology 
in future years.

relics of a bygone age
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15%
OFF

Hurry offer ends 
31 March 2023

MATERIALS

Gutter Guard NQ

REPORT YELLOW CRAZY ANTS

CALL: 1800 CRAZY ANT
p |  4241 0525         e | yca@wtma.qld.gov.au  

w | wettropics.gov.au/yellow-crazy-ants         facebook | @ycawettropics

4mm body length

143 BYRNES STREET MAREEBA 4880

open weekdays 8.30am to 5pm

INCOME TAX
SUPERANNUATION

ACCOUNTING
ASSET PROTECTION

BOOK KEEPING
WEALTH CREATION

AUDIT
4092 1244

mareeba@grubersbeckett.com.au

1.30pm Envirocare Nursery – Guest speakers Dameon 
Hunter of Bulmba Rangers, plus Lorenzo Bertola and his 
research into the Kuranda Tree frog's family tree. 

3–5pm Community Planting Celebration "Join the 
Target" – to plant and mulch 1000 stems for Kuranda 
Tree frog habitat – all holes dug, just bring a hat, closed 
in shoes and a smile. Site is opposite the corner of High 
Chapparal and Oak Forest Roads. 

From 3pm – Nature-based activities for kids with 
Mermaid Amy. 

5.30pm – Envirocare Talk and BBQ. RSVP for catering 
by texting “Celebration” and your name and numbers to 
0419 624 940 or info@envirocare.org.au

We are celebrating our 2023 target with 1000 stems in the ground at our community planting

Mankind has always had a special relationship with animals 
– for labor, transport, sustenance, companionship … and 
mostly this is quite logical. Except, why would we choose 
animals for companionship over fellow humans?

Simple. Animals act on instinct, to fulfil their base 
needs. Other than for pure survival, they cannot lie, deceive, 
manipulate, or judge. They live in the moment. And some, 
like dogs, live for more than that. They live to please and help 
their human companions. 

The research is undeniable. Our canine companions can 
TRULY be our best friends.

Why is this important? Simple. Even though the topic of 
mental health has become more palatable, in some circles it 
is still one of the 'unmentionables'. Especially amongst men. 
I personally watched my father slide into deep depression, 
isolating himself and refusing professional help, simply 
because it wasn’t part of his upbringing to admit to such 
'weaknesses' and because he didn’t have any mates willing to 
call him out on it. 

Organisations such as Men’s Shed, Beyond Blue, Fathers 
Mental Health Network, and more, provide fantastic practical 
support and a discussion platform. However, countless men 
of all types still struggle to admitting to anyone — friend, GP, 
family, or colleague — that they suffer from a mental health 
issue.

This is where animals—specifically dogs—come in. 
Dogs are recognised internationally as being able to assist 

physical and emotional conditions. I, guided by a talented 

local trainer, am training my own dog as a therapy dog, able 
to access hospitals, nursing homes and other facilities to 
provide support to patients and residents recovering from 
illnesses or suffering the effects of ageing and isolation. 

I spent three months as a hospital inpatient recovering 
from severe trauma, and every Tuesday a lady would bring 
her Dalmatian to the ward to support the patients. Twelve 
years later I remember every visit. It was a key part to 
spurring me towards recovery. 

Research throughout innumerable demographics have 
reported the positive effects on emotional and physical 
wellbeing after interactions with suitable dogs – whether it 
was a person’s own beloved Chihuahua or a stranger’s gentle 
Labrador.

We cannot deny that physical and mental health have 
a reciprocating link. As one improves or declines, so shall 
the other. Dogs require routine, structure, daily walks, 
feeding and yard management – just some of the physical 
health benefits to the owner. They provide companionship, 
warmth, cuddles, devotion and a social avenue – just a few 
of the mental health benefits. They can detect anxiety, stress, 
epilepsy, hypertension, autism symptoms, inflammation and 
infection and so very much more. 

And best of all, they will not judge. They will forgive. For 
a man (or woman) in strife, a dog (their own or another) can 
truly be their best friend. No, not every dog is suitable to 
provide support, but so many of them are! My message? Find 
a friendly dog – your own or visit a local shelter. Give it a pat. 
And smile as you do so.

Julia Ayliffe, new Kuranda She-Shed member

Julia and Tomas
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Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce
communitytaskforce.org.au
coordinator@communitytaskforce.org.au

Free invasive ant identification workshop

Looking for some weekend ant-spiration? 

The Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce is hosting an 
invasive ant identification workshop to teach people how 
to spot yellow crazy ants and electric ants. 

These invasive ants outcompete native ants and takeover 
an ecosystem through spreading and decimating local 
critters and small wildlife. Infestations occur in natural 
areas and can also spread into residential areas and 
farms, impacting our lifestyle and industry.

As a community we need to be aware of these pests so 
that we can report any possible sightings. 

This free workshop will have you looking under a 
microscope to identify the unique features that set these 
invasive species apart from the native ones.

The event is on Saturday 4 March 2023 – 10am to 1pm at 
the Kuranda Recreation Centre, Fallon Road, Kuranda. 

Speakers from Biosecurity Queensland and Wet Tropics 
Management Authority will be there to deliver an update 
on how their eradication programs are progressing and 
answer any questions about how they survey, treat and 
eliminate these invasive species from backyards, farms 
and natural areas.

Meet one of the canine team, an odour detection dog will 
be on site to demonstrate how powerful her nose is at 
finding yellow crazy ants. 

There will be fun and games to up your ANTy on 

Invasive ant identification 
workshop 2019. L-R: Jeff 
Jackson (WTMA), Ciara 
Bridgland (Yellow Crazy 
Ant Community Taskforce) 
and Gary Morton 
(Biosecurity Queensland).

Please RSVP for catering by visiting the Yellow Crazy Ant Community Taskforce 
Facebook page event or contact the coordinator on 0409 647 714 or  
coordinator@communitytaskforce.org.au

identifying the distinguishable features of these invasive pests, followed by a free lunch.

Community Nursery and Landcare

Opening times (others by appointment)
Nursery – 284 Myola Road, Kuranda  

Monday and Thursday 9am–1pm • Saturday 10am–1pm

Cash, 'tap and go' or internet bank transfer available

4093 8989 (nursery) • 0419 624 940
info@envirocare.org.au • www.envirocare.org.au

Caring for Kuranda’s environment
“by standing on the shoulders of those who have gone before”

Box trailers for hire.  
Pick up and return, 19 Kullaroo Close, Kuranda. All plugs catered for.

Text or call Cathy 0419 624 940 to book.

Let’s get Kuranda on the frog map of Australia with a week-
long frog survey from Monday 20 March. Join in by getting 
out at night and recording your frog calls with the FrogID 
app. If you need help, would like to volunteer to survey, or 
like us to survey your place, please text to 0419 624 940 or 
email info@envirocare.org.au – 
see Friends of Kuranda Tree frog 
(KTF) facebook page for more 
details. 

Ever wonder why you can’t grow the plants that your friend 
who lives in other parts of the Kuranda such as Speewah or 
Koah? There’s quite a difference in rainfall and then there’s 
the ground! Soils around Kuranda are either mostly clay 
soils weathered from the underlying metamorphic rocks 
(i.e. Hodgkinson Formation), or alluvial soils washed down 
from higher in the catchment along the Barron River and 
sometimes larger creeks. The vast majority of the Kuranda 
area contains clay soils weathered from metamorphosed 
sediments which are 360–420 million years old. These old 
rocks include a wide range of materials including arenite, 
mudstone, phyllite, and slate. Consequently, there is a wide 
range of soils in the Kuranda area. However, most have the 
following characteristics:

• Red, brown or yellow and high in clay and usually 
acidic (pH 5-6)

• Poorly structured and highly weathered 
• Low fertility and often deficient in minerals

The small areas of alluvial soils are generally more fertile 
due to the addition of sandy and often basaltic material from 
the Tablelands along the Barron River.

All of the Kuranda soils are effectively improved by 
the addition of mulch and natural fertilisers. The addition 
of mulch can help modify the pH and restore an effective 
environment for micro-organisms. So the bottom line is your 
garden plants and trees are mining the nutrient from your 
soil. If you have river sandy loam then nutrients are good, 
but you need more mulching for water retention. The rest 
of us need to add nutrients with compost and mulch, with 
additional elements for specific plants e.g. quickly leached 
zinc due to high rainfall means citrus needs addition to grow 

International Frog Day 20 March and 
Tropical Frog survey week

Why won’t this grow?

Monday 20–26 March – Monthly frog monitoring fun 
starts at new time 6.45pm. We’ll have a film crew with us 
next month. Check Facebook or text Cathy 0419 624 940 to 
join the group texts and emails.
Saturday 25 March – Community Planting 
Celebration (see advert on page 16) – 1.30 pm Guest 
speakers at the Envirocare nursery. 3–5pm Community 
Planting “Join the target”. 5.30pm Talk and BBQ. 
Nursery volunteering – Mondays and Thursdays 9am 
till noon and Saturdays 10am till noon.

• Date Claimers •

Cardwell 
lilly

A plant that grows well in shady positions with its large 
glossy kidney shaped leaves and abundant attractively 
scented white flowers, held on stalks above the leaves. It’s a 
great gift for a new Kuranda area resident. It’s very tolerant 
of soil types, dies down in the dry and looks spectacular once 
the rains start. The leaves unfurl rapidly from the ground. 
Be careful to mark where they are so you don’t dig them up 
accidently during the dry. 

Plant of the month – Cardwell lilly
Proiphys ambionensis

well. Upside is that clay soils hold moisture for longer! For 
more info on Kuranda soils go to www.eisdocs.dsdip.qld.
gov.au/KUR-World%20Integrated%20Eco-resort/EIS/
appendices/appendix-1-soils-and-geology.pdf



18     March 2023  |  The Kuranda Paper

www.msc.qld.gov.au/libraries

In this session you will learn: 
• the different types of social media tools available 

• what each of them actually do 
• which platform could be the right one for you

 

Digital Zoom Workshop
Introduction to Social Media

Mareeba Shire Library Service

Bookings, visit http://bit.ly/3JBT0Xs or scan

Thursday 30 March 2023
10.30-12.30

 

Chillagoe, Dimbulah, Kuranda and Mareeba Libraries 
or in the comfort of your own home

Celebrating 100 Years

The Queensland Country Women’s Association (QCWA) Kuranda branch is celebrating 100 
years, and the Mareeba Shire Libraries are honoured to have been offered a copy of the slide 
show in celebration of this historic event. 

The slide show, Queensland Country Women’s Association Centenary 1922-2022 – 100 
years and Beyond, celebrates the Kuranda Branch’s years of service to our community.

The slide show chronicles the history, friendship and community connection of the Kuranda 
Branch of the Country Women’s Association through newspaper items from 
The Kuranda Paper. 

The slide show is available for public viewing at the Kuranda and Mareeba 
library. Please make a computer booking online on Council’s website, or by 
scanning the QR code (right), or visit the library to view this wonderful slice 
of history. 

Introduction to social media – Mareeba Library branches
LIVE ONLINE TUTORING WORKSHOP – Thursday 30 March 10.30am–12.30pm

Do you have a Facebook account? What about Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter, Skype or 
WhatsApp? Whether you have already started on your technological journey, or you just want 
to find out a bit of information, learning about these tools might just help you in this digital 
age. 

Join Stay in Touch-technology tutoring and support for a virtual workshop on 
Thursday 30 March 10.30am–12.30pm to explore the world of social media via a live Zoom 
meeting with real time interactions, tutoring and technology assistance.

Bookings for the online workshop can be made on Eventbrite using the QR code in the 
advertisement opposite.

Or you can contact your branch library to make a booking for a Tech Savvy session to create 
an email account for delivery of the workshop training material prior to 30 March 2023. 

For enquiries contact the Kuranda Library and Council Office on 4093 9185.

CALLING ALL WRITERS!

THE THEME FOR MARCH IS 

March 9, 2023Kuranda ExclusiveIssue No. 2

Pick a famous movie and
spend 15 minutes writing 
a scene from it from an
unusual perspective. 

KURANDA 
WRITERS GROUP 
MEETS MONTHLY 
ON THE 2ND THURSDAY 
10-12 NOON

PH: 0435 001156At the
Kuranda
Library

WWW.FACEBOOK.
COM/KURANDA-

WRITERS-GROUP-
106231515332401

N E X T  M E E T :

 

 T H U R S D A Y  

9 T H  M A R C H

1 0 - 1 2  N O O N  

Your aim is to achieve a balance between being too obscure 
and making it too obvious. Feel free to add internal dialogue.
At our next meeting in March, everyone reads their movie scene
to the others and all the other participants see if they can guess
what the movie is. See our FB page for movie ideas.

Belly Button BLISS
Feeling up tight, something’s not right?

Caught in one of life's dip blips and want it to go away?
Don’t slit your wrists, life's better than this.

Throw it all, into life’s Suck It Bucket 
Navel Gaze your mind far away to Belly Button Bliss.

Let it do its magic
Leave behind that mental stress and get refreshed, give the head a complete rest?

Join the Navel Gazing enthusiasts.
Enjoy the gentle influence of Belly Button Bliss 

It’s not a myth, the trick is, don’t resist
Enjoy nothingness at its best, it’s not mental laziness.

It’s the enhancement of the Cosmic Conscience. 
Navel Gaze yourself away, for as long as you can get away with it.

Belly Button Bliss is tranquilness, at its best, go on
Have a rest.

Christopher Headmesser (check out Hip Pocket Poetry Presents on Facebook)
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Humans are in the main social creatures. For our mental 
and indeed physical health we often need others. We can feel 
alone even with people, and conversely we can feel fine while 
being alone. Yes some of us enjoy solitude. However, in my 
own case at least, I eventually need to relieve my solitude and 
seek company to avoid going a little stir crazy, so it’s good 
to have social contacts to do this with. At different stages 
in life our need for company or feelings of loneliness can 
fluctuate. Often when younger our need for company is at an 
all time high which is why loneliness at this stage can affect 
us profoundly. And sometimes as we get older we lessen our 
need for company, but this is not always the case and our 
core personality plays a big part in our needs.

“Loneliness and social isolation are different, but 
related. Loneliness is the distressing feeling of being 
alone or separated. Social isolation is the lack of social 
contacts and having few people to interact with regularly.”  
www.nia.nih.gov/health/loneliness-and-social-isolation-
tips-staying-connected

The recent COVID-19 pandemic highlighted many of the 
issues associated with loneliness and isolation during the 
enforced lockdowns. Depression and pet ownership rocketed 
during this time and social media did help many stay in touch 
though it also contributed to high anxiety levels. 

There are many reasons that social isolation and 
loneliness may affect folks in your neighbourhood or town 
– living alone or living away from home for the first time, 
being a caregiver, poverty, have health or hearing problems, 
have had a major life change or loss, have language barriers, 
are housebound, experience age, racial, ethnic, sexual 
orientation, and/or gender identity discrimination where you 
live, have psychological, cognitive challenges or depression, 
have no transport, live rurally or are elderly. 

Indeed many of our elderly can experience isolation 
coupled with a sudden need for assistance due to changes 
in getting older such as hearing, vision or memory loss, 
disability, no longer able to drive, trouble getting around, 
and/or the loss of family and friends. Single parents and the 
recently divorced are also at high risk for loneliness. And of 
course living rurally as we do in Kuranda is a risk too.

Protecting our inter-generational food-plant seeds

Luckily there are many ways to help folks feel less lonely 
or isolated. If you know your street or community well, then 
keep an eye out for people at risk for loneliness. Housebound 
folk or people with no vehicle are particularly vulnerable. 
Drop in on them for a cuppa or to drop off a home-cooked 
meal. Start a Facebook page or post on the town noticeboard 
for new arrivals to your area or for people wanting to make 
community connections. Ask at your local Community or 
Neighbourhood Centre if they have any community programs 
to help foster connections? Maybe they have a drop in centre 
you can help out at or an elders or disability program to help 
with shopping or errands. Many places have a migrant centre 
like Centacare Migrant Settlement Service in Cairns where 
you can volunteer at, to tutor or help settle new folks and be 
a new friend. 

If you are the one feeling lonely, one of the most 
important things is to get out of the house and engage in 
activities, even if your motivation is low. Join a local club, 
organisation or online community, go to community markets 
and events, volunteer or study locally or just get out and walk 
the dog where you are bound to meet other dog walkers for 
a chat. Kuranda has many worthwhile groups that would 
love to have your company and contribution. Also check The 
Kuranda Paper, Kuranda Noticeboard and other Facebook 
pages for more ways to connect with other great groups and 
events and feel more connected. Here are a few:

• Koah Hall 0409 333 404 has too many great Community 
activities happening to name – check the Koah Hall 
Facebook page.

• Kuranda Amphitheatre has regular events and 
welcomes members and volunteers. Contact them via 
Facebook or www.kurandaamphitheatre.org

• Join a local Wildlife or Wildlife Carer group/
organisation such as BatReach 4093 8858, WildLife 
Rescue 4053 4467, and the Frog Monitoring Project, 
Yellow Crazy Ant Control or Tree Planting 4093 8989

• Environmental Groups to volunteer with include 
Envirocare Nursery 4093 8989 or Kuranda 
Conservation Community Nursery 4093 8834

• Checkout the Kuranda Men's (& She) Shed for making 

great things and new friends 0437 339 178
• Paper folders are welcome for The Kuranda Paper once 

a month and there’s a cuppa afterwards 4093 8942
• Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre welcomes volunteers 

or join the Kuranda Community Garden 4093 8933
• FriendLine supports anyone who's feeling lonely, needs 

to reconnect or just wants a chat. Available 7 days a 
week on 1800 424 287, or chat online with one of their 
trained volunteers. (All conversations are anonymous).

Community 
Energy Cards 

The glorious sunflower
Goodness! For starters, look at the amazing patterning in these miraculously wonderful 
sunflowers, so gorgeous and so nourishing as well, for us humans and for the many kinds of 
pollinators that love these flowers, and also the many animals that forage on their nutritious 
seeds.

This photo sequence from local seedsaver Ulla Melchiorsen, is a flower from its smaller 
bud, to the next where the pollen is flourishing and attracting the many pollinators and 
beneficial insects, including the native bee – can you see them there? And then to the seeds 
growing and then plump and ready for harvest in their beautiful 'golden ratio' Fibonacci 
sequence intrinsically exquisite natural design.

The sunflower has been a part of the human journey for well over five thousand years, 
starting in Turtle Island, North America where indigenous growers utilised the plant for food, 
fibre, fodder, beauty, dyes and medicine, and making it's way with early human travels across 
the oceans and land-masses to the other continents.

There are many natural varieties of sunflowers, some yielding more of the natural and 
sought after oils than others. The natural oils can be extracted and the remainder of the seed 
used for food and fodder. The sunflower is now one of the four highest oil producing plants 
in the commercial world, and much hybridisation and genetic manipulation has produced 
plants that require particular growth and pollination methods, and of course, the purchase of 
these patented seeds for each new crop. These 'new varieties' produced in laboratories for the 
greed-based industrial agricultural models are under the belief they can perfect and improve 
on nature, mainly to produce higher yields faster, though what is the true cost?

Not being able to sow the seeds from the foods we grow, needing to purchase patented 
seeds from corporations seems like a devastating step away from human beings having 

control over their own food.
So with our seedsaving 

efforts we need to ensure we 
start with natural and organic/
biodynamic seeds, grow them 
organically and harvest them 
and save the seeds of the best 
flowers and seed-heads that 
we grow...this is the way the 
thousands of generations of 
food/medicine growers have 
hand-selected seeds from 
their harvest and grown the 
best for the coming generations, and 
so we can start in our own homes by purchasing organic/
biodynamic non-hybrid seeds and foods, and turn the tide 
from our own kitchens and through our own stomachs and 
those of our children, via healthy soils and water systems 
from regenerative agricultural practices.

The sunflower has also become the symbol of a non-
nuclear future, with these plants being used for phytoremediation after nuclear disasters, 
absorbing and removing toxins, even including radiation, from contaminated soils, with 
the plants then being burnt and contained, as these toxic elements, now in process of being 
removed from the soil, can still remain present and harmful for hundreds of thousands of 
years.

To save the seeds, let the flowers transform to the seed-heads, and the seed-heads grow 
to their fullness, which is evident with the seeds filling all the available spaces and bursting 
with life, cut them from the stalks and hang in a cool dry space. Remove the seeds from the 
seed-head for nourishing snacks, next years plantings, give some away and put some in the 
seedbank to share with others.

Contact seedsavers@kurandaregion.org to access meeting notices and your local 
community seedbank, also if you have seeds to share.

Also, check in to Kuranda tv online to watch recent videos by Andre Leu, president of 
Regeneration International, and Steve Boniwell with abundant food-growing systems and 
fuel-less-pump watering designs, and syntropic agriculture and many others.

"Bandicoot Garden Sunflower" 
composite artwork by Ulla 

Melchiorsen, which includes 
sunflower seeds.
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OUR SERVICES:
• Supply Cardboard Caskets
• Information and Referral

• Provision of resources e.g. Will Kits

Margaret Yandell
Secretary/Director
0413 653 735
tender.fnq@gmail.com

Incorporated with Deductible Gift Recipient Status

The Kuranda Paper 
is a not-for-profit 

publication. 
Profits generated 

by advertising 
support local 
community 
groups and 

projects. 

Astrology
THE STARS IN march

Rob hart

by

Resident Astrologer & Tarot Card Reader
Kuranda Heritage Markets
4093 0218 or 0499 548 456

This could be a month of celebration!
Of the 10 planets that make up our solar system 

(including the Sun – a star, and the Moon – a satellite, 
but astrologically grouped with 'the planets') all but 
three change zodiac signs during March. 

And they all form a tight concentration of 
planetary influence in a 120-degree Air trine between 
Aquarius and Gemini. Quite a unique pattern and 
given that the element 'Air' relates primarily to 
communication, thought and information, then the 
communication channels will be running hot.

Pluto and Mars 'contain' all the rest of the planets 
in the trine arc, so much of it will be quite explosive 
and transformative. Huge changes on all levels. 
Exciting. Personal and global.

Now here’s the really big news – the outer planet 
Pluto, whose orbit describes the circumference of 
our solar system, moves into Aquarius on 23 March 
as the Sun and Moon cross the equinox point of 
zero degrees Aries. As the Earth is now entering the 
precessional "Age of Aquarius" this really is a unique 
time in our planetary evolution. Pluto has a 250 
year old orbit of the zodiac, the precession cycle is 
approximately 25,000 years, and for both the cycles 
to synchronise in Aquarius is, in terms of human 
evolution, a unique event.

We don’t really have any precedent for this shift, 
but here’s a hopeful scenario – massive earth-
changes demanding that we humans fully identify 
and embrace the Aquarian ideals of 'one world: 
one love' with respect for individual and cultural 
diversity, outgrowing perceived 'differences' and 
going genuinely 'into the unknown' in ways that are 
now to emerge.

The Mars-Pluto containment in an Air trine 
certainly sees some explosive spark-flying moments 
of grandiose aggression. And then? It’s a long climb 
out of the 2,500 year era of Piscean dogma and 
religiosity into the Aquarian reality of "Hey, we really 
are all in this together". And perhaps also become 
aware of our place in the galactic community.

The Aquarian age will proceed for 2,500 years, 
so we are just tippy-toeing on the edge, but the 
Pluto impetus will ensure massive demolition and 
reconstruction of humanity’s relationship with 
Planet Earth. Look at the rumblings already being 
felt around the globe.

Saturn into Pisces softens the hard edges. 
Mercury, Sun and Moon into Aries opens exciting 
new channels of communication. Venus into Taurus 
plants seeds of love and new growth, meeting up 
with the Taurean Uranus at the end of the month, 
with Jupiter also aligned. A very positive end to the 
month, wild, exciting and surprisingly optimistic.

Here we go…

Blessings

• Sand Fills • Site Cleanups
• Landscape Work
• General Excavation
• Post Hole Borer 300/450/600mm

SERVICING KURANDA AND DISTRICT

Call Tony
0432 773 351

Kuranda District State College
Big Breakfast

In week 2, we welcomed students, staff, families and 
community organisations at our Big Breakfast. It was a 
wonderful morning with great conversations and bright 
smiles. Together we shared a delicious spread of food catered 
by staff, while being captivated with music by our senior 
students Leah and Tayen and our Performing Arts teacher, 
Ms Sivijs.

A very big thank you to all families and local community 
organisations for attending this event. A special note of 
recognition to Mayor Angela Toppin for gracing us with her 
presence along with community organisations – Ngoonbi, 
Deadly Choices, Kuranda Kindy, OSHC, John Moriarty 
Foundation, Youth Justice, QLD Police, and KDSC P&C 
committee members. 

Thank you to all staff and students for making this event 
successful! 
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RANGERS report Ashtanga Yoga 
Kuranda

Invest in your 
Health and Wellbeing

Village Yoga Life offers:
• classes for all levels
• individual private  

yoga classes
• introduction courses  

and workshops

biannka@villageyogalife.com.au
www.villageyogalife.com.au

Contact Biannka
0407 634 116

• 
• 
• 
• 

New Season Commences

Great news! This year, thanks to the support of our 
wonderful community, we will be putting forward six 
teams in the MiniRoos league at Endeavour Park every 
Saturday.

We still have a couple of spare spots left, so if you have 
expressed an interest but haven't registered yet, we 
encourage you to register now or risk missing out on this 
fantastic opportunity to play this year. You can register 
now and pay later.

Training times:

Tuesday Training: U12 team 4–5.30pm
Thursday Training: All other teams 4.30–5.30pm

After a rain delayed start the first Saturday games will 
commence on 11 March at Endeavour Park in Manunda. 
We can't wait to see our teams in action!

AGM – 23 March 2023 @ 5.45pm

We would also like to invite you to our Annual General 
Meeting which will be held on Thursday 23 March 
at 5.45pm at the Kuranda Recreation Centre. Your 
attendance and input are important to the success of the 

Club. Please come along and get involved.

Thank you once again to our supportive community and 
we look forward to seeing you on the field!

Enquiries: email play@kurandarangers.football

Club contacts:  
Adric Rusch 0429 488 214 or Simone on 0402 003 164, or 
via our Facebook page. 

Training session at the Kuranda Recreation Centre with Adric 
and Rohan Rusch

What a start to the year – so much is happening at the 
Kuranda Kindy already!

On Mondays and Fridays, we have Ms Taha coming 
into the Kindy to teach Djabugay language, stories and 
culture. The children really enjoy joining in with Ms Taha’s 
storytelling. We have learned to say, “How are you?” “Djirri 
nyurra?” and “I’m good today” “ngawu guri yaluguli”. 

We also have Ms Tracy undertaking our PaL program 
which is delivered daily in our Kindy program. PaL is also 
known as ‘Parents and Learning’ and is a home-based 
engagement program that supports parents to participate in 
their young child’s (3½–6 years) early literacy learning by 
providing resources and training delivered to family homes. 

On Tuesdays we have the team from John Moriarty 
Football coming in and teaching ball skills and playing soccer 
games with the children. This has proved to be very popular 
with the children asking if it is soccer or football day. 

On Wednesdays we will be welcoming Ms Brooke to 
the team. Ms Brooke will be the co-educator in the room 
on Wednesdays and lucky enough to be working with both 
groups and getting to meet all the wonderful Kuranda Kindy 
children and their families. 

Ms Val is our inclusion support worker and is with us on 
Djama days. 

On Thursdays we have Ms Oceane working with us. Ms 
Oceane is completing her school-based traineeship with 
the Kindy. The children really enjoy the extra one-on-one 
moments that we are able offer them during these days due 
to having an extra person in the room. These extra one-on-
one moments assist conversation skills and learning. 

We also had a visit from Jax and Margaret from the 
Kuranda Conservation Community Nursery. They talked 
with the children about our local frogs, wildlife and plants. 
The children loved listening to the different sounds that frogs 
can make. 

We are so lucky here at the Kuranda Kindy to have so 
many amazing people involved in our Kindy program.

If you are interested in your child joining in the Kindy 
program please contact us at kcka@westnet.com.au or call us 
on 07 4093 8087 for any enrolment enquiries. 

Learning about tadpoles and frogs

John Moriarty soccer games are so much fun!

Djabugay language with Ms Taha

Process art at our Kindy
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BAAY
BADIL
BALGUURR
BAGARRA
BARDJAL
BAWU
BIDA
BULMBABARRA
BULNYAN
BULU
DALIRR
DALMBA
DUMBUL
DJUMBUN
DJAMUY
DJANGUN
DJAANDA
DJUWAA
GANDA
GANDANG

GARUU
GUNDJI
GURII
GURRI
GURRNDU
GUYBALAM
MAGULBAY
MIDJI
MILMARR
MIMUU
MUNUMBA
MUNYIN
MURRGAN
NUBA
NGABALA
NYIRRNYI
WANGGABAL
WUYIN
YAGAL
YIWURRA
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WAYGAL-A-GALING BUWAL-WU 
Going looking for words

The Bama (people) of this area (bulmba) shared a common 
ngirrma, language.

The Djabuganydji, Bulwanydji, Nyagali, Yirrganydji and 
Gulunydji have lived here for millennia. The Djabuganydji called 
it Djabugay. The Bulwanydji called it Bulway.The Yirrganydji 
on the coast called it Yirrgay. The ‘ay’ sound at the end of these 
words sounds like the archaic English word ‘aye’ for yes. 

Some of their stories go way back in time. The Djabuganydji 

DJABUGAY
A guide to the pronunciation of Djabugay words

believe that once their hunting grounds stretched to the Barrier 
Reef. At the end of the last ice age there was a rise in sea-level 
that pushed the people back inland and created the present 
shoreline. Nowhere else in the world have people been able to 
preside continuously in one place for so long, passing on their 
stories to the present day.

The actual word ‘bulmba’ has many meanings: home, 
camping ground, territory, the weather and the authority of 

the elders, upholders of the Law. This bulmba is constantly 
changing, depending on the time of the year, the season and 
the weather.

Thanks to the Bulmba Rangers for help with selection 
of wordsearch words and to the Djabugay Tribal Aboriginal 
Corporations for their work in preserving the area’s linguistic 
inheritance.

     Michael Quinn

Vowel Sounds
/a/ is pronounced as the vowel in the (English) words  
 “some, “come” e.g. bama (person) 
/a:/ is pronounced like the /a/ sound in “father” but  
 longer e.g. buda:dji (carpet snake)
/i/ is pronounced like the /i/ in the word “bin” e.g.  
 bina  
 (ear)
/i;/ the vowel sound is lengthened and pronounced like  
 the vowel sound in “heat”, “beat”, “feet” e.g. biri:  
 (again)
/u/ is pronounced as the vowel sound in the English 
word  
 “book” e/g. mudu (back)
/u:/ the vowel is lengthened and pronounced as the vowel  
 sound in the words “good”, “tool”, “rule” e.g.  
 djungguu: (behind)
Consonants
/dj/ The sound is like a /d/ and a /j/ pronounced  
 simultaneously e.g. djulbin (tree)
/g/ is pronounced as in the word “gun” e.g. gindan  
 (moon)
/rr/ a trilled, or rolled /r/ as in Scottish pronunciation of  
 the word “sporran” e.g. burra-y (to fly) 
/r/ as in the American pronunciation of /r/ in car  
 e.g. biri (fire) 

/ny/ is like the initial /n/ in onion, like an /n/ and a /y/  
 pronounced simultaneously e.g. nyurra (you)
/ng/ as in the word “singer” e.g. bungan (sun)
/n.g/ when you see the n.g broken by a stop do not run 
the  
 two sounds together e.g. djin.gal (sky)
/ngg/ is pronounced as the ng sound in the word “finger”  
 e.g. nyinggarra (eel)
/ay/ is generally pronounced as in the English word “eye” 
 e.g. Djabugay 
Stress

When saying Djabugay words which syllables 
should we stress?

In words of two syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g. bina 
(ear).
In words of three syllables, the first syllable is stressed e.g. 
ganyarra (crocodile).
However, if a long vowel occurs in the second syllable of a 
word of three syllables, it is stressed e.g. buda:dji (carpet 
snake). 
In words with more than three syllables, stress falls on the 
first syllable and on the syllable before the last one e.g. 
ganyarra – nggu (crocodile).

Language classes every Wednesday 6–8pm at 
Nyuwarri Estate (old Ngoonbi farm).

BAAY
BADIL
BALGUURR
BAGARRA
BARDJAL
BAWU
BIDA
BULMBABARRA
BULNYAN
BULU
DALIRR
DALMBA
DUMBUL
DJUMBUN
DJAMUY
DJANGUN
DJAANDA
DJUWAA
GANDA
GANDANG

GARUU
GUNDJI
GURII
GURRI
GURRNDU
GUYBALAM
MAGULBAY
MIDJI
MILMARR
MIMUU
MUNUMBA
MUNYIN
MURRGAN
NUBA
NGABALA
NYIRRNYI
WANGGABAL
WUYIN
YAGAL
YIWURRA

WORD MEANINGS
BAAY: Bag. Baay mayirr ngabi. The bag contains lots 
of food.
BADIL: Cycad nuts. Ngawunngu badil bulbal 
muganydja. I am grinding the cycad nuts with the 
grindstone.
BALGUURR: Belly full. Ngawu balguurr burrin-mu 
bugang. I am full from bread.
BAGARRA: Forest. Maa duga bagarra-m! Get fruit 
and nuts from the forest!
BARDJAL: Cocky apple. Bardjal gurii bugaynggu. 
Cocky apple is good for eating.
BAWU: Seed. Gugjanggu bama-lu bawu bulngan-
da djarrging. Person is planting seeds in the ground.
BIDA: Bark tray. Maa wanirri bidaa! Carry the fruit in 
the bark tray!
BULMBABARRA: Belonging to/of the country. Gulaay 
mayi bulmba-barra. These are the foods of the country.
BULNYAN: Grass tree. Dugu bulnyan-ngun 
djundang guyurru-la. The grass tree leaves are 
dancing in the wind.
BULU: Rotten. Gulu minya bulu! This meat is rotten!

DALIRR: Hungry. Ngawu dalirr maa-wu! I am 
hungry for food!
DALMBA: Lomandra multiflora. Ngawunngu djurrbal 
gundal dalmba-malim. I am making a large round 
dilly bag from Lomandra multiflora.
DUMBUL: Bark. Dumbul balngarri gudjanum 
djulbin-mu! Chop away the bark from that tree!
DJUMBUN: Greedy. Nyurra djumbun! Nyurra 
bugany maa magi. You are greedy! You ate all the food.
DJAMUY: Taboo or forbidden. Gari gudji maa bugan! 
Gudji maa djamuy. Don’t eat that! That food is taboo.
DJANGUN: Stale. Burrin wala djan.gun. The bread is 
stale.
DJAANDA: Yellow walnut. Djaanda gandan yadjul-
mayin, nyurra balgu warray-mayiyabi. Cook the 
yellow walnut properly or you’ll get a sore tummy.
DJUWAA: To the store (loan from English). Galin 
djuwaa maa-wu. Go to the store for some veggies.
GANDA: Yam digging stick. Ngawunggu ganda 
wanirril, galaala djula-lum. I’m bringing the digging 
stick in order to dig for edible tubers.

GANDANG: Cooking. Nyi: bungay? Gudji maa 
gandang. What’s that smell? That’s the food cooking.
GARUU: Hairy yam. Nganydji garuu djula-lum. Let’s 
dig for hairy yams.
GUNDJI: Nut-cracking stone. Djaanda badji gunjii! 
Hit the yellow walnut on the nut-cracking stone.
GURII: Good. Gulu maa gurii buggaynggu. This fruit 
is good for eating.
GURRI: Unripe or raw. Gari gudji bugan! Gudji 
gurri. Don’t eat that! That is unripe.
GURRNDU: Kuranda Quandong. Gurrndu nuba-ala. 
The Kuranda quandongs are ripe now.
GUYBALAM: Burdekin Plum. Ngawu guybalam 
daybil-ala. I am picking Burdekin plums now.
MAGULBAY: Musk Mallow. Ngawu Magulbay 
ngundal guri:langgan. I see beautiful musk mallows.
MIDJI: Soap tree. Midji daybi, nyurra mara 
darrabaynggu. Collect some soap tree so you can wash 
your hands.
MILMARR: Berries on Lawyer cane. Milmarr guri: 
bugaynggu. Berries on the lawyer cane are good to eat.
MIMUU: Water lily. Mimuu banaa walnggal. The 
water lilies are floating on the water.
MUNUMBA: Davidson plum. Munumba mamba 
nganydja. The Davidson plum tastes sour.
MUNYIN: Ginger. Duga dugu munyin-ngun! Minya 
manydja gandayyngu! Get the ginger leaves! Wrap the 
meat to cook it!
MURRGAN: Blue quandong. Dja:ngunda murrgan 
nuba? When is the blue quandong ripe? 

NUBA: Ripe. Gulu maa nganydja gurii. Gulu maa 
nuba. This fruit tastes good. This fruit is ripe.
NGABALA: Candlenut. Duga dugu ngabalan 
bayngga-wu. Manydja minya duguu. Get some 
candlenut for the earth oven.
NYIRRNYI: Stinky cheese fruit. Ngawunggu nyirrnyi 
babarrangal. Nyirrnyi bungayarra! I hate cheese 
fruit. Cheese fruit stinks!
WANGGABAL: Brown apple. Wanggabal bulu-
maying. Wawu daban! The brown apple is going 
rotten. Throw it outside!
WUYIN: Rivergrass. Wuyin nyinang wuruu marrim. 
The river grass sits by the river. 
YAGAL: Pandanus. Yagal mirridjin dumbul-wu. 
Pandanus is medicine for skin.
YIWURRA: Black bean. Yiwurra wala gandany. The 
black bean has already been cooked.
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Words of wisdom  
from my 
Grandmother...

The years have  
been good to me.  
It's the weekends  

that have done the 
damage.

beyondblue.org.au

1300 22 4636

@beyondblue @beyondblue

 

 company/beyondblue

P | 07 4057 6055 
E | northernbeaches.parish@cairns.catholic.org.au

W | cairns.catholic.org.au/parishes/northern-beaches

Serviced by the Northern Beaches Parish

Sunday Mass: 5pm
Wednesday Mass: 6pm

20 Barang Street, Kuranda

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH FROM THE BAHA'I FAITH

All enquiries welcome.
0419 632 286 | 4093 9571 | bahai.org.au
The Baha'i Community of Mareeba/Kuranda

Meditations/Reflections: all welcome to meditations 
on the sacred writings of the great religions, also discussion 
evenings, by arrangement.
Morning prayers: each Thursday at 8am, in lower 
Therwine Street, Kuranda followed by coffee.
Study Circles: are available in Kuranda and elsewhere, 
open to all interested, no cost..
Also regular events in Kuranda, Mareeba and elsewhere on 
the Tablelands and beyond. Open for all those interested.

SUNDAY 
8am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist

5pm Evening Prayer

TUESDAY 
9am Holy Communion

ACTIVITIES
Home Groups, Alpha, A Life Worth Living, 

Sunday School

POSSUM CORNER OP SHOP
8.30am to 12.30pm Monday to Saturday

Enquiries to Chris Wright 
Phone: 4093 8735

Email: wrightc@iig.com.au

The Wind

This month we read from St John’s Gospel Chapter 3 verses 
1 to 17 and then concentrate on verse 8. (Jesus said,) – The 
wind blows where it wills; you hear the sound of it, but you 
do not know where it comes from, or where it is going. – John 
3:8

Nicodemus came to see Jesus by night. People in high 
places have to be careful. Criticism by our peers can be 
devastating, and the last thing is to give people the impression 
that you are letting down the system. When you are highly 
placed in public life and have everything to lose by making a 
careless move, you watch yourself very carefully if you wish 
to survive. But what if you are haunted by something which 
won't rest until you track it down? Half of you wants to do 
this and the other half is afraid of real danger. What if this 
is the situation? For all these reasons Jesus' visitor came by 
night.

His name was Nicodemus. His assured role and position 
was at the very top in the national cabinet called the 
Sanhedrin. Nicodemus was the custodian of a great tradition. 
He was supposed to be, and expected to be, a national expert 
on God!

But he had met a stranger – we don't know how - casually 
passing a group in the temple area, or visiting a house to 
hear a Rabbi from the north; it could have been thus or 
otherwise. But Nicodemus had been at first interested in a 
patronising way, then intrigued, and finally to his surprise 
and alarm, magnetically drawn. They may have met at the 
house in Bethany. That's where Jesus often stayed at night 
when he was down south. That too would be safely away 
from Jerusalem, from its sentries, and from the community 
in which Nicodemus usually moved.

For Christians, the conversation between Jesus and 
Nicodemus is one of the great shining jewels of the New 
Testament. Nicodemus begins by trying to reassure this 
rural teacher, who might be overawed by such a visitor. 

St Saviour's Thought for MarchANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA 

ST SAVIOUR’S 
KURANDA

"A new life is, in this age, stirring within all the peoples of the 
earth; and yet none hath discovered its cause or perceived 
its motive. Consider the peoples of the West. Witness how, 
in their pursuit of that which is vain and trivial, they have 
sacrificed, and are still sacrificing, countless lives for the sake 
of its establishment and promotion. The peoples of Persia, 
on the other hand, though the repository of a perspicuous 
and luminous Revelation, the glory of whose loftiness and 
renown hath encompassed the whole earth, are dispirited 
and sunk in deep lethargy.

O friends! Be not careless of the virtues with which ye have 
been endowed, neither be neglectful of your high destiny.  
Suffer not your labours to be wasted through the vain 
imaginations which certain hearts have devised. Ye are the 
stars of the heaven of understanding, the breeze that stirreth 
at the break of day, the soft-flowing waters upon which must 
depend the very life of all men, the letters inscribed upon 

Jesus has certain powers; he must then be genuine. It's quite 
logical. But with devastating directness Jesus dismisses the 
cool deductions of Nicodemus and speaks of the need to 
experience the presence of God and offer oneself to him. 
Nicodemus counters with levity. The Rabbi must be joking 
with this image of being born again! Surely they are chatting 
as intelligent men, are they not?

Again Jesus moves in without mercy. Nicodemus has a 
great deal of information, an endless supply of learning; for 
him there is a magnificent system of religion in which God is 
categorised and analysed. Jesus does not so much say that 
this is evil or even undesirable; he says rather that it is not 
enough. There is another level of knowing God. The image 
which Jesus uses is a tantalising one. He speaks of a wind, an 
unpredictable wind which you cannot order at your wish nor 
predict when it blows. Something deep down in Nicodemus 
is drawn to what Jesus is saying. Layers of being, beyond 
thought and analysis and speculation, live within him like 
ancient instruments not played for many years. And here is 
a voice plucking at those half-forgotten strings of his being, 
making him a far-off music that is wild, fierce and joyous.

We never see how they part that night. All we do know 
is that months afterwards, when his peers on the Sanhedrin 
are preparing to move against Jesus, Nicodemus manages 
to postpone the inevitable clash, not without risk to his 
position. Still later Nicodemus assists Joseph of Arimathaea 
with the body of the man who had argued him above reason. 
Nicodemus was haunted by the distant sound of the wind 
which Jesus had spoken of. He had begun to suspect that 
there is more to the relationship between God and his 
creatures than merely a law, a system, an organisation, a 
formal belonging, a distant acquaintance. Nicodemus had 
begun to suspect that God is a lover who wishes to possess 
and be possessed, to be known not merely as information but 
to be experienced as friend, as Lord, as Saviour.

His sacred scroll. With the utmost unity, and in a spirit of 
perfect fellowship, exert yourselves, that ye may be enabled 
to achieve that which beseemeth this Day of God. Verily I 
say, strife and dissension, and whatsoever the mind of man 
abhorreth are entirely unworthy of his station."

(Baha'u'llah)
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KURANDA BRANCH
20 Thongon Street
Email: qcwakurandabranch2@gmail.com
Booking Agent: Krishna Buhler 0427 937 348
President: Vicki Donovan 0400 791 345

Raffle winner David Ainge. Photo: Krishna Buhler 

Kuranda Men’s Shed

Session Times

Men's Shed • Wed & Sat 8.30am–11.30am
She Shed • Tue 1–5pm, Friday 8am–1pm, Sun 1–5pm

116 Kuranda Heights Road 
Contact

Kris (Secretary) mensshedkuranda@gmail.com

incorporating
KURANDA MEN'S SHED

KURANDA SHE SHED

 

House/Shed Pads, Land/Site Clearing 
Rock Retaining Walls 

Driveway/Roadway Excavation  

P E S T  S E R V I C E S

We do Termite
Inspections & Treatments.

Worried about 
Termites?

Us too! We do Frog Friendly, 
Effective, Pest Treatments.

Do you love 
your Frogs?

Are cockies, ants
or spiders driving

you insane?
.... or any other pest?

WE CAN HELP!

• 100% Local
• 25+ Years Experience
• Competitive Prices

Call Darrell & Lisa Turner
0408 174 791

defiantpestservices@gmail.com

a small Family Business - BIG on Customer ServicePMTO-10352/PMT1004513814

Defiant Ad for Kuranda Paper.indd   1 24/11/22   11:56:57 AM

“Tell me and I 
forget, teach 
me and I may 
remember,  

involve me and  
I learn.”

– Benjamin Franklin –

The great thing about any Men's Shed is that it can 
be whatever the members want it to be. 

Kuranda Men's Shed is open to male and 
female members and this is your opportunity to get 
involved – we welcome community-minded people 
and their ideas. Our vision and our mission is to 
offer a place for people to come together to safely 
work on their projects in a harmonious atmosphere 
... and have some fun as well as a cuppa and 
conversation.

We currently run a number of sessions through 
the week offering the space and opportunity for our 
members to become familiar with using tools to 
make things. We have a wood and a metal workshop, 
internet and computer access, gardening and other 
interests can be catered for. 

We are currently seeking people who are 
interested, active and would like to belong, as this is how the Shed evolves and grows. 

We don’t tell people what to do or make and we will help if help is needed. There are 
always basic maintenance jobs to do at the Shed for those who enjoy practical tasks. 

Finding out the needs of the local community and what our members want can be 
challenging, so if you are reading this please give us some feedback. 

For more information please email us mensshedkuranda@gmail.com

raffle win ner!

David Ainge was the lucky winner 
of the CWA Raffle generously 
supported on Monday 6 February 
in front of Cornetts IGA, 
Kuranda. A very surprised David 
said, “Well that hasn’t happened 
before.” The prize featured a 
Kuranda Scenic Railway Heritage 
Class Service family voucher, 
wines from Kuranda Barron Falls 
Hotel, a handmade crochet rug 
and more.

Thanks to the Kuranda 
Library – Thanks to Kuranda 
Library Branch Supervisor, 
Peta Franks, who has made it 
very easy to watch the 5 minute 
movie of History of the CWA 
in Kuranda, on the computer 
near the front desk. The content 
was collated from The Kuranda 
Paper’s 31 years of publication on 
the occasion of QCWA’s 100 year 
celebration.

Karaoke Event – Are you 
interested in participating in 
a Karaoke event on a weekday 
morning or Saturday morning? If 
so, we'd love to hear from you regarding organising or participating in the fun activity. 

CWA monthly Members' meeting – will be held on Wednesday 8 March 9–11am.

Social – Wednesday 15 March 10am–12noon at the Barron Falls Hotel ‘Top Pub’ in Kuranda.
All welcome. 

WHAT'S ON AT THE CWA? 

Contact the following hirers for any enquiries regarding their activities:
Yoga in Rainforest – Aileen 0419 726 955
Yoga with Tina – 0499 593 119
Taekwon-Do – Jeff 0437 438 196
Myola Body Groove – Sandra 0447 737 415
Tension & Trauma Release – Sabine 0415 959 195
AA Group – 1300 222 222

Hall Hire Available – The CWA Hall is close to the village, has a large safe space, air 
conditioning, kitchen, toilets, furniture, disability access, professionally cleaned, parking, 
and flexible hire times.

We currently have hire availability on Mondays until 5pm in March. Tuesdays 11am–5pm. 
Alternate Wednesdays until 5pm. Thursdays until 5pm. Friday all day at present. Most 
Saturdays. Sunday afternoons. Please enquire as bookings can change.

KMS wood brand. Photo: Geoff Smith.
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Acrylic Pour Painting art 
classes. Unique personalised 
creative sessions, small group 
setting. Call Leah  
0403 335 508
Bowen Therapy & 
Homeopathy Sarah at Simply 
Healing 0402 804 591,  
www.simplyhealing.net.au 
Phone for an appointment.
Carpentry and small jobs 
around the home and repairs. 
Timber/aluminium windows 
and doors not working too 
well? Call Mike at County 
Security Screens & More  
0481 862 444
Casual Staff required for 
environmentally conscious 
retail store selling natural, 
handmade products in 
Kuranda. Responsible, capable 
applicants are invited to apply. 
Ceti Bath Shop 0428 643 117.
Clothing alterations & 
dressmaking in Speewah. 

Karen is professional and 
reasonably priced  
0459 184 223.
Guitar Lessons. Long-time 
local offering guitar lessons. 
Beginners to intermediate 
players. Blue Card. Dave 
Breeze 0404 290 060.
Laptop required – Kuranda 
TV urgently requires a working 
laptop if you have one to spare. 
It will be used for recording 
videos of interest and use to 
the community for the Kuranda 
TV YouTube channel. Please 
call 0401 423 573 or email 
seedsavers@kurandaregion.org
Mah Jong 1-4pm Kuranda 
Neighbourhood Centre. 
Beginners most welcome. Sets, 
handbooks and afternoon tea 
provided.
Marriage Celebrant – 
Cheryl Tonkin. Local, regional 
& remote. Phone 0407 670 954

NEW in Kuranda – Soma 
Breathwork Meditation, Pilates 
and Group Fitness, weekly 
classes at Fairyland House 
tropical gardens Yoga shala. 
More details at  
www.fairylandhouse.com.au
Painter available. 20 years 
experience. All types of 
painting including enamel 
work, interior and exterior. 
Complete paint outs or touch 
ups. Clean reliable and honest. 
Call Alan 0452 669 447.
Picture Framing Free 
custom framing quotes at Terra 
Nova Gallery, 15 Therwine 
Street. Call 0412 387 557
Reiki Healing with Ruth. 
Reiki Master. I offer Reiki 
healing, crystal healing and 
chakra balancing. Clear energy 
blockages to allow life to flow 
and fulfillment to follow.  
0422 631 337.

GRATIS CLASSIFIEDS*
Résumés. In Speewah, 
Cairns longest-running resume 
writing business — over thirty 
years’ experience. Résumés, 
Employment Applications, web 
text, all forms of copy writing, 
editing and proofreading.  
Word Factory (Suzy Grinter) 
Phone 4093 0449.
RIDESHARE  
Call 1300 74 33 74 or book 
on the App. We operate 
8am–7pm Mon to Sat and Sun 
8am–6pm. Prebook for out of 
hours. Airport/Cairns bookings 
accepted.
Singing Lessons, classically 
trained teacher with 30 years 
teaching experience. Absolutely 
all styles, sing the music of 
your choice. 0429 090 476
Want happy feet? Come to 
Just Gorgeous on Coondoo 
Street, where we specialise 
in stylish yet comfortable 
affordable footwear. Open daily 

30 WORDS MAXIMUM

For sale, lost/found and outdated 
entries will be deleted after one 
month. Repeat advertisements 
will be deleted at the discretion 
of the paper. Existing Kuranda 
Paper advertisers and community 
groups will be prioritised for 
repeats depending on available 
space. Submit classifieds via 
email mail@kurandapaper.com

10am to 3pm. 
Women’s Sexual Assault 
Survivors Group 
Alternative fortnights at 
Atherton and Mareeba. Contact 
4091 4036.
Yoga at Top Of The Range, 
Wednesday 7.30am,  
13 Bangalow Place, please call 
Melissa 0404 862 533 to book. 

BEST
ELECTRICAL

25 years experience
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FNQ Wildlife Rescue Assoc. Inc.
(Established 1994)

Caring for the region’s native wildlife.
Wildlife carers are all volunteers.

Tax deductible donations appreciated.
New members welcome.

Tel: 07 4053 4467 (24 hrs) Email: fnqwr@bigpond.com

Donate now and help us care for tree roos today

www.treeroorescue.org.au 

Visit us on 

Tree Roo Rescue
and Conservation Centre Ltd
We are a non-profit organisation that rescues and rehabilitates, 
orphaned, injured or displaced tree kangaroos.

Unfortunately an increasing number of Lumholtz tree kangaroos are 
being killed by dogs and hit by cars each year.

Please donate to us and the money will go directly towards treating and 
caring for these beautiful animals.

If you find an injured tree kangaroo
please ring us on 0427 790 694

YOUR COMMUNITY PAGES
WILDLIFE

RECYCLE ROAD REPORTS

DEFIBRILLATORS WATER AND SEPTIC

LAUNDROMAT

HELP GROUPS

Join your local SES
Training every week
Tuesdays 7pm
Contact Paul for more details
0448 008 087

Wildlife Rescue 4053 4467 (24 hours) – recommended to 
contact first.
Batreach 4093 8858 
TigerLodge Wildcare 4093 0761 (24/7 phone service)
Kuranda Vets 4093 7283
DES CASSOWARY HOTLINE 1300 130 372 (rapid 
response including road strikes 24/7) 
SNAKE REMOVAL 
Jax Bergersen (non-venomous only) 4093 8834
Miss Hiss Reptiles (all reptiles) 0447 888 872

Council EMERGENCY 
number for local roads 
1300 308 461

Kuranda Range/
Kennedy Highway 
Report an Incident  
13 19 40 (24/7)

Kuranda Transfer Station 2186 Kennedy Hway, Koah
MSC Recycle Station – Arara Street, Kuranda

Defibrillator locations in Kuranda region.

Kuranda Men's Shed end of Kuranda Heights Road 
Kuranda Pharmacy cnr Coondoo and Thongon Sts 
Kuranda Medical Centre cnr Thongon and Barang Sts
Kuranda Ambulance Station, Fallon Road 
Kuranda Swimming Pool, Myola Road
Steiner School, Boyles Road
Kuranda SES on board vehicle
Envirocare Nursery 284 Myola Road

Water Delivery:
Grego’s Raw Materials 0419 705 005 

Septic Tank Emptying:
Paul Jennings 0417 632 688 

BP Service Station complex  
Gurii Gambi 5C Coondoo Street

RAINFALL
February 2023 

517.5mm 
(to 28 February 2023)

Annual Total 
1027.2mm

(to 28 February 2023)

Courtesy of Kuranda Railway Station

Robin Anscomb – 0409 046 932 (Operates 24/7)
Karen McLaren – 4093 8780 Please phone for an appointment

Justices of the Peace

Queensland Justices of the Peace (JPs) 
volunteer to serve the public  

by signing documents that need a 
qualified witness. 

KURANDA MEN'S SHED
RECYCLING

We welcome recycling from Kuranda residents at 
our Arara Street drop off point. We accept: 

**No milk or wine bottles please**

• glass beer bottles
• aluminium cans 
• plastic soft drink bottles
• aluminium cans 
• poppers

Help your local Men's Shed to keep operating. 
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*These services travel via Caravonica, Trinity Bay High and TAFE school days only 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No services operate Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day 
Please see over leaf for further information 

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 

 

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride” 
Please hail the driver enroute where it safe for the bus to pull off the road  

For a small surcharge passengers travelling to Cairns may also be set down at: 

Cairns Airport ($5) Greyhound Terminal ($3) 

Cairns Hospitals ($3) 

Please advise driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that Trans North 
services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at: 
• Cairns - Platform 1 Cairns Central Railway Station Cairns 
• Cairns T.A.F.E. – Newton Street (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda) 

• Smithfield - Bus Shelter near the traffic lights on the Kennedy Highway at the bottom of the Kuranda Range 
• Kuranda - 15 Therwine Street – Opposite Information Centre 
• Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern 
• Mareeba - Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station) 

• Atherton - 54 Main Street  
 

Connections are available to and from: 
• Ravenshoe & Herberton (except school days and public holidays) 

Monday to Friday with Kerry’s Bus Service - Ph: 0427 841 483 

• Chillagoe & Dimbulah – Friday with Chillagoe Bus Service - Ph: 4094 7155         
Mob: 0414 947 155 

 
Ticket Sales: 
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News,142 
Byrnes Street Mareeba 

Phone: 3036 2070 during office hours 

  

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 Atherton Tablelands to Cairns   
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Atherton 6.00am 9.15am 1.00pm 8.00am 1.30pm  
 Departs Mareeba 6.30am 9.45am 1.30pm 8.30am 2.00pm  
 Departs Speewah 6.50am 10.05am 1.50pm 8.50am 2.20pm  
 Departs Kuranda *7.15am 10.25am 2.10pm 9.10am 2.40pm  
 Departs rainforest - 10.30am 2.15pm - 2.45pm  
 Arrives Cairns 8.50am 11.15am 3.00pm 10.00am 3.30pm  
    Cairns to Atherton Tablelands  
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Cairns 7.00am 9.25am 3.30pm 10.30am 4.00pm  

 Departs Smithfield 7.20am 9.45am 3.50pm 10.50am 4.20pm  

 Departs Kuranda 7.40am 10.05am 4.10pm 11.10am 4.40pm  

 Departs Speewah 8.00am 10.25am 4.30pm 11.20am 5.00pm  

 Departs Mareeba 8.20am 10.45am 4.50pm 11.40am 5.20pm  

 Arrives Atherton 8.50am 11.15am 5.20pm 12.10am 5.50pm  

        

Cairns – Kuranda - Cairns 
 

Route 851 
Monday 

to 
Friday  

Saturday, Sunday 
and Pub Holidays 

 

 Departs Cairns *3.00pm 9.00am 11.15am  
 Departs Smithfield 3.30pm 9.20am 11.35am  
 Arrives Kuranda 3.50pm 9.40am 11.55am  
  Departs Kuranda 4.00pm 10.00am 12.15am  
 Departs Rainforest 4.05pm 10.05am 12.20am  
 Arrives Cairns 4.45pm 10.45am 1.00pm  
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*These services travel via Caravonica, Trinity Bay High and TAFE school days only 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No services operate Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day 
Please see over leaf for further information 
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Trans North services are “Hail & Ride” 
Please hail the driver enroute where it safe for the bus to pull off the road  

For a small surcharge passengers travelling to Cairns may also be set down at: 

Cairns Airport ($5) Greyhound Terminal ($3) 

Cairns Hospitals ($3) 

Please advise driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that Trans North 
services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at: 
• Cairns - Platform 1 Cairns Central Railway Station Cairns 
• Cairns T.A.F.E. – Newton Street (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda) 

• Smithfield - Bus Shelter near the traffic lights on the Kennedy Highway at the bottom of the Kuranda Range 
• Kuranda - 15 Therwine Street – Opposite Information Centre 
• Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern 
• Mareeba - Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station) 

• Atherton - 54 Main Street  
 

Connections are available to and from: 
• Ravenshoe & Herberton (except school days and public holidays) 

Monday to Friday with Kerry’s Bus Service - Ph: 0427 841 483 

• Chillagoe & Dimbulah – Friday with Chillagoe Bus Service - Ph: 4094 7155         
Mob: 0414 947 155 

 
Ticket Sales: 
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News,142 
Byrnes Street Mareeba 

Phone: 3036 2070 during office hours 

  

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 Atherton Tablelands to Cairns   
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Atherton 6.00am 9.15am 1.00pm 8.00am 1.30pm  
 Departs Mareeba 6.30am 9.45am 1.30pm 8.30am 2.00pm  
 Departs Speewah 6.50am 10.05am 1.50pm 8.50am 2.20pm  
 Departs Kuranda *7.15am 10.25am 2.10pm 9.10am 2.40pm  
 Departs rainforest - 10.30am 2.15pm - 2.45pm  
 Arrives Cairns 8.50am 11.15am 3.00pm 10.00am 3.30pm  
    Cairns to Atherton Tablelands  
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Cairns 7.00am 9.25am 3.30pm 10.30am 4.00pm  

 Departs Smithfield 7.20am 9.45am 3.50pm 10.50am 4.20pm  

 Departs Kuranda 7.40am 10.05am 4.10pm 11.10am 4.40pm  

 Departs Speewah 8.00am 10.25am 4.30pm 11.20am 5.00pm  

 Departs Mareeba 8.20am 10.45am 4.50pm 11.40am 5.20pm  

 Arrives Atherton 8.50am 11.15am 5.20pm 12.10am 5.50pm  

        

Cairns – Kuranda - Cairns 
 

Route 851 
Monday 

to 
Friday  

Saturday, Sunday 
and Pub Holidays 

 

 Departs Cairns *3.00pm 9.00am 11.15am  
 Departs Smithfield 3.30pm 9.20am 11.35am  
 Arrives Kuranda 3.50pm 9.40am 11.55am  
  Departs Kuranda 4.00pm 10.00am 12.15am  
 Departs Rainforest 4.05pm 10.05am 12.20am  
 Arrives Cairns 4.45pm 10.45am 1.00pm  
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No services operate Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day 
Please see over leaf for further information 

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 

 

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride” 
Please hail the driver enroute where it safe for the bus to pull off the road  

For a small surcharge passenger travelling to Cairns may also be set down at: 

Cairns Airport ($5) Greyhound Terminal ($3) 

Cairns Hospitals ($3) 

Please advise driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that Trans North 
services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at: 
• Cairns - Platform 1 Cairns Central Railway Station Cairns 
• Cairns T.A.F.E. – Gatton Street (Please ask the driver), (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda) 

• Smithfield - Bus Shelter near the traffic lights on the Kennedy Highway at the bottom of the Kuranda Range 
• Kuranda - 15 Therwine Street – Opposite Information Centre 
• Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern 
• Mareeba - Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station) 

• Atherton - 54 Main Street  
 

Ticket Sales: 
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News,142 
Byrnes Street Mareeba 

Phone: 3036 2070 during office hours 

  

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 Atherton Tablelands to Cairns   
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Atherton 6.00am 9.15am 1.00pm 8.00am 1.30pm  
 Departs Mareeba 6.30am 9.45am 1.30pm 8.30am 2.00pm  
 Departs Speewah 6.50am 10.05am 1.50pm 8.50am 2.20pm  
 Departs Kuranda *7.15am 10.25am 2.10pm 9.10am 2.40pm  
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 Departs Rainforest 4.05pm  
 Arrives Cairns 4.45pm  
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services do not pick up from any of the above. 
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• Cairns - Platform 1 Cairns Central Railway Station Cairns 
• Cairns T.A.F.E. – Gatton Street (Please ask the driver), (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda) 

• Smithfield - Bus Shelter near the traffic lights on the Kennedy Highway at the bottom of the Kuranda Range 
• Kuranda - 15 Therwine Street – Opposite Information Centre 
• Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern 
• Mareeba - Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station) 

• Atherton - 54 Main Street  
 

Ticket Sales: 
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News,142 
Byrnes Street Mareeba 

Phone: 3036 2070 during office hours 

  

www.transnorthbus.com.au 

 Atherton Tablelands to Cairns   
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 

and Pub Holidays 
 

 Departs Atherton 6.00am 9.15am 1.00pm 8.00am 1.30pm  
 Departs Mareeba 6.30am 9.45am 1.30pm 8.30am 2.00pm  
 Departs Speewah 6.50am 10.05am 1.50pm 8.50am 2.20pm  
 Departs Kuranda *7.15am 10.25am 2.10pm 9.10am 2.40pm  
 Departs rainforest - 10.30am 2.15pm - 2.45pm  
 Arrives Cairns 8.50am 11.15am 3.00pm 10.00am 3.30pm  
    Cairns to Atherton Tablelands  
 Route 850 Monday to Friday  Saturday, Sunday 
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 Departs Cairns 7.00am 9.25am 3.30pm 10.30am 4.00pm  

 Departs Smithfield 7.20am 9.45am 3.50pm 10.50am 4.20pm  

 Departs Kuranda 7.40am 10.05am 4.10pm 11.10am 4.40pm  

 Departs Speewah 8.00am 10.25am 4.30pm 11.20am 5.00pm  

 Departs Mareeba 8.20am 10.45am 4.50pm 11.40am 5.20pm  

 Arrives Atherton 8.50am 11.15am 5.20pm 12.10am 5.50pm  

        

Cairns – Kuranda - Cairns 
 

Route 851 
Monday 

to 
Friday  

 

 Departs Cairns *3.00pm  
 Departs Smithfield 3.30pm  
 Arrives Kuranda 3.50pm  
  Departs Kuranda 4.00pm  
 Departs Rainforest 4.05pm  
 Arrives Cairns 4.45pm  
    

Bookings 1300 743 374

Community Services
KURANDA LIBRARY and 

COUNCIL OFFICE

SERVICES NOT OPEN PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

KURANDA TRANSFER 
STATION

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 10am–5pm
(No Council business after 4.30pm 
weekdays)

Kuranda Community Precinct  
18-22 Arara Street, Kuranda
4093 9185
kurandal@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au/libraries

OPERATING HOURS
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays & 
Sundays: 8am–5pm
2186 Kennedy Highway, Koah
0418 282 542
msc.qld.gov.au/water-and-waste

65 Rankin Street, Mareeba 
PO Box 154, Mareeba Qld 4880 

1300 308 461 • info@msc.qld.gov.au
msc.qld.gov.au

RURAL FIRE BRIGADE WARDENS

First Officer Kuranda Baz Child 0437 746 601
First Officer Speewah Mick Dub 0428 820 631
Warden Kuranda/Myola Duncan Blakey 0408 151 199
Warden Speewah Mick Dub 0428 820 631
Davies Creek  4093 3181
Koah   4093 7738
Speewah  0428 820 631

Emergency Contacts

Emergency – Police, Fire, Ambulance  000

Flood and Storm Emergency Assistance (SES) 132 500

Ergon Energy –  
Report Dangerous Electrical Emergencies  131 670

Mareeba Shire Council    1300 308 461

Poisons Information    131 126

13HEALTH – Health and Hospital Information 134 325

Permits required for fires larger than 
2 metres in any direction

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DASHBOARD
Mareeba Shire Council's online Emergency Management Dashboard provides real time 
emergency information. The Dashboard provides live emergency news, information 
about road closures, power outages and river heights, weather warnings and fire feeds, 
emergency contact phone numbers and social media links. Notifications can also 
be viewed via an interactive map. Mareeba Shire residents can register for the Early 
Warning Network to receive email and SMS alerts for potential emergencies and severe 
natural disasters and weather events. 

The Dashboard is accessible on Council's website www.emergency.msc.qld.gov.au

Rideshare 1300 743 374
Trans North 3036 2070

TRANSPORT

Trans North services are “Hail & Ride”. Please hail the driver anywhere enroute where it is 
safe for the bus to pull over. For a small surcharge passengers travelling to Cairns may also 
be set down at:

Cairns Airport ($5), Cairns Hospitals ($3), Greyhound Terminal ($3), 

Please advise the driver of required destination when boarding the bus and also note that 
Trans North services do not pick up from any of the above. 

Bus stops are located at:
Cairns – Platform 1, Cairns Central Railway Station, Cairns
Cairns T.A.F.E – Newton Street (7.15am & 3.00pm Services from and to Kuranda)
Smithfield – Bus shelter near the traffic lights on Kennedy Highway at bottom of the 
Kuranda Range
Kuranda – 15 Therwine Street – opposite Visitor Information Centre
Speewah – Speewah Road bus shelter in front of tavern
Mareeba – Arnold Park, 171-179 Walsh Street (next door to Police Station)
Atherton – 54 Main Street

Ticket Sales:
Purchase tickets from the driver as you board the bus or from Piagnos News at  
142 Byrnes Street Mareeba. Phone 3036 2070 (office hours)  
Email: atherton@transnorthbus.com.au www.transnorthbus.com.au

*These services travel via Caravonica, Trinity Bay High and TAFE school days only
Current as at 11 February 2022

**No services operate Good Friday, Anzac Day and Christmas Day**



koah.hall@gmail.com

Every Monday 
Al-Anon Family Groups 11am–12pm hall under St 
Saviour's Church. Kate 4093 9668 or 1300ALANON
Yoga in the Rainforest with Aileen 9.15am (for 9.30 
start) Kuranda QCWA Hall. Aileen 0419 726 955
Ashtanga Yoga 5.30am & 6pm. Biannka 0407 634 116
Adult Children of Alcoholics and other 
Dysfunctional Families. 7B Hort Street, Mareeba 
(through red gate). Priscilla 0439 080 874
Kuranda Envirocare Nursery volunteering. 9am–
12noon. Cathy 0419 624 940

Djabugay Language Classes 6–8pm Nyuwarri Estate 
(old Ngoonbi farm), 1496 Kennedy Highway, Kuranda. 
40938 116

Every Tuesday
Taekwon-Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA 
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196

Second Tuesday 
Kuranda SES Training 7pm sharp at Fallon Road.  
Paul 0448 008 087
She Shed Kuranda 1–5pm.  
kurandaSHEshed@gmail.com

Every Wednesday
Ashtanga Yoga 5.30am. Biannka 0407 634 116
Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the 
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Gidi 0448 480 200
Men’s Shed Kuranda 8.30am–11.30am. 
mensshedkuranda@gmail.com
Mah Jong 1–4pm Kuranda Neighbourhood Centre. 
Taekwon-Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA 
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196

Every Thursday
Kuranda Envirocare Nursery volunteering. 9am–
12noon. Cathy 0419 624 940
Taekwon-Do & Self Defence 6.30–8pm Kuranda QCWA 
Hall. Jeff 0437 438 196
Ashtanga Yoga 6pm. Biannka 0407 634 116
Group Fitness Class 5.30–6.30pm Kuranda Community 
Precinct
Domestic Violence Help Kuranda Neighbourhood 
Centre by appointment 4093 8933

Kuranda Rangers soccer.  
Simone 0402 003 164 for any queries.

Every second Thursday of month
Kuranda Writers Group 10am–12noon, Kuranda 
Library. Rachael 0435 001 156 

Every Friday
Ashtanga Yoga 6am. Biannka 0407 634 116
Kuranda Story Time 10.30am, Kuranda Library. Every 
Friday, during school term.
She Shed Kuranda 8am–1pm.  
kurandasheshed@gmail.com

Every second Friday
Trauma Tension Release Exercise Class 
11am Kuranda CWA Hall. Sabine 0415 959 195

Every SaturDAY
Tree Planting Kuranda Envirocare. Contact 0419 624 940 
or check Facebook or website www.envirocare.org.au
Men’s Shed Kuranda 8.30am–11.30am. 
mensshedkuranda@gmail.com 

Third Saturday
Meditation with Horses 10am Koah. Kaya 0429 756 701 

Every Sunday 
Social Tennis 5pm Wednesdays and Sundays at the 
Kuranda Recreation Centre. Gidi 0448 480 200
AA Group Kuranda QCWA Hall 9.30am 1300 222 222
She Shed Kuranda 1–5pm.  
kurandasheshed@gmail.com

community 
calendar

HIRE FEES 
• 1-2hrs $10 • Half day $30 • Full day $60  

• Full day and evening  
(24 hour block) $110 

• $200 refundable bond for one-off 
events (if space is left as you found it) 

EVERY MONDAY 
PILATES with Jaide 6–7pm  
0488 229 700

EVERY THURSDAY 
PARENT AND BUBS MEET –  
10am–12noon. Tui 0472 987 859
YOGA 5.30–6.30pm.  
Eileen Short 0417 073 223.

THURSDAY 9 & 23 MARCH
MANKIND PROJECT MEN'S GROUP 
7pm. Open to all men.  
Solomon 0484 761 505 

www.koahhall.com

For events at the Kuranda Recreation Centre or the 
Koah Hall please see details in their columns above. 
See page 24 for CWA listings for this month.

DREAM BIG! CIRCUS CLASSES

Bookings are essential. Please contact Sophie 0409 333 404. 
More info at www.dreamstatecircus.com on the Dream BIG! Circus School page. 

MONDAY – Circus LOVE 18+ – 9–11am and Circus 1 – Age 5–9 years old.
TUESDAY – Circus 2 – 3.45–5pm, Age 10+ and Show Class – 5–6.15pm – Age 8+ 
WEDNESDAY – Aerial Silks, Trapeze, and Lyra Various Classes 3.45–6.30 pm 

What's On
at Koah Hall Koah Hall

Contributors please advise of any changes via email  
mail@kurandapaper.com 

FIRST KOAH MONTHLY 
MARKET for 2023 

MARCH 

8am till Midday 

Saturday 4 March

• Live Music – Jeanette Wormald 
Trio setting the tempo!

• Community Market bringing  
you all the goods – produce,  
honey, plants craft, treats,  

treasures and more!

• Fresh coffee and delish Koah Hall 
Fundraiser BBQ.

SMS/Voicemail Nicky  
0488 961 660 or direct message via 

Koah Monthly Markets  
Facebook page.

KURANDA RANGERS –  
Training Thursday 4.30–5.30pm 
(Feb–Oct) 
Tuesday Skills Training 4–5.30pm  
(U8+ only) 
Simone 0402 003 164

PILATES –  
Monday 9.30am 
Tuesday 5.45pm  
Wednesday 9.30am 
Thursday 9am  
Saturday 8.15am 
Davini 0414 994 123 and Jaide 0488 229 700

TAI CHI – Monday 6pm  
Les 4093 8276 

WING CHUN KUNG FU –  
Tuesday 7.30pm  
Grant 0414 966 823

Are you having a party or celebration?
The KRC has multiple areas available 
for hire for functions, seminars and 
activities. Features include – onsite 

parking, toilet facilities, licenced bar  
and commercial kitchen. 

Please contact Symone 0467 391 152.

Proud to be the home of: 

@

@

JUMRUM BAR OPEN 
TUESDAY 6.30 PM

SATURDAY 11 MARCH
AGM – KOAH HALL. 10am. Get excited! 
You're invited! Koah Sports and Social 
Club Inc. invites you to be a part of the 
awesome team, building community 
connection, strength and joy.

Buwal bugan Ngirrma bulmba-barra.
Speak the language belonging to this place.

Djabugay ngirrma Windjirri bugaa.

LANGUAGE CLASSES  
Wednesday evenings 6-8pm

Djabugay Aboriginal Corporation
Nyuwarri Estate (old Ngoonbi farm), 
1496 Kennedy Highway, Kuranda 

07 4093 8116 (business hours only)

ALL WELCOME
Learn about this endangered language  

with its storylore going back into the last ice age,  
with Michael Quinn  

and Bada Djaygul, Dennis Hunter


